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PREFACE. 


E Uſcfulncs of a Work of 
— chis Nature in general is too 


ſiſts not only of all ſuch Speeches in the 
| Houſe of Commons, as have already ap- 

peard in Print in ſeatter d Volumes; but 
alſo of a great Number of Others, now 
firſt communicated to the Publick by 
ſeyeral 
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ſeveral curious Gentlemen, to whom the 
Editor takes this Opportunity of return- 
ing his * 


| Thoſe -who know” the Orders of the 
Houſe, and the Nature and Manner of 
their Proceedings, know likewiſe that it 
is impoſſible for a Work of this Nature 
to bc aG{ulvtely Compleat : This therefore 
u ll be a ſufficient Apology for the Short- 
neſs of the Accounts herein given of ſome 
Seſſions. All the Compiler had to do, was 
to range his Materials in a proper and regu- 
lar Method, without adding or ſuppreſſing 
one Particular in Favour of any Party : 
This, he hopes, he has done in ſuch a Man- 
ner as at leaſt to eſcape the Cenſure of the 
Prblick ; _ nay, he even flatters himſelf, 
that he has ſome Title to their Thanks. 
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DEBATES 


IN THE 


Houſe of Commons, 


DURING 


The Laſt Seſſion of the Fourth Parli lament 
of G reat Britain. 


A, = ER Majeſty Queen ANNE dying on Tie Parliarnent 
1 Sunday the firſt of 4uguſt 1714, and the being Mager 
Crown of theſe Realms immediately de. 5 ©), 
=» volving to his royal highneſs the Elector 
of Hanover, purſuant to the act of Settle- 
ment paſs'd in 1701, the Parliament, ac- 
— cording to a reſolution taken in 7 
met that very day; but Sir Thomas Hanmer, bart. 8 
of the Houſe of Commons, knight of the ſhire for Suffolk, 
ing in the country, Mr William Bromley, member for the uni- Mr W. Eromley a 
verſity of Oxford, and Secretary of State, mov d to adjourn . 
che Wedneſday following; w__ being ſeconded, Sir Richard Sir n. 0nd. 
Vor. I. Onſlow, 


( 2 ) 50 

ie . Onſlow, bart. member of parliament for the county of Surry, 1 
AYR oppos'd the fame, as being too long an adjournment at fo 
critical a juncture, and therefore mov'd for adjourning to the 


next Day only ; which laſt motion was _= to. to. "This and 
taking 


tie three following Days being ſpent in the oaths, &c. "I 
On the 5th the * lord Harcourt, lord high Chancellor, and vl 
the reſt — the Lords Juſtices, came to the Honſe of Lords, 
and the Houſe of Commons being ſent for, and attending, the 
lord Chancellor made the following ſpeech to both Houſes of }F 


Parliament. 


| My Lords and Gentlemen, 
— v5 having pleas d almighty God to take to himſelf our re 
late moit gracious Queen, of bleſſed memory, we hope po 
< that nothing has been omitted, which might contribute to tal 
the ſafety of theſe realms, and the preſervation of our reli- F to 
gion, laws, and liberties, in this great conjuncture. As 
« theſe ir valuable bleſſings have been ſecured to us by thoſe the 
acts of Parliament, which have ſettled the ſuccefiion of theſe to, 
« kingdoms in the molt illuſt: ĩous houſe of Hanover, we have 
" regulated our proceedings by thoſe rules which are therein 
preſerib d. 

The Privy Council, ſoon after the demiſe of the late 
« Queen, aflembled at St. James's, where, according to the 
« ſaid acts, the three inſtruments were produc'd and open d, 

« which had been depoſited in the hands of the Archbiſhop 
« of Canterbury, the lord Chancellor, and the Refident of 
« Brunſwick. Thoſe, who either by their offices, or by vir- 
<« tue of theſe inflruments, had the honour of being appoint- $ 
4 ed Lords J uſtices, did, in conjunction with the Council, im- 
% mediately proceed to the proclaiming of our lawful and 

* rightful ſovereign King GEORGE, taking, at the ſame 

«* time, the neceſſary care to maintain the publick peace. 

In purſuance of the acts before-mention'd, this Parlia- 

« ment is now aſſembled ; and we are perſuaded, you all | 

bring with you ſo hearty a diſpoſition for his Majeſty's ſer- 

vice, and the publick good, that we cannot doubt of your 

* — in every thing which may promote thoſe great 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

We find it neceſſary to put you in mind, that ſeveral 
branches of the publick revenue are expir'd by the demiſe 
© of her late Majeſty ; and to recommend to you, the mak- 
ing ſuch proviſions, in that reſpect, as may be requiſite to 
*« ſupport the honour and dignity of the : And we aſ⸗ 

ce {ure 


., . e 


„ „ % 11 % VB So FY . 


He tres removed. and fer ceefed by T ord Cowper, 29th September, 
1714, bit Crealea & f aud 4 Privy Cumnſelby, 24th Aug. 1721. 
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(3-1 
++ ſure ourſelves, you will not be wanting in any thing that 7, Geo. I. 
may conduce to the eitabliſhing and advancing of the gw 


> | © publick credit. 

. My Lords and Gentlemen, 

] « We forbear laying before you any thing that does not 

i require your immediate conſideration, not having receiv'd 

1} *< his Majeſty's pleaſure ; we ſhall only exhort you, with the 

| © greateſtearneſtneſs, to a perfect unanimity, and a firm Ad- 

, « herence to our Sovereign's intereſt, as being the only 
* means to continue among us our prefent happy tranqui- 


lity. 


Hereupon it was reſolv'd, »em. can. that an humble Ad- a Aitrefs to the 
dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, which a Committee was ap- a 
pointed to draw up; and it was unanimouſly reſolved alſo to 
take into conſideration the next day, the Lords Juſtices ſpeech 
to both Houſes. 

On the 6th, Mr. William Bromley accordingly reported 
the ſaid addreſs ; which being read, was unanimoully agreed 
to, and was as follows : ; e 


e 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 
F WI your Majeity's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the The com 
, Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, l. 
* having a juſt ſenſe of the great loſs the Nation has ſuſtain'd 
* by the death of our late Sovereign lady Queen Anne, of 
* blefled memory, humbly crave leave to condole with your 
* Majeſty on this fad occaſion. 
It would but aggravate our ſorrow, particularly to enu- 
_ © merate the virtues of that pious and moſt excellent Princeſs: 
© The duty we owe to your Majeſty, and to our Country, 
* oblige us to moderate our grief, and heartily to congratu- 
* late your Majeſty's acceſſion to the throne, whole princely 
* virtues give us a certain proſpect of future happineſs, in the 
* ſecurity of our religion, laws, and liberties, and engage 
us to aſſure your Majeſty, that we will, to our utmoit, 
* ſupport your undoubted right to the imperial Crown of 
* this realm, againſt the Pretender, and all other perſons 
* whatſoever. | 
* Your faithful Commons cannot but expreſs their impati- 
ent deſire for your Majeſty's ſafe arrival and preſence in 
Great Britain. | | 
In the mean time, we humbly lay before your Majeſty 
* the unanimous reſolution of this Houſe, to maintain the 
* publick credit of the nation, and effectually to make good 
{ * all Funds which have been granted by Parliament, for the 
| * ſecurity of any money which has been, or ſhall be advan- 
* ced for the publick ſervice, and to endeavour, by every 
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LS 1 
Anno 4. Geo. 1. thing in our power, to make your Majeſty 's reign happy | 
m=—_ and glorious. 


Mr W. Bromley, Mr Bromley, in his motion for the foregoing ad 
dwelt much on the loſs the nation had ſuſtain'd by the 
Mr R. Walpole, Queen's death ; was back'd by * Mr Robert Walpole, 
member for Lynn, who mov'd, that they ſhould give 
the King aſſurances of their making good all Parliamentary 
Mr T. Onſlow, Funds. + Mr Thomas Onſlow, member for Guilford, faid | 
thereupon, * that the principal ſtreſs of the Addreſs ought | 
* not to lie upon condoling, but upon ting, and 
giving the King aſſurances of their readineſs to maintain 
* both his Majeſty's undoubted title to the Crown, and pub- 


F lick Credit. | 

| Motion for a The fame day a motion being made, that a Supply be | 
2 — to the King, for the better ſupport of his Majeſty's 
uſhold, Sc. the conſideration thereof was referred to the 


Committee of the whole Houſe the next day, when the ſame 
was agreed to nem. con. and fram'd into a reſolution. And 
on the 7th a Bill being order'd to be brought in accordingly, | 
Mr Wykes. Mr. Wykes, member for Northampton, propoſed tacking | 
to it a Bill for limiting the number of Officers in the Houſe of 
Commons, but nobody ſeconding that motion, it dropp'd. 
Some members having mov'd for Sir William Wyndham, 
bart. member for So Ure, and Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, to be Chairman of the grand Committee of Subſidy, Mr 
A k. Walpole. Robert Walpole reply'd, that Mr. Conyers, member for 
| Eaſt Grinſtead, had for ſo many years ſo well diſcharg'd that 
office, that it would be ungrateful, unmannerly and impru- | 
dent to chuſe another; on which Mr Conyers carried it. : 
Then it was propos'd to give the King one million fterling; j 
but this motion, tho' not directly oppos'd, afterwards dropt. 
Afr Conyers. Aug. 12. Mr. Conyers preſented to the houſe a Bill for the 
better ſupport of his Majeſty's houſhold, &c. and on the ſe- 
' dr H. Walpotess Cond reading thereof the next day, Mr Horatio Wal. 
Motion for paying pole, member for Caſtle-Riſing, mov'd, that the Com- 


Troops, and offer- mittee of the whole Houſe, to whom the faid Bill was | 
a hed we committed, might have power to receive one clauſe, to 
Piciciger, enable the Lord Treaſur-:r, or Commiſſioners of the 'Trea- 
ſury for the time being, : o iſſue the ſum of 650221. 8 s. 8 d. 

being the arrear due to the troops of Hanover, for their ſer- 

Vice in the Low Countries in the year 1712, out of the 

| | zoo, cool 


* Fince created a 5 af the Bath, afterwards of the Garter, made 


CEanceliur, and Under-Treaſurer of the Exchequer, &c. 1 


F \-:v Lord Onflow. ' 
Kc made Autitcr of the Plrntatim Accounts, Joint Secretary ts 
he Treaſ ow, &c. uw C Herr to the Tio old, a,] idr ta the Stated | 


Cr Pog uw 
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y | 400,000 |. granted in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament to her late Anno 1. Geo. 1. 
Majeſty, towards ſatisfying the debt due on account to the 
Land-Forces. And another clauſe to enable and require the 

lord high Treaſurer, c. to iſſue out of any money granted 

by parliament 100,000 |. for apprehending the Pretender, if 

ever he ſhould land, or attempt to land in any of his Maje- 


= F, 
_ 


ſty's dominions. | | 
Sir William Wyndham ſeconded Mr Wal in the firſt sir w. wyndham. 

clauſe ; and Mr Shippen, member for Sal very ingenu- Mr Shippen. 

' ouſly own'd he had oppos d that payment in the late rei 
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reign, 
but that he was for it now. Mr Aldworth, member for mr Alawortb. 


Windſor, back'd likewiſe the motion; but as if he defign'd 
to expoſe the member, who, at this juncture, appear d 
forward to pay thoſe very troops, which, a few 

. T 


85 


E 
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troops were Deſerters; but that he 
formed, that they were hir'd to fight, and 
long as there was fighting ; and if when came in 
of the enemy, they who had hir'd them, would not fu 
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;- 100,000. would be well beſtow d to apprehend him.” To 
6 which no reply was made. 

1 The Commons havi 'd the Bill, and two 
* others, and the ſame alſo return'd to them paſs d by 
n the Lords ; on the W 


* Made Privy Connſelloy and Secretary at War, Sept. 27. 1714. and 
Cifferer of the Houlhold, May 23, 9 ? » "PO 
T Aw Earl of Scarbyough. 


„ 
Anno 1. Gee. I. the Houſe of Lords, and the Commons attending, the *p-... 
Wu ker, on preſenting the Bill, For the better Support of bis . 
jefty's Houſpold, &c. together with another Money-bill, made 
the following Speech. 
My Lords, | 
Tie Speaker's * CE ie” Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes of Great Bri- 


NT tain, in Parliament aſſembled, under the preient 


551797 ap happineſs they enjoy, by his Majeſty's peaceable and quiet 
more ſatisfactory and pleaſing to themſelves, than the pro- 
« viding a ſufficient revenue for the occaſions of his Majeſty's 
« civil government, in order to make his reign as eaſy and 
- 1 as the beginning of it hath been ſecure and un- 
diſturb d. | 
They are ſenſible, that the peace of the Kingdom is not 
to be preſerv'd, nor the rights and liberties of the Subjecti 
to be protected, without ſupporting the juſt authority and 
dignity of the Crown ; and therefore they have thought it 
their intereſt, as well as duty, to make ſuch a proviſion, as 
may not barely ſuffice to the neceſſity of the Government, 
but may be ſuitable to the ſtate, the honour, the luſtre, 
which the Crown of Great Britain ought to be attended 
with. 
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than the ordinary ſervices of his Majeſty ſhall require, will 
but enable him to exert his higheſt and moſt valuable pre- 
rogative of doing good : And we can give no greater proof 
of the truſt we repoſe in his Majeity's gracious diſpoſition, 
than putting the ſame entire revenue into his hands, which 


mir'd, and of whoſe affections and concern for the religion, 
laws, and liberties of this kingdom, we had had fo long 
erience. 

As the Crown itſelf deſcends immediately, and knows no 
vacancy, the Commons have taken care that the revenue 
ſhould follow it as cloſe as poſſible; for they have given all 
the diſpatch to this grant, which the forms of their pro- 
ceedings would allow; ſo that when his Majeſty ſhall pleaſe 
to anſwer the impatient defires of his people, by coming to 
take poſſeſſion of his kingdoms, he will find himſelf equally 
eſtabl:{ſt'd in theſe revenues, as if he had ſucceeded to all 
by an uninterrupted right of inheritance ; the only diffe- 
rence is this, that if he had inherited them, he would have 
wanted one ſingle proof of tie duty, and affection, and 
unanimity of his ſubjects. 

Our deſire ie. that this may be look d upon as an earneſt 
* anc a pledge of that zeal and fidelity which we ſhall always 
retain, 
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« acceſſion to the throne, could not enter upon any Work | 


Whatſoever is ſuperfluous in that proviſion, and more 


her late Majeſty died poſſeſs d of; whole virtues we all ad- 
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- retain, and which, upon every occaſion, we ſhall be ready 
to demonſtrate to his Majeſty's perſon and : As 
« ſuch, we hope, his Majeſty will graciouſly accept it at this 
time; and hereafter, when he thall have had experience 
« of this firſt voluntary offering of his loyal Commons, we 
hope he will find it to his ſatisfaction, as large and as ample 
aas he could wiſh; might but the term of the grant be as 
„long as we could wiſh, fince it is to have equal continuance 
_ « with his Majeſty's life. 

My Lords, | 
The Bill which the o _ paſs'd for the pur- 


Support of his Majeſty's Houſhold, &c. 

| * They have alſo prepar d another Bill, entitled, Ar 42 
3 for rectihing Miſftakes in the Names of the Commiſſioners for 
* the Land. Tax, and for raiſing ſo much as is wanting, to make 
* up the Sum of Fourteen Hundred Thouſand Pounds, intended 


© ta be rais'd by a Lattery for the Publick Service in the Year 
© 1714 This having been recommended to their care, and 
* a to them to be for his 's and the 


* publick ſervice, they have reaſon to think, they Rave abun- 


| « this aſſurance, they humbly preſent this bill alſo for the 


Then the Lords Juſtices gave the royal aſſent to the two 
| bills mentioned in the ing Speech; and to Ar Ad to 
enable Perſons refiding in Great Britain, to take the Oaths, 
and do all other As in Great Britain, requiſite to qualify them- 
ſelves to continue their — Places, Offices, and Enply- 
| ments in Ireland. 


After which the Lord Chancellor made the following 
| Speech to both Houſes. 
| My Lords and Gentlemen, 
WI cannot but expreſs our greateſt ſatisfaction, and, 
in his Majeſty's name, return you thanks, for the 

E * convincing proofs which you have given, in this ſeſſion, of 
your duty and affection to his Majeſty, and of your zeal 
for his government. 

We muſt particularly thank you, Gentlemen of the Houſe 
* of Commons, for the aids which you have granted to his 
| © Majeſty, for the better ſupport of the honour of the Crown, 


| 


| © mn the laſt ſeſſion for the ſervice of this year. You may be 
| * aſſur'd, that the unanimity, the cheartalneſs, and the diſ- 
patch, with which you have procecded in granting theſe 


«© Aids. 


1714. 


poſes I have mention d, is entitled, Au 4:7 for the better 


The Royal Aﬀent 
given thereto. 


Lord Chancellor 
Speech to both 
Howes. 


and for preventing any diſappointment in the Supplies given 


5 
Anno 1. Ces. 1. © aids, will render them yet more acceptable to his Majeſty: 
* « And you may depend upon our making a faithful repreſen- 

* tation thereof to him. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

« All neceſſary buſineſs being now happily concluded, it 
« will be proper for us to put a ſpeedy end to this Seſſion. 
We think fit, at preſent, in his Majeſty's name, to deſire 
* forthwith reſpectively to adjourn your ſelves until 
Wedneſday next. 


After which adjournment, wiz. 25th of Auguſt, the Com- 
mons being met again, Mr Bromley acquainted the Houſe, 


that the Lords Juſtices had receiv'd his Majeſty's anſwer to 


the Addreſs of this Houſe at the beginning of this Seſſion ; 
which he preſented to the Houſe, and is as follows : 
GEORGE R. 


The unanimity and affection my Commons 
have ſhewn upon my acceſſion to the Crown, are moſt agree- 
« able inſtances and pledges of their fidelity to me. I have 
a juſt ſenſe of your inexpreſſible loſs, by the death of your 


« ace Sovereign. You may be affur'd of my confluat endes- | 


« laws, and liberties ; and that it will always be my aim, to 
« make you an happy and flouriſhing people; to which your 


« reſolution to maintain the publick credit of the Nation, 
« will greatly contribute. I am haſtening to you according 


« to your earneſt deſire, and the juſt expectations of my 
people. 


Alter this, the Lords Juſtices went to the Houſe of Peers, 
and the Commons attending, the Lord Chancellor, made the 
following ſpeech : | f 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Lord Chancellor's «6 Aving, fince your late adjournment, receiv'd his 
pang the Farlia- ** Majeſty's moſt gracious anſwer, under his ſign 
— « manual, to your ſeveral addreſſes; and by his Majeſty's 
« command, order'd them to be deliver'd to you reſpective- 
« ly; we do now in his Majeſty's name, prorogue this pre- 
« ſent Parliament 'till Thurſday the 23d day of September 
next; and this preſent Parliament is accordingly pr d 
* to Thurſday the 23d day of September next. Oy 


The End of the laſt Seſſion of the fourth Parliament of 
Great Britain. 


KY 


— 4 - <p * dutiful and loyal Addreſs is very acceptable to 
Addreſs, © me 
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SPEECHES 


3 
DEBATES 
Io T H E 
Firſt Seton of the FIRST PARLIAMENT 
TE 1 


King GkORGE I. 


Being the Fifth Parliament of Great Britain. 


N the 17th of March, 1714-15, the Parliament anno t. Geo. i. 


met at Weſtminſter according to the writs of ſum- 
mons. And the King being come to the Houſe of 
Lords, and ſeated on the throne with the uſual 


ſolemnity, the gentleman Uſher of the black rod was ſent 


with a meſſage to the Houſe of Commons, commanding their 
attendance in the Houſe of Peers ; the Commons being come 
thither, his Majeſty's pleaſure was fignify'd to them by the 
Lord Chancellor, that they ſhould return to their Houſe 
and chuſe their Speaker, and preſent him to his Majeſty on 
the 21ſt. 

The Commons being return'd to their Houſe, the Earl 
of Hertford, fon to the Duke of Somerſet, propos'd the 
honourable * Mr 


1714-I5. 


4 


meet, 


r Compton, knight of the ſhire for wr Compton use 


Suſſex, for Speaker, and being ſeconded by + Lord Finch, 96: 


he was elected Nem. Con. 

On the 21ſt the King came to the Houſe of Lords with 
the uſual ſolemnity; and the Houſe of Commons attending, 
preſented the hon. Spencer Compton, Eſq; for their 
whom his Majeſty approv'd ; after which the Chan- 

Vol. I. B cellor 

* Made P er General of the Firces in March |< created 

Tar! of Wil 11 3 


Med Comptroller of the May 1725, aud 'd z ut 
Farl F Winchclica, Ge. 532 


1 


Amo 1. Ce. I. cellor read the follow ing Speech, deliver'd into his hands by 
17115. 


King's Speech. 


_« gilurb us, and books of the aſfilance which he ſtill expects 


the King. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
60 HIS being the pirſt opportun! :ty that | have had of 
- mes ting my People in Parliament, fince it plea:'d 


« Almighty God, of his g gogd providence, to call me 2 cke 
6 Thee of my n, I moi! glacly make ule cf it to 
« tank my faithful and loving Subjects, for that zeal and 
« firmneſs that hath been ſhewn in defence of the Prote ant 
« Succeſhon, againſt a all the open and ſecret practices that 
« have been uied to defeat it: And I ſhall never forget tie 
obligations I have to thoſe who have Gitinguith's them- 
« {elves upon this ccc ſion. 

„It were to be Wind, that the ar d ſucceſſes of 
Da war, Wick was fo witely and cheartuly ſupported 4 
« this Nation, in order to procure a 2 Peace, had Lec 
« attended with a ſuitable Conciulion : But it is with concern 
« I muſt tell you, that ſome conditions even of this Peace, 
« cſlential to the ſecurity and trade of Great Britain, are not 
« yet duly ececuel ; ald the performance of the Whole may 
be lock'd upon as precarious, until we ſhall have forn'd 
«« defenhve alliances to guaranty tlie pretent | treaties. 

„The Pretender, who f1i!l reſides in Lorrain, threatens to 


„ here to repair his former diſappointments. 

A great part of cur trade is render d impratticable ; this, 
« if net retr; ev'd, muit dcilroy cur manufactures, and rum 
our navigation. 

* The public! debts are very great, and ſurprizirgly in- 
« creas d, even fince the fatal ceſſation of arms. My Frſt 
* care was to prevent a farthcr increaſe of theſe debts, by 


paying ot forthwith a great number of ſhips which had 


* 5 kept in pay, when there was no occaſion for continu- 
ing ſuch an expence. 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
* I rely upon you for fuch ſupplies as the preſent circ::*:- 


„ — «2 
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« ſtances of our atlirs regu: re for this year's ſervice, and ſor 


the ſupport of the pub?? & faith. The eſtimates ſhall be 


& lid before You, that * may conſider of them; and 


hat you fiat juage neceſſary for your ſaſety, I ſhall think 


« ſufficient for mine. 
doubt not but you will concur with me in opinion, that 


* notlivg con contribute more to the ſupport of the credit of | 


„ then: Jon, tt jan a fri obſervance of all Parliamentary 


Engagement 
« 'The en hen of the revenue, formerly granted for the 


ſuppert ef i.e civil Government, are ſo far incumber'd and 
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= Kina that the produce of the Funds which remain, 
and hase heen granted to me, will fall much thort of what 
« was at firſt deſign d, for maintaining the honour and dig- 
n ity of the Crown : And fince it is my happineſs (as I am 
« confident you thin!: it youre] to fee a Prince of Wales, 
« who max, in due time, ſucceed me on the Throne, and to 
« {oe him bleſſed with many children, the beſt and moſt va- 
« [14ble pledge of our care and concern for your proſperity 3 
this mult n an expence to which the nation has not 
« of many vers been gecuſtom'd; but ſuch as ſurely no 
« man wil grudee 3 and therefore 1 do not doubt but you 
i chink of it with th at aſcection winch I have reaſon to 
& hee from you. 
Vie Lords and Gentlemen, 

Ihe eves of all Europe are upon you, waiting the iſſue 
Hol this firſt Scion. Let no unhappy diviſions of Parties 
„here at home, divert you from purluing the common in- 
1 _ of your Country: Let no wicked inünuations dit- 
aduiet the minds of my Subject: Ihe eftabliſh'd conſtitution 
in Church and State ſaall be the rule of my Government; 
the happ.ncfs, eaie, and proſperity of my people, ſhall be 
« the chief care of my life. Tnoſe who ailitt me in carrying 


« on theſe meaſures, I ſhall always eſleem my beſt Friends; 


& and I doubt not but that I ſhall be able, wich your afiſt- 
« ance, to diſappoint the defigns of thoſe who would deprive 
„me of that bleſſing, which I moſt value, the affections of 
* my Pcople. | 


On the 23d, Mr ker having reported to the Houſe the 
King's Speech, Mr Robert Walpole made a ſpeech, in which 
he {er forth the great happineſs of theſe Nations by his Maje- 
ſty's ſeaſenable acceſſion to the Crown; ran through the Mii 
managements of the four laft preceding years; and concluded 
with a motion for an Addreſs of Thanks to the King, conform- 
able to the ſeveral heads of his Majesty's Speech. He was 
ſeconded by the lord Hinchinbroke, * member for Hunting- 
don; and none but Sir William Whitlocke, member for the 
Criverfity of Oxford, having rais'd any Objection againit 
Mr Walpole's motion, it was Teſolv'd, 

That an Addreſs ! be preſented to his Majeſty; ; and a Com- 
mittee was appointed to draw it up, of which Mr W alpole 
was elected Chairman; which was as follows: 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


OUR Majeſty's moſt dutifal and loyal Subjects, the 


4 Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, 
| B 2 return 


Gn to the Lal Sandwich, and x Corel of Fat. 


Amon. Geo. I. 
1714-15. 


Mr Wellen 
Motion tor an 
Al hes of 
Thanks, 


The Atircfs. 


( 12 ) 


amor. Geo.l. © return your Majefty their unfeigned thanks for your moft 


1 Speech from the Throne. 
Tis with inexpreſſible joy that we approach your Maje- 

* ſty, peaceably ſeited upon the I hrone of your royal an- 
© celtors ; and being throughly ſenſible of the many open and 

* ſecret practices that have of late years been uſed to defeat 
the Proteſtant Succeſſion, we cannot ſufficiently adore the 
Divine Providence, that ſo ſeaſonably interpoſed, and ſaved 
* this Nation by your Majeſty's happy acceſſion to the 
* Crown. 
© Your faithful Commons receive with the higheſt grati- 

©* tude, your molt gracious affurances, that the eſtabliſhed 
* Conſtitution in Church and State, ſhall be the rule of your 
Government; and the ſafety, eaſe, and proſperity of your 
People, the chief care of your life. We are ſenfible of your 

© goodneſs expreſſed to thoſe who have diltinguiſh'd them 
* telves by their zeal and firmneſs for the Proteſtant Succeſſi 
on: And as we doubt not, but the wiſdom and ſteadineſs of 

* your Government will unite the hearts of all your faithful 
* ſubj<&s in duty and affection to your ſacred perſon, ſo we 


* molt humbly beg leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that we 


not only highly reſent the wicked infinuations uſed to diſ- 


quiet the minds of your 2 but are reſolved, to the 


© utmoſt of our power, to ſuppreſs and extinguiſh that 

* evil diipcfition that is ſtill at work. to deprive your Majeſty 

of the affections of your people. 

* We are ſenſibly touch'd, not only with the diſappoint- 
ment, but with the reproach brought on the Nation by 
_ © the unſuitable concluſion of a war, which was carry'd on 
at ſo vaſt an expence, and was attended with ſuch unparal- 
lell'd ſucceſſes: But as that diſnonour cannot in juſtice be 

<* imputed to the whole Nation, ſo we firmly hope and be- 
< heve, that thro' your Majeſty s great wiſdom, and the 
* faithful endeavours of your Commons, the reputation of 
© theſe your Kingdoms will in due time be vindicated and 
© reſtored. 

Me are under aſtoniſhment to find, that any conditions of 
the late peace, eſſential to the ſecurity and trade of Great 
Britain, ſhould not be duly executed ; and that care was 
not taken to form ſuch alliances, as might have render'd 
that peace not precarious. And as no care ſhall be want- 
ing in your loyal Commons to enquire into theſe fatal Miſ- 
carriages, ſo we entirely rely on your Majeſty's wiſdom, 
to enter into ſuch alliances as you ſhall judge neceſſary to 
preſerve the peace of Europe; and we faithfully promiſe to 
* enable your Majeſty to make gocd all ſuch engagements. 

It is with juſt reſentment we obſerve, that the 3 
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« declarations from thence, to ſtir up your Majeſty's Subjects 


to rebellion : But that which raiſes the utmoſt indignation 
of your Commons is, that it appears therein, that his hopes 
« were built upon the meaſures that had been taken for ſome 


© time palt in Great Britain. It ſhall be our buſineſs to trace 


out thoſe meaſures whereon he placed his hopes, and to 
bring the authors of them to condign puniſhment. 

© Your Commons are under the dcepell concern, that a 
great part of our trade is render'd impracticable, which, if 


not retriev'd, mult deſtroy our manufaQures, and ruin our 


navigation: But tho' we are too ſenſible of thoſe fatal 
* conſequences, we are not yet without hopes, that your 
* Majetily's great wiidom, by the aſſiſtance of your Commons, 
* may find means to extricate your People from their preſent 
« difficulties. 

The bleflings derived to theſe Nations from your Maje- 
« ſty's auſpicious reign, are not confined to the preſent times; 


Anno 1. Gee. 1. 
5 


2 5 


ve have a proſpect of future and laſting happineſs entail'd 


upon your People by a long ſucceſſion of your royal pro- 
*j geny- And us this is a bleſſing which theſe Kingdums have 

a long time wanted, fo they could never hope to have ſeen 
it ſo well ſupply'd, as in the p-rion of his Royal Highneſs 
the Prince of Wales, and his iſſue. Your faithful Com- 
© mons ſhall therefore think it their duty to enable your Ma- 
* jelty ta ſupport the dignity of the Crown, and to make an 
* honourable proviſion for the Royal Family. 

* The ſurprizing increaſe of the publick debts, even ſince 
* all thoughts of carrying on the war were laid aſule, ſhall not 
* diſcourage us from granting ſuch ſupplics as ſh ill be neceſ- 
* ſary for the ſervice of this year, and the ſupport of pub- 
lick faith: And we do entirely concur with your Majeſty 
in opinion, that nothing can contribute more towards pre- 
* ſerving the credit of the Nation, than a ſtrict obſervance of 
* all Parliamentary Engagements, which we are firmly reſol- 
ved upon all occaſions inviolably to maintain. 


Upon the reading of this Addreſs, there aroſe a warm De- 
bate in the Houſe : Mr Shippen, Mr Bromley, Sir William 


Wyndham, Lieutenant General Roſs member for the ſhire 


of Roſs, Mr Cæſar member for Hertford, Mr Ward mem- 
ber for Thetford, Sir * Robert Raymond member for Lud- 
low, Sir William Whitlocke, Mr Hungerford member for 
Scarbrough, and ſome others, raiſed objections againſt divers 
expreſſions in the Addreſs ; but were anſwer d by Mr Robert 

Wal- 


© Meds Attorney-Gener May, 1720 3 Lord Chief Tuftic» of the 
La Bench, Feb. 28, nM ger 23 created a Baran of Great 
24in, 


1 | 
Walpele, General + Stanhope member for Cockermout', 


Si n Heathcote member for Helſton, and Mr W:'i:- 
ann ny. General Roſs, among the reſt, inſiſted much, 
*'{ +: the condemning the Peace, and cenſuring the late 


"li. i/trv, was a reſlection on the late Queen, whoſe act and 


ccd The Peace was; and that he was ture the reflecting on 
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evict, 


the lle Queen, could not be agreeable to his preſent Mojeity.” 
Lic was anſwer'd by Mr Robert Walpole, and General Stan- 


ope, That nothing was farther from their intentions, than 


ro aſperſe the late Queen; that they rather deſigned co vin- 


Cicate her memory, by expoſing and puniſhing thoſe evil | 


Counſellors, who deluded her into peraicious meaſures; 
whereas the oppoſite Party endeavoured to ſcreen and jutl:'y 
thoſe Counſellors, by throwing on that good, pious, 2 


well meaning Princeſs, all the blame and odium of their evil 


counſels. As to cenſuring the late Miniſters, without hear- 
ing them, and condemning the Peace, without examining in- 
to particulars, as unjuſt and unprecedented, it was anſwer d, 


hat they mult diſtinguiſh between c:nfuring Miniſters, and | 


condemning the Peace in general, and condemning particular 
perſons. * 


that in due time they would call them to an account, who 
made and adviſed ſuch a Peace; but Ged forbid they ſhould 


ever condemn any perſon unheard.” On this occaſion Gene- 


ral Sc:ahope took notice of a report induftriouſly ſpread 


abroad, That the preſent Miniſters never deſigned to call 
the late Managers to an account, but only to cenſure them in 


general terms: But he aſſur d the Houſe, that notwithſtand- 


ing all the endeavours that had been uſed to prevent a diico- 


very of the late miſmanagements, by conveying away ſeveral | 


rarers from the Secretaries Oſſices, yet the Government had 
:uth.cient evidence leſt, to prove the late Miniſtry the moſt 


corrupt that ever fate at the Helm : That thoſe matters | 


would ſoon be laid before the Houſe ; and that it would ap- 
pear, that a certain Engliſh General had aQed in concert 
wich, if not received orders from, Marſhal Villars.” 


Sir William Wyndham endeavoured to prove, that the 
Peace had been very beneficial to this Kirgdom ; and offered 
to produce a lift of goods, by which it appear'd, that the Cu- 
toms had increaſed near 100,000 I. per annum. But he was 
immediately taken up by Sir Gilbert Heathcote, who readi-# 
ly own'd, Sir William might, indeed, produce a liſt of vat 
imperts from France, but defy'd him to ſhew that our exports 

| thither, 


+ Made Secretary of State, 2 3d January, 191%. Chancelior of the Exe 


e ere, ig UF, 1717, aud ter ward crcated an Harl. | 


That they might, in equity and juſtice, do the 
Frit, becauſe the whole Nation is already ſenſible, that their 
honour and true intercit were given up by the late Peace; 
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that We Were Very mach concern d, en dur act ꝗ,s the Coumng 


Sh. 

thither, particularly of our woollen manufactures, had en- anno 1. ge. A. 
creas d nee the Peace. He added. that imports being only 
our conſumption, rather prove our loſs than our gain; and 
that the Nation gets only by exports, which keep up our 
manufaclures, employ our poor, and bring in returns in mo- 
ney; to which Sir William Wyndham made no reply. Sir 5 
William Whitlocke having ſuggeſted, that the new Miniftry Wien 
deſign'd to involve the Nation in a new war, an ly fix fhil. n: 
lings in the pound, was aſſur d by Mr Robert Walpole, that Mr Robert Wat: 
none in the preſent Miniſtry were for a war, it the fame 
could any ways be avoided , and that he doubted rot, but 
Two Shillings in the Pound would be ſufficient towards this 
year's ſervice. | | 

After this Debate, a mocion being made, and the queſtion 
put, that the Addreſs of Thanks be recommitted, i: p-ν d in 
the negative, by 244 voices againſt 138 ; and then it was re- 
folv'd, That the Houſe do agree with the Committee in the The weg re- 
ſid Addreſs ; and order'd, that ſuch Members as are of the 2 
Privy Council, ſhould know his Majeſty's pleaſure, when he 
would be attended by the Houſe. Ihe King having ap- 
pointed the next day, the Commons, with their Speaker, at- 
tended his Majeſty accordingly at St ſames's, with their 
Addreis, to which his Majeſty return'd the following An- 
ſwer : | 


Gentlemen, | | 
„ Thank you for the many kind affurances you have gi- , A 
> ven me in your dutiful and loyal Addreſs. | 


“No endeavours ſhall be wanting on my part, to promote 
« your true intereſt, and endear myſelf to all my People: 
And I will depend on your zeal and affection, to defeat 
« all evil deſigns, that may tend to diſquiet che minds of 
my People, and diſturb the tranquility of my Government. 


April 5th, the Houſe being mov'd to arroint a Coy for 
taking into conſideration the King's Proclamation 27 the i 5th 
of January laſt for calling a new Parliament, and tie ßime 0 
being read accordingly, Sir William Whitloclke made ſome 
exceptions to the ſaid Proclamation, as unprecedented an un- Priming e 


: . 5 * ' to {Man Pati: 
warrantable, for which he was call'd upon by ſome raerngers in his Xtaje 7 5 
to explain himſelf; upon which he made a kind of encuſe for n . 
what he had ſaid. | Linen by Sie 


ee Waitlec ke. 


The paſſages here ſuppos'd to be alluded :o gr as ſollor, 
viz. We cannot omit, on this occaſion of f, ſuneening aur 
Parliament of Great Britain, in juſtice to o, end that 
the miſcarriages of others may mt be ien buten, at a tine 
avhen falſe impreſſians may da the greatcf? aid irons ble hut 
befire they can be clear'd up, to feenify to 019 <ninie Biondi, 
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Anno 1. Go. l. 10 fd the publich affairs of our Kingdoms under the greateſt dif- | 
fieulties, as well in re tet of our trade, and the interruption of | 


1715. 


our navigation, as of the great debts of the Nation, arhich ate 


—avere ſw priz'd to objer ve, had been very much increas d fince the 


And by Sir Wil- 


Motion for cem- 
mitting him to 
ttc Tower. 


It is or rod 
Mr R. M * 


concluſion of the laji war : We do not therefore doubt, that if the 
enſuing El: fiens ſhall be made by our loving Subjects with that 
ſafety and freedem wwhich by laau they are entitled to, and we are 


fr miy reſelv'd to maintain te them, they wwill ſend up to Parlia | 
ment the fitteſt perſons to redreſs the preſent dijorders, ard to pro- | 


vide for the peace and happineſs of our Kingdoms, and the eaſe 


of our pecple for the future, and therein will have a particular | 


regard to ſuch as ſhew'd a firmneſs to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 


when it was maſt in danger, Ec. | 
This Diſpute would have been drop'd, had not Sir William 
Wyndham took up the cudgels, and even carry d the matter 


— 


[ 


farther, by advancing, that the ſaid Proclamation was not 
only unprecedented and unwarrantable, but even of danger- 
ous conſequence to the very being of Parliaments. The 
Courtiers could not but take notice of ſo home a reflection, 
and thereupon call'd upon Sir William Wyndham to juſtify | 


i 


his charge; but Sir William, who judg'd he could not deſcend 


to particulars, without giving farther offence, declin'd explain- | 


ing himſelf ; tho” at the ſame time, he reſolutely maintain | 


his firit aflertion, ſaying, That as he thought ſome expreſ- ' 
ſions in the ſaid Preclamation of dangerous conſequence, ſo 
he believ'd every Member was free to ſpeak his thoughts. He 
was an{wer'd, No doubt but every Member has that liberty, 
freedom of ſpeech being one of the eſſential privileges of that 
Houſe; but that the Houſe has, at the ſame time, both the 
liberty and power to cenſure and puniſh ſuch Members as 
tranſgreſs the rules of decency, treſpaſs upon the reſpett due 
to the Crown, and fo abuſe the privilege of the Houſe within 


doors, as to render it contemptible without.“ Sir William be- 


| 


ing again call'd upon to explain himſelf, and ſtill perſiſting in 


his refuſal, fome Members cry'd the Tower, the Tower ; but 


Mr Robert Walpole warded off the blow by words to the fol- 
lowing purpoſe. Mr. Speaker, I am not for gratifying the 


deſire which the Member, who occaſions this great debate, | 
ſhews of being ſent to the Tower ; twould make him too con- 


ſiderable : But as he is a young Man of good parts, who ſets 
up for a warm Champion cf the late Miniftry, and one who 
was in all their ſecrets, I would have him be in the Houſe 
when we come to enquire into the conduct of his friends, both 


that he may have an opportunity to defend them, and be a | 


witneſs of the fairneſs with which we ſhall proceed againſt 


thoſe Gentlemen; and that it may not be faid, that we take | 


any advantage againſt them.“ After ſeveral other ſpe 
which prolong'd this debate from one till half an hour 


paſt | 
five 
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five in the afternoon, a motion was made, andthe queſtion 22 * 
pur, that the Houſe do now adjourn, which — 
— Eero pt mo- 


was — in the — by 208 Voices 2 
whereupon Sir William withdrew {24 wu 
to a man, all the 129 Members who had 
tive. rr 
the was put, and unanimouſly _ that Sir Wil- 
lam Wyndbam, ba reflected upon his Majeſty's Procla- 
mere er ole lor Pe 
ment, and — yup. 593 5 — 
call'd fo to do; is a 2 
jeſty, rr of t 
which, it was order'd, tha Br Willem s 
IE een 4 

that he ſhould attend Houſe in by Mr Sp next bam order d te 

de reprimanded 


Sir William W the nextday in his place, — 
b 1 2 


aigning | @ Proclamation i 2 25 
— 4 and 
by fuch Proclamation is blameable, 
ity to his Majeſty, be wy 
n/e of that — 72 ( which is the undoubted Pri 
9 at the Houſe thought they could oe 

ter it paſs without Animadverfion. But being willing their | 
Mederation ſhould „ not with their Ler ity has 


38 


2 


& .. 


bern too much deſpiſ-d and contemned, they have infliccel the 


mildeji Cen ence was capable of, and have com- 

Ts _—— go i Place ; and in Obe- 

dence to thei- Command, I ds repri 2 

nal . Willam Wyndfam id 

I. return my Thanks nn 
ing that duty which is incumbent upon you fro.n your 

W in ſo candid and gentleman ik » dener 5 
@L 
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Anno 1 C l. * As I am a Member, I know I muſt acquieſce in che 
21716. © determination of the Houſe. But as I am not conſcious 
2 « io my ſelf of having offered any indignity to his Ma- 
« jeſty, or of having been guilty of any breach of the privi- 
a of this Houſe ; I have no thanks to return to thoſe 
Gentlemen, who, under a pretence of lenity, have brought 

© me under this cenſure,” 
April g. General Stanhope preſented to the Houſe, pur- 
| ſuant to their Addreſs to his Majeſty for that purpole on the 


31ſt of March, all the powers, inſtructions, memorials, pa- 


pers, &c. relating to the late negotiation of peace ard com- 
merce, and to the ceſſation of arms, which he delivered in 
at the table, and told the Houie, © That nothing had been 
omitted, that might either anſwer the defire they had ex- 
preſs'd of being throughly inform'd of what had paſs'd in 
thoſe important negotiations, or to ſatisfy tie whole World, 


that the preſent Mimiſtry acted with the utmoſt fairneſs and 
candour, and deſignꝰd to tare no manner of advantage over 


the late Managers in the intended inquiries: That, indeed, 
the papers now laid before the Houſe were only copies, but 
| that the originals would be produc'd if occaſion requir d: 
Gen. Stanhope's Concluding, That thoſe papers being too many, and too vo- 
Motion for ap- luminous to be perus'd and examin' 


by all the Members of 
pointing a Com- the Houſe, he thought it more convenient, and therefore 
Dittes ton mov'd, that the ſaid 


— Mi- Member for Thetford, ſa id, Nothing could be fairer. That 
= * * for his on part, . principle was that Kings can do no 

in back dy wrong, yet he was ion, that Miniiters were account- 
Mir. Ward. able Dr * — — ; ; 

Ly Mr. Edward Harley, * Member for Leominſter, on this 
Mr. E. Harley's ſtood up, and faid, That it was eaſy to ſee that one of his 
* 1 neareſt Relations was principally aim'd at, in the intended 

| inquiries; but he might aſſure the Houle, that the ſaid perſon, 
notwithſtanding the various reports which had been ſpread 
concerning him, would neither fly his Country, nor conceal 
himfelf, but be forth-coming whenever he ſhould be call'd 
upon to juſtify his conduct. That he hoped he would be able, 
upon the ſevereſt trial, to make his innocence appear to all 
the World; but if ke ſhould be fo unhappy as to have been 
guilty of the crimes that were laid to his charge, he would 
think all his blood too ſmall a ſacrifice to atone for them.” 
Nobody oppo d General Stanhope's motion: Mr. Hunger- 
ford only excepted 2 the number of twenty, and moved 
that one more might be added; which was agreed to, and it 
was reſolved, That the papers before - mentioned be referr'd 
* 

e of the Aude, of the Impreſt, ard brother to the Earl of Oxford. 


—_— ks and papers be referred to a ſelect 
— — and Committee of twenty perſons, who ſhould digeſt the ſub- 
the Manage- Hance of them under proper heads, and report the ſame, 
ment of the late with their obſervations ther-upon. to the Houſe.” Mr. Ward 
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to a Committee of twenty one. That the faid Committee . Geo. 
be a Committee of Secrecy ; that they be choſen by way of bal- \.-wyar 
loting : And, That the Members of the Houſe ſhould on the — — 
monday following prepare liſts for that purpoſe, &c. int | 
April 13, Colonel Bladen F, member for Stockbridge, 
reported from the Committee, that the Majority had fallen 
upon the one and twenty Perſons following, viz. Sir Richard 
Onſlow, Bart. (2) member for Surry ; Mr R. Walpole (5) ; 
Mr Cowper (c), member for Truro ; General Stanhope (4) ; 
Mr Boſcawen (e), member for Penryn; Mr W. Pulteney (/. 
member for Heydon ; Mr Lechmere (g), member for Cock- 
ermouth ; Daniel lord Finch (5), member for Rutlandſhire ; 
Mr John Aiſlabie ()), member for Ripon ; Mr Vernon, Their Names. 
member for Worceſterſhire; the Earl of Hertford (4), mem- 
ber for Northumberland ; Mr Edward Wortley Montague, 
member for Weſtminſter; Sir David Dalrymple, Bart. () mem- 
ber for Haddington, &c. Mr George Baile (n), member for 
Berwickſhire ; Sir Joſeph Jekyll (2), member for Lyming- 
ton; Lieutenant General Erle (o), member for Wareham ; 
Mr Richard Hampden (p), member for the County of Bucks; 
Sir Robert Marſham (4), member for Maidſton ; Mr Den- 
ton (r), member for Buckingham: Mr Thomas Pitt (5), ſen. 


member for Old Sarum ; Lord Coningsby (:), member for 


Leominſter. 

An objection being made by ſome members to Sir Joſeph 
Jekyll's being one of the ſaid Committee, he having not ta- 
ken the oaths at the table ; it was readily anſwered, that the 
ſame was not owing to any voluntary negle&, Sir Joſeph Je- 
kyll being employed in the circuits, as Judge of the County 
Palatine of Cheſter. Whereupon it was reſolv'd, That Sir 
Joſeph Jekyll being a Member of this Houſe, was capable of 
being choſen of the Ig of Secrecy, altho he had not 

| 2 been 


7 Comptroll r of the Mint, ſince made Commiſſioner of Trade. 

a) Appointed Chancellor of the Excheq:er, Oct. 5. 1714, in the room of 
Sr Willtam Wyndham, Bart, and ſince created a Baran, (b) Vide P. 4. 
(e) Ci Juice of Cheſter, made a Fudge of Commu Pleas, Oct. 24, 1727. 
(d) Vid. P. 14. (e) Oue of the Vice-Treaſurers and Pavmuicrs-Ucneral of 
Ireland, P. C. created Lord Viſcou:t Falmouth, June 8. 1720. (f) Via. 
P. 5. (g) Mrds Sli itur General, Oct. 9. 1714. Attor.:es Geuer l NMIarch 
14, 1717-18. Chancellor f the Datehy of Lancaſter, June 12. 1717, and 
created a Baran, Aug. 25, 17/21, and P. C. (h) Vid. P. 9. (i) A 
Trea ſaver qq Navy in i: rom of Ar. Cœſar, then a Lid of te Tear) 
Chanceilar and Under-Treaſurcy of the Exchequzr, and P. C. (K) Carrara 7 
the ſecond Trop of Grzrds, Governcy of U inmout't Fort, &c. (i) Lord 
An:ate for Scotland. ( 4 Lord of the Tre ſip, (n] (Hef Juſtice of 
Cheſter, afterwards M.yter of the Rolls. and P. C. (o) L.,, of 11 4 
O-212n:e, Covern of Portſmouth, % P. C. ( Tilly of the Exihenerr, 
aj terwards Treaſurer of the Navy, and P. C. (q) Created Lord omney, 
June 25, 1716. (r) Att:rney-Ueneral of the Dry of Lancolter, mnite wn 
Fudge of Common Plans, Vang 24. 1522, (s) Afterwards made Groerny 1, 
— (t) Ce A Engiuh Earl, April 25, 15:15. 
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Anne t. Geo.t, been ſworn at the table; And it was alſo order d, I. That the 


books and papers order'd to remain in the cuſtody of the 
Clerk, 'till this Committee was choſen, be delivered to the 
ſaid Committee ; and that they do examine the ſame, and 
report to the Houſe what they find material in them ; and 
that they, or any five of them, do.meet this afternoon, and 
fit de die in diem; II. That the ſaid Committee have power to 
ſend for perions, papers, and records. 

The Commitice of Secrecy met that evening, and choſe 


_— Robert Walpole their Chairman; but that Gentleman 


being the next day taken ill, the Committee choſe Mr Se- 
cretary Stanhope to ſupply his place of Chairman, and for 
diſpatch fake, ſubdivided themſelves into three Committees, 
to each of which a certain number of books and papers were 
allotted. 


May 13, The Committee of the whole Houſe having ex- 


amin d the accounts laid before them, relating to the Civil Lift 
in the Reigns of K. Charles II. K. James II. K. William III. 
and Qu-en Anne, and other papers on that head, the Cour- 
tiers offer d the following quettion, viz. That it appears to 
this Committee, that the ſum of 700,000 l. per annum 
* was ſettled upon King William, during his life, for the 


* ſupport of his Houſhold, and other neceſſary occaſions; and 


at the time cf his demiſe, after the deduction of 3700 l. a 


* week which was apply'd to publick uſes, was the produce of 


the Civil Liſt revenues that were continued and ſettled upon 
Queen Anne, during her life.” Which queſtion occaſion'd 
a warm and long Debate. They who propos'd it had two 
things principally in their view ; I. To vindicate the preſent 
Miniſtry from the aſperſions caſt upon them, and induſtriouſly 
ſpread about, by the emiſſaries of the late Managers, that 
the Courtiers deſign'd to give the King a larger revenue than 
his Predeceſſors had enjoy d; and, II. To make good the 
branches of the revenue aſſigned for the ſupport of the Civil 
Lift, which had been alienated, or abridg'd, ſo that the 
whole neat produce might amount to the ſum of 700,000 l. 
per annum. 


The leading Men among the oppoſite Party, being ſenfible |} 


of the firſt, and pretending, at leaft, to be ignorant of the 
conſequences of this preliminary queſtion, inſiſted a long 
while, © That it was enſnaring : That what had been done 


by former Parliaments ought not to be a ſtanding rule for 


the ſubſequent : That ſuppoſing the Parliament had given 
King William a revenue of 700,000 |. per annum for the 
Civil Liſt, they ought to conſider, that he was to pay out of 
it 50,000 |. per annum to the late Queen, then Princeſs of 
Denmark; 15 or 20000 I. per annum to the late Duke of 


Slouceſter; and 40,000 |. fer the dewry of the late King 


James's 


1 — 
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James's Queen : That after the late Queen's acceſſion to the 


Civil Liſt revenues exceeded what they had been given for; 
the ſum of 3700 l. per Week, (that is 192,400 l. per annum) 


| was taken out of tem, and apply'd to other uſes ; notwith- 


ſtanding which deduction, the late Queen had honourably 
maintain'd her Family, and ſupported the dignity of the 
Crown: However, if the preſent revenues of the Civil Liſt 
were not ſufficient. they were ready to conſent to an additi- 
on.” The Courtiers anſwer d, That the queition before 
them was founded upon facts, which, if deny'd, they were 


ready to prove by the records of the Houſe.” But Sir Willi- sir w. Wyndham. | 


am Wyndham till urging that the queſtion was enſnaring, 


General Stanhope anſaer d, That he would be very plain General Stanhope. 


with them, and own, that as 'twas notorious, that great en- 
deavours had been uſed to alienate the affection of the People 
from the King and his Government by falſe ſuggeſtions, that 
they deſign d to plunge the Nation into extraordinary expen- 
ces, they thought it highly neceſſary to clear his Majeſty and 
his Miniſters from that malicious afperfion.” To this the lord 


* Guernſey, member for Surry, reply'd, That the diſſaffec- Lord Ou. 


tion of the People, if any, did not proceed from his Majeſty, 
but from the hardſhips his Miniſters put on the Friends of 
the late Miniſtry.” Lo whick it was return d, That as ſoon 
as it was made known to the world, how the late Miniftry 
had uſed the whole Nation, nothing that could be done 
azainſt them, would then be thought a hardſhip ; but, how- 
ever, that neither that noble member, nor any of his fami- 
ly, had reaſon to complain of hardhips.” After ſome other 
Speeches, which prolong'd the Debate from two till about 
five in the afternoon, the Country Party endeavour'd to drop 
the queſtion, by moving that the Speaker reſume the Chair: 
but the queſtion being put upon this queſtion, the ſame was 
carried in the negative by 244 Voices againſt 148: After 
which, the firſt queſtion was put, and carry'd in the affir- 
mative by about the ſame majority. Then the victorious 
Party moy'd, That to enable his Majeſty to ſupport the 
dignity of the Crown, and to wake an honourable proviſion 
for the Royal Family, there be granted to his Majeſty, dur- 
ing his life, an additional revenue, which, together with the 
neat produce of the Civil Liſt branches, may make up the 
clear yearly ſum of 700,000 1. for the ſervice of his Myjeſty's 
Houſhold and Family, and for his other neceſſary expences 
and occaſions.” The queltion being put upon this motion, 


the ſame occaſion d another great Debate. Sir Thomas Han- ir & 2 
— 


mer, Mr Bromley, Sir William Wyndham, Mr Cæſar, Mr 


Hunger- 
® New Earl of Ayleaiord. 


Anno 1. Ges. L. 
Throne, the Parliament taking notice that the produce of the * 


Artur. Geo. I. 
1715. 


Mr Hungerford. 


Mr Walpole. 
General Star hope. 
Mr_Lechmere. 
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Hungerford, and ſome other leading Members of the late 
Miniltry, who, on this occafion, were lrengthen'd and back'd 
by ſome eminent Members of the Court Party, aid not at 
firtt directly oppoſe the queſtion, but inſinuated, That he. 
fore they came to that reſolution, it ſhould be proper that 
a particular of the King's expences ſhould be laid before the 
Houſe.” Mr Walpole, General Stanhope, Mr Lechmere, and 
ſome other Courtiers, who, on this occaſion, were join'd by 
ſome of the oppoſite Party, having exploded that propoſal as 
altogether inconſiſtent with the King's honour, to have all the 
private expences of his Family and Houſhold look'd into, as 
if he had need of a Guardian, the Country Party then 
mov d, that the ſum of 600,000 l. per annum be given to 
his Majeſty, and 100,000 |. per annum ſettled on the Prince 
of Wales. The Courtiers perceiving that the propoſal of 
giving the Prince of Wales a ſeparate revenue, was only a 
deſign to divide the Royal Family, by leflening the next 
Heir Apparent's dependence on the King, oppos d it with 
great warmth ; and the queſtion being put upon that mo- 
tion, the fame was carry'd in the negative by a great 


majority. The Country Party having loſt theſe two points, 


dir N. Wyndham. 


ſome of that Party more openly oppos d the main queſtion, 
among the reſt, Sir William Wyndham ſaid, He had the 
honour to ſerve Queen Anne, and had the opportunity to 


look both into her revenue and expences ; and he could aſ- 


Gen, Snhepe. 


ſure the Houſe, that about 500, ooo Il. per annum, were 
ſuſficient for the ſupport of her Family and Civil Liſt; tho' 
ſhe reſerv'd about 50,0001. a year for the late King James's 
Conſort. * The Courtiers were glad of this laſt conteflion ; 


and General Stanhope deſir d the Committee to take Notice 


of what that Gentleman had advanc'd, becauſe it would 
ſerve to confirm ſome matters, which the Committce of Se- 
crecy had found in the papers that were laid before them. 
A Courtier, who, at that time, ſpoke on the oppoſite ſide, 
made ſome reflections on the preſent unthrifty adminiſtration 


of his Majeſty's revenue; and, in particular, took notice of 


the {alaries of the Judges being advanc'd ; not, ſaid he, for 
lervices done, but expected. Upon the whole matter, the 
queſtion being put upon the motion before mention'd, about 
ſeven o'clock in the evening, the ſame was carry'd in the 
atlirmative without dividing. | | 

May 18. The Commons reſolved themſelves into a Com- 
mittce of the whole Houſe, to conſider of the ſeveral liſts 
and accounts of annuities, penſions, and bounties granted by 
the late Queen, or his preſent Majeſly; upon which there 


aroſe a warm Debate. The leading Men among the Friends 


of the late Miniftry, ſupported again by a great many Cour- 
tiers, exclaim'd againtt the penſions given by the Crown to 
| COT ſeveral 
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ſeveral perſons of quality, ſome of whom they nam'd who Anno 1. Geo. . 
had no occaſion for them; and a motion was made, that an 
Addreſs be preſented to his Majelty, that he would be pleas'd Motion for an Ad 
to retrench all unneceſſary penſions, and grant no more any m in Een 
ſuch for the future. Hereupon Mr R. Walpole ſhew'd, fon, &c. 
That they ought not to ſtint the King's beneficence, nor Mr robert Wa: 
debar his Majeſty from the exerciſe of the molt glorious — 
branch of his royal prerogative, which is to beſtow his fa- 
vours on ſuch as diſtinguiſh themſelves in his ſervice. He 
was ſeconded by Mr Hampden, who, on the other hand, u- H. upden 
| obſerv'd, that all the penſions about which ſo much noiſe 
was made, did not amount to above 250001. a year; and 
to wave the motion made by the Country Party, he mov'd, 
that the Chairman ſhould leave the Chair ; which, being put 
to the vote, paſs d in the affirmative, by 191 votes againſt 
188; ſo that the Court Party carry d it by three voices only. 

May 23. The Commons, in a grand Committee on the 
Supply, came to this reſolution, viz. That to enable his Ma- i Ls 
jetty to ſupport the dignity of the Crown, and to make an num Kante fi n. 
honourable proviſion for the Royal Family, there be granted l k 
to his Majeſty, during his life, an additional revenue of 
1200001. per annum; which, together with the neat pro- 
duce of the Civil Liſt branches, may make up the clear yearly 
ſum of 700000 I. for the ſervice of his Majeſty's Houthold 
and Family, and other his neceſſary expences and occaſions. 
This reſolution was May 24 reported, and agreed to by the 
Houſe. | 

June t. The Lords having ſent to the Common 7 the Bili 
for the better regulating the Forces, &c. and the amendments 
to the Bill by the Lords being read, a motion was made, Motion on the B:!! 
that the farther conſideration of thoſe amendments be ad- Foce, gas 
journ'd, which was carry'd in the negative ; and then thoſe 
amendments being read a ſecond time, were agreed to by the | 
Houſe. * Mr Shippen, member for Newton in Lancaſhire, Mr $hippen's 
having, on this occaſion, reflected on the adminiſtration, as 
if they deſign'd to ſet up a ſtanding army, and infinuated, 
as if, after all the great clamour that had been rais'd, their 
lecret Committee would end in ſmoke ; he was taken up by 
Mr Boſcawen, who faid, © He could not forbear taking Mc. Nen. 
notice of the infolence of a certain ſet of men, who having 
committed the blackeſt crimes, had yet the aſſurance to dare 
the juſtice of the Nation ; but he hoped thoſe crimes would 
not long remain unpuniſh'd : That the Committee of Secre- 
cy were ready to make their Report; and had directed their 
Chairman to move the Houſe the very next day, that a day 
might be appointed for receiving the 1aid Report; and that, 

1 


* One of the Commiraners of poli- Heraeus in the laft reign. 
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Anro 1. Geo.l. in the mean time, he might venture to aſſure the Houſe, 
— that they had found ſufficient matter to impeach of High 
Treaſon ſeveral Lords and ſome Commoners. Mr R. Wal- 
Mr Walpole. pole faid, * That he wanted words to expreſs the villany of 
An. Stanhope, The laft Frenchify'd Miniſtry ; and General Stanhope added, 
he wonder'd, that men who were guilty of ſuch enormous 
crimes, had ſtill the audaciouſneſs to appear in the publick 

ſtreets. ' | 

Jure 2, Mr Robert Walpole acquainted the Houſe from 
the Com mittce of Secrecy, That they had examined the 

Mr Wales Books, &c. referred to them, and had matters of the greateſt 

| Motion for r-ceiv- importance to lay before the Houſe; and that the Committee 

— had directed him to move the Houſe, that a day might be ap- 

— pointed for receiving their Report.” Upon Which, after a 
{mall Debate, it was order'd, that the ſaid Report be receiv d 
upon that day ſev'nnight ; and that all the Members do attend 
at that Time, upon pain of incurring the higheſt diſpleaſure 
of the Houle. 

Fune 3. The King came to the Houſe of Peers, and gave 
the royal aſſent to the Malt-Bill and the Mutiny-Bill, and 
his Majeſty being gone, the Commons ret:.rn'd to their 
Houſe, and order d, that the Committee of Secrecy ſhould 
have leave to fit during the adjournment of the Houſe, who 

a. 34 then adjourn'd till the 8th of June, by reaſon of the Whit- 
ſuntide Holidays. 5 

Jure 9, Mr Robert Walpole, from the Committee of 
Secrecy, acquainted the Houſe, That he had a Re- 
port to preſent; (according to their order) but that he had 
the commands of the Committee to make a motion to the 
Houſe before he read the Report ; that there are in the Re- 
port matters of the higheſt importance: That although the 
Committee had power to ſend for perſons, papers, and re- 
cords, they did not think fit to make uſe thereof, believing 

it to be neceſſary, in order to bring offenders to juſtice, that 
Mr Walpole'® ſome perſons ſhould be ſecur'd, before tis poſſible they ſhould 
preberding wh know what they are to be examin'd to; and left they ſhould 
de named by ie have nctice from what ſhould be read in the Report, to make 
Chaiman of ile their eſcape, he was commanded by the Committee, ac- 
cording to former precedents, to move, that a warrant may 
be iſſued by Mr Speaker, to apprehend certain perſons who 
ſhall be nam'd to him by the Chairman of the ſaid Com- 
mittee ; and that no Members may be permitted to go out 

of the Houſe. 

Hereupon it was order'd, I. That the Lobby be clear'd 
of all ſtrangers, and the back-doors of the Speaker's cham- 

ber be lock'd up, and the key brought and laid upon the 
table; and that the Serjeant do ſtand at the door of the 
Houſe, and ſuffer no Member to go forth. II. That Mr 
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Speaker do iſſue his Warrant to the Serjeant at Arms at- „ 
tending the Houſe, to take into his Cuſtody ſuch Perſons a 
ſhall be nam'd to Mr Speaker by the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy, in order to their being examined before 


the ſaid Committee. 


Hereupon Mr Speaker iſſued out his Warrant to the Ser- 
jeant at Arms, to take into his Cuſtody ſeveral Perſons that 
were nam d to him by Mr Waipole, particularly Mr Mlat- 
thew Prior, and Mr Thomas Harley, the firit of whom was 
immediately apprehended, and the other ſome Hours after. | 
This done, Mr Walpole acquainted the Houſe, © That per fromthe 
the Committee of Secrecy had perus d the Books and Papers preſented, 
referr'd to them, and had agreed upon a Report, which they 
had commanded him to wa : That it was contain'd in two 
Books, one of which was the Report, and the other an Ap- 
pendix to it, containing at large thoſe Letters and Papers 
which were referr'd to in the Report.” And he read the 
Report in his Place, and afterwards deliver'd the ſame in at 
the Table, together with the Appendix and the Books which 
were referr'd to the ſaid Committee. The Reading of the ſaid 
Report having laited from one till about Six in tie Evening, 
a Motion was made by the Friends of the late Miniftry, 


| and the Queſtion put, I hat the farther Conſideration thereof 


be adjourn'd 'till next Morning, but it was carry'd in the 
Negative, by 282 againft 171, and order'c, that the Report 

be now read: And the Clerk of the Houſe having read Part And rea 
of it, till half an Hour paſt Eight, the farther Conſideration 


of it was adjourn'd. 


June 10. The Commons reſum'd the adjourn'd Conſidera- 
tion of the Report from the Committee of Secrecy, and the 
reſt of the Report being read, which laſted till about four 


in the Afternoon, Sir Thomas Hanmer, Bart. Member 


for Suffolk, moy'd, That the Conſideration of the ſaid Re- Debate therocu | 


port be adjourn'd till the 21ſt of the fame Month, and was 


onded by the leading Men among the Friends of the late 
Miniſtry, who mov'd alſo, that the ſaid Report be printed, 

to be perus'd by all the Members of the Houſe. Hereupon 

Mr Robert Walpole faid, © He could not but wonder, that zur R. Walpte. 
thoſe Gentlemen who had ſhew'd fo great Impatience to have | 
the Report laid before the Houſe, ſhould now preſs for ad- 
journing the Conkderation of it. That as for the Committee 

of Secrecy, as they had not yet gone through all the Bran- 

ches of their Inquiry, they could have with'd ſome longer 

Time had been allow'd them to peruſe and digeſt ſeveral im- 

portant Papers. That in order to that, they would have de- 

Yor. I. D ſerr'd 


Serke of the Ir) Terliamem. 


SS 

Anno 1. G. 1. ferr'd three Weeks or a Month, the laying their Report be- | 
——_— fore the Houſe ; but that ſome Gentlemen having reflected 
on the pretended Slowneſs of the Committee; fince the ſaid 

| Report was now before them, they mult een go through 
General Stanhope. with it.” General Stanhope added, That for his own Part, | 
he would readily agree to give thoſe Gentlemen all the Time 
they could defire to conſider of the Report ; but that fince 
they themſelves had precipitated this Affair, he was of Opi- 
nion, they ought to proſecute it with Vigour, leſt, by ſtop- 
ping on a ſudden, they ſhould fortify the Notion, which the 
Friends of the late Miniſtry had, with great Induſtry, pro- 
. pagated among the People, That the Report of the Com- 
mittee of Secrecy Would vaniſh into Smoke; the rather, be- 
cauſe theſe malicious Iuſinuations had rais'd the Spirits and 

- Infolence of the Diſufected, and were the principal Cauſe of | 
the preſent Ferment among tle gidd; Multitude. That he | 
agreed with the Men.ber v0 had mov'd for the 2 | 
of the Report; that not only the Houſe, but the who | 
World, might be convinc'd of the Fairneſs and Impartialitey | | 

| 
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of their Proceedings; but that the Crimes of ſome Perſons 

nam'd in the Report were ſo obvious to every Bedy, that 

they ought, in his Opinion, immediately proceed to the im- 

prom of them.” Some propos d the adjourning the De- 

ate 'till one Time, fome till another; but the Court Party 

were reſolv'd againſt any Delays ; and the Queſtion being |} 

put about ſeven in the Evening, on the Motion made by Sir | 

Thomas Flanmer, it was carry'd in the Negative by 280 

ag2inſt 160. This Point gain d, Mr Robert Walpole faid, * 

Mr ware 4 © He made no Quellion, that, after the Report had been | 

—— : twice read, the wioie Hduſe was fully convinc'd, that Henry | 

*  ** Lord Viſcount Bulingbroke was guilty of High Treaſon, and | 

other High Crimes and Miſdemeanours: That therefore he | 

impeach'd him of thoſe Crimes ; but if any Member had an 

Thing to ſav in lis Behalf, he doubted not but the Houf: 

Debate there. was ready to hear him.“ After a deep Silence in the Houſe Th 
Mr lluagerford. for ſome Minutes, Mr Hungerford roſe up and ſaid, © That, 
in his Opinion, nothing was mention'd in the Report, in Re- 
lation to the Lord Bolingbroke, that amounted to High 
General neſs, Treaſon.” Ard General Rois ſaid, He wonder'd no Body 
ipoke in Favour of the Lord Bolingbroke : That, for his 
own Part, he Lad nothing to fay at preſent ; but reſerv'd to 

The Imrexh- himſelf to ſpeak in a properer Time.” The Reſolution for 
lingoroke ag impeaching the Lord Bolingbroke of High Treaſon and 
o by ne kiaale. other High Crimes and Miſdemeanours, being paſs'd, the 
Gord Canine by. Lord Coning-by flood up, and faid, * The worthy Chairman 
Er] of Oxtor of of the Committee has impeach'd the Hand, but I do im- 
a rico peach the Fiend ; he has impeach'd the Clerk, and I the 
Juſtice ; he has impench'd the Scholar, and I the Maſter : * 
ſo 


(\27 } 
ſo impeach'd Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, of e e. . 
High Treaſon, and other High Crimes and Miſdemeanours. 
Hereupon Mr 1 Harley made a long pathetick Speech ; Debate thereow, 
wherein he endeavour'd to juſtify his Brother, tie Earl of Maney 
Oxford, as having done nothing but by te immediate 
Commands of the late Queen; urging, * taat the Peace was 
a good one, and approv das fect by wo Purtaments : Con- 
cluding, that the Facts mentio:. 4 in the Report. and which 
were Caarg'd on the Earl, could not be contirued to amount 
to High Tre::for, but only, in rift Rigour, to Mildemea- 
nours.' He was back'd by ir + Tnomas Foley, Member Mr Thomas Petey. 


for Herctord, the Ear! s Brother-in-Law, who complain'd of 


the Hardſhip put pon that Nobleman, in charging him 

with High treafon, before then had ex:mined tne Report: 

But what was yet more f:v-ovrzble for the Earl, was ſpoke 

by Sir Joſeph Jekyll, one of the Committee of Secrecy, Sir joſeph Jekyll. 
who ſaid, © That as to the Lord Bolingbroke, they had more 

than ſufficient Exidence to convict him of High Treaſon, 

on the Statute 25 Edward III. but that as to the Earl of 

Oxford, he doubted whether they had either ſufficient Mat- 

ter, or Evidence to impeach him of Treaſon.” But another 

Member of the Committee of Secrecy having aſſur d the 


Houſe, That beſides what had appear'd before them, and 


was mention'd in the Report, they had other Evidence, viva 
Face : It was refoly'd, without a Diviſion, That this Houſe 


will impeach Robert Earl of Oxford, and Earl Mortimer, of The Impeach» 


ne A : : k ment of Roo 
High Treaſon, and other High Crimes and Miſcemeanours : u Oxfort 
And order'd, that it be referr d to the Committee of Secre- Hus. 


cy, to draw up Articles of Impeachment, and prepare Evi- Articles aming 


dence againſt Henry Viicount Bolingbroke, and Robert Earl Lend Bolingbroke 


| k * 4 and the Earl of 
of Oxford and Earl Mortimer. After this, it was order'd Oxford order'4ts 


likewiſe, that the farther Conſideration of the ſaid Report ED th 


be adjourn'd ; and that the ſaid Report, with the Appendix, The 


Report from 
* — ts 
June 11. The Commons order'd the Speaker to ſend a de printed, 
printed Copy of the Report from the Committee of Secrecy And nt to the 
to the Sheriff of every County, and to the returning Officer eite &: 
of every City and Borough ſending Members to Parliament. 
Faze 15. Mr Walpole, from the Committee of Secrecy, 
acquainted the Houſe, That he was directed by the Com- 


mittee to move the Houſe, That the Perſons taken into Cu- 


ſt ody, purſuant to the Order of the Houſe of the gth Inſt. 
might be examin'd in the moſt ſolemn Manner, according to 
former Precedents. Upon which it was order'd, That 


ſuch Members of the Committee of Secrecy, who are 


Tulliges of the Peace for the County of Middleſex, ſhould 
D 2 | examine 
4 + Bogh of them 4rditurs of the Ereſt for Lage. 
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it his Duty to impeach james Duke of Ormond of High 


Debate thereon. 
Mr Roſcau en. 
Mr 5 


'EConeral Tuniicy, 


NH 
examine Mr Matthew Prior, and Mr Thomas Harley, at 
the ſaid Committee. 

Fune 17. Mr Walpole acquainted the Houſe, That pur- 
ſuant to their Order, Matthew Prior, Eſq; hed been, the 
Day before, examin'd before the Committee of Secrecy, and 
during a long Examination, there ap; car'd Matters of ſuch 
Importance, that the Committee had directed him to move 
the Houſe, that he might be confin'd in cloſe Cuſtody, and 
no Perſon permitted to come to him: Upon which it was 


'! order'd, That Mr Matthew Prior, now in Cuitody of the 
' Serjeant at Arms, be conſin'd in clote Cuitody, and no Per- 
ſon permitted to come to him without Leave from Mr 


Speaker. 


The Account of hat paſs'd at Mr Prior's Examination, 


as drawn up by his own Hand, may be ſcen in the 4 PPEN- 
DIX to this Work. 

June 21. The Houſe having, according to Order, con- 
fider'd farther of the Report from the Committee of Secrecy, 
Gen. Stanhope ſtood up and ſaid, * He wich d he were not 
oblig'd to break Silence on that Occaſion; but that as a 
Member of the Secret Committee, and of that great Af- 
ſembly, which ought to do the Nation Juſtice, he thought 
Treaſon, and other Hig Crimes and Miſdemeanours; and 
was ſeconded by Mr Boſcawen. Hereupon Mr Archibald Hut 
cheſon, Member for Haſtings, made a long Speech in be- 
half of the Duke of Ormond, wherein he ſet forth, his 
noble Birth and Qualificatiors ; ard the great Services which 
both he and his illuſtrious. Anceſtors had perform'd to the 
Crown and Nation ; urg'd, That in the whole Courſe of his 
late Conduct, he had but obey d the late Queen's Commands; 
and concluded, That if all that was alledg'd againſt his 
Grace in the Report could be made out, it would, in the 
Rigour of the Law, amount to no more than High Miſde- 


me:nours.* This Speech made a great Impreſſion on the 


Aſſembly ; and Mr Hutcheſon was ſeconded by General 
Lumley, Member for Arundel, who faid, among other 


Things. That the Duke of Ormond had, on all Occaſions, 


given fignal Proofs both of his Affection and Love for his 
Country, and of his perfonal Bravery and Courage, particu- 
larly at the Batile of Landen, where he was wounded and 
taken Priſoner ; and that the late King William was ex- 
tremely ſatisfy d with his Grace's gallant Behaviour. That 
his Grace had generoully expended the beſt Part of his Eſtate 
in the Wars, living in a molt noble and ſplendid Manner, 

fer 
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for the Honour of his Country: That therefore, in Conſi- 


deration both of his great Services, and his illuſtrious Re- 


tions, if he had of late been fo unfortunate as to fail in 
any Part of his Conduct, they ought not to proceed againſt 


bim with the utmoit Rigour of the Law; the rather, be- 


cauſe he ever meant well, and was drawn into ill Meaſures 
by crafty Miniftters. * Sir Joſeph Jekyll ſpo'te likewile in 
Favcur of the Duke of Ormond : He fail, That if there 
was Room for Merc, he hoped it would be ſhe vn to that 
noble, generous, and courageous Peer, who, for inany Years, 


had exerted thoſe great Accoripliſaments for the Good and 


Honour of his Country. That if of late he had the Mis- 


fortune to deviate from his former Conduct, the Bl ime ought 
not, in Jultice and Equity, be laid to him, but to them 
principally, who abuſing his Affection, Loyalty, and Zeal 
for the Service of his Royal Niiſtreſs, had drawn him into 
pernicious Counſels: That therefore, as the Statute of the 
25t: Edward III. on which the Charge of High Treaſon 


Anno t. Gee. 1. 
1715. 


Sir Joſegh Je. 


againſt his Grace was to be grounded, had been mitigated 


by ſubſequent Laws, the Houle ought not, in his Opinion, 
to take Advantage of that Act againſt the Duke, but only 
impeach him of High Crimes and Miſdemeanours. He 
added, © "That ſome Perions endeavour'd to aggravate the 
Duke of Ormond's Faults, by charging upon ham the Riots 
and Tumults which the Populace committed ay in many 

id no Ways 


Places; but that he durſt averr, that his Grace 


countenance thoſe diforders ; and if the diſaffected made uſe 
of his Name, unknown to him, his Grace ought not to ſuffer 


for it.” General Roſs laid great Streſs upon Sir Joſeph Gn. nos. 


Jekyll's Opinion, and faid all he could in his Com 


tion, and the Duke's Defence. Sir William Wyndham, sir w. Wyndham. 
Member for Somerſetſhire, Mr Thomas Onſlow, Member M: r. Onfow. 
for Surrey, Mr Ward, Mr Hungerford, and fome other wr war. 
Members of both Parties, ſpoke alſo on the ſame Side: But —_— 
Mr Lyddal, Member for Leſtwithiel, Mr Hampden, and bur nm. 


Mr Thompſon, Member for Ipſwich, did ſtrongly ſupport 
General Stanhope's Motion ; _— all that had been al- 
ledg'd in the Duke's Favour ; and among other Things re 
preſented, © That he ever affected Popularity; that he could 
not be ignorant of the 'Tumults and Riots of which his 
Name was the Signal; and that ſince he did not publickly 


diſoun them who made Uſe of his Name, his Silence was 


a tacit Approbation of their Proceedings, and ſeem'd to 
ſummon the People to a general Inſurrection. 
| | Sir 


Mr H:mpden. 
Mr 'Taompton. 
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Sir Edward Northey, Member ſor Tiverton, ſaid chat 
he did not diſown, but that in the Report of the Committee 
of Secrecy, there were ſome Matters, on which an Impeach- 
ment of High Treaſen might be grounded againſt the Dube 
of Ormond ; but he did not think it proper to explain him- 
ſelf farther on that Occaſion. Mr Lechmerc, {poke pla iner, 
and mention d a Cale parallel to the Duke's, hien had 
been adjudg'd Treaſon. This Debate liked from One till 
about half an Hour pall Ten, when the Queition was put, 
and refolv'd by a Majority of 234 Voices againft 187, to 
impeach james Duke of Ormond of High Treaſon. and 
other itigh Crimes and Miſdemeanours. After which it was 
order'd, That it be referr'd to the Committee of Secrecy to 
draw up Articles of Impeachment, and prepare Evic nce 
againſt James Duke of Ormond ; and that the farther Con- 
fideraticn of the ſaid Report be adjourn'd to the next 
Morning. 

Tune 22. The Commons reſum'd the Conſideration of the 
Report from the Committee of Secrecy, and Mr Aillaby, 
who ſpoke firit, © Took Notice of the general Concern that 
had appear'd the Day before in the Houſe, for the noble 
Perſon that was impeach'd ; becauſe they were perſuaded, 
twas rather through Weakneſs than Malice that he had 
follow'd pernicious Counſels ; but that, in his Opinion, fe, 
if any, would ſpeak in Favour of another Lord, whom he 
was to impeach. That the Perſon he meant, was Thomas 
Earl of Strafford, one of the Plenipotentiaries of Great Bri- 
tain at the Congreſs of Utrecht; whoſe Conduct had been 
vaſtly different from that of his Colleague, the Lord Biſhop 
of London. That this good and pious Prelate ſeem'd to 
have been put at the Head of that Negociation, only to 
palliate the Iniquity of it, under the Sacredneſs of his Cha- 
racter; but was little more than a Cypher in the Abſence of 
the Earl of Strafford. That the Biſhop not being in the 
Secret, had acted with Reſerve and Caution, and would do 
nothing without the Queen's ſpecial Commands; whereas 
the Earl of Strafford not 0:14 was forward to venture and 


undertake any Thing, as he expreſſes himſelf in one of lis 


Letters, to be the Tool of a Frenchify'd Miniſtry; but in 
many luſtances had gone beyond his Inſtructions, and ad- 
vis d the moſt pernicious Meaſures. That having impar- 
tially weigh'd the different Conduct of theſe two Miniſtcr:, 
te was glad that nothing could be charg'd upon the Biſhop, 
ſince it gave them an Opportunity to convince the World, 
that the Church is not in Danger ; but mov'd that Thomas 
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F:rl of Strafford be impeach'd of High Crimes and Miſde- 


meancurs.* Mr Aiflaby afterwards enlarg'd upon this 
Charge, which he reduc'd to theſe three principal Heads, 
viz. I. The Earl of Strafford's adviſing the fatal Suſpenſion 
of Arms, which was ſoon after attended with ſeveral Miſ- 


fortunes that befel the Allies; and at laſt reduc'd them to 


the Neceſſity of ſubmitting to the Terms of an unſafe, dif- 
honourable Peace. IT. Adviſing the ſeizing of Ghent and 


Bruges, in order to diſtreſs the Allies, and favour the Ene- 


my. III. The Inſolence and Contempt with which he had 
treated the moſt ſerene Houſe of Hanover, and their Ge- 
nerals and Minifters. * 

Mr Bailie, having ſeconded Mr Aiſlaby, Sir William 
Wyndham endeavour d to juttify the Farl of Strafford, as to 
the firſt Head, by ſaying, © "That the Peace, which was 
but the Sequel and neceſſary Conſequence of the Suſpenſion 
of Arms, had been approv'd as ſuch by two ſucceſſive Par- 
laments, and declar'd advantageous, ſafe, and honourable. * 
Mr Shippen, Mr Ward, and Mr Snell, Member for Glou- 
ceſter, ſpoke alſo in Favour of the Earl of Stratford ; as did 
alſo Mr Hungerford, who, among other Things, ſaid, 
That tho* the Bilhop of London had an equal Share 
with the Earl of Strafford in the Negociation of Peace, he 
was, it ſeems, to have the Benefit of his Clergy. General 
Roſs having likewiſe ſaid ſomething to excuſe the Suſpenſion 
of Arms, General Cadogan F Member for Woodſtock an- 
ſwer d, That confidering the Situation of both Armies, 
the Confederates loſt the faireſt Opportunity they ever had 
in Flanders, to deſtroy the Enemy's Army, and to penetrate 
into the very Heart of France; but added, That nothing 
leſs could be expected from a Princeſs and a Miniſtry, who 
had entirely deliver'd themſelves into the Hands of France.” 
Sir James Campbel, Member for the Shire of Argyle ſpoke 
alſo againſt the Earl of Strafford : Sir David Dalrymple, 
ſumm'd up what had been ſaid on both Sides; and having 


 Hluſtrated the preſent Caſe by parallel Initances and proper 


Obſervations, urg'd, that both by the Civil and Statute 
Laws, the Earl of Stratford was, at leaſt, guilty of High 
Crimes and Miſdemeanours. Hereupon, about ſeveu in the 
Evening, the Queſtion was put, and by 268 Voices againſt 
100, it was refolv'd, That the Houte will impeach Thomas 


Earl of Strafford of High Crimes and Miſdemeanours; and 


order'd, That it be reterr'd to the Committee of Secrecy, 
to draw up Articles of Impeachment, and prepare Evidence 


againſt the ſaid Earl. 
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anzo ce. l. Fay 4. The Howie refolv'd itſelf into a grand Commit- 
LAWRY tee, upon an ingruited Bill from the Lords, intitled, An 
Ad to expluin the At mad? in the 12th Year of King 
William the Third, intitled, An Act for the farther Limi- 
tation of the Crown, and better ſecuring the Kights and Li- 
berties of the Subject. A Clauic having been inſerted in 
the {aid Bill, whereby a Door ſcem'd to be left open for | 
the Aunifſion of Foreigners into Places, many of the Court | 
Party, headed by Mr Hampden, looh'd upon that Bill as 
dai. gerous to our Conſtitution ; and the Frieads of the late 
Minittry, who reſolv'd to oppoſe it, thinking this a proper 
ortunicy to make it drop, mov d that the Conſideration 
Debate o” the li of it be put eff to another Day: But tue Queſtion being put 
_ Act} V. Wl. thereupon was carried in the Negative by 141 againſt 139. 
2 — Un, xc. Then the Committee went thro the Bull, and made an 
| Amendment to the Clauſe before- mertion d, the Report of 
which was put off till the 6th of July. Ou that Day Mr 
Lowther, Member for Cumberland, reported from the 
Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom the engroſſed Bill 
from the Lords, intitled, 4x Ad to explain the Ad made in 
the 12th Year of the Reign of King William III. intitled, An 
Aa for the farther Limitation of the C.-oxrrr, Kc. was com- 
mitted, the Amendment they had directed him to report to 
the Houſe ; which he read in his Place, and afterwards de- 
livered in at the Table, where the .me was twice read: 
And a Motion being made, that the Bill be recommitted, 
Mr Shippen. there aroſe a Debate that laited near three Hours: Mr Ship- 
pen, with ſome others raiſed ſeveral Objections againſt the 
Mir k. Walpole. Bill, but were anſwered by Mr Robert Walpole, Mr Boſ- 
Mr Boſcawen. cawen, and ſome others of the Court Party, and the Queſti- 
on being put upon the ſaid Motion, it was carried in the Ne- 
g.tive by 190 againſt 140. And then the Amendment, 
with an Amendment thereto, was agreed to by the Houſe. 
Fuls 7. Mr Robert Walrole, from the Committee of Se- 
M: wrote from crecy, 2cquainced the Houle, © I hat the Committee having 
mee vt  Prevared Articles of Impeachment of High Treaſon and other 


of Secrecy ; 7; 

- «Taq 1 Ar High Crin,e and Miicemeanours, againſt Robert Earl of 
Ful el Card, Oxford and Ear! Mortimer, had commanded him to acquaint 
the Houſe, that they ſhouid, in a ſhort Time, have farther 
Articles again:t the ſaid Earl; and that the Committee had 
dir-ted him to report the Articles, already prepared, to the 
Hue: And he re: d them in his Place, and afterwards de- 
livered them in at the Table, where they were once read. 
After this it was moved that the farther Conſideration of 
the ſaid Articles be adjourn'd to that Day ſe'nnight; but it 
was carry'd, without dividing, That the faid Report be read | 
a fecond Time the next Day. At which Time the firſt Ten 

Articles of Impeachment againſt Robert Larl of — 
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and Farl Mortimer, were read a ſecond Time; and upon 
the Queſtion ſeverally put thereupon, with Amendments to 
ſome of them, there was a long Debate from Two till 
Eight in the Evening, when they were agreed to, by 280 
againſt 125. 'Then a Motion being made and the Queition 
put, That the ferther Conſideration of the ſauid Report be 
adjourn'd ' till the next lorning, the ſame was carry'd in 
the Negative, by 247 againit 139. Hereupon the Eleventh 
Article was rea: a tecond Time, and amended by the Houſe ; 
and then there arote 2 great Debate, upon the Queſtion, 
Whether the ſaid Aricle was High Treaſon? Sir Robert 
Raymond. Mr William Bromlev, * Member for the Uni- 
veriity of Oxford, Sir William Wyndham, Mr Edward Harley, 
Mr Thomas Foley, Mr Ward, and Mr Jungerford, main- 


tain'd the Negative; and were ſtrongly ſupported by Sir Jo- 


ſeph Jekyll, one cf the Committee of Secrecy, who ſaid, 
That it was ever his Principle to do juſtice to every Body, 
from the higheſt to the lowet! ; being perſuaded, that it was 
the Duty of an honeſt Man never to act by a Spirit of Party. 
That he hoped he might pretend to have ſome Knowledge 
of the Laws of the Kingdom; and as, in the Committee of 
Secrecy, he had taken the Liberty to differ from his Cole 
leagues, he would not ſcruple to declare now to the whole 
Houſe, that, in his Judgment, the Charge in Queſtion did 
not amount to High 'Fre:ton.” Moſt of tne other Members 
of the Committee of Secrecy were offended at this Speech: 
And thereupon Mr Robert Walpole anſwer'd. That there 
were both in and out of the Committee of Secrecy, ſeveral 
Perions, who did not, in the leaſt, yield to the Member that 
ſpoke laſt, in Point of Honeſty ; and who, without derogat- 
ing from his Merit, were ſuperior to him in the Knowledge 
of the Laws; but who, at the ſame Time, were ſatisſied 
that the Charge ſpecified in the Eleventh Article amounted 
to Treaſon.” Mr Walpole was back'd by General Stanhope, 
the Lord Coningsby, General Cadogan, Mr Bfervien, and 
Mr Aiſlaby; and the Eleventh Article being amended, the 
ſame was agreed to by the Houſe, by 247 Votes againſt 127. 
Mr Harley endeavoured to juitify the Earl of Oxford, 
I. By urging that he ever acted by the late Qeon's poſitive 
Commands; to prove which, he offered to produce two Lyt- 
ters from her Majeſty; and II. Ihe Neceitity of miicing a 
Peace; He having upon this Occifion, advonc'd, that the 
Dutch prolong'd the War, and that their Deputies in the 
Army had often prevented the giving the Eneiny a decifive 
Blow. General Cadog in anſwer'd, that the Dutch were 
more concern'd, than any Prince or State in the Grand Alli— 
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115. 


The il Articles 


agreed to, 


; And ordered to 
be carried to the 


Loids by 
Can 


Lord 


oningsby. 


that there had not been any Campaign in Flanders, except 


that in which the Duke of Ormond commanded, that was 
not mark'd and famous to all Polterity, tor ſome ſignal and 
glorious Event, to the Advantage of the common Caule ? 
Then the reſt of the Sixteen Articles were ſeverally read a 
ſecond Time, and with Amendments to ſome of them, agreed 
unto by the Houſe, who ordered, That the ſaid Articles 
be engroſſed; and, that a Clauſe be prepared ſaving Liberty 
to the Commons to exhibit any farther Articles againſt the 
faid Robert Earl of Oxford and Farl Mortimer; and that he 
may be ſequeſter d from Parliament, and committed to ſafe 
Cuſtody. 
Jug 9. The above Clauſe vas offered to the Houſe ; and 
being twice reud. and agreed to. was ordered to be engroſſed 
with the Articles of Impeaclment. The ſame Day the In- 
grofled Articles of Impeachment againſt Robert Earl of Ox- 
ford and Farl Mortimer, were read; after which it was or- 
der'd, I. That the Lord Coningſbu do carry the faid Articles 
to the Lords: II. That his Lordſhip be directed, before he 
exhibit the ſaid Articles to the Lords. to impeach Robert 
Earl of Oxford and Mortimer, to the Effect following, viz. 


My Lords, 

« FT HE Commons aſſcmbled in Parliament having recei- 
6 ved Information of divers traiterous Practices and 
* Deſigns of a great Peer of this Houſe, Robert Earl of 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer; have commanded me to im- 
peach the ſaid Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, of High 
Treaſon, and other High Crimes and Miidemeanours : 
And I do here in their N. mes, and in the Names cf all the 
Commons of Great Britain. impeach Robert Earl of Ox- 
ford and Earl Mortimer, of High Treaſon, and other High 
Crimes and Miſdemeanours. I am farther commanded by 
the Houſe of Commons to pray and demand of your Lord- 
© ſhips, I hat the Earl of O::ford and Earl Mortimer may be 
* ſequeſter'd from Parliament, and forthwith committed to 
* ſafe Cuitody. 


After this, the Lord Coningſby, attended by moſt of thoſe. 


Members who voted for the Impeachment, went up to the 
Houſe of Peers, and at their Bir impeached Robert Earl of 
Oxford and Far! Mortimer, in the Form above-mentioned ; 
and then left with their Lordſhips the Articles of Impeach- 
ment againſt the ſaid Farl, which the Reader may find at 

large in the STATE TRIALS, Vol. 6. p. 103. 
Jah zo. The King c me to the Houſe of Lords, and the 
Commons being font for, his Mrjety gare the Royal Aſſent 
| to 
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„„ 
to ſuch Bills as were ready ; aſter which the Lord Chancel- 
lor read a Speech deliver d into his Hands by his Majeſty 


from the Ihrone, as follow: 


M Lords and Gentlemen, 


Anno 1. Ges. 1, 
1715. | 


„HE Zeal you hate thewn for preſerving the Peace 1 


66 of my Kingdoms, and your Witdom in providing ſo 
good a Law to prevent all rivzous and tumultaous Proceed- 
„ ings, give me great $:ti-{ction 3 bit I am forry to find 
that ſuch a Spirit of Rebellion has diſcover'd ittelf, as leaves 


no Room to doubt, but theſe Ditorders gre ſet on Foot 


« and encourag'd by Perſons diſaffected to my Government, 
in Expectation or being ſupported from Abroad. 
+ Tue Preſervation ot our excellent Conkitution, and the 
« Security of our holy Religion, has been, and always ſhall 
be, my chief Care; and I cannot queſtion but your Con- 
« cern for theſe invaluable Bleſſings is ſo great, as not to let 
« them be expos d to ſuch Attempts as I have certain Ad- 
« vices are preparing by the Pretender from Abroad, and 
carrying on at Ilume by a reilieſs Party in his Favour. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, | 
« In theſe Circumitances, I think it proper to ask your 
« Aſliſlance, and make no doubt but you will ſo far conſult 
« your own Security, as not to leave the Nation, under a 
« Rebellion actually begun at Home, and threaten d with 
« an Invaſion from Abroad, in a defenceleſs Condition: 


„And I ſhall look upon the Proviſion you ſhall make for 


the Safety of my People, as the belt Mark of your Aﬀec- 


„tion to me. 


The Commons being return'd to their Houſe, it was re- 
ſolv'd, Nemine Contradicente, That an humble Addreſs be 
preſented to his Majeſty, to return the moſt humble and du- 


tiful Thanks of this Houſe to his Majeity, for communicat- 


ing to his Parliament, the Advices he has received of an At- 
tempt preparing to be made upon the Nation from Abroad, 
abetted and encouraged by treaſonable Practices at Home, in 
Favour of a Popiſh Pretender; and to aſſure his Majefty, 
that this Houſe will, with their Lives and Fortunes, ſtand by 


and ſupport his Majeſty againſt all his open and ſecret Ene- 


mies; and to defire his Majeſty, that he will immediately 
give Directions for fitting out ſuch a Number of Ships as may 
effectually guard the Coaſts, and to iſſue out Co:mmiſſions for 
augmenting his Forces by Land; aſſuring his Majeſty, this 
Houſe will, without Loſs of Time, effectually enable him to 
raiſe and maintain ſuch a Number of Forces, both by Sea 
and Land, as ſhall be neceſſary for the Defence of his ſacred 
Perſon, and for the 1 of his Kingdoms, Aſter this, 

2 My» 


lating to an Inva- 
_ by the Preters 


Comrnons Aldros 
of Thanks. 
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Rin: Ar:iwer 
Bic * 0. 


( 36 ) 
Mr Freeman. Member for Hertfordſhire, flood up, and re- 
preſented, © That in fo important a Jantture, they ought to 
loſe no lime in drawing up an Addrets ; and therefore 
mov d. That the ſaid Rotation be forthwith laid before his 
Majeſty by the whole Houſe. He was ſeconded by the Lord 
Guerntey, Member for Surry, who ſaid, © It was well known 
he had. on many Occaſions, ditfer'd from ſome Members in 
that Houie ; but being now convinc'd that our Liberty, Re- 
ligion, and all that is dear to Engliſhmen, were aim d at. he 


would, e his Hand ou his Savord, rether die with his 


Sword in his Hand, than ſurvive the Prete.ider's coming in, 


tho' he were to enjoy the greitett Honours and Preterments 


under him. Mr Himpden having libewife back'd Mr Free. 
mans Motion, it pass d into a Reſolution, Nem. Cor. and 
Mr Bofcawen, who was order'd to wait on che King to know 
his Nlajedy's Pleatire, waen he would be attended by 
the Heute, having, opt fix in the Evening, reported, 
tlat hi Mijefty h. J been p. leated to appoint immediately at 
his Palace at St James's, the Home went taither, with their 
Speaber, and laid before his Mjeity tic id Reſolution, to 
which the King was pleas d to return the following Anſwer. 


_ Gentlemen, | 
„% T 'Thank you heartily for this Addreſs. The Zeal and 


40 Vigour which you ſhew upon this Occaſion, will, I 
e truſt in God, enable me to def2:t the evil Deſigns of our 
« Fnemies. I will immediately give Directions for ſuch an 
„ Increaſe of our Forces, by Sea and Land, as I ſhall judge 
receſſary for your Security ; and will order Eſtimates of 


the Charge thereof to be laid t efore you. 


Mr R. W. :Ino! 8 
Riot ien for 11 A4. 
(eis o tee King, 
to How the Of. 
son Hit-Pay 
Fu:l Pay. 


Cc netg 1 nhope. 


gen. Rot. 


The At !rcts a- 
reed io, 


Juli os. Mr Robert Wa alpole took Notice, Of the Mea- 
ſures the King had taken, purſuant to the Deſire and Advice 
of that Houſe, to ſecure his Dominions; but repreiented, 
that in Caſe of an Invaſion, the Standing Troops and new 
Levics would hardly be fufictent ; and us he thought it ne- 
ceſſarx. iv he mov'd, that the Officers in Half- Pay ſhould 
be put in a Capacity to ſerve the Nation, by allowing them 
Full Fay.“ General Stanhope fcconded Mr Walpole's Mo- 
tion; and Genera | Roſs only having made a flight Objection 
to it, ſoggelting, that, to fave Expences, the Standing Re- 

giments migut be augmented, it was refolved, That an 
knble AAdreſs be preſented t his Majeſty, that he would 
be graciou i pleaſed to allow Full Pay to fuch Half. Pay Of- 
ficers ©5 were not otherwiſe prov ided for; and that his Ma- 


jeiy woa give Orders to the tid Gen ts- hab them 


else in Neude, to be employ'd in ſuch Manner as his 
Al:; ITY y liould think fic ; 3 aud to aſſure his Majeſty, that 
this 
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this Ilonſe will ſupply ſuch extraordinary Expence as his Anno 1. Geo. I. 


1715. 


jeh, ſhould be at on tl is Account, out of the next Aids 
to be afterwards granted by Parliament. This Addreſs being 
the ſame Day preiented ty the King, his Majeſty was pleas'd 
to fry, hat he look d upon it as a freih Inſtance of the rue kings Aulwer. 
Duty and ArHetion of this Houſe, and of their Zeal for | 
« tlie Security aud Preſervation of his People and Govern- 
„ment. 

Fuly zo. Vr R. Walpole reported from the Committee of Mr Walpole, from 


the Committee of 


- S-oerecy, that they had directed kim to exhibit farther Ar- $«.recy, reports 


ticle: oi Impenchment of High Crimes and Miſdemeanours , d Aries ar 
again Robert Earl of Orford and Eari Mortimer, which he Oxford; 
read in his Place, and afterwards delivered them in at the 
Table, where they were read ; and a Motion being made, 
and the Queltion put, that the farther Conſideration of the 
ſaid Articles be adjourn d till the Tueſday following, it paſs d 
in the Negative. After this it was order d, that the ſaid Ar- ; 
ticles be reai one by one; Which was done accordingly, and, 1 
vita Amendmetts to one of them, upon the Queſtion ſeve- 
rally put therenpon, they were agreed to by the Houſe; 
who order'd, Int the id Articles be enzroiled ; and, that 
a Clauſe be prepared tor ſaving Liberty to the Commons to 
exhibit any farther Articles againſt the ſaid Robert Earl of 
Oxford and Earl Mortimer. | 

Auguſt 2. The engroſſed farther Articles of Impeachment 
againſt Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer were read 
after which it was order'd, that tne Lord Coningsby do carry r 
thoſe Articles alto to the Lords; which his Lordſhip did im- 2 gg 
mediately. The ſaid farther Articles the Reader may fee in Loi. 
the ST/TE TRIALS, Vel. 6, p. 116. The fame Day the 


King went to the Houſe of Peers, and the Commons be- 


ing ent for and attending, his Majeſty gave the Royal Aſſent 
to juch Bills as were ready. | 
Zucuft 4. Mr R. Walpole from the Committee of Secrecy 
acquainted the Houſe, that the Committee had prepared Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment of High Treaſon, and other High 
Crimes and Miſdemeanors againſt Henry Viſcount Boling- 1; wane orte 
broke; and that che Committee had commanded him, at the e rticics of f u- 


N s 4 pe chmee: ip 
ſame Time, to acquaint the Houſe, that they ſhall, in a Lord Balingo.oke. 


ſhort Time, have farther Articles to lay before the Houſe 


againſt him; and that the Committee had directed him to 
report the Articles already prepared, to the Houſe. Then 
Mr Walpole read the Articles in his Place, and afterwards 
delivered them in at the Table, where they were once read, 
and then a ſecond Time, Article by Article, and upon the 


Queſtion ſeverally put thereupon, agreed unto by the Houſe ; k arg reed 
ty | 


who order'd, That the ſaid Articles be engroſſed; and that a 
Clauſe be prepared, for ſaving Liberty to the Commons to 
: exhibit 


ate 
C38. 1 
Ancnz Herb exhibit any farther Articles againſt the ſaid Henry Viſcount 
LEW Bolingoroke, and that he may be ſequeicred from Parliament 


and — ad to ue C uitody : 


. W , Spin Mr R. Walpole, trom the Committee of Secrecy, 
"ITY OC rt acqu. united the Houſe, that toe Committee had prepared 
© n.. Articles of Impeachnicnt of ICh Fre: for, and other High 


Crimes, and Mi:deme:ncu::, again James Dake of Or- 
mond, which they had directed him to report to the Howe. 
Then Mr Walpole read the {ail Artichs in hi Face, and 
afterwards dell ver'd them in at the Table, whore they were 
once read; and alterwards a ſecond Tine, Article by Ar- 
Debate tbercen. tic e. A Motion being made, and the ():iciion put, that 
the Houſe, agree to the Firit Article, there greſe a warm 
Debate, in which a Member ſaid, that the F.cport of the 
Cemmitee of Secrecy had begun to open hi, Eves ; and 
that the Duke of Orme Flight hid fully conviac'd him, 
that the Heads of the Lory Party were a Set of Knaves and 


Villains, who deſign'd to have ruin'd their Country, and 


Lord Sautepe, made it a Province of France. The' Lord“ Stanhope, Mem- 


ber for St Germans, faid, he never with'd to ſpill the Blood 


cf any of his Countrymen, much leis the Blood of any 
Nobleman ; but that he was perſuaded, that the Safety of 
his Country required that Examples ſhould be made of thoſe 


who had betrav'd it in ſo infamous a Manner. The Lord 


Lore Finch. + Finch, Member for Rutlandſhire, ſpoke alſo ou the fame 


Side; and after ſoine other Speeches, the Firſt Article was 


agreed to by a Majority of 177 Voices againſt 78 ; and 
then the other Articles, upon the Queiion, ſeverally put 
tnereupon, were allo agreed unto by the Houſe: After 
which it was order d, Inat the ſaid Articles be engroſicd ; 
and that a Clauſe be prepared ior ſaving Li! berty to the Com- 
mona to exhibit any farther Articles againſt the ſaid James 
Duke of Ormond ; and that he may be ſequelter'd from 
Parliament, and committed to ſafe Cuſlody. 

MM; Walpole o Auzujt 6. The engroſted Articles, again Henry Viicourt 


dez d to carry vn 
whe Lede the © Bolingbroke, were read, after which it was order'd, I. That 


(pay aks. Vir K. Walpole do carry the ſaid Articles to the Lords; 


II. That he be directed, Lefore he exhibits the {aid Articles to 


the Lords, to impeach Henry Viſcoun: Bolingbroke to the 
ETect bi ing, viz. 


My Lords, 
. HE Commons aſſemb! as in Parliament having receiv d 
' Information of divers traiterous Practices 2nd Detigns 
* of a great Peer of this Houle, Henry Viſcount Bolingbroke, 
© have 


Note Earl of Cho ſterfi 17, 
t Ao Zar M. inchelles aud Nottingham. 
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* have commanded me to impeach the ſaid Henry Viſcount Anno 3. Geo. I 


« Bolingbroke of High 'T:caton, and other High Crimes 
and Miſdemeanours : And I do here in their Names, and 
© in the Names of all the Commons of Great Britain, im- 
« peach the faid Henry Viſcount Bolingbroke of High Trea- 
« ſon, and other High Crimes and Miſdemeanours. I am 
« farther commanded by the Houſe of Commons to pray 
and demand of your Lordſhips, that the ſaid Henry Viſ- 
count Bolingbroke may be ſeq; eſtred from Parliament, 


and forthwith committed to falſe Cuſtody. 


Accordingly, the fame Day, Mr Walpole accompanied 


by a great many Members of the Commons, at the Bar of 


the Houſe of Lords, impeach'd Henry Lord Viſcount Bo- 
lingbroke as above; and the fame Day the Lords ſent a 
Meſſage to acquaint the Commons, that their Lordſhips had 
order'd Henry Viſcount Bolingbroke to be forthwith at- 
tach'd, by the Gentleman Uſher of the Black- Rod attending 
the Houſe of Lords, and brought to their Lordſhips Bar, to 
anſwer the Articles exhibited againſt him by the Houſe of 
Commons: But the Lord Boliugbroke had long before re- 
tir d into France. Hereubon the Commons order'd a Bill 
to be brought in to ſuminon Henry Viicount Bolingbrolzg 


to render himſelf to Juſtice by a Day therein to be limiccd, 


or, in Default thereof, to attaint him of High Treaſon. 
Auguſt 8. The engroke | Articles againſt the Duke 6: Or- 
mond were read, upon which it was order'd I. That General 
Stanhope do carry the {aid Articics to the Lords; II. That 
he be directed to impeach James Duke of Ormond, in the 
ſame Form as Henry Viicount Bolingbroke ; which he did 
the fame Day. The Articles of both which Imeachments 
may be ſeen in the POLITICAL STATE for Augult 1715. 


But the Duke of Ormond on the 21i of Ju before, em- 


barking privately on board a Veſſel on the Kentiſh Coal, 


82 - 


Who being fled, is 
2*2:tuted of High 


T:2aio:. 


Gena) Stamope 
ord ret to carry I's 
the Lords te Ar- 
ticles agai it the 
D.ke ot Or:nondl. 


landed in three Days in France: Upon which the Commons 


Auguft the 10th, order'd a Bill to be brought in to ſum non 
and attaint him in like Manner as the Lord Viſcount Boling- 
broke. Thoſe two Bills having pafſ:'d both Houſes, re- 
ceiv'd the Royal Aſſent. 

Auguſt 31. Mr. Walpole, from the Committee of Secrecy, 
acquainted the Flouſe that the Committee had prepared Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment of High Crimes and Miſdemeanours 
againſt Thomas Farl of Strafford ; which he read in his 
Place, and afterwards deliver'd in at the Table, where they 
were read. Then it was order'd, that the ſaid Articles be 
read a ſecond Time, Article by Article; which being done 
accordingly, the ſaid Articles were ſeverally agreed unto by 
the Houle, who orce:'d, that the faid Articic be engroſled ; 

and 


\Who being gone 
of is a1 attminted 


Mr Walpole 


re- 


ports the Articles 
ut aint the Rac! of 


2 


«ford. 
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4250 2. Cc. 1. and that a Clauſe be prepared, ſaving Liberty to the Com- 
Ag” — mons. to exÞibit any farther Articies ag:intt the ſaid I hom 
Furl of Strafford, and that he may be put to aniwer the = 
Crimes and Niiidemeanours. 

Septen:ber 1. The faid Clauſe was offer'd to the Houſe, — 
read, agreed to, and order'd to be engrofied with the Articles | 
of Impeachment ; which being done accordingly, the ti id en- 
groſſed Articles of Impeachment of Ig Crimes and Mig 
demeancurs againit Themas Earle of St: altord. were read, and 
it was order d, I. That Mr. Ait.by docirry the faid Articles 
to the Lords; II. That, before he exhibit the ſaid Articles, he 
Co, at the Bar of the Houſe of Lords, impeach the faid Tho- 

mas Farl of Straflord of High Crimes and Miſdemeanours : 

Which bine Which Mr. Wiflaby, accompanied by many Members, did 
. neatly; T he Articles at large the Reader will find in 
to the Lors. the POLITI C. II. STATE for deptember 1715. 

September 7. Ihe Lords ſent a Meſſage to acquaint the Com- 

mens, that the Earl of Oxford and Ear! Mortimer had put in 
Fayl of Oxford's his Antuer to the ſaid Articles of Impeachment ; and _ 


Aiiiwer to the 
Artcies of Im- to deliver to the Houſe of Commons a true Copy — 


Peuel ment read for which we refer to the STATE TRLILS, Vol. 6. p. 1 
Hereupon the Commons order'd that the nid Anſwer be 
Debate thereon, read on the Monday following, and the ſaid Antwer bei ng 
then read accordingly, chere aroſe a ſmall Debate. Mr Rob- | 
ert Walpole, among other Things, fa:d, * He had not yet | 
had 'Time to perule and examine "that Anfu er, but that he | 
now heard it read with a great deal of Attention, and, in his 
Opinion, it contain d little more than what had been ſoggeſt- 
ed in V indication of the late Meaſures, in a Pamphlet inti- 
Mr Robert Wal- tuled, The (cnduct of the Allies, and repeated over and over 
pule's sc. in the Papers call'd, The Examiner. That the main Drift of 
this Anſwer ſeem d to prove theſe two Aſſertions, I. That 
the Earl of Oxford had no Share in the adviſing and manag- 
ing the Matters mention'd in the Article; againſt him, but | | 
that the late Queen did every Thing; and II. That the 
late Queen was a wiſe, good, and pious Princeſs. That if 
the ſecond Propoſition were not better grounded than the firſt, 
the Reputation of that excellent Princeſs would be very pre- 
carious: But as every-body muſt own her to have been | 
good and pious Queen, ſo it was notorious that the Earlof Ox- | 
ford, as prime Miniſter, was the chief Adviſer, Promoter, and 
Manager, of the Matters charged upon him in the Articles: | 
And therefore his Anſwer was a falfe and malicious Libel, 
laying upon his Royal Miſtreſs the Blame of all the pernici- 
_ ous Meaſures he had led her into, againſt her own Honour 
and the Good of his Country: That he hoped the Earl's en- 
deavouring to ſcreen himſelf behind the Queen's Name, 
would avail him nothing: That tis, indeed, a Fundamental 
Maxim 
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this Proſecution. That this was not a 


( 41 ) 
Maxim of our Conſtitution, that Kings can do no Wrong; Anno 3 Geo. I. 


but that, at the ſame Iime, tis no lefs certain, that Mini- 


ters of State are accountable for their Actions; otherwiſe a 
Parliament would be but an empty Name; the Commons 
would have no Buſineſs in that Place ; and the Government 


would be abſolute and arbitrary. That though the Earl had 


the Aſſurance to aver, that he had no Share in the M - 


ment of Affairs that were tranſacted while he was at the Helm, 
yet he pretended to juſtify the late Meaſures: And therefore, 
that 


pect, his Anſwer ought to be look d upon as a Libel 


on the Proceedings of the Commons, ſince he endeavour'd to 
clear thoſe Perſons, who had already confeſs'd their Guilt by 
their Flight. Mr. Shippen could not be altogether ſilent on 
this Occaſion : He faid, That it would not become him to 
defend the Earl's Anſwer, ſince, as a Member of that honoura- 
ble Aſſembly, he was become one of his Accuſers: But that 
be could not forbear wiſhing, that this Proſecution might be 
dropt, and that the Houſe would be ſatisfy d with the two late 
Acts of Attainder. That this Wiſh of his was the ſtronger, 
becauſe one of the principal Reaſons that induc'd the Com- 


mons to impeach the Earl of Oxford, ſubſiſted no longer, the 


Affairs of Europe having recciv'd a ſudden Turn from the 
Death of the French King; w 
King Philip began to take place, in the Advancement of the 
Duke of Orleans to the abſolute Regency of France.” Mr. 


Aiſlaby anſwer d, That he hoped 'twas to little — — Mr. Aiſlaby. 
o 


the Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, endeavour'd to move the Pi 
and Compaſſion of the Houſe, and perſuade them to drop 


amine and reply to the Earl of Oxford's 
fore he would content himſelf with ſaying, 18 that ir 
was a Contexture of the Shifts, Evaſions, and Repreſen- 
tations, contain'd in the three Parts of The Hiftory of the 
WWhite-Staff. That as to what had been fi Concern- 
ing the Event which ſeem'd to have d the Renunci- 
ation, he did not deny, there might be ſomething in it; which 
was manifeſt from the great Joy the to the Go- 
vernment had ſhewn, on this Occaſion, and from the Mortifi- 
cation and Deſpair that appear'd in the Faces of a certain 
the Renunciation was in Force ; that there was a vaſt Diffe- 
rence between the 


valid, 


Mr, Shippans 


the Renunciation of 


Time to ex- 
wer; and there- ' 


But that, after all, it could not yet be aſcertain'd, that 
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it was order'd, That the Anſwer of Nobert Earl of 
and Far! Mortimer, be referr'dto the Comminte ap- 
todraw up Articles mpeachment and prepare Evi- 
2 r 'd Lords ; and that the ſaid Com- 


Ta wag res : Accord- 
the Committee, 


he read iii his Place, and 
2 — — 


215. 
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The ſame Day, the Lords ſent a Meſſage to acquaint the Ann» 2. Geo. f. 

Commons, That their Lordikips having addreſs'd his Majeſty, — 
humbly to deſire, that he would be pleas d to cauſe Directions 
to be given to the proper Oſſicers for preparing a Scaffold in Scaffold order -d ts 
Wettminker-Hall, for the Trial of Robert Earl of Oxford and Ef oxtores 
Earl Mortimer, who now ſtands impeach'd by this Houſe of Tri. 
High Treaton, and other High Crimes and Miſdemeanors, 
his Majeſty had been graciouliy pleas'd to ſay, He would 
« oive - «208 to the proper Officers purſuant to the ſaid 
« Addreſs ” 


The ſame Day likewiſe the King went to the Houſe of 
Peers, and the Commons attending, the Speaker, upon pre- 
ſenting the Money-Biils, made the following Speech to his 
Majeity : 


Moft Gracious Sovereign, 

| Our Majeſty's mott dutiful and loyal Subjects, the The Speaker's 
6 Knights, Citizens, and Burgeſſes in Parliament aſſem- 1 
« bled, have now finiſh'd the Supplies granted to your Ma- de lien All. 
« jeſty for the Service of this preſent Year. Your Com- 
* mons had much ſooner offer d theſe Supplies to your Ma- 
« jeſty, had not their Zeal for your Majeſty's Service, and 
* the Duty they owe to their Country, led them into Inqui- 
© ries which have drawn this Seſſion to an unuſual Length. 

* Bat your Commons could not fee, without the utmoſt 
* Indignation, the Glories of her late Majeſty's Reign tar- 

T by a treacherous Ceſſation of Arms; the Faith of 

5 Ll. violated ; that ancient Probity, for which the 
+ Engliſh Nation had been juſtly renown'd throughout all 
* Apes, expos'd to Scorn and Contempt ; and the Trade of 
* the Kingdom given up by infidious and precarious Treaties 
* of Commerce, whilſt the People, amuſed with new 
© Worlds explor'd, were contented to ſee the moſt advanta- 
7 pane their Commerce in Europe loſt, or be- 
6 tray 
7 * Such was the Condition of this Kingdom, when it 
 F * pleas'd the Divine Providence to call your Majeſty to the 
| © Throne of your Anceſtors, under whoſe auſpicious Reign 

* your Commons with Pleaſure behold the Glories of the 

* Plantagenets (your Majeſty's royal Anceſtors) revive ; and 
have an unbounded Proſpect of the Continuance of this 
; | * Happineſs, even to the lateſt Poſterity, in a Race of 
Princes Iineally deſcended from your Majeſty. 
| ; 
; 


* And that nothing might be wanting on the Part of your 
Commons, to eſtabliſh your Majeſty's Throne on ſolid and 

 < laſting Foundations, they have apply'd themſelves, with 

F | * unweary'd Diligence, to vindicate the Honour of the 

| 4 Britiſi 


Anno 2. Geo. I. 
1-1 


08 } — 
© Britiſh Nation, and to reſtore a mutual Confidence between 
this Kingdom and its ancient and faithful Allies, by de- 
« tecting the Authors of theſe pernicious Counſels, and the 
Actors in theſe treacherous Deſigns, in order to bring them 


to Juſtice, by the Judgment of their Peers, acccording to | 


* the Law of the Land, and the Uſage of Parliament. 

It was not to be expected, but that the Enemies to the 
* Nation's Peace, would uſe their utmoſt Endeavours to ob- 
ſtruct your Commons in theſe Inquiries ; but deſpuiring 
of any Succeſs in the Repreſentative Body of the Kingdom, 
* they fomented Tumults among the Dregs of the People 
at Home, and ſpirited up the Pretender to an Invaſion 
from Abroad, This gave your faithful Commons freſh 
Opportunities of ſhewing their Affection to your Majeſty's 
Perſon, and their Fidelity to your Government, by their 
unanimous Concurrence in granting ſuch Supplies as were 
* ſufficient to diſappoint the one, and by their paſſing ſuch 
Laus as were neceſſary to ſuppreſs the other; and, in 
every Reſpect, to expreſs their Abhorrence of a Popiſh 
Pretender, concerning whom, nothing remains unſuſpected, 
but his Bigotry to Superſtition, and his Hatred to our 
holy Religion; for the Advancement of which your Ma- 
jeſty has expreſs d your pious Care, by recommending to 
your Commons the providing Maintenance for the Mini- 
ſters who are to officiate in the new Churches. This your 
Commons readily comply d with, truſting, that the Prayers 


there offer d to the Almighty, will bring down a Bleſſing 


on all your Majeſty's Undertakings ; and not doubting, 
but that the Doctrines there taught, will be a Means to 
* ſecure the Quiet of your Kingdoms, and the Obedience 
© of your People. 


The Revenue ſet apart for the Uſes of the Civil Go- 


* vernment, your Commons found ſo much intangled with 


* Mortgages and Anticipations, that what remain'd, was far | 
* from being ſufficient to ſupport the Honour and Dignity | 


* of the Crown : This your Commons took into ſerious 
* Conſideration, and being truly ſenſible, that on your Ma- 
jeſty's Greatneſs the Happineſs of your Subjects entirely 
* depends, they have put the Civil Revenues into the ſame 
* State, in which they were granted to-your Majeſty's glo- 
* rious Predeceſſor, King William, of immortal Memory; 
and thereby enabled your Majeſty to make an ample Pro- 
viſion for the Prince of Wales, whoſe heroick Virtues are 
the beſt Security of your Majeſty's Throne, as his other per- 
ſonal Endowments are the Joy of all your faithful Subjects. 
* I ſhould but ill diſcharge the Truſt repoſed in me by 

the Commons, did I not lay before your Majeſty, with 
what Cheerfulneſs they receiv'd your Majeſty's gracious 
* Intentions 


G0 2 * 


* 


« 
66 
6c 
«c 
46 
on 
60 
*» 


Fl 


hw ww C79  w# 


*F ww» wy ww MO * ww 2H qc '» ww ww ww CY of @ oo ww Ty w WU CY 


y WT  —_ wy  F . F 


( 45 ) 


\ © Intentions for her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs ; and with 


© how much Readineſs and Unanimity they enabled your 
« Majeſty to ' ſettle a Revenue ſuitable to the Dignity of a 


Anno 2. Geo. I. 
1715. 


Princeſs, whoſe Piety, and ſteady Adherence to the Pro- 


t teſtant Religion, is the Glory of the preſent Age, and 


vill be the Admiration of all future Generations. 
Muy it pleaſe your Majeſty, 

* The Bills which the Commons have prepar'd to com- 
« pleat the Supplies for this Year's Service, and for the 
other Purpoſes I have mention'd, are ſeverally intitled, 

I. 4 Act to enable his Majeſty to ſettle a Revenue for ſups 
porting the Dignity of her Royal Highneſs, &c. 
II. An A for enlarging the Capital Stoc? and yearly Fund 
of the South-Sea Company, &c | 

III. Ar At for making Proviſion for the Miniſters of the fifty 
new Churches, &c. | 

* Which they with all Humility now preſent to 
Majeſty for os Royal Afﬀent. cad 


After this, his Majeſty gave the Royal Aﬀent to the three 
Bills before mention'd, as alſo to fix more publick, and 
to nine private Bills. 


Then his Majeſty was pleas'd to declare from the Throne, 
that he had order d the Lord Chancellor to deliver his Ma- 
jeſty s Speech to both Houſes of Parliament, in his Majeſiy's 


| Name and Words, which he did accordingly, as follows : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
«* Am perſwaded you are all by this Time very defirous 


of ſome Receſs, and that it cannot be deferr'd longer, f 


«+ without great Inconvenience to your private Affairs. 

« But before I part with you, I muſt return you my moſt 
% fincere Thanks for your having finiſh'd, with ſo much 
« Wiſdom and Unanimity, what I recommended to your 
Care; and particularly I mult thank you, Gentlemen of 
the Houſe of Commons, for the Proviſion you have made, 
as well for the Support of the Honour and Dignity of 
the Crown, as for the other neceſſary Occaſions of the 
+ Publick ; eſpecially for your having done it by Means ſo 
little burthenſome to my People; which, I aflure you, 
** recommends the Supplies to me above any other Circum- 
+ ſtance whatſoever. | 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The open and declar'd Rebellion, which is now actually 
begun in Scotland, mult convince all, who do not with to 
ſee us given up into the Hands of a Popiſh Pretender, of 
* the Dangers to which we have been, and are {ſtill expos d. . 

66 


. — 
at adjourning 
arliament, 


( 40 } 
thought it incumbent upon me, to give you the ear. 
lic Notice of the Deſigns of our Enemies, and I cannot 
ſuthciently commend the Zeal and Diipatch with which 
you impower'd me, at a Time when the Nation was in 
ſo naked and defencelets 2 Condition, to make ſuch Pre- 
parations as I ſhould think neceſlurv for our Security, 
You ſh:ll have no Reaſon to repent of the 'Tratt and Con- 
fidence you repoſe in me, which I fi] never uſe to any 
other End than for the Protection and Wellare uf my 
People. 
lt was ſcarce to be imagin'd, that any of my Proteſtant 
Subjects, who have known and enjoy d the Benciits of 
our excellent Conſtitution, and have heard of the great 
Dangers they were wonderfully deliver'd from by the 
happy Revolution, ſhould, by any Arts and Manage- 
ment, be drawn into Meaſures that muit at once deſtroy 
their Religion and Liberties, and ſubject them to Popery 
and arbitrary Power, but ſuch has been our Misfortune, 
that too many of my People have been deluded, and 
made inſtrumental to the Pretender's Deſigns, who had 
never dar'd to think of invading us, or raiſing a Rebellion, 
had he not been encourag'd by the Succeſs his Emiſſaries 
© and Adherents have already had in ſtirring up Riots and 
Tumults, and by the farther Hopes they entertain of 
* raiſing Inſurrections in many Parts of my Kingdoms. 
The endeavouring to perſuade my People, that the 
* Church of England is in Danger under my Government, 
has been the main Artifice employ'd in carrying on this 
wicked and traiterous Deſign. This Inſinuation, after 
the ſolemn Aſſurances I have given, and by having laid 
hold on all Opportunities, to do every Thing that may 
tend to the Advantage of the Church of England, is both 
unjuſt and ungrateful : Nor can I believe fo groundleſs 
and malicious a Calumny can make any Impreſſion upon 
the Minds of my faithful Subjects, or that they can be 
ſo far miſled, as to think the Church of England is to be 
ſccur'd by ſetting a Popiſh Pretender on the Throne. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

„The Proofs this Parliament has given of their unſhaken 
Duty and Affection to me, and of their Love and Zeal 
for the Intereſt of their Country, will recommend you ta 
the good Opinion and F'icem of all who have their Reli- 
gion and Liberty truly at Heart, and has laid a laſting 
Obligation upon me; and I queſtion not, but by your 
farthcr Aſſiſtance in the ſeveral Countries to which you 
arc going, with the Bleſüng of Almighty God, who has 
« to frequently interpe: d in Favour of this Nation, I ſhall 
be 
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tee 


CT 1 
be able to diſappoint and defeat the Deſigns of our Ene- 


* MICS. | 
« Our Meeting again to do Buſineſs early in the next 


„Winter, will be uweful on many Accounts; particularly, 


« that the ſitting of Parhaments may be again brought into 
« that Seaſon of the Year u hich is molt convenient; and 


« that as little Delay may be given as is poſſible to your 


judicial Proceedings; and I ſhall at preſent give ſuch 
« Orders to my Lord Chancellor, as may not put it long 
« out of my Power to meet you on any iudden Occafion.” 


And then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's Com- 
mand, ſaid, 5 

My Lords and Gentlemen. | 
r is his Majeſty's Royal Will and Pleaſure, that both 
« T Houſes ſhould forthwith ſeverally adjourn themſelves to 


* "Thurſday the fixth Day of October next. 
O cdaber 6. The Parliament being met at Weſtminſter, 


purſuant to their laſt Adjournment, Gen. Stanhope acquain- 
ted the Houte, That it was the King's Pleaſure, that the 
Parliament ſhuuld be adjourn'd for a Fortnight ; and there- 
fore defir'd that the Houſe would adjourn itſelf until the 
zoth of October: Which the Houle did accordingly. 
October 20. Gen. Stanhope acquainted the Houſe with 
his Majeſty's Pleaſure, that the Parliament be adjourn'd un- 
til the 5th of November. Upon which the Commons ad- 
journ'd themſelves to that Day, and afterwards to November 
21ſt. and then to December 14. at his Majeſty's Defire. 
December 14. The Commons order'd, 'That Sir Edward 
Northey be added to the Committee of Secrecy, in the Room 
of Sir Richard Onflow, Bart. who had accepted the Place of 
one of the Tellers of his Majeſty's Exchequer, and was not 
rechoſe. It was order'd likewiſe, that Mr Speaker do write 
circular Letters to all the Sheriffs of the Kingdom, to ſum- 
mon the Members in their reſpective Counties to attend the 


Service of the Houſe upon the gth of January: After which 


General Stanhope acquainted the Houſe, that he had a Meſ- 
ſige from his Majeity to this Honſe, fign'd by his Majelty ; 
which he deliver'd to Mr Speaker, as follows, viz. 


GEORGE R. | 

Hr Majeſty underſtanding, that many, both of the 
Houſe of Lords and Commons are detain d in the 

Country, as well by their private as the publick Buſineſs; 

and the Holidays being now ſo near, during which there is 


«c 
c«c 
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«+ uſually a Receſs, it is his Majeſty's Pleaſure, that the Par- 


* lament adjourn to Mondiy the ninth Dax of ſanuary 
| | next 


Anne 2. Ges. I. 


1713. 


— 


The Houſe ad- 
jourus to OR, Gch. 


And afterwards 20 
Dec. 14. by his 
Majeſty's Com- 
m. id. 


Sir Edw. 
ad ed to — & 


mittee of Secrecy. 


Circular Letters 
ord:r'd, to require 
the Me:nbers At- 
— on the 
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Anno 2. Ce. . © next, at which Time his Majelty intends the Parliament 
—— „ ſhail fit to do Bufineſs. 


Then the Houſe accordingly adjourn'd 'till Monday the 


gth of January. 
The Parliaments January g. The Parliament being met at Weſlminſter, the 
_ King went to the Houle of Peers, and the Commons being 


ſent for up, and attending, the Lord Chancellor read his Ma- 
jeſty's Speech to both Houſes, as follows: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
" HE Zezl and Atetiien to my Government, and the 
10 vigilant Care for the Safety of the Nation, which 
« you hai. d. cun in your reſpective Counties, have not 
„only fully anfver'd my Expetttions, but give me Aſſur- 
«* ances that you are met together reſolv'd to act with a Spi- 
« rit becoming a Time of common Danger, and with ſuch 
„a Vigour, as will end in the Confuſion of al thoſe who 
„% have opcnly engag'd in this Rebellion, and in the Shame 
ano Reproach of ſuch as by ſecret and malicious Inſinuati- 
ons, have fomented, or by an avow'd Indifference, en- 
* courag'd this traiterous Enterprize. | 
It is, I doubt not, a great Satisfaction to you to have 
obſerv'd, that the Powers you entrukec. ine with for the 
«« Preſervation of the publick Safety, have bcen employ d in 
the moſt proper and effectual Manner, and made ſtrictly 
ſubſervient to thoſe Purpoſcs cnly for which you intended 
them; and you mult have had the Pleaſure to reflect with 
me, that as the Meaſures taken for our Defence, have 
been juſt and neceſſary, ſo it has pleaſed the Divine Pro- 
vidence to bleſs them with a Series of ſuitable Succefs: And 
I cannot but take this Opportunity of doing Juſtice to the 
Officers and Soldiers of the Army, whole brave and 
faithful Diſcharge of their Duty, has diſappointed our 
Enemies, and contributed ſo much to the Safety of the 
Nation. | = 
I did hope, that the detecting and preventing the de- 
« fign'd Inſurrections in ſome Parts of the Kingdom, and the 
_ «« defeating in others, thoſe who had taken up Arms againſt 
„me, would have put an End to this Rebellion; but it is 
„ plain that our Enemies, animated by ſome ſecret Hopes 
« of Aſſiſtance, are ſtill endeavouring to ſupport this deſpe- 
« rate Undertaking ; and the Pretender, as I have Reaſon 
© to believe, is now landed in Scotland. | 
It is heuwever with Pleaſure I can acquaint you, that 
« notwithſtanding theſe inteſtine Commotions, Great Britain 
„ has, in {ome Meaſure, recover'd its Influence and Repu- 
tation Abroad. The Treaty for ſettling the Barrier * 
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the Netherlands, is now fully concluded between the Em- 


peror and the States General, under my Guaranty. The 3 


King of Spain has agreed to a Treaty, by which that va- 
luable Branch of our Commerce will be deliver'd from the 
new Impoſitions and Hardthips to hien it was ſubjected 
by the late Treaties, and will {and ſettled for the future 
on a Foot more advantageous and certain, than it ever did 
in the woſt flouriſhing lime of any of my Predeceſſors; 
and the Treaty for renewing all former Alliances between 
the Crown of Great Britain and the States General, is 
brought very near to its Concluſion. 

Gentlemen of che Houſe of Commons, | 
I muſt rely on your Affection to me, and your Care a 
Concern for the Safety of the Nation, to grant me ſuch 


supplies, as may enable me to reſtore and ſecure the Peace 


of the Kingdom; and I will order Eitimates of the neceſ- 
ſary Expences to be laid before you. 
Among the many unavoidable ill Conſequences of this 


Rebellion, none affects me more ſenſibly, than that extra- 


ordinary Burthen which it has and muſt create to my faith- 
ful Subjects. To eaſe them as far as lies · in my Power, I 
take this firſt Opportunity of declaring, that I will freely 
give up all the Eſtates that ſhall become fo:i-:ted to the 
Crown by this Rebellion, to be apply'd towards defraying 
the extraordinary Expence incurr'd on this Occafion. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, | 

« Tt is Matter of the greateſt Uneaſineſs to me, that the 
firſt Years of my Reign, the whole Courſe of which I 
wiſh'd to have tranſmitted to Poſterity, diſtinguiſh'd by 
the fair and endearing Marks of Peace and Clemency, 
ſhould be clouded and overcaſt with fo unnatural a Rebel- 
lion ; which, however impotent and unſucceſsful a due 
Care may render it in all other Reſpects, does molt ſenſibly 
afflict me, by the Calamities it has brought on many of 


my faithful Subjects, and by thoſe indiſpenſible Returns 


of Severity which their Sufferings and the publick Safety 
do moſt juitly call for. Under this Concern, my greateſt 
Comfort is, that I cannot reproach myſelf with having 


given the leaſt Provocation to that Spirit of Diſcontent and 


Calumny that has been let looſe againſt me, or the leaſt 
Pretence for kind! ing the Flame of this Rebellion. 


Let thoſe whoſe fatal Counſels laid the Foundation of 
all theſe Miſchiefs, and thoſe whoſe private Diſcontents 


and Diſappointments, diſguis'd under falſe Pretences, have 
betray'd great Numbers of deluded People into theiwown 
Deſtruction, anſwer for the Miſeries in which they have 
involy'd their Fellow - Subjects. I queſtion not, but that 


«© with the Continuance of Cod's Bieitings, w:i0 alone is 
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_ 3 1. « ble to form Good out of Evil, and with the cheerful Aſ- 
6 ſiſtance of my Parliament, we fh:ll, in a ſhort Time, fee 
„this Rebellion end, not only in reſtoring the Tranquility 
« of my Government, but in procuring a firm and lafling 
« Fflabliſhment of that excellent Conſtitution in Church and 
« State, which it was maniteltly deſign d to ſubvert: And 
« that this open and flagrant Attempt in Favour of Popery, 
4 will :bolith n mm other Diitiutions among us, but of ſuch as 
« ore z lous Afertors of the Liberties of their Country, the 
« preſent Eiablichment, and the Proteſtant Religion, and of | 
„ ſuch as are endeavour ng to ſryject the Nation to the Re- 


« vence and I, ranry of a Pop n Pretender. 


* | . . 1 © 1 - 

An Adreſs of The Common: beirg return'd to their Houſe, and having | 
n as to 1 T "vr 

for teu geh uUnanimouſly relle d on an Addrels of 1 hans to his M.:je- | 

8 4 + wy e ty, tent to the Lord: to defire them to contin e fitting tor | 


ſome lime. This Mci-ge uns carry'd by Mr Lechmere, who {| 
hyviog reported to the Houle, that the Lords conſented to do | 
lo, mide a Speech to the following Effect, viz. That after the | 


b 
a nn, era Aſturzwegs the Houle had given to Bis Majeſty, one 
| Moment ought not to be loſt, without taking ſome effectual | 
Step towarus making them good: That the firſt and great | 

Concern was, to put an End to this Rebellion; not only to 

quiet the preſent Commotions, but to extinguiſh the very 
Pofſibility of their being renew d: That for theſe Ends, eve- | 

ry Gentleman would agrce to ſtrengthen the Hands of the 
King in ſuch a Manner, as would enable him ſpeedily and 
efcfuaily to compleat this Work: That the Houſe would | 
do this with abſolute Cheerfulneſe, from the certain Know- | 
ledge and xperience they had of the Wiſdom and Juitice of 
his Mejeſty, who would make no other Uſe cf any Confi- | 
dence his Parliament ſhould repoſe in him, than to promote | 
the common Welfare of his People; and that whatever ex- 
traordinary Aſſiſtance tlie preſent Juncture of Affairs ſhould 
retire, would bu © »tinued no longer than the pubiick Ne- 
celity call'd for: ut the next uſeful and neceſlary Step, | 
was the National Juſtice, which was incumbent on tuis 
Houſe, in Duty to the King, as well as in Juſtice to the Peo- | 
ple: And as ape and diſ:greeable a Part as this muſt 
be, yet, when the Defiga cf the Enemy was become ſo deſ- 
perate, and fo avow'c, as to ſtrike at the Crown upon the 
Fing's Head, and to Sar Ya Le Nation in the Calamities of | 
a Civil War, te Honſe could not cxert themſelves too early, 
nor wit! too much Wigour; and that as the Houſe acquitted | 
itielFon is Occ: fron, he promis'd himſelf the Effect would 
be anwecrable: That the Spirit which ſhould be ſhewn in 
this Intange, works animate the Friends of the Government, 
Loth at Re and Abroad; and the Terror it muſt ſtrike 
| ol 
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on our Enemies, would he equ-1 at leaſt, and contribute as Anno 2. Geo. L. 


much to tae common Safety, as any ocher Preparation that 
had or could be made. Ic whn'd he could ſay or think, 
that chis Rebellion wis the Project Ct tue only, who ap- 
eard to head it; or that it was tue Retolt of the weak or 
raſh Counjeis of thoſe uo fpubhchiy avor'd it: He wild 
he could fiy, that it was twe Work of Papills only, or of 
thoſe .few Proteſtants xhñ were wicked or weak enough. 
openly to join in it. He uiid he could ſay, that it was a 


Plot but of Yeſterday, and that it had taken no deeper Root 


than ordinary Apperrances wauld lead to tapect ; but he 
thought it pi.in, that it was Te ZFeer of many Years La- 
bour, of the joint and united L bor of great Numbers, both 
Proteſtants and Papiits, tue plain and neceti:ry Coniequence 
of the Meaſures waica had been carrying on tur ſome Years 
Lit : That to frame a right Judgment of the Nature of this 
Rebellion, he thought it neceflary for the Houſe to look 
b:ci:, and conſider the natural Tendeney of the puhlick Pro- 
ccedings of late Years, and the Connection they bore with 
the preſeat unfortunate State of Things: When Men in 
ſacred Functions ſaffer d themſelves to become State-Inſtru- 
ments, and the great Merit of ſuch Men was, under the 
Pretence of aſſerting the Doctrines of the Church of Eng- 
land, to condemn the Revolution, he could never underſtand 


any other Deſign or Tendency from thoſe Practices, than to 


undermine the Foundation of the Proteſtant Succeſſion. He 
remember d it was faid upon a very ſolemn Occaſion, by a 
very honourable Gentleman, That the condemning the late 
„happy Revolution, could have no other Meaning, than to 
„make Way for another: That however wicked and dan 
gerous theſe Practices were, they made too great an Impreſũon, 
and contributed a great deal to the preſent Calamity: That as 
the Deſigns of the Enemy gre more avow d. State- Principles 
of another Kind were advanc'd, which ſtili conduc'd to the 


ſame End: That 'twas well known what Induſtry was us'd 
to inculcate the Notions of Hereditary Right to the 


Crown, in Oppotition to the Settlement which kad been 
made of it in the Houle of Hanover, by the Authority of 


Parliament, and with no other View, than to weaken that 


Settlement: That every one remember'd wit extraordinary 
Pains were taken to poyſon the People with this dangerous 
Notion ; and that thoſe who made the bel: Court to Men in 
Power, were ſuch who eſpous d this Opinion in the mote 
notorious Manner: That he could not forget with what 
Tenderneſs a certain Divine of the Church of England was 
treated below Stairs, Whilſt under Protecution for the moſt 
impudent Libel [The Hereditary Right aſtried, &c.] that 
erer was publiſh'd againſt 2 Government, that had _ 
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Will or Power to maintain it ſelf. He thought the Punitſh- 


WR ment thi: was inflicted on that Gentleman light enough, 


but ke cou! rot avoid taking Notice of a remarkable Pat- 
face, which then alarm'd every thinking Man, and will, 
one Time or other, deſerve the Conſideration of this, Houte, 
viz. The Order from the Government, counterſign'd by a 
Secretary of State, to the Judges of the Queen's Bench, 
after the Judgment paſo'd, to ſuperſede the ignominious 


Part of the Puniſhment. by Reaſon of the ſacred Function 


of the Criminal; by which the moſt unexampled and dan- 
gerous Diſtinction was introduc'd ; and which Proceeding 
could bear no other Conſtruction, than as a Licenſe and 
Protection, even from the Government, to Men in holy 
Orders, to propagate that deſtructive Poſition with Impunity ; 
and the Character of the Perſon, which ought in Juſtice to 
have aggravated his Guilt, and heighten'd the Puniſhment, 
became his Indemnity againſt the Reproach of it, even by 
the Authority of the Government it. felf. He remember d 
in what Manner every Thing of that Nature was treated in 
Weſtminſter-Hall; what Severities were exercis'd againſt 
thoſe Perſons who had Courage enough to aſſert the Intereſt 
of their Country, and of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, at the 
ſame Time that the Patrons of hereditary Right enjoy'd all 
Indulgences : That he mention'd theſe Things on no Un- 
certainties, having been an Eye-Witneſs of them himſelf, _ 
and it having fallen to his Share to bear ſome Part in them : 
That this was one of the moſt ſucceſsful Parts of the 
Scheme of thoſe who had ſix' d their Eyes on the Pretender: 
That the Houſe need not be told how far it had operated 
to the Prejudice of the Proteſtant Succeſſion. That he could 
give many other Inſtances of this Kind; all which promoted 
the ſame End. The groſs Diſtinctions that were coin'd to 
elude the Oaths that had been made for the Security of the 
Government; the Endeavours that were us'd to poſleſs the 
People with falſe Fears of the Danger of the Church ; and 
the little Care that was taken, to ſay no worſe of it, to 
inſti] into the Youth of the Kingdom, ſuch Principles as 
were conſiſtent with the true Intereſt either of Church or 
State. That he lock'd upon theſe Things which he had 
mention'd, to be the Foundation of the Scheme that was 
now, by this Rebellion, carrying on into Execution; and 
he own'd, that in this Reſpect, the Authors of it were wiſe 
in their Generation ; for by theſe Arts, the very Principle 
on which the Proteſtant Succeſiton is founded, was ſhaken ; 
and tho the Methods of doing it, were baſe and vile, yet 
the Diſſ.ti-faCtion -and Uneaſineſs that was created by them 
in the Minds of the People, made Way for the Change that 
was defir d. That he crav'd Leave of the Houſe, to put 

= them 
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them in Mind of other Parts of this Scheme, that was car- Anno 2. Ces. L. 


rying on at the ſame Time. The Enemies to the preſent 
Government judging aright for their own Purpoſe, by all 
Methods to attack the Conſciences of the People, as to the 


Legality and Jjuſtice of tue Settlement of the Crown in the 


Houſe of Hanover, they thought it neceſſary, at the ſame 
Time, to diſable, as far as they could, thoſe Perſons who 
had been molt remarkable for their Services in the Support 
of it. That the'great Effort was made at that Great Man, 
[ the Duke of Maribarough] who is not only the Honour and 
Ornament of his Country, bot the Glory of the Age he 
lives in. He added, he thought he ſhould not be ſuſpected 
of Flattery at this Time, nor, as he bcliev'd, at any Time, 
with Reſpe& to that Great Man. That many who then 
heard him, remember'd the Part he took in Vindication of 
that Great Man, whilit bis Character was under Debate in 
this Houſe. That he could not forget the Rage and Inve- 
teracy with which he was purſu'd ; nor how much Streſs 
was laid upon obtaining the Cenſures of Parliament upon 
him: That the Aſperſions then thrown upon him, did not 


hurt that Great Man; and whatever Endeavours may at any 


Time be us'd to leiien him, will hurt none but thoſe that 
ſhall promote them ; but yet thoſe vain Endeavours were a 
very uſeful Part of the Scheme then carrying on. "Twas a 
neceſiary Step for thoſe Men to put him out of the Way, 
whoſe very Name and Appearance, at that Time, would 
have been ſufficient to raiſe Armies in Favour of the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſtion, and the Liberties of his Country: But he 
could not but obſerve, that as ſerviceable as it was for the 
Meaſures of thofe Men to wound his Character, 'twas now a 
Reproach to the Kingdom, that thoſe groundleſs Aſperſions, 
which had been caſt upon him, ſhould remain upon the 
Journals of Parliament. That another Great Lord, [the 
Lord Viſcount Tawn;bend} fell under the Violence of thoſe 


Times, whoſe Profecution was attended with uncommon 


Fury. That himſelf had ſome Share in juſtifying that 


Great Man in this Houſe, when he was voted an Enemy 


to his Country. That he obſerv'd at that Time, and the 


Event has made it evident, that the Barrier was but the 


Pretence, and the great Services he had done to the Prote- 
{tant Succeſſion, was the true Provocation which drew that 
Rage upon him. That two other honourable Gentlemen, 
Gen. Stanhope and My R. Walpole then fitting near him, ] lad 
telt the Severity of thoſe Times; they had diflingailt'd 
themſelves by their Zeal and Firmneſs to the true Intereſt 
of their Country, and were too conſiderable to eſcape the 
Malice of thoſe who had other Views. That thote Pro- 
ecedings, how unceriain ſoever the Deſign of them might 
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appear while they were tranſacting. have been ſuſſicientiy 


explain d by what has follow'd. That the Name of that 
General, for whoſe immediate Service the Great Man fürſt 


mention d, was blemiſh'd, and for whom there was Vanity 
enough to make him his Rival, is now become the Re- 


preach of his Family and Country: IIe avows the Service 
of the Pretender, and e er long we may hear of him at the 


Head of an Expedition for eſtabliſhing Popery and arbitrary 
Power. That, the Secretary of State, who diltinguith'd | 
himſelf in the Purſuit of the other Great Lord, has ſuffi- 
ciently explain'd his Defigns to the whole World; and the 
next ''idings that we may expect from abroad, is, that he 


has taken upon him the Character of a Miniſter to the Pre- 


tender. That he look d upon the diſabling the great A. 


ſerters of the Proteſtant Inte e, to be a ſecond, and no 


ſmall Part of the Scheme; and while theſe Things uere 


carry ing on, their little Eu, ines and Tools were carry ing on 
their Work in We!lmiaiter-ITall. That every Man wio 
favour'd the Hanover Succeſſion, was to be worry d. and 
all open and ſcandalous Afﬀerters of contrary Principles, 
were treated with all the Care and Henderneſs of Friends. 


Charters of Corporations were attack d in a more unpre- 


cedented and dangerous Manner, than in former Times, 
when Practices of that Kind were moſt juſtly complain'd of, 


and no Stone was left unturn'd to itreagthen themſelves in 


that Reſpect. That he would not then trouble the Houſe 
any more upon that Head, having ſome Thoughts, e'er 
long, to preſent them with a ſmall Collection of Things of 


that Kind, for their ſerious Conſideration. That the Maſ- 
ter-Strokes of this grand Scheme, were yet behind: That 


the ſureſt Way to deſtroy the Government, has been always 
thought to be by its own Hands, that is, by the Authority 


and Fower of Parliament. For this Purpoſe, a Confederacy, 


by which the Liberties of Europe had been fo long ſuſtain d 
againſt the Power of France, was broke to Pieces by Votes 


Manner. That the Honour of the Nation, the Balance of 
Power, and the Proteſtant Intereſt in Europe, were effec- 
tually given up in the Negociations and Concluſion of the 
Peace, by which France was reſtor'd to its ancient and for- 
midable State ; and every Body remember'd how near they 
were, by the ſame Influences, to have given up the whole 
Trade of the Nation, to the Intereſt of the French King, 
who, :fter that, had no ſuitable Return left for him to make 
for ſuch Services, but to beflow upon them a Pretender, 
bred up in his own Faith, and in his owa Politicks. That 
nothing could have obſtrufted this, but the many miraculous 
Providences chat inmediately folow'd, wicn his Power 

throughout 


that were obtain'd in this Houſe in the moſt extraordinary 
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troughout Europe was unconteſtable; and, by the Meaſures Anno 2. Geo. I. 
| 1715-15, 
that had been taken, the Proteſtant Succeſſion had ſcarce a 


Friend left in the World. That the King's Acceſſion to the 
hrone, accompany d by fo many providential Circumſtan- 
ces, as it diſappointed the immediate Execution of the 
Scheme, fo it quicted the Spirit of thoſe Men for ſome 
Time. That if the Houſe would make a right judgment 
of the preſent Rebellion, they mult compare the Steps that 
immediately preceded ir, with thoſe that were taken in the 
hit Reion, when the Hope was to have brought about the 
me End without a Strobe; That the ſame Endeavours 
won appear'd to propagate the fume Principles, both in 
Church and State; and thoſe Endeavours, tho' at ſirſt not 
fo open, were yet as reſtleſs to create Diffatisfaftion againſt 
his Majeſtv's Governinent, as they had been before to pre- 
vent its taking Place. As the Encouragement grew ſtronger, 
Tumults and Riots were univerſally fomented; and 'twas 
well known from what Quarter they roſe, and againit whom 
they were levell d; but yet no one Inſtance has been aflign'd, 
throughout his Adminiitration, that could oftend or provoke 
any but a Jacobite Spirit. That his Majeily has done 
more for the Honour of the Church, and the true Intereſt 
of his Kingdom, than any of his Predeceſſors, in three 
Times the Number of Years : 'That his Perional Virtues, 


and the Wiſdom and Steadineſs of his Government, have 


retriev d the Honour and Reputation of his kingdoms, 
which had been fo ſhamefully loſt: That his Weignt and 
Influence Abroad, and the Credit he has obtained in all the 
known®arts of the World, have already procur' the Set- 
tlement of the Matters in Diſſerence between the two 
chief Powers of Europe, from whom alone we can expect 
Aſſiſtance in Times of Danger. That no ſingle Inftance 
2n be aſſign'd of Hardſhip or Oppreſſion to any one of his 
Subjects, or that can give a juſt Reaſon of Diſſatisfaction; but 
on the contrary, thoſe who have ſhewn the greateſt Averſion 
to his Government, have receiv'd the kindeſt Invitations, 
and enjoyed the higheſt Indulgences from him. That if any 
Errors may have been committed in any Parts of the Admi- 
niſtration, during the preſent Diſorders, every honeſt Man 
ought to judge of them by this one Rule, that is, the plain 
Detign for which all Meaſures are calculated, which every 
Body muſt admit to be the Preſervation of the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion : That all Incidents of ſuch an Adminiitration, 
ought to be cover'd or jullify'd by the Intereſt that ſhall ap- 
pear to be carry'd on throu:zhout the whole: That by the 
ſame Rule of Juſtice, when the Deſtruction of the Common 
Intereſt was the plain Intention of the late Adminiſtration, 
de greateſt Weight ought to be laid cn every little Circum- 
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Anno 2. Geo. I. ſtance that attended, in order to obtain a publick Satisfaction. 
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That bv taking in all ckeſe Conſiderations, he thought the 


Houſe would make à full and right I ꝗgment of the Nature 
of this Rebellion; from whence it tock its Riſe, how deep 
it had taken Root, to what Influences it was owing, and how 
far it extended ; That the Part the Lord Derwentwater and 
others, had taken in it, were to be conſider'd as the firſt 
Symptoms of that general Diſorder, for which fo much Foun- 
dation was laid; for which Reaſon, lle thought that the 


Houſe cculd not conſider this otherwiie, than as the Cauſe of 


the Nation, in the ſtrongeſt Manner. That in Juſtice to the 
King, as weil as to the People, they ought to take this into 
their own Hands, and not to entruſt the Proſecution of it 


with any Body but themſelves. That every Body knew to | 
What Hazards Proſecutions in the ordinary Courſe of Juſtice, 


were liable, tho' they were never ſo well concerted by thoſe 
whoſe Buſineſs it was to carry ttem on: But how ſure ſoever 
this Succeſs might be, in a Caſe ſo notorious as this, yet it 
was obvious to every Bedy, of what different Weight and 
Influence the Proſccutions of Parliament were, from thoſe in 
the ordinary Forms. That he own'd he was ſurpriz'd that 
any Meaſures had been taken of that Kind, againſt the Peers 
who had been taken in open Rebellion, a Parliament fit- 
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ting, which had ſhew'd ſo much Zeal, and had contributed 
ſo much to the Preſervation of the Government, eſpecially at 


a Time when the Crown on the King's Head was fighti 


for. That he very well knew, that tho“ the Houſe of | 


Commons Right of Impeaching Criminals was unlimited, 


yet they would exerciſe that Power by the Rules of Wiſdom 


and Diſcretion, and not engage in trivial Matters, but in | 
ſuch only, where the Offenders were not within the Reach of | 


the ordinary Juſtice, or the Nature of their Crimes ſuch as 
were not fit to be meddled with by the ordinary Juriſdictions. 


That the Caſe of the Lords taken in Rebellion, was indeed | 


notorious, and of which the Proof would be eaſy ; but tho 
not from the Difficulty of the Proſecution, yet from the 


Weight and Conſequerce of it, he thought he need fay little 
more to convince the Ficuſe,to make it incir own Proſecution, + 
by which they engag'd every Commoner in Great Britain, a2 
an immediate Party againit thoſe who had carry'd a War 


into the Bowels of the Kingdom. That no Inftance ever 


had riſen in the Engliſh Hittory, where their Anceſtors had 
permitted a Proſecution of this Kind, againſt the chief Ac- 
tors. to be carry'd any where but in full Parliament. That 
the fre Pepiſh Lords were purſu'd by the loud Voice and 
Weight of the Commons of England; and tho” at that Time 


the Nation was in Peace, they would not permit the Fate of 


thoſe Proſecutions to depend on the Care or Skill of thoſe 
Who 
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Cho :re vers'd in the ordinary Forms of Juſtice ; and their Anmo2. Geo. 1. 


Succeſs was anſwerable. That he own'd his Defire, upon all 
Occaſions, to raiſe the Honour and Authority of Parliaments, 
which he thought the greatelt Support of the Honour and 


the Prerogatives of the Crown ; for which Reaſon, he took 
this Occaſion to ſpeak more fully to the Nature of Impeach- 


ments, and the rather, becauſe he apprehended ſome Gentle- 
men had miſtaken Notions concerning them : That the Power 


of Impeachments was the moſt valuable and uieful Privilege 


that belong'd to the Body of the Commons, at leaſt equal to 
that of giving Money, which belongs ſolely to them. 
That Gentlemen need not be apprehenſive of any Intricacies 
in thoſe Proceedings, eſpecially at a Time, and upon an 


| Occaſion, when there was no Doubt of the Concurrence of 


both Houſes. That the Impeachments were in themſelves 
more plain, regular, and diſentangled, than any other Forms 
of Juſtice. That they were particularly excepted out of the 
late Statute of Treaſons, which had very much fetter'd the 
ordinary Courſe of Proceedings. That Impeachments were 
never made difficult, but when they were carried on againſt 
the Inclination of the Crown, or at a 'Time when there was 
no good Underſtanding between the two Houſes ; when little 
Occaſions myo be ſought to raiie Diſputes, and interrupt 
them ; or elſe when they are undertaken, before they are 
well conſider d; which could not be the preſent Caſe. That 
there was another Reaſon, which upon this Occafion ſhould 
determine Gentlemen into this Method ; which was the 
Conſequence of the Judgment that ſhould be obtained againſt 
thoſe Lords; He aſſerted it as his clear Opinion, and which 
he thought he could maintain, That no Pardon under the 
Great Seal could diſcharge a Judgment obtain'd upon the 
Impeachment of the Commons: That this Opinion had been 
ſtrenuouſly aſſerted in this Heuſe in former Reigns ; and he 
thought it not weakened by the Declaration in the A& of 
Settlement of the Crown upon the Houſe of Hanover. That 
he had heard of a very new Diſtinction that had been coin'd 
without Doors, to avoid this Opinion, viz. © 'That the Par- 
don was not pleadable in Bar of the Impeachment, and to 
prevent the Commons from examining into the Offence ; 
* but that it was pleadable after Judgment, and in Bar of 
* Execution.” That whenever that Queſtion ſhould come 
properly before them, he undertook to ſhew the Idleneſs and 
Abſurdity of that Diſtinction; That if that Diſtinction was 


fram'd to make Court to the Prerogative, he thought it 


the moſt falſe and deſtructive Piece of Flattery of the Kind, 
that ever had been rais'd. That it was the greateſt Eaſe, Se- 


 Eurity, and Support of the Crown, in his Opinion, inſtead 


of any Diminution of it, that no ſuch Power ſhould be 
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Iodo'd there, to be exercis'd on any Occaſion, to prevent te 
g wroug it upon by any Iuſlu- 
ence to deſeat the jud ment given in full Parliament, with 
the Con cur ende of beta Houtes, againſt the higheſt Offen- 
ders; which mult jnevit-bly creato the greateſt Jealouſy, and 
cauſe the ighen Diſſa foctions berween the Crown and the 
People: Fur this Keafon, he trok it to be the greateſt Ad- 
vantage to ti Crown, that the Conſtitution of the Kingdom 
had not, as he thought, inveſted it with any fuch Power; 


and on the other Side it would clearly appear, that ſuch a 


Power was utterly inconſiſtent with tie Fundamental Rights 
of Parliament. That he chn'd he was ſurpris'd to hear, that 
any ſuch Diſtinction ſhould be ſtarted at this Time: But if 
the Law was as he aporehended it to be, it was the ſtrongeſt 
Reaſon for tile Commons to interpoſe in this Protecution, to 
deſend the Crown irom the many Importunities to which it 
would be {abject in the orciuary Couric cf Juſtice ; and that 
the Weight of the Profſecuticn, and the Conſequences of it, 
ſhould be born by the Commons, as it ought to be in a Caſe 
ſo National as tis. Ihat if Gentlemen wanted any other 
Motives to induce them to make this Proſecution their own, 
he had a Paper in his Hand, which would fire the Thoughts 


of every Gentleman there, [meaning the Pretende;”s Declara- 


tion: ] That no Body could read, without the utmoſt Indig- 
nation, the Perſonal Indignities that were therein caſt upon 
the bett of Princes, whole Title to the Crown, they were 
bound by all the Ties of Duty, Affection, and Intereſt, to 
maintain. That the Houle could do no leſs than to reſent 


this io far, as to make themielves the Proſecutors of thoſe who 
avou d this Cauſe of the Pretender, and ſet themſelves at the 


Head cf Armics, in the Heart of the King's Dominions. 
That in this Paper, the IIouſe would fee how they were 
treated kemtelves: That they were repreſented as tne moſt 


illegal and mf:mous Aſſembly of Men nat ever met together. 


That theſe Conſideretions ovght in Juſtice to animate and 
invigorate their Proceedings in every Reſpect, till the Inve- 
teracy and Inſolence of the Fremy were entire!; ſubdued: 
That he Cid not think that the Proceedings of this Houſe 
ought, in ny Caſe, to be governed by vindictive Conſidera- 
tions, but by ſuck Circumitinc's only, as from their real 


Weighc ard Coniequence ca for the Interpoſition of the 


Commons: Thai ue was 4 ble that the Commons had a 
gicat Work upon their finde, uren other Impeachments, 
lich they had thoug kc fit m enter upon, and which were 
Fill Cependiro : That he knew 111 what Situation theſe Im- 
PEChmets were in; and hop'< they would be reſum d and 
carry & Gn in Cue Seaſon, with the tame V igour with which 
Key Were udertaben: That he likewiſe believed, that the 
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Nation expected that their Inquiries upon that Head ſhould Aare 7 Goo. 1 
be extended, and appear to be impartial, it not being poſſible Ia, 
that 2 greater Diſhonour could be brought, or an heavier 3 
Imputation caſt upon, the Proceedings of that Houſe, than that 


ol Partiality, which could not fail to ſink their Credit. and to 


prevent all the good Efrecto that were hop d and expected 
from them; However he concluded, that every Gentleman 
would agree with him, that the preſent Situation and Con- 


| junQure of A'airs made it neceſſary to give the Preference 


to thoſe Lords who had been taken in open Rebellion : And 
thereupon he impeached James Earl of Derwentwater of 
High Treaſon; which Impeachment he undertook to make 
good. 

Upon this, the Houſe reſolv d to impeach the ſaid Earl of 

High Treaſon ; as they did likewiſe, upon the Motions ſe- 

verally made by Mr W. Pulteney, Mr Boſcawen, Mr Hamp- 
den, Lord F inch, the Earl of Hertford, and Mr Wortley, The Houſe teſolve 
to impeach of the ſame Crime William Lord Widdrington, Þ impeach the | 
William Earl of Nithiidale, George Earl of Wintoun, Ro- ter, Widirington, 
bert Larl of Carnwath, William Viſcount Kenmure, and tun, — 
William Lord Nairn. Then Mr Lechmere, and the other Nan af md, 
ſix Members, in Purſuance of the Commands of the Houſe, Trealon. 


carry d up an Impe:chment to the Bar of the Houſe of 
Lords, in the Words following, viz. | 


My Lords, 


"Sj HE Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aflem- 


, blea, having receiv'd Information of divers Treaſons 


committed by a Great Peer of this Houſe, James Earl of 
* Derwentwater, have commanded me to impcach the ſaid 
James Earl of Derwentwater of High Treaſon: And I do 
here, in their Names, and in the Names of all the Commons 
* of Great Britain, impeach the ſaid James Earl of Derwent- 
* water of High Treaſon. And I am farther commanded by 
the Houſe of Commons, to acquaint your Lordihips, that 
* they will, with all convenient Speed, exhibit Articles to 
* make good the Charge againſt him. | | 


The other fix Impeachments were all in the fame Form. 

The faid ſeven Members being returned to the Houſe, and ha- 
ring reported what they had done, a Committee was appoint- 
ed, of which Mr Lechmere was Chair-Man, and order'd to | 
draw up Articles of Impeachment againſt tiie feven impeach'd arivtes t-wa us 
Lords, which being drawn up according!y. and agreed to by dl ant 
the Houſe, were carry'd to the Lords by Ir Lechmere. Þy Mr Lehnert 
The Articles at large the Reader may ſce in the STATE 
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The ſame Day the Commons refolv'd that Thomas For- 
ſter, Etq; Member for Northumberland, having been taken in 
open Rebellion, bearing Arms againit his Majeſty, be ex- 
pell'd the Houle. | | 

January, 11. The Commons preſented the following Ad- 
dreſs to the King. 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


The Commons Ad- © your Majeſty's moſt dutiſul and loyal Subjects, the 


dreis to the King, ;, 


Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, 
* return your Majeſty our unfeigned Thanks for your moſt 
«* gracious Speech from the Throne. | | 
Ve beg Leave moſt heartily to congratulate your Maje- 
* ſty upon the Succeſs that has attended your Arms; and it 
© js with the greateſt Satisfaction we obſerve, that the Offt- 
© cers and Soldiers of the Army have, by a brave and faith- 
ful Diſcharge of their Duty, deſerv'd your Majeſty's Ap- 
« probation ; and that the juſt and neceſſary Meaſures taken 
for ſtrengthening your Majeſty's Hands, have had ſo good 
an Effect, in preventing Inſurrections in ſeveral Parts of the 
Kingdom. | | 
Ihe wiſe and ſeaſonable Proviſion which your Majeſty 
has made, both at Home and from Abroad, for the Safety 
© of the Nation; your Goodneſs in giving all ſuch Eſtates as 
© ſhall be forfeited by this Rebellion, in Eaſe of your People; 
and the tender Regard and Concern which you have been 
© pleas'd to expreſs for their Sufferings, call for all the Re- 
turns of Duty, Zeal, and Affection, which faithful and 
loyal Subjects can owe or pay to the beſt of Kings. | 
This Rebellion, (for which not the leaſt Colour of Pro- 
* yocation has been given) as it ought very juſtly to be the 
Odject of your Majeſty's Contempt, fo it raiſes in your 
truly loyal Commons the higheſt Reſentment and Indigna- 
tion againſt thoſe ungrateful deſperate Rebels, whoſe per- 
_ © micious Principles, private Diſcontents and Diſappoint- 
* ments, have engag'd them to involve their Country in 
* Blood and Confuſion. 
We look with Pity upon thoſe unhappy deluded People, 
* who by falſe 1 „ have 
been betray'd into their own Deſtruction; but we deteſt, 
* and will do our utmoſt to confound the Devices of thoſe, 
* who, profefling an unlimited Obedience, have ſtirr'd upa Re- 
© bellion againſt your Majeſly, and, under the Diſguiſe of the 
* Danger of the Church, are endeavouring to introduce Po- 
* pery : And when we reflect, that nothing leſs than our | 
holy Religion, your Majeſty's Crown, and the Liberties of | 
* our Country, are concern'd in the Event of this wicked 
© Under- 
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« Undertaking, We cannot but with Aſtoniſhment obſerve the Anno 2. Geo. 1 


1715-10, 


« Indifference of ſome in this great and important J uncture. 

But your faithful Commons, with Hearts full of a due 
« Senſe of the invaluable Bleſſings which they enjoy under 
your Majeſty's moit auſpicious Government, ofer their 
Lives and Fortunes in Defence of your undoubted "Title to 
the Crown, in Support of the Proteſtant Religion, and in 
© Maintenance of the Liberty and Property of the Subject ; 
« which, as they were wonderfully preſerv'd to us by your 
« Majeity's happy Acceſſion to the Throne, can only be ſe- 
( cur d to Polterity by the Eye of Heaven watching over and 
« cuarding your facred Perſon and your Royal Family. 

And that this Nation may long continue to be a Prote- 
© ſtant and a Free People, your moſt dutiful and loyal Com- 
* mons do moit readily promiſe to grant ſuch early ard ef- 
« fectual Supplies, as may enable your Majeſty to put an End 
* to this unnatural Rebellion, to confound and extinguiſh tor 
ever all Hopes of the Pretender, his open and ſecret Abet- 
© tors, and ſecure the future Peace and Tranquility of your 
Kingdoms; being well aſſur d, that your good People will 
think no Burthen grievous, that is neceſſary for the Preſer- 
vation of all that is dear and valuable to them. 

* But your Majeſty's Care and Concern for the publick 
Welfare has not been confin'd to your own Kingdoms; 


and however your Enemies might flatter themſelves, that 


* theſe inteſtine Commotions would leſſen the Influence of 
Great Britain in foreign Parts, your Commons with Ad- 
* miration ſee, and with Gratitude acknowledge, the Effect 
* of your Wiſdom, which has been able to ſurmount theſe 
*- Difficulties, in ſettling the Barrier-Treaty for the Nether- 
* lands, between the Emperor and the States-General, under 
your Majeſty's Guaranty; in having made fo great a Pro- 


* greſs towards renewingall former Alliances between Great 


* Britain and the States-General ; and particularly in deliver- 
* ing that valuable Branch of our Commerce with Spain, 
* from thoſe grievous Impoſitions and Hardſhips to which it 
| * ſubjected by the Treachery of the late Male- Admini- 
ſtration. 

And as the ſame fatal and pernicious Counſels have 
* been the Cauſe and Source of all the Miſchiefs and Cala- 
* mities that muſt attend this unnatural Rebellion ; and as 
* your faithful Commons, deſirous to teſtify their Zeal and 


| Duty to your Majeſty, and their Abhorrence of this trea- 


* ſorable Enterprize, have already exerted themſelves in en- 
* deavouring to bring to ſpeedy and exemplary Juſtice, the 
open and declar'd Inſtruments of this Rebellion, they think 
* themſelves oblig d. in Juſtice to their injur'd Country, to 
continue in the moſt vigorous and impartial manner, to 

\ pre 


A2. Ceo, I. 
1-15-16, 


The King's Arie 


De ate corner [hy 
tre conte uin {ie 
1 tor pd g 
toe Ad cd. Cor) 4 
Act. 


II- Sl ippen. 


Ceneral Stankopr. 


King's Speech re- 
zatine to the Pe- 
A nugr's heatine 

ike Reiclizon 1 

„ned. 


{6a } 
* proſecute the Authors of thoſe evil and deſftruftive Connſels, 
* which have drawn down tacte Mijerics upon the Nation. 


To which his Mijefy was pleas' d to make this Anſwer. 


Gentlemen, 


. F Return you my hearty Than!:s for the kind and warm 


ns Atturances ot Loyalty contain'd in this Addreſs; from 
« which I promile my ſelf the moit k:iypy Con equences, 
« fince nothing can fo eſfectuaiy reſtore ihe Peice and ran- 
« quility of tue Kingdom, as the commeiduble Zeal you 


«+ have expre!s'd upon thts Occaſion. 


Jarnary 21. The Ning wert to the Houſe of Peers, and 
cave the Royal Anent tog Bill intitled, A for cartinu- 
ang an At to inerten bis \ ajeſity to ficure end detain fuch 


Perjons ar is Major fei fuſpect are canſtiring againſt his 


Perſen an Covernment, Sc. 

his Bill had been ſtreuouſly eppos'd : Nr Shippen made 
a Speech ↄgainſt it, in which he intitied, That it invaded the 
moli valuable Right of Evgliſh Subjects, encourag'd malici- 


ous Informations, and gave a Handle to thoſe in Power to 


oppreſs innocent Perſons; he therefore mov'd to have a 
Clauſe inſerted in it, to prevent illegal Impriſonments, and 
for the better ſecuring the Liberty of the Subject, in Caſes 
not within the Purport of the ſaid Act.“ He was anſwer'd 


by Gen. Stanhope, who endeavonr'd to ſhew the Neceſſity of 
ſuch an Act. at a Time of open Rebellion; and appeal'd to 


the whole Houle, Whether the King or his Miniſters had 
made an ill or a wanton Uſe of the Power with which the 
Parliament had thought fit to intruſt his Majeity.” Ard the 
Queſiion being put upon Mr Shippen's Motion, it paſs'd in 
the Negative, 

The King having given the Royal Aﬀent to the ſaid Bill, 
the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty's Ccmmand, read the 
following Specci to both Houſes. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Had Reaſon to believe, when I poke laſt to you, that 
_ the Pretender was landed in Scotland; the Accounts I 
© have receiv d ſince do put it beyond all Doubt, that he 
is hen ding the Rebellicn there, and does 2Nume the Stile 
end Litle of King of theſe Realms; bis Adherents do like- 
wie conſdently affirm, that Aſſurances are gien them 
ef Support from Abre:id. This Parliament hath, on all 
Occahions, expref.'t} ti much Duty to me, and fo true a 
Regard for the religious and civil Rights of my Pcople, 
chat 1 am per ſu dd tits Garins Preſumptien of Cur Ene- 
| „ mies 
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e mies will heighten your juſt Indignation againft them, and 
« beget ſuch farther Reſolutions as, with the Bleſſing ot God, 
« gill enable me to defeat their Attempts. 
Gentlemen of the [ioute of Commons, 

« The molt effe&tual Way to put a ſpeedy End to theſe 
« Troubles, will be to make ſuch a Proviſion as may diſ- 
courage any Foreign Power from aſſiting the Rebels; I 
« do therefore hope, that every ſincere Proteitant and true 
« Briton will look upon the extraordinary Expence which a 
« timely Preparation may require, to be the beſt Husbandry, 
« fincc it will, in all human Probability, prevent that Deſo- 
lation and thoſe Calamities, which would unavoidably 
« enſue, if the Rebellion ſhould be ſuſfer'd to ſpread, and 
« be ſupported by Popiſh Forces from Abroad. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

The World mult be convinc'd, by all you have already 

done, that you have nothing but the Honour and Interett 


of your Country at Heart ; and for my own Part, I rely 


entirely upon you, and doubt not but you will take ſuch 
« Reſolutions, at this Juncture, as will be molt for the pre- 
« ſent Safety, and future Eaſe of my People. 


January 24. The Commons preſented an Addreſs to the 
King, as follows: 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, | 

XI/E your Majeſty's mol dutiful and loyal Subjecta, 
ö the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſ- 
* ſembled, do, with all Humility, return our unfeigned 
Thanks for your Majeſty's moit gracious Speech from the 
Throne, and for your great Gocdneſs in communicating to 
© us thoſe important Advices which ſo highly concern the 
immediate Safety of your Kingdoms. 


Anno 2. Geo. I. 
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The Commons A- 
des vi Thal. 


We can never ſufficiently expreſs our grateſul Senſe of 


* your Majeity's conſtant Care ard 'Tenderne!s for your Peo- 
ple, on every Occaſion, ſince your Acceſſion to the '{'rone 
© of your Anceſlors; but "tis wich the uunoſt Satisfation of 
* Heart, that we now experience the havpy Effects of that 
* jult Confidence which your loyal and af:tionate Commons 
have already repos'd in ycur great Wiſdem, for making 
* ſuch Augmentation of T roops us your Majeſty ſnould find 


© neceſiary lor our common Saſety: And tho? the Growth 


of the Rebellion has already neceſlitatel on Iucreale of For- 
ces, yet we mvlt ever acknow!odore veur wile and tender 
* Concern for your People, in haut, mile Provition, for our 
© Delence in tuch a Nianner, at this '; ime of common Pan- 
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brought on your Subjects; and that your Majeſty has 
nothing at Heart, but the Security and Welfare of your 


People. 


„% , dh 


» 


* Your dutiful Commons do likewiſe a acknowledge, with 
the higheſt Gratitude to your Majeſty, that by the prudent 
Diſpotntion of your Forces, not only the Deſigns of our 
Enemies to have rais'd Inſurrections in many Parts of the 
Kingdom have been entirely fruſtrated, and the Peace and 
Tranquility of theſe Nations thereby, in 2 great Meaſure, 


reſetv d; but to that, we owe, under God, thoſe ſignal Sue 


ceſſes which have check'd the Progreſs of the Rebellion, 
and which have given us, your faithful Commons, fo ear- 
ly and juſt an Occaſion to exert our ſelves in the molt vigor 
ous and effectual Manner, for bringing ſome of the chief 
Actors to condign Punidunent. We are aſtoniſh'd at the 
daring Preſumption of the Pretender and his Adherents; 
and do molt ſincerely and heartily aſſure your Majetty, that 
our Indignation is hereby heighten'd againit them ; and that 
we cannot fo far forget our Duty and Affection to your 
Majeſty, and our Concern for our 1 and Liberties, 
as not to take, at this critial j uncture, ſuch fart her Reſoly 


tions, as will enable your Majeſty, with the Bleſſing of God, 


to defeat their Deſigns. Your faithful Commons being 
therefore hrmly and unalterably refolv'd to ſpare no Ex 
pence, and to decline no Hazard for the Support of your 


Majeſty's Title and Government, whereon all that is dear | 


and valuable to us and our Poſterities, under God, entirely 
depends; and being moſt earneſtly deſirous to give all ima- 


ginable Proots of our conſtant and unſhakæn Zeal and Aﬀec- } 


tion for your ſacred Perſon, and being throughly convinc'd 
that we cannot more effectually conſult our own Security, 
than by teſtifying our entire Confidence in your Majeſty's 


known [utiice, Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, do moſt humbly 


beſeech your Majeſty, that you will be graciouſly pleaſed 
to give Directions, from Time to Time, for ſuch farther 
Augmentation of Troops as the Exigency of Affairs ſhall 
render neceſſary. 

And we farther aſſure your Majeſty, that we will grant 
ſuch Supplies as ſhall be ſufficient, not only to maintain 
ſuch additional Forces, and to defeat all Attempts of your 


Enemies, both at Home and Abroad, and to prevent | 


thoſe Calamities which muſt enſue, if this unnatural Re- 
bellion be ſuffer d to fpread ; but alſo to enable your 


Majeſty, with the Bleſſing of God, effectually to ſhew 


your Reſentment againſt any foreign Power, that ſhall pre- 


ſume directly or indirectly, to abet or ſupport the Preten- 
der or his Adherents. 


To 


Mt. Babe io a riots: 
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To this Addreſs, the King anſwer d, 
Gentlemen, 


Anno 2. Geo. x; 


„ Thank you heartily for this Addreſs. If any Thing 828 


6 could add to the good Opinion this Houſe of Com- 
«+ mons deſerves from me, it would be the Zeal and Unani- 
„ mity you have ſhewn upon this Occaſion. You may de- 
« pend upon my continuing always, as I have hitherto done, 
to make Uſe of the Confidence and Powers you put in me, 
« only for reſtoring and ſecuring the Peace ard Quiet of 
my People. | 


The Particulars of the Trials, Condemnation, &c. of the 
impeach'd Lords before the Houſe of Peers, being related at 
large in the fixth Volume of STATE TRIALS; and the 
inſerting of them here being alſo foreign to our 
which 1s only to mention ſuch Proceedings as were the Sub- 
ject of ſome SPEECHES or DEBATES in the Houſe of 
Commons, We think it proper to omit the ſame. 

February 17. The King went to the Houſe of Peers, and 
rave the Royal Akten to lach Bills as were ready. 

Aſter which, the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's Com- 
mand, read the following Speech to both Houſes. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
„Take this Opportunity of acquainting you, that my 
" Forces have oblig'd the Pretender to fly out of Scot- 
„land; and he is fince, as I am informed, landed near Gra- 
velines, but I don't yet know, whether any Country in 
4 Amity with us, will give him Protection, after having 
„ ſo publickly invaded our Kingdom. 

The Dangers to which the Nation was expos'd, made 
* me determine, that neither the extraordinary Rigour of 
the Seaſon, nor any fallacious Propoſal of the Rebels, 
* ſhould divert me from uſing all poſſible Endeavours to- 
« wards putting a ſpeedy and effectual End to this unnatural 
Rebellion. 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
I muſt return you my Thanks for the great Progreſs 
you have made in the Supplies. The neceſſary Diſpoſitions 
are made for raiſing additional Forces: But as I ſhall al- 
* ways conſult the Eaſe of my People, as far as it is con- 
* ſiſtent with their own Security, ſo I ſhall not make uſe of 
the Confidence you have plac'd in me, unleſs the reſtleſs 
Malice of our Enemies ſhould make it neceſſary to go on 
* with thoſe Levies. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, | 

< I promiſe my ſelf, from the Zeal and Wiſdom of this 
Parliament, that the future Happineſs and Tranquility of 
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with which it has pleaſed Almighty God fo far to bleſs 
* your Arms, as to force the Pretender out of your Ma- 


(6) 
my Subjects, will be eſtabliſh'd on a ſolid Foundation; 
« and ſuch Meaſures taken, as may deprive our Enemies at 
% Home of the Power, ſince that alone can deprive them of 
« the Inclination, again to attempt the Diſturbance of my 


« Government. This, therefore, is what I think my ſelf 


„ qblig'd to recommend to you, as a Deliberation of the 
* utmoſt Importance to the future Safety, Eaſe, and Proſpe- 
« rity of my People. 

February 20. The Houſe preſented the following Addreſs 
to the King. | 


8 * Majeſty”s moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
6 the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſ- 
© ſembled, do, with Hearts full of Gratitude, return your 
© Majeſty our unfeigned Thanks for your moſt gracious 
© Speech from the Throre; and do beg Leave moſt hear- 
© tily to corgratulate with your Majefty, upon the Succeſs 


« jeſty's Dominions. 

We are willing to hope, that no Prince or State in 
« Amity with your Majeſty, will give Refuge, Countenance, 
© or Protection to a Perſon, who in fo notorious a Manner, 
© has diſturb'd the Peace of your Kingdoms; but the Dan- 
gers to which your Majeſty's ſacred Perſon and Govern- 


ment, the Religion, Laws, and Liberties of our Country, 


© have been once expos'd by this vile Attempt, would leave 
your Commons without Excuſe to thoſe they repreſent, if 
they ſhould ſee, with Patience, the Nation expos'd to the 


© like Hazard for the future, by the Pretender to your 


TT Majeſty's Crown being ſhelter'd in your Neighbourhood : 


© We do therefore make it our humble Requeſt to your 


« Majeſty, that yon will uſe the moſt earneſt and 

< Inſtances with all Princes and States in Amity with your 
« Majeſty, that he may not be harbour'd in their Territo- 
© ries ; and we beg Leave to give your Majeſty the ſtrong- 
« eſt Aſſarances that we will, to the utmoſt of our Power, 


contribute whatever ſhall, by your Majeſty, be judg'd ne- 


* ceſſary to render thoſe Inſtances effectual. 


The tender Regard which your Majeſty expreſſes for 


© the Eaſe of your People, in declining to put the Nation 


© to any farther Expence at prefent for additional Forces, 1 


does, if peflible, heighten that Confidence which we fo 

« juitly had repos'd in you: But we beſeech your Majeſty, 

that in ſettling the Proportion of Forces to be maintain'd 

* this Year by Sex and Land, your Majeſty will have ſuch 

a Regard to the Diſpoſition and Preparations of our Neigh- 
: | * 
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* bours, from Time to Time, as to provide effectually for 
the Security of your Kingdoms againſt any Power that 
« ſhall preſume to countenance or abet the Pretender. Your 


Anno 2. Geo. I. 
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Commons cannot ſufliciently expreſs the juſt Senſe theß 


© have of your Majeſty's conſummate Wiſdom and firm 
* Reſolution not to be diverted or amus d by any Difficul- 
ties of the Seaſon, or any ſpecious Artifices, from pur- 
« ſuing the Rebels in Scotland to their ſeveral Retreats, 
« fince that Method alone could reſtore and ſecure, with 
Honour, Peace and Tranquility to that Part of your 
« Dominions. | 

„fis with the utmoſt Concern we obſerve, that the 
Malice and Inveteracy of our Enemies at Home, is ſo 
great, that they want not the Inclination to diſturb your 
* Majeity's Government; but your faithful Commons, in 
* Duty to your Majefty, and Love for their Country, will 
© endeavour to deprive them of the Power, by taking ſuch 
« prudent and neceſſary Meaſures, as may molt effectually 


* ſecure the future Safety, Eaſe, and Proſperity of your 


People. 

To which his Majeſty was pleas d to return the following 
Anſwer. 1 p 

Gentlemen, 


& Thank you for this dutiful and affectionate Addreſs, 
„I will endeavour, by all proper Means, to prevent the 
« Pretender's being ſuifer d to give perpetual J ealouſies, by 
continuing in our Neighbournood ; and will, if the Ad- 
« yices I ſhall receive from Abroad do render it neceſſary, 
„not loſe any Time in making ſuch an Augmentation of 
« Forces by Sea and Land, as may, with the Blefling of 


God, effectually anſwer your Wiſhes to ſee the Nation 


« ſecur'd from any foreign or inteſtine Attempt whatſoever.” 


February 21. Several Petitions were deliver'd to the Houſe The Commons ad+ 

journ, to prevent 
any Application te 
them in Favout of 
the impeach 
Lords. 


of Commons in Behalf of the Earl of Derwentwater, Lord 
Widdrington, Earl of Nithiſdale, Earl of Carnwath, Lord 
Viſcount Kenmure, and Lord Nairn, after Sentence of 
Neath had been paſt on them; nevertheleſs, though many 
Members were inclined to Mercy, ,et, upon a Motion made 
by thoſe of the inion, who were for having the 


King's Anſwer, 


Law executed in its full Rigour, and therefore were deſirous 


to be rid of any farther Importunities on this Account, the 
Queſtion was put, that the Houſe ſhould adjourn to the firſt 
of March, which was carry'd in the Afirmative, by a Ma- 
Jority of ſeven Voices only. 

March 1. The Parliament met, according to their Ad- 


ournment : The next Day Mr Lechmere made a ed © 


12 | 


„ 
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anno 2. Geo. the Male-adminiſtration of the Miniſtry during the laſt Years 
ſhips then put on the Diſſenters, who, he added, were firm 
Pri ds to the Protettant Succeſſion ; and the viſible Conni- 
va ce nd Fivour ſhewn to the Roman Catholicks, the open 
and Jeciic'd Enemies of it and of the TIiluftrious Houſe of 
| anower; and c-omcluded with a Motion for bringing in 4 
2. P. to freng 3 Intereft in Great Britain, by 
1 injorc' the v 1+ now in being againſt Papiſis. He was ſe- 
e code b ine Lord Coningsby ; and no Member oppoſing 
che Motion, the Bill was ordered to be brought in accord- 
ingly. | 
Nothing farther occur'd in the Houſe of Commons, which 
gave Occaſion to any Speeches or Debates till the 19th of 
April, except their Proceedings at the Bar of the Houſe of 
Lords againſt the Earl of Wintoun, one of the ſeven impeach'd 
Lords, the Particulars of which are to be found at large in 
the STATE TRIALS, Vol. 6. 


The Lords havinz April 19. The Lords having ſent Mr Juſtice Tracy and 
bead che Ten. Mr Juſtice Dormer to acquaint the Commons, that they had 


nial AQ, ſendit to paſs'd a Bill intituled, An 44 for enlarging the Time of Conti. 
their Concurrence. nuance of Parliaments, appainted by an At made in the 6th 
Debate thereon, Tear of King William and Queen Mary, to which they deſir d 

Lord Gueraſey, their Concurrence : The Lord Guernſey Immediately mov'd, 

to reject the Bill, without reading it : But becauſe that would 
have been an unprecedented Method of Proceeding, the Houſe 

would not agree to it, but read the Bill the firſt Time, and 

the Queſtion being put, that it Le read a ſecond Time, there 

aroſe a Debate that laſted about two Hours. The moſt re- 

markable Objection that was then urg' d againſt the Bill, was, 

That it was an Impoſition of the Lords, to take upon them 

to direct the Commons in a Matter which concern d them 

only, as Guardians of the Rights and Liberties of the Peo- 


ple.” But to this it was anſu er d.. That even the Triennial 


Act itſelf was begun in the Houſe of Lords, who, as Part of 
the Legiſſature, are no leſs Guardians of the Liberties of the 
Subject than the Commons themſelves. At length it was 
carry d by a Majority of 276 againſt 156, that the Bill ſhould 
be read © 'ecord Time on the 'Tueſdav following. 
„. Six Petitions, viz. Of the Boroughs and Towns 
of M:rlborough, Midhurſt, Haſtings, Cambridge, Abingdon, 


and Newcattle under Linc, againk the Bill, being preſented 


to the Houſe and read, they were ſeverally ordered to lie 
upon de table. Then the Bill was read the ſecond Time; 
and a ¶Aotion being made, and the Queſtion put, That it be 
comu ted, there aroſe a warm Debate, that laſted from 
two in the Afternoon till near Eleven at Night. The 
Speakers for the Bll were, Mr Lyddal, Member for Led 

| withich ; 


of the late Queen, particularly with Relation to the Hard- 
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vithiel ; Mr Trevanian, Knight of the Shire for Cornwall ; Anno 2. Ceo. I. 
Mr Molineux, (a) Member for Boſſiney; Sir John Brown- LR 
low, Bart. (5) Knight of che Shire for Lincoln; Mr W 
den, (c) Member for Buckinghamſhire; Mr Moleſworth, (4) ——ů 
Member for St Michael; Mr John Smith, (e) Member for Mr Hampden. 
Eaſtlow ; Lord Scanhope, (// Member for St Germains ; Ir jahn Sich. 
Mr Young, (e) Member for Honiton ; Mr Craiggs, (5) 3 — 
Member for 'Tregony ; Lord Coningsby, (i) Member for Mr Craiggs. 
Leominſter ; Mr Giles Erle, (4) Member for Chippenham ; A de E- 
Sir Richard Steele, (J) Member for Borough- Bridge; Mr Sir Richard Stecle. 
Nevile, Member for Berwick ; Sir Charles Turner, (u) Jr Chr les Turner. 
Member for Lynn; Sir William Thompſon, (2) Member sir wil. Thompſon. 
for Ipſwich ; Sir Joſeph Jekyll, (e) Member for Lymington ; sir Joſeph Jekyll. | 
Gen. Stanhope, (p) Member for Cockermouth ; Mr Aiſlabie, General Stanhope. 
% Member for Ripon. The Speakers againſt the Bill were, 


Mr Robert Heyſham, (-) Member for London; Mr Sneil, Mr Rob. Heyſham. 


” Mr Snell. 


Member for Clouceiter ; Mr Shippen, Member for Newton; Mr Shippen. 
Lord Paget, () Member for Staffordſhire; Mr Wykes, Lori Peet 
Member for Northampton; Mr Hutchinſon, (7) Member wr Hutchinbon. 
for Haſtings; Mr Jefferies, (a) Member for Droitwich ; wr Jeffries. 

Sir Thomas Croſs, Bart. Member for Weſtminſter ; Sir sir Tho. C:ov. 
William Whitlock and Mr William Bromley, Members for Sir wil. Whithci, 
the Univerſity of Oxford; Mr Archer, Member for War- Mr archer. 
wickſhire ; Lord Guernſey, Member for Surrey; Sir Thomas Lo! Guernfer. 
Hanmer, Member for Suffolk; General Roſs, Member for Gen. ov. 
the Shire of Roſs; Sir Robert Raymond, (wv) Member for Sir Rob. Raymond. 
Ludlow ; Mr Hungerford, (x) Member for Scarborough ; Mr Hungerford. 
Mr Ward, (3) Member for Thetford; Mr Walter Chet- 3 Wal Cherwynd. 
wynd, (=) Member for Stafford; Mr Lechmere, (aa) Mem- Mr Lechmere. 
ber for Cockermouth. Mr 


the 1707. 
tleman of the Bedebamber to the Prince, nw Earl of eſterfield. 


2 


1 
Anno g. Co. . Mr Lyddal, who open'd the Debate, ſpoke as follows : 


1716, 


WR Mr Speaker, | 
Tou have now under your Conſideration a Matter of ag 


E great Weight and Importance, as, I believe, ever came be. 
fore any Parliament; for where the Rights and Liberties of 
the Subject appear to ve concern d, then certainly it is fit to | 
proceed with tue utmoſt Caution and Regard. The Trien- 
nial Act was, no doubt, originally intended as a Barrier and 
Defence of thole Rights and Liberties, againſt any oppreflive 
or arbitrary Invations of the Crown: And tho' we are ſo 
happy as to have a good Prince now upon the Throne, who is 
likely to be ſucceeded by one equally fo, yet ſuch great Blef- 
ſings were never entail'd upon a People. No Body can be 
more for ſupporting the juſt Prerogative, than I am, becauſe 
I alwavs take it to be a Power of doing Good : And therefore, 
if upon the i{tr:Aeit Examination I could find, that what is at 

1 propos d, would throw the Ballance of Power too 
much on the Side of the Crown, 1 ſhould then think it not 
only hurtful and dangerous to the Publick, but fatal and de- 
ſtructive to the Conſtitution. In order to enter farther into 
this Subject, it is proper to look back from whence a Bill of 
this Kind firſt took its Riſe : In the Year 1640 a Bill for Tri- 
ennial Parliaments, or that which was very like it, was pats'd; 
but with a Clauſe in it, of a hard and compulſory Nature, 
derogatory to the Crown, and, indeed, unreaſonable in itſelf, 
with many other difagreeable Circumſtances. It is well 
known what was the Conſequence of thoſe unhappy Differ- 
ences, between the King and his People. After the Reſto- 
ration, in the 16th of King Charles Il. this AR, which in- 
mediately preceded a long and bloody Civil War, was re | 
peal'd by another AR, the Preamble of which is very remark- 
able: And thus Things remain'd 'till ſome Time after the 
Revolution, when King William was prevail'd upon to paſs 
this now, I hope, dying Law. I am ſure nothing could pre- 
vail with me either to enlarge or alter this Act, were I not 
convinc'd by comparing the Arguments on both Sides, that 
the not doing of it is liable to more Inconvenience and Dan- 
ger. If you do it, ycu effectually ſtrengthen the Hands of 
the King; ſettle and maintain the Proteſtant Succeſſion, by 
deſtroying the vain Hopes of all its Enemies, both at Home 
and Abroad. You encourage your Allies to join with you, 
nay, and to depend that what thall hereafter be ſtipulated and 
agreed upon, will be punctually perform'd. This 1 
ment may, perhaps, at firſt diſquiet the Minds of the People; 
eſpecially when they are exaſperated by all the Endeavours of 
Men averſe and diſaffected to the Government. However, 2 
little Time will ſhew, that it will entirely break our Parties 
and Divif.ons, and by that Means lay a firm and ſolid Foun- , 
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dation for the future Tranquility and Happineſs of this King- 
dom. Beſides, if this Opportunity be loſt, you may poſſibly 
never have another, at le:it ſo good a one, not only to con- 
quer, but even to eradicate that Spirit of Jacobitiſm, which 
has long dwelt among us, and has more than once brought this 
Nation to the very Brink of Ruin and Deſtruction. Since 
therefore, with much Danger and Difficulty, we have at laſt 
ſecur'd our Religion, Laws, and Liberties, when all was at 


Stake, from the Treachery of the late Miniftry, the unaccount- 


able Proceedings of the laſt Triennial Parliament, why ſhould 
you run the Riſk of having a new one fo ſoon, firſt choſen by 
French Money, and then voting by French Directions? Since 
the King and his Parliament exert their united Power for the 


Good of the Publick, and to retrieve the Honour of the Nati- 


on, why ſhould they not continue longer together, that they 
may finiſh what they have ſo unanimouſly and fo happily 
? 

Upon the whole, Sir, the Electors and People of all the 
Boroughs in England having been, for ſeveral Years paſt, both 
brib'd and preach'd into the Pretender's Intereſt, and a Diſ- 
like of the Proteſtant Succethon, it becomes rather Neceſſity 
than Choice to apply an extraordinary Remedy to an extra- 


Anno 2, Geo. I. 
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— 


ordinary Diſeaſe : Therefore I ſhall give you no farther | 


Trouble, but make you a very ſhort Motion, which is, That 
this Bill be committed. 7 | 
Mr. Shippen ſpoke againſt the Bill as follows: 
Mr r | 


+ I know my Duty to this Houſe, and the Conſequence of 1. Spen-, 


any 

Bills we have already paſs d, we have made ſo wide a Gap in 
the Conſtitution, that the Force of the Law is in a Manner de- 
ſtroy d; or that, by any Thing we have done, we have pav'd 
the Way to a deſpotick and military Government, the greatett 
Calamity that can befal a freeborn People. Such Reflections 
may come from Perſons without Doors, who, tho' they may 
with Juſtice complain when their Liberties are invaded, yet 
cannot always enter into the Depth and Wiſdom of our Coun- 
ſels, and are too apt to cenſure what they do not underſtand. 


No Member can regularly arraign any Bills the ſame Seſſion 


they have obtain'd the Force and Sanction of Laws. But this 
Bill, tho? it hath already got through the moſt difficult Part 
of its Paſſage, and tho it will in all Probability be the next Law 


that ſhall be made, is yet unpaſs'd, is yet before us for our 


Conſideration, and we have a Right to treat it with Freedom: 
Freedom of Speech, I preſume, will not only be allow'd, bur 
1s expected on this Occaſion. I hope therefore, as the Buſineſs 
of this Day hath rais'd an univerſal Expectation throughout 
the Kingdom, fo Gentlemen who are more able, (none is more 

willing 


Expreſſions better than to ſay, that by any _ againſt the 


5 IP 


Anno 2. Geo. I. willing than my ſelf) will appear with Reſolution and Spirit d. 
WIS in this important Debate; in this, perhaps, our laſt Struggle m 


for the Liberties of thoſe we repreſent. | 

I think, then, all the Arguments which have been us'd 
for this Bill, are grounded on mere Surmiſes and Imagina- 
tions only ; are either trifling in themſelves, or dangerous in | 
their Conſequence. ; 

* One main Reaſon urg'd, both in the Preamble of the 
Bill, and in the Debates of the Gentlemen who are for it, 
is this: | 

That the Diſaffections of the People are fo great, and 
the Enemies of the Government both at Home and Abroad 
ſo watchful, that new Elections will occaſion new Riots, re- 
kindle the Rebellion, and be deſtructive to the Peace and 
Security of the Government, which will all be prevented | 
by continuing this good Parliament, and making the Time | 
of its Diſſolution uncertain. 

II this Argument be apply'd to the Miniſtry, I can only 
anſwer, that it is no Concern of ours, whether they have 
render'd themſelves odious to the People, or not. They | 
are more properly the Object of our Jealouſy, than of our 
Care. They may be deſtroy'd, and the Government ſub- 
fiſt. But if it be apply'd to his Majeſty, as it mult be to 
make it any Inducement to paſs this Bill, I will venture to | 
ſay, that none of thoſe, who are call'd Enemies to the Go- | 
vernment, and Abettors of the Rebellion, could have offerd | 
an Argument ſo injurious to his Majeſty's Honour. For 
with what Face can any good Subject inſinuate, that in the | 


YL 
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Infancy of his Reign he hath depriv'd himſelf of the Love 
and Affection of a People, who fo lately receiv'd him with 
the utmoſt Expreſſions of Joy? What an unjuſt Idea muſt 
this give of his moſt mild and gracious Government ? But 
the Aſſertion is the more injurious, becauſe it is entirely 
groundleſs. For when theſe pretended Diſaffections were 
at the higheſt, it appear'd how impotent they were, how | 
far from being univerſal, by the eaſy and ſudden Sup- | 
Dn of the Rebellion; and by Conſequence how 
Jutely his Majeſty reign'd in the Hearts of his Subject. 
Now the Rebellion is ſuppreſs'd, if there ſhould be any 
Remains of thoſe who are ill diſpos'd, the Fate of their 
Friends, whilſt the Terror of it is freſh in their Mi | 
will reſtrain them from any future Attempt. Beſides, the 
Hands of the Government are ſtrengthen d. The Habear 
Corpus Act is not only now, but may be again ſuſpended: 
You have a numerous ſtanding Army diſtributed thro the 


y 
poſe the Diſaffections of the People to be as great, ſuppoſe 
the Faction, ſpoke of in the Preamble, to be gs refileſs and 
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deſigning, as is affirm'd ; is this the Way to extinguiſh Ani- Anno 2. Geo. i 


moſities, to heal Diviſions, and to reconcile Parties? No, 
Sir, it will rather create Diſcontents, where there are none 
already: It will rather give Occaſion to choſe that are diſ- 
affected, to rail at your Proceedings; to ſay, that your A tions 
are ſuch that you dare not venture on new Elections; and 
who knows what ſuch Suggeſtions may produce? is poſ- 
fible when OY Years, for which you are now choſen, 
ſhall expire, may inſiſt, that they are unrepreſented in 
Parliament ; and this will be a better Handle, a more plau- 
fible Foundation, for the Faction to work upon, than they 
could have at the Time of a regular Election. Now, if the 
Continuance of this Parliament be intended only to calm 
Men's Minds, and that it is hop'd this Storm may by Degrees 
ſubſide, Gentlemen will be pleas'd to conſider, that we are but 
à little above a Year old, h we have done ſo many 
oreat and glorious Things, and that there will be no Neceſ- 
ity, as the Law ftands, of a Diſſolution this Year and half; 
imagine Diſcontents will laſt ſo long 


and that no Body can i 
under ſo wiſe, ſo unerring, ſo pacifick an Adminiſtration, as 
we now enjoy. 

Another Reaſon inſiſted on, is, That as the Continuance 
of this Parliament may prevent Commotions at Home, ſo it 
may hinder any Invaſion from Abroad, by encouraging our 
ancient Allies to enter into new Treaties with us, which they 
mill not otherwiſe do. | 

* This is a Secret which, in my humble Opinion, ought 
not to have been revealed; this is an Argument highly im- 
proper to be urg'd in a Britiſh Parliament: For it ſuppoſes, 
that our Allies preſcribe to our Counſels, and that they ex- 
pect we ſhould alter the preſent Frame of our Conſtitution, 
before they will favour us with their Friendſhips ; which is a 
Thought not to be endured in this Place, where ſo many 
— have been raiſed for their Service, and muſt move 

Indignation of every Engliſhman, eſpecially if it comes 
from any State that firſt — 2 its Being, and afterwards 
its Protection, from England. I hope never to ſee this Na- 
tion brought ſo low, that the Crown ſhall be directed, as 
was once attempted, when to remove or keep its Miniſters, 
when to diſſolve or continue its Parliaments. Sir, his Maje- 
ſty, as King of Great Britain, is the Arbiter of Europe, and 
may dictate to other Nations. They will, for their own 
Sakes, court his Friendſhip ; they bave always found their 
Account in being Allies to the Crown he wears. The Bri- 
tiſh Treaſure, and the Britiſh Armies, have made them tri- 
umph over their Enemies, and eſtabliſh the Balance they 
wanted. Tis farther faid, that by this Bill you will reſtore 
the Prerogative to part of its Power, which is cramp'd by 
Vor. I. | K the 
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the Triennial Act. Now, if this Bill is to be underſtood te 
relate to Alliances, it weakens and not ſtrengthens the Pre- 
rogative. For it is an Infinuation, that the People have 


ſomething to do in making Treaties, which muit ever be 


deny'd by the Friends of the Crown, where the ſole undiſ- 
puted Right is ledg d by the Conſtitution of this Kingdom, 
Beſides, if that was any Conſideration here, this Argument 


is alſo a Reflection on the preient Minittry, who are to have | 


the Honour to adviſe his Majeſty in any Alliances he ſhall 
think fit to make : For it hath an Appearance, as if 

durit not look a new Parliament in the Face; or, as if by 
ſome Demerit or other, they ſhou!d not continue in their 
Poſts, without the Help of this Bill, long eno2gh to aſſiſt 
in ſupyo: ting thoſe Alliances wien made. "Tis true, we 
have had of late a Sort of Triennial Miniſters, as well as 
Parliaments. But we orc to hope, that the pre:ent Set of 


_ Miniſters, who to far ſurpaſs all their Predeceifors in Wiſ⸗ 


dom and Virtue, will behkave ſo well, as to deſerve the Con- 
tinuance of his Majeily's Favour, and the Kingdom's Appro- 


baticn. Their Friends ought thereſore rather to reject, than | 


to inforce this Argument, as reflecting on them, and ground- 
leſs in it ſelf. | ; | 

There is another Reaſon, drawn from the great and con- 
tinu d Expences occahon'd by frequent Elections, which is 
fo weak, that it carce deſerves to be taken Notice of. For 
every Gentleman is a judge of his own Circumſtances, whe- 
ther he will or can be at the neceſſary Expences of an Elec. 
tion: Corrupt ones are not to be ſuppos d, eſpecially in this 
Houſe, which, ail the World knows, was choſen without 
the leait Corruption, without che leaſt Violence, without the 
leaſt improper Inguence whatſoever. | 

As to what is faid, That Tequent Parliaments are the 
Cauſe of obſtructing Juſtice, and kinder Candidates from be- 
ing impartial in the Diſtribution of it; 'tis equally trifling 
with the Reaſon laſt mentioned; and, if any, is an Argu- 
ment only for making Parliaments perpetual. For he who 
will be a great deal byaſo d by his Hopes of ſecuring his Seat 
in a Triennial Parliament, will, by the fame Principle, be 
a little warp'd by his Expectation of fitting in a Septennial 


done; and he ought in neither Caſe to be a Member of this 


Houſe ; For nothing can efeQually cure ſuch a Diſpoſition ; 
it will never be able to reſult greater Temptations, and Court- 


Preferments. 


Theſe are the chief Arguments for paſſing this Bill; and 
I aumbly conceive they now appear to be of no great Weight: 
But the Reaſons for letting the Law ſtand as it does, are ſuch 
as, in my Opinion, cannot receive an Anſwer. 
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« Firſt, If there were not abundance of other Arguments 
againtt tuis Bill, the Manner of its coming hither, is a ſath- 
cie it Objection to it. Tis Tent from the Lords, and as it 
chiciy elates to our ſel -es, I mall apprekend it inconſiſtent 
witu ur Honour to receive it. We onght to imitace the 


Pfpirit which our Predeceſſors ever ſhew'd in retiuting II At- 


tempts of this Kind, all Appen rances of Innovation by the 
Lords. Our Predeceſſors wer: ſo very jealous of their Privi- 
leges, that they never ai d to ere theinſelves, even on the 
ſmalleſt and moſt 1a.0vte Occaſions. Shall we then! ſhall 
this gloriovs Houſe of Commons be ſo far from dying that, 
as huinbly co take a new ode of our Conſtitution from 
them? Surejy we ſhall not fit tame, and 2cquieſce meanly, 
when they think fit to itrike at the Foundations of this 
Houſe. 

But if any here could be inclinable to receive the Dic- 
tates of the Lords, or, to peak cut, the Dictates of the Mi- 
nittry, I humbly apprehend it is not in ovr Power to conſent 


to this Bill. For I cannot conceive, by any Rule of Reaſon 
or Law, that we, vrhe are only Repre-entatives, can enlarge 


to our own Advantage the Authority deiczared io us; or 
that, by Virtue of that Authority, we can deſtroy the Fun- 
damental Rights of our Conſtituents. I know indeed, that 
the Notion of the radical Power of the People hath been ex- 
tended to a Degree of Extravegance anc Abſurdity, which 


T would never be ſuppos d io contend for. But it is felf- 


evident, that his Power with Relation to the Part we bear 
in the .egiilature, is abſolutely, is foley in the Electors. 
You have no Legiſlative Capacity, hut what you derive from 
tiem. You were choſen under the 'Prieazial Act, and could 
only be choſen for three Years, unleſs they could convey 
more to others, than they had in themſelves ; unleſs 

could give us 2 longer Term to repreſent them, than they 
could claĩm at the Time of their Choice to be repreſented. 
Our Truſt therefore is a Triennial Fruſt; and if we endea- 
vour to continue it beyond its legal Duravioan, from that In- 
ſtant we ceaſe to be the Truſtees of the Pecrle, and are our 
own EleRors ; from that Inſtant we act vy an a im'd Power, 
and erect a new Conſtitution. If we could diſſolve or alter 
the Form of any one Part of the Legiiintiro, „ny not of the 
whole? And that is a Doctrine Ipretume will not de advanced 
here; J am ſure it will never he allow'd in any other Place. 
But I know it is a very unacceptable Way of Speaking, to 
diſpute the Power of thoſe to whom one ſpeaks; and it may 
be thought a Preſumption if I ſhould afnirm in this preſent 
Parliament, which hath given ſo many Procf. of its Omni- 
potence, that even the whole Legiſlature cannot do every 


1 king. 1 mum however always be of Opinion, that tho" 
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Anno 2, Geo. I. jt js a receiv'd Maxim in civil Science, that the ſupream Le. 


gilature cannot be bound; yet an imply'd Exception muſt 
be underſtood, viz. that it is reitrain'd from ſubverting the 
Foundations on which it ſtands ; and that it ought not, on 
any Pretence whatſoever, to touch or alter thoſe Laws, which 
are ſo far admitted into the Conſtitution, as to become eſſen- 
tial Parts of it. I am alſo of Opinion, that we cannot 
this Bill, becauſe it would be an Infraction of the Act of 
Union, which I hear almoſt every Day in this Place call'd an 
irrepcal::v'e and Fundamental Law. But fince the Repreſen- 
tatives of North Britain are fatisfy'd in that Point, it would 
be highly iinpertinent in me to inſiſt upon it. 

* But if nothing ſtood in your Way, if it was never ſo 
much in your Power, I think you ought not to repeal the 
Triennial A&, except ia the lait Excremity, and in the moſt 
imminent Danger of the State. This Law was one of the 
Fruits of the Revolution: This Law reſtor d the Freedom 


and Frequency of Parliaments, fo far as was conſiſtent with 


the Circumitances of that Reign, which was involv'd in 2 
War, and had Occaſion for conſtant and heavy Taxes : 
This Low was a Conceffion made to the People by King 
William, in the midit of his Difficulties ; and | own the 
Policy of thoſe Miniſters, who ſhall adviſe his Majeſty to 
give his Royal Aſſent to the repealing of it, is of too re- 
fin'd and delicate a Nature for my Underſtanding. For 
fince his Majeſty has been pleas'd to propoſe that Prince as 
a Pattern to Limſelf, and is purſuing his Steps with ſo much 
Glory, it will be a Matter of Attoniſhment to thoſe who 
are not in the Secret of Affairs, to ſec, that in the Reign of 
the one King every Thing ſhould be done to enlarge the 
Liberties of the People, and to reſtrain his Succeſſors from 
being capable of relapſing into the Errors and Abuſes of 
former Princes ; and that in the Reign of the other, there 
Mould be the leaſt Appearance of doing any Thing which 
might but ſeem to ſtretch the Prerogative, to invade, and 
ſhock the Rights and Privileges of the Subject, when both 


ſhall be found to rule by the ſame Principles of Liberty, | 
and by the ſame Maxims of Government. 74 


* 'The Triennial Act is grounded on the ancient Uſage 
and Cecnſtiiution of Parliaments ; as it is intended to ob- 
lige the Crown to call them frequently. For, that Par- 
haments were held frequently, half yearly, or annually at 
eat, appears not only from the beſt Accounts we have 
of the firſt Inſtitution -of them, and by the two Ads of Ed- 
ward III, but by the Writs of Summons ftill extant, and 
by ſeveral authentick Inſtruments and Records. However 
F.isfactory it might be on any other Occaſion, I am ſenſible 
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they were ſueceſſively call'd, would be very tedious and —_ 
unentertaining in this Debate; and I will —— 2 


mention two Records. One is that famous Inſtrument of 
ward I. concerning the Au Cenſus, then claim'd by the 
Popes from the Crown of England ; wherein he takes No- 
tice, that ſome Arrears, incurr'd on that Head, hid not 
been rais'd, as they ought to have been in Parliaments, quod 
circa Oftavas Reſurretionis Dumiuica celebrari in Anglia 
conſuevit : Bat he promiſes that he would recommend the 
Payment cf che Money due, ix alis Parliaments noftro, quod 
ad firem Sancti Michaclis proxime futuri intendimus, dante 
Domino, celebrare. The other Record is a Repreſentation 
from the Parliament to Richard II, ſome Paſſages of which 
are theſe — Quod ex antiquo Statuto habent, & Conſuetudine 
laudabili & approbata, cujus contrarietati dici non wolebit. 
That the King is to call Dominos & Proceres Regni atque 
Communes ſemel in Anno ad Parliamentum ſuum, tanquam ad 
ſummam Curiam tatius Regni. That if the King Parlia- 
nens ſus ſe aliena verit ſua ſponte, non aliqua infirmitate aut 
aligua alia de cauſa ncceſſitatis, ſed per immaderat am volunta- 
tem proterve ſe ſubtraxerit per ab ſentiam temporis aginta 
Dierum, tanquam de wexatione Pepuli ſui & gravibus expenſes 
eorum non curans, ex tunc licitum omnibus 's curum 
abſque Domigenio Regis redire ad propria, & unicuique carum in 
Patriam ſuam remeare. | 

From the former of theſe Records, tis obvious to ob- 
ſerve, that Edward the I, who was one of our beſt Princes, 
and ſo great a Preſerver of the Laws of his Kin that 
he is juitly call'd by the Hiitorians the Engliſh Juſtinian, 
choſe, rather than to prolong the Sitting of his Parliament 
beyond their uſual Time, to diſſolve one, tho” it had not 
finiſh'd its neceſſary Buſineſs, and to ſummon another with- 
in the Space of a few Months. 

From the other tis very remarkable, that Richard IT. 
who is ſaid to be one of the worſt Kings that ever fat on the 
Throne of England, by abſenting himſelf from the Buſineſs 
of Parliaments, and by that Means continuing their Seffions 
beyond their proper and accuſtom'd Time, drew upon him- 
ſelf a ſharp Remonſtrance from both Houſes, and was at laſt, 
for ſuch Practices, amongſt other Things, depos'd. 

Many Reigns after this, Henry VIII. accompliſh'd what 
Richard II. only attempted, and he continu'd his lait Parlia- 
ment ad libitum without Reproof. But tis well known what 
exorbitant Powers they veiied him with; and Gcd forbid ae 
ſhould have any Reſemblance of thoſe Times ; for that Par- 
liament acted like Slaves, and that King acted like a Tyrant. 

* But if the Triennial Law had not been grounded on the 


Reaſons of Antiquity, and the original Uſage of Farliaments. 
i: 


WY 


(786: ] 
Anno 2. Geo. I. jt was more than a reaſonable Indulgence from the Throne 


to the People, wao had ſtruggled for a Revolution, on Ac- 
count of the Abuſes of Parliainents, and the Endeavours to 
render them inſignificant. "Tis true, that Prince once de- 
ny'd his Royal Aſtent to it: But afterivards he conſider'd, 
that it could be no Diminuiion of his Pre rogative, no Ble- 
miſh to his Regal Power, to retrieve the Honour and Dig. 
nity of Farliaments, as they were his Support, as they were 
the eſſential Part of that Conſtitution he came to fave ; and 
this he found he could only do by the frequent Calling of 
them. 
© Beſides, this Law was not only a renſonable Indulgence 
to the People, as hath been faid, in that it gave them fre- 
t Opportunities of changing their M. mbers, when they 
id not approve their Behaviour, and vas of Advantage to 
the Publick, in making them act with more than ordinary 
Caution and Circum ſpection; but it prov'd of great Service to 
the Crown: For by frequent Parliaments the Crown could 
only know the inz2cdiate Senſe of the Nation, which is ab- 
folutely neceſſary for a Prince to know on all Emergencies. 
However inconvenient this Ja may now be thought to the 
Crown, and however oppoſite to {ome Projects and Schemes 
an active Miniftry may have in View, I appeal to experienc'd 
Members whether they think, or can imagine, that the 
Crown could have got half the Money it hath been ſupply d 
with ſince the Revolution, but by new and freſh Elections. 
Such grievous and perpetual Tates weuld never have been 
endur d from a ſtale and continu'd Parliament. There is no 
Injury or Diſhonour therefere to the Crown, to be oblig d, 
by a Law, to do what, in ſuſtice to the Subje&, and Con- 
venience to itſelf, it ought to do without a Law. 

But if you had a Power to repeal this Law, and exerciſe 
that Power, the People would be in a much worſe Condition, 
than if it had never been granted to them. They would be 
be bound up for ever in a Legiſlative Way, the only Way 
effectually and icrecoverably to loſe their Liberties. They 
would by us, their Repreſentatives, condemn ſhort and fre- 
quent Parliaments, and eſtabliſſi long and penſion d ories, 
which is a new Doctrine, and ſuch as was never beſore ad- 
vanc'd by the Commons of Great Britain. . 

Surely there mait be ſome ſecret Cauſe, ſome latent Rea- 
ſon for hurrying on this Bill in ſo precipitate a Manner. The 
true Reaſon, I believe, is not declar d; and for my Part, I 
cannot but ſuſpect, that the Miniſtry have ſomething to do 
which they apprehend will not be acceptable to a new Parlia- 
ment, and which will not ſtand the Teſt of the Nation. I 
ſay, it muſt be ſomething chey have to do; for I am conſi- 
dent they de not felf-condema themſelves, for what — 
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have already done. They have no Remorſe of Conſcience 


for —— many hundred Gentlemen, and confining 
them in Prifon fo many Months without Examiuation. For 
ſuch Confinements were not only neceſſary to ſuppreſs the Re- 


Anno 2. Ceo. I. 
1716. 


bellion, but we have been told were intended as a Favour and 


Kindneſs to the Per ſons who were ſo confin'd. It mult there- 
fore be ſome new Wort: they have upon their Hands; what 
that Work is, I will not preſume to gueſs. But I will pre- 
ſume to fay, what it cannot be. It cannot be a Deſign to 


aboliſh the Ii mitations or the Act of Settlement, with Rela- 


tion to Foreigners; becauſe that is no leſs than an open Vi- 
olation of our new Maca Charta, and an entire Infraction 
of our original Contract, as che Government now ſtands. 

I fear J have quite wearied your Patience, but the Im- 

ce of the Subject will in ſome Meaſure excuſe me, and 

f have but a very tew Words now to add. I hope you will 
reject and not con. mit this Bill. For there is nothing more 
certain, than that it will be to your Diſhonour and Diſſer- 
vice to pais it, if we may reaſon of what will be, by what 
hath been. Long Parliaments then will naturally grow either 
formidable or contemptible. | 

We have an Inſlance of the one, in the long Parlia- 
ment of King Charles Firit, which to its eternal Infamy 
overturn'd the beſt Conſtitution in the World, the Church 
and Monarchy of this Nation. = 

We have a Proof of the other in the long Parliament of 


King Charles the Second. Ia, Pardon if I am heard by 


any that were Members of it, but I only repeat what others 
have faid. There was a famous Simile apply'd by ( Falian) 


Johnſon to that Parliament, which I the rather mention, be- 


cauſe it was much applauded by the Patrons of Liberty, and 
Lovers of Parliaments; and becauſe I know the Author is 
eſteem'd above his Deſerts by ſome Gentlemen, who are now 
debating for long Parliaments ; tis this, That a ſtanding 
Parliament will always ſtagnate, and be like a Country- 
Pond, which is over-grown with Ducks-Meat. 

I make no Application; no Mun will, or can, with any 
Colour of Truth or Re:ſon, apply it to this Parliament. 
This Parliament is ſo far from being a ſtagnating Pool, that 
it might rather be compar'd to a rapid Stream, or an ĩrreſiſti- 
ble Torrent, which, if continu'd, will bear down all before it. 


To this Speech of Mr. Shippen's, Mr. Hampden replied 


2s follows. 


Mr. Speaker, | 
The Houſe is now enter'd on the Exerciſe of a Power, 
which, of Right, and agreeable to the Conſtitution, belongs 
to them: I mean that Branch of Power which they, as a * 
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anro 2. CL. of the Legiſlature, have, of repealing Laws, or extending and 
AyRY limiting them, in ſuch Manner as ſhall appear to them moſt 


conducing to the Service of their Country. As this Right of 
altering the Laws does undoubtedly belong to the Legiſla- 
ture, it ought to be us'd with the utmoſt Regard : fince 'tis 
_ equally a Crime to enervate Laws that are found to be aSup- 
port to our Government, as to omit the aboliſhing or ſuſpend- 
ing ſuch as have not anſwer'd their End when made, or, 
which is worſe, as have prov'd detrimental. 
At is a commendable Zeal, when Gentlemen in their De- 
bates expreſs a Tenderneſs for the exiſting Conſtitution of 
their Country, and their Apprehenſions of the leaſt Innovati- 
on in the Frame of the Government; and I am not ſurpriz d 
that it is objected, in ſo popular a Manner, that the 
of this Bill for ſuſpending the Law for the Election of Trien- 
nial Parliaments, is to ſap the Foundation of our Engliſh 
1 rtial E ſnall that 
But if, an 1 al Enquiry, it ſhall appear, 
this 8 for the Benek t of the Nation, has, 
in no Reſpect, anſwer d the Purpoſes for which it was calcu- 
lated when made into a Law, I preſume it may be allow d, 
that the Danger in ſuſpending it is more imaginary than real. 
And ſince it is as uijuſtifiable to be tenacious of a Mat- 
ter that has no Argument to ſupport it, as not to give Way to 


what Experience has demonſtrated, if this Bill thould, in its | 


Conſequences, be void of Proof of its anſwering the Ends for 
which it was made, I hope it will not be ſo great a Crime to 
ſuſpend it, as it has, with Induſtry, been repreſented without 
Doors | 


A principal Argument for continuing the Triennial Bil! 
15, that it is agreeable to the ancient Laws of this Nation, 
that there ſhould be frequent Parliaments. I find by the 
Laws I have look'd over that Parliaments ought to be fre- 
quently held; but I find it no where laid down as a Funda- 
mental Poſition of the Nature of this Conſtitution, that there 
ſhould be frequent Elections. If Gentlemen will look to the 
Beginning of Parliaments, they will find, in the 4th, 5th, and 
36th of Edward III, that, For Redreſs of divers Miſchiefs 
* and Grievances which daily happen, a Parliament ſhall be 
© holden every Year or oftener, if need be.” Let it then be | 


conſider d in what Manner thoſe Parliaments were held: | 


When a King met his Parliament, they us'd to fit ten r 
twenty Days, and then were prorogu'd or diſſolv d; and 
there were frequent Intermiſſions of Parliaments, none being 
call'd for ſeveral Years. By looking over the Journals, we 
find the Prorogations and Diſſolutions of Parliaments. 

To come down to the Time of Henry VIII. few of 


kis Parliaments fat more than twenty Days, though there 
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was not a Parliament met every Year; and from the 7th 


conſequently, we cannot tell in what Manner Parliaments 
were held. Afterwards there were ſeveral Parliaments, but 
not every Year, to the End of his Reign. 

A Parliament was call'd the firſt Year of Edward VI, 
and in five Years fat but four Months. In Philip and Mary 
there were four Parliaments, but the Seſſions extremely ſhort. 
From the 2d to the 5th, and from the 7th to the 13th of 
Queen Elizabeth, no Parliament met, and from the 14th 
to the 25th of Queen Elizabeth, the Parliament fat only 
from the 8th of May to the zoth of June; and four Years 


after, from the 8th of February to the 8th of March fol- 


lowing ; and in eight Years after, never fat to do Buſineſs 
but were then diffolv'd. There were fux other Parliaments 
call'd in Queen Elizabeth's Time ; but never fat long, un- 
leſs that in the 39th of her Reign, which ſat four Months. 

The Parliament in the firſt of James I, ſat about four 
Months, and in three Years after, fat about eight Days. That 
Parliament was not difloly'd till the gth of James, but fat 
twice or thrice only. There were three other Parliaments 
in his Reign, but they met very ſeldom. 

The Seſſions in K. Charles I, were much ſhorter than of 
late Days, with very frequent Prorogations ; and in the 16th 
of his Reign an Act was paſs'd, For preventing Inconveniences 
by ling Intermiſſion of Parliaments ; by which it was provided, 
that a Parliament ſhould meet every three Years ; which 
Law we find in the 16th of Charles II, by reaſon 
that the Proviſions in the former Law were look d upon as 
a Derogation to his Majeſty's juſt and undoubted Preroga- 
tire for calling and aflembling Parliaments, and might be 
an Occaſion of manifold Miſchiefs, and might endanger the 
Peace of his People. The faid Act is repeal'd, and a Pro- 


viſion made therein, that © Becauſe, by the ancient Laws of 
© this Realm, in the Reign of Edward III. Parliaments are to 


be held very often ; the Sitting and Holding of Parliaments 
* ſhall not be intermitted above three Years.” In this King's 


Reign the long Parliament was held; and whatever Cor- 


ruptions they were tainted with, they could never be ac- 
cus d of favouring the Cauſe of France, or attempting to 
enſlave their own Country. 

In the Reign of K. James II, that unfortunate Prince, a 
Parliament was held in May 1685, and fat above two Months, 
and was, at ſeveral Times, prorogu'd to November 1687. 
Then the happy Revolution took Place ; and in the Bill of 
Rights, 1. Galiel. & Marie, it is declar'd and enacted, That 


Tall the Rights and Liberties aſſerted and claim'd in the 
« = —— are the true, ancient, and undubitable 
vor. I. | L 


* Rights 


Anno 2. Geo. I. 
to the 25th of Henry VIII, there are no Journals, and, 1716. 


© 


+2. cel . Rights and Liberties of the People of this Kingdom, and 


« ought to be firmly and ſtrictly holden and obierv'd.” And 
in the ſame Bill, among that long Catalogue of Grievances 
which precedes the ſaid Declaration, there is not the leaſt 
Mention made of Want of frequent Elections, but only that 
Parliaments ought to be free. In the fixth of King William, 
this now favour'd Bill for Triennial Parliaments was paſs' d; 
and upon this Occaſion I cannot help obſerving, that it is 
ſome Satisfaction, that the People abroad, who look upon 
the Reign of that Prince as a Uſurpation, ſhould be fond of 
any one Act that pais'd in that Time; and I hope from 
hence, tley may in Time be more recorcil d to the Prote- 
ſtant Succeſſion, which is in Conſequer.ce of that Revolution. 

If Gentlemen will look over the Writs of Summons, 
and the Returns of thoſe Writs, they will find no Mention 
how long any Parliament is to laſt; but the Return makes 
Mention of the Perſans who are to ſerve in the Parliament 
that is to meet. and be held at ſuch a Time at Weſtminſter. 


It mult be allow'd, that the Parliament is ſubject to the 


Triennial Act while it ſubſiſts; and therefore the Advan- 
tages or Iuconveniences of that Law ought chiefly to be 
confider'd in the Matter now before us: And in Caſe an 
A& be found prejudicial, if fuch a Veneration is to be 
paid to a Law, as not to alter it, from any Conviction of 
its being inſufficient, or attended with ill Conſequences, I 
think the Legiſlature will become, in a Manner, uſeleſs. 
I take the principal Matter to be, to examine what Benefit 
has accru'd to the Nation by virtue of this Bill, and if the 
Incon+eniences do not outweigh all the Advantages ? 

It is pretended, that by the Triennial Elections, the 
People have an Opportunity of laying aſide thoſe Perſons 
with whoſe Be aviour in Parliament they are diſſatisfy d, 
or ſuch whom they e ppre blend to be under Court Influences: 
I deſire it may be coauler'd, how very few Examples there 
are, of Perſons, who having accepted Places, have not been 
re- elected. The Reaſon is very obvious: Becauſe the 
People, who love Expences, judge that a Man who has a 
Place of Profit, is much more capable of making an E- 
pence, than he that has none. But ſuppoſing any Gentle- 
man ſo wickedly diſpos'd, as to facrifice his Opinion to the 
Lucre of a Place, does not ſuch a Perion, who has | 
five or fix hundred Pounds at his Election, and his Cir- 
cumſtances not very able to bear it, come more prepar'd 
for Court-Temptation, than if he had enjoy'd his Seat in 
Parliament, and been free from the Trouble and Expence 
of frequent Elections? I appeal to Gentlemen, if Expences 
are not incre:s'd ? And if any Inſtance can be produc'd 
where they are abated, many more may be where they are 

increas d; 
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increas'd ; ſo that the End of the Bill, in this Neſpect, is 
no ways aniwer'd, | | 

It is ſaid, that Expences being voluntary, it is the Fault 
only of thoſe whe mace them; but when we oblerve the 
Contagion of Expences to be univerſally ſpread in the King- 
dom at the Time of Elections, and a Diſſolution of Man- 
ners occaſion d by ff 1 it is Time for the Le- 
ilature to interpoſe, and prevent the dangerous Conſequen- 
25 of ſuch an Evil Do Gentlemen conſider the Diſ- 
trations occa ſion'd by Election, and the Impoſſibility, con- 
fdering the {mall Interval of Elections, to heal up thoſe 
Wounds which the Animoſities of Parties have occaſion d; 
ſo that tis little better than living in a continual State of 
Warfare. This is a no leſs fatal than undeniable Conſe- 


quence of this Bill, which was calculated for the Eaſe of 


the Subject. | 
Its faid, the Reaſon of this Expedicat, as it is call'd, 

is becauſe the Majority of this Parliament are Whigs : 

And tho' tis allow'd that this Parliament has ated for the 


Service of his Majelty and the Nation, the Proceedings of 


the laſt Parliament are faid to be as meritorious of the 
King's good Opinion, and the Nation's as what this Parlia- 
ment has done. | | | 

* It is much inſiſted on, that the Tories gave the Civil 
Lit: That is true; But had they not given it, I believe 
the King would not long have been depriv'd of it. Tis 
faid the King was receiv'd here with the univerſal Joy of 
his People: Why did that Satis faction ceaſe ſo foon ? Has 
the King done any Thing to loſe the Affection of ſo many 
of his People? or have his Miniſters ? If his Miniſters, 
why has the Spirit of Patriotiſm been ſo much wanting in 
Gentlemen, as not to repreſent to the King, or in this 
Houſe, the Crimes of thoſe he employs in his Service ? But 
if no real Handle for theſe Diſcontents has been given by 


King or Miniſters, then thoſe who pretended ſuch a Zeal 


for the King and his Service, at his Arrival here, acted 
a hypocritical Part, and meant nothing lefs than what they 
now make Profeſſions of. Let us conſider the preſent Situa- 
tion of the Minds of the People, how exaſperated one Set 
of them are at the neceſſary Proſecutions of thoſe, who ſo 
fatally concerted the Ruin of their Country ; and to what 


Degree that reſtleſs Spirit influenc'd the People in the late 


Rebellion; and how induſtriouſly a falſe and miſtaken Cauſe 

of the Church has been of late propagated in this Nation. 
From theſe and many other Circumſtances of Affairs, and 
other Symptoms of the ill Temper of the Nation, I think the 
Diſpoſition of the Peoples Minds far from being ſuitable to 
the Buſineſs of an „ rather for a Reſtoration of 
| . tha 
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Arno 2. Co. . that Perſon, who the deluded People have been taught has 
alone a Right to the Crown, and is to come to free you from 


the ns you now lie under. 

« So much has been ſaid concerning the Preparations 
which the Regent is making, by extorting vaſt Sums from 
the Subjects of France; and fo much has been ſpoken con- 
cerning our Alliances, and the Neceſſity of applying our 
ſelves to find out effectual Methods for diſcharging the pub- 
lick Debts, that after ſo long a Debate, I ſhall not trouble 
you with my Thoughts upon thoſe Subjects. | 

It muſt be allow'd, that the Nation has Obligation to 


| thoſe Patriots who fram'd this Law, with a View and Ex- 


pectation it would prove a ſecure Proviſion for the Liberty 
and Eaſe of the Subject: But could thoſe great and honeſt 
Men have foreſeen into what a degenerate State this Nation 


would fall, they would have been convinc'd how inſufficient 
and Cobweb a Remedy ſuch a Bill muſt prove; and they 


would ſcarce have been content with leaving to Poſterity a 
Legacy, which Experience has thewn to be deſtructive, in- 
ſtead of any real Advantage to them. 

I humbly apprehend, that when Laws do not anſwer 
their End, or prove prejudicial in their Conſequences, 'tis 
the Duty of the Legiſlature to interpoſe ; and that the Suf- 
penſion of this Bill i, ſo far from being a Violation of our 


Conſtitution, that it is the healing a Breach made in the 


Conſtitution by thoſe who obtain'd this Law. 
* The Reaſons why I am now for the Bill are, 


* To difpoſe the People to follow their Callings and to 


be induſtrious, by taking from them, for a Time, the Op- 
portunity of diſtracting one another by Elections: To pre- 
vent ſuch who have the Will, from the Power of giving 
any new Diſturbance to the Government: To prevent anc- 
ther Rebellion, there being juſt as much Reaſon to expect 
one this Year, as there was the laſt: To check that evil 
Spirit in thoſe who have ſworn to the King, and roſe in 
Arms againſt him, or abetted ſuch who have: To diſcoun- 
tenance that Spirit which lately did ſo far prevail in this 
Nation, as to approve of a moſt ignominious Concluſion of 


a ſucceſsful War, by a ruinous Peace: To render fruitles 


any concerted Project of the Regent, or any other foreign 
Princes, to diſturb this Nation at a Time when Elections. 


or the Approach of them, have rais'd a Ferment in the 
Minds of the People ; and to procure to the Clergy an | 


Interval from being Politicians, that they may be the bet- 
ter able to take Care of their Flocks, in the Manner the 
dcripture has preſcrib'd. 


For theſe and many other Reaſons, too long to enume | 


date at this Time, I am for the Commitment of this 85 


1 
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Sir Richard Steele ſpoke next for the Bill as follows, 


Mr Speaker, 
It is evident that new choſen annual Parliaments were 


therefore only to conſider, now that there is a Law, which 
makes Parliaments meet, as of Courſe, at ſuch a ſtated 
Time, whether the Period of three Years anſwer'd the Pur- 
poſes intended by it? The Preamble to the Triennial Act 
expreſſes, that it was introduc'd into the Conſtitution for the 
better Union and Agreement of the King and his People ;* 
but it has had a quite contrary Effect; and Experience has 
verify'd what a great Man [ meaning the late Earl 4 por 4 
land] ſaid of it, when it was enatted, © That it had made 
* a Triennial King, a Triennial Miniſtry, a Triennial Al- 
* liance.” We feel this in all Occurrences of State; and 
they who look upon us from abroad, behold the Struggle in 
which we are neceſſarily engag'd from Time to Time under 
this Law. Ever ſince it has been enafted the Nation has 
been in a Series of Contention : The firſt Year of a Trien- 
nial Parliament has been ſpent in vindictive Deciſions and 
Animoſities about the late Elections; the ſecond Seſſion has 
enter'd into Buſineſs, but rather with a Spirit of Contra- 
dition to what the prevailing Set of Men in former Par- 
liaments had brought to paſs, than of a diſintereſted Zeal 
for the common Good: The third Seſſion languiſh'd in the 
Purſuit of what little was intended to be done in the ſe- 
cond ; and the Approach of an enſuing Election terrify'd 
the Members into a ſervile Management, according as their 
reſpective Principals were diſpos d towards the Queſtion be- 
fore them in the Houſe. Thus the State of England has 
been like that of a Veſſel in Diſtreſs at Sea: The Pilot and 
Mariners have been wholly employ'd in keeping the Ship 
from finking ; the Art of Navigation was uſeleſs, and they 
never pretended to make Sail. It is objected, That the 
Alteration propos'd is a Breach of Truſt: The Truſt, 
Sir, repos'd in us, is that of the publick Good; the King, 
Lords, and Commons, are the Parties who exerciſe this 
Truſt; and when the King, Lords, and Commons exerciſe this 
Truſt by the Meaſure of the common Good, they diſcharge 
themſelves, as well in the altering and repealing as in the 

ing or confirming Laws. The Period of Time, in this 
Caſe, is a ſubordinate Conſideration ; and thoſs Gentlemen 
who are againſt the Alteration, ſpeak in too pompons a 
Style, when they tell us, We are breaking into the Con- 
* ſtitution.” It has been farther objected, that all this 
* 1s only giving great Power to the Miniſters, who may 
make an arbitrary Uſe of it: The Miniſters are indeed 
like other Men, from the Infirmity of human Nature 
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liable to be made worſe by Power and Authority ; but this 


„ gives no Addition to that Authority it felf ; though it 


may poſſibly prolong the Exerciſe of it in them. They 
are — <7 pros. Pr for their Actions to a Parliament; 


and the Mode of enjoying their Offices is exactly the ſame. | 


Now, when the Thing is thus, and that the Period of 
three Years is found, from infallible Experience it felf, a 
Period that can afford us no Good, where ſhall we reſt ? 
The Ills that are to be done againſt ſingle Perſons or Com- 
munities are done by Surprizc, and on a ſudden ; but good 
Things are ſlow in their Progreſs, and muſt wait Occaſion. 
Deſtruction is done with a Blow ; but Reformation is 
brought about by leiſurely Advances. All the Miſchiefs 
which can be wrought under the Septennial AQ, can be 

rated under the 'Friennial ; but all the Good which 
may be compaſs'd under the Septential, cannot be hop'd for 
under the Triennial. We may fear that the Miniſters may 
do us Harm, but that is no Reaſon why we ſhould con- 
tinue them under a Diſability of doing us Good. For 
theſe Conſiderations, I am unreſervedly for the Bill.” 


Then Mr Snell ſpoke againſt the Bill. 
Mr Speaker, 8 

* We are told there is an abſolute Neceſſity for the Bill 
which is now before you, and that thoſe who oppoſe it, are 
no better than Friends to a Popiſh Pretender. But as I wiſh 
as well to his preſent Majeity's Perſon and Government, as 
the moſt zealous for his Service, I ſhall never refign my 
Opinion to Words only, and betray my Truſt to ſerve the 
Purpoſes of a Miniftry. | 
I cannot but think this Bill, if it paſs into a Law, will 
highly infringe the Liberties of the People; and as I can by 
no means aſſent to the Reaſons that are offer'd to prove it 


neceſſary, ſo I ſhall heartily give my Negative to it. 
I don't wonder to hear a Neceſſity urg'd for altering the 


Conſtitution of our Parliaments, by thoſe who have given up 
their own. | ; 


This laſt Expreſſion, which was ſuppos'd to be owing to 


Mr Haldane's, a Scots Member, having declar'd for the Bill, 
was reſented by Mr * Thomas Smith, Member for Glafſ- 


gow, &c. who ſaid, That Mr Snell would not be fo bold 


as to ſpeak thoſe Words any where elſe.” He was ſeconded 
by Lord Coningſby; and the Diſpute being like to grow 
warm, Mr Speaker interpoſed, and ſaid, * That all the 
Members having the Privilege of explaining themſelves, Mr 
Snell ougkt to have the Liberty of ſo doing. Hereupon Mr 
| Snell 
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Snell ſaid, That he meant no perſonal Reflection on that Anno 2. _ 


worthy Member, for that he ſpoke only of the Scots Nation 


in general.” To which Sir David Dalrymple replied, © That 


Mr Snell's Explanation increaſed the Offence, inſtead of leſ- 
ſening it, and that he demanded Satisfaction. Some other 
Members alſo calling out, To the Bar, To the Bar, Mr 
Snell excuſed himſelf, by begging Pardon for any unguarded 
Expreſſions that might have eſcap'd him: Upon which the 
Affair drop'd, and he went on as follows: 

Sir, . 

The chief Arguments made Uſe of for the Bill, as it repeals 
the Triennial Act, and continues the preſent Parliament, are, 

o appeaſe the groundleſs Annimoſities of the People: 

To avoid Expences, which frequent Elections occaſion, 
to the impoveriſhing of many Gentlemen's Families: 

To obviate tumultuous Riots and Aſſemblies, which might 
give a Handle to a ſecond Rebellion: And, laſtly, 

To further our Alliances abroad. 

How we can poſſibly expect to quiet the groundleſs Ani- 
moſities of the People by this Bill, I muſt own, I am at a Loſs 
to imagine, unleſs ſtripping them of their molt valuable Pri- 
vileges, which they and their Anceſtors have for many Ages 
paſt exercis'd and enjoy d, may be thought a proper Expedient 
to reconcile their Affections, and endear the preſent Admi- 
niſtration to them. | 

The Expences at Elections are merely voluntary, and 
if any one ſuffers by them he has none to blame but himſelf ; 
and I ſcarce believe Gentlemen to be ſerious in this Particu- 
lar; for let us look but a little backward, and trace this miſ- 
chievous Evil, this growing Corruption, that needs ſuch an 
extraordinary Remedy, to its Original, and we hall find it 
has its Riſe from the ſame Place whence the Remedy pro- 
pos'd had its Beginning; and that former ill Miniſtries, the 
— to forward their ſiniſter Views, have, by ſending 1 

gents through the Kingdom at an approaching Election, de- 
bauch'd the People with the publick Money ; to that Pitch 
of Corruption we are now arriv'd. "Tis otherwiſe impoſſible 
to give an Account how ſo many Gentlemen are choſen to 
ſerve in Parliament, in Counties and Places where they have 
no viſible Estates or Intereſt ; nay, ſome perhaps whoſe 
Names were never heard of in the County a Month before 
the Election. 

* The Rebellion is happily now at an End, and the Go- 
vern:nent ſo much better ſecur'd againſt Riots and tumultu- 
ous Aſſemblies, by the wholſome Laws provided by the 
| Wiſdom of this Parliament, that little or no Danger can be 
reaſonably apprehended from thence ; eſpecially, if we con- 
lader the Number of Forces prudently quarter d theneghows 
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tions that ſhall be attempted. 
The laſt Reaſon made Uſe of to prove the Neceſſity of 


- this Bill, is, that it will enable the Government the better 


to treat and negotiate Foreign Alliances. | 

But ſurely thoſe who make Uſe of this as an Argument, 
are Strangers to the Conſtitution of England ; for by the 
known and ſtanding Law of the Land, the Right of making 
Peace and War, Treaties and Alliances, are undeniably the 


King's Prerogative ; and the King may exercife that Right, 


as to him ſeems beſt, and moſt for the Good and Benefit of 


his People, without Application to Parliament, either to ap- 
prove or confirm. But admitting that of late Years Parlia- 
ments have thought themſelves intitled to interpoſe their Ad- 
vice in Treaties and Alliances, though I deny it to be their 


Right, this is an Argument ſingly ſufficient with me to ſup- 


port the Triennial Bill. For ſuppoſing a Miniſtry ſhall at 
any Time negotiate an Alliance prejudicial to the Intereſt of 


England, and by their Artifice impoſe upon a Parliament 


to approve and confirm it ; is it not a peculiar Happineſs, 
that ſuch a Parliament will quickly have an End ; and that 
the People have it in their own Power, by another, which 
muſt ſoon be call'd, to correct the. Miſdeeds of ſuch a Mini- 
ſtry, and prevent the farther ill Conſequences of ſuch a Trea- 
ty to the Nation. ED 
© But allowing the Arguments that are made Uſe of ſuffi 


cient to prove the Neceſſity of repealing the Triennial Bill at 


preſent, I would beg Leave to conſider, whether it be in our 
Power or no, to continue the preſent Parliament beyond the 
Time for which the People choſe us ? 

* And as for my own Part, I freely declare it as my Opi- 
nion, though I ſhall always acquieſce in the Judgment of the 
Majority, that the Purport of this Bill, ſo far as it relates to 


the Continuance of this preſent Parliament, is not within the | 
Compaſs of the Truſt repoſed in us by the People. And to 


ſatisfy Gentlemen that I am not fingular in this Opinion, [ 


would beg their Patience to read to them a Paſſage or two 


from Myr Lock's Treatiſe of Government. 

* The Power of the Legiſlative, /ays he, being deriv'd from 
© the People by a poſitive voluntary Grant and Inſtitution, 
can be no other than what that poſitive Grant convey'd; 
which being only to make Las, and not Legiſlators, the 
* Legiſlative can have no Power of transferring their Autho- 
* rity of making Laws, and placing it in other Hands. 

Again, he lays it down as a Rule, That when the So- 
© ciety has plac'd the Legiſlative in any Aſſembly of Men, 
to continue in them and their Succeſſors, the Legiſlati 
* cau ucver revert to the People whilſt that Government laſts: 

« becauſe, 
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« becauſe, having provided a Legiſlature with Power to con- 
* tinue for ever, they have given up their Political Power to 
the Legiſlative and cannot reſume it: But if they have ſet 
Limits to the Duration of their Legiſlative, and make this 
supreme Power in any Perſon or Altembly only temporary: 


at the Determination of the Time ſet, it reverts to the Soci- 


© ety, and the People have a Right to place it in new Hands. 

I beg Pardon for the Length of the Quotation; but as 
the Author, in his Life-time, was always elteem'd a Man of 
great Learning and Candour, and no ways ſuſpected as diſ- 
-fMeRed to the Succeſſlon in the Houſe of Hanover, I could 
not omit taking Notice of the Sentiments of ſo great a Man, 
ſo conducive to a right Underitanding of the Point now in 
Queſtion. | 

And if theſe Poſitions are true, the Inſerences are 
obvious: The People of England have a F ndamental indii- 
putable Right to appoint their Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment; and by a Law itill in Being, for three Years and no 
longer, ſubject to the King's Power of Diſſolution, have 
choſen us their Repreſentatives, in Purſuance of that Law ; 
and therefore, whenever that Triennial Term fhall expire, 
have a Right to chuſe new ones. 

It may be objected, That when the People have once 


conſtituted the Legiſlative, that the Legiſlature is thereby 
| veſted with the whole Power of their Electors : And it can- 


not be deny'd, but, generally ſpeaking, it will hold true. And 
the People of England, having choſen us to repreſent them, 
we are thereby impower'd, not only to make Laws, but to 
alter or repeal any Law in Being, as we ſhall think fit, for 
their Benefit and Security ; and they will undoubtedly be 
bound thereby. But then this is to be underſtood, where the 
Subje&t-Matter of the Laws we make is within Compaſs of 
the Truſt which the People have or may at leaſt be ſuppos d 
to delegate to us ; and it is an ill Way of Reaſoning to al- 
ſert, that we have a Power to do what we cannot do without 
Prejudice to thoſe we repreſent. 

The Right of electing Repreſentatives in Parliament, is 
inſeparably inherent in the People of Great Britain, and can 
never be thought to be delegited to the Repreſentatives, un- 
leſs you'll make the Elected to be the Elector ; and, at the 
{ame Time, ſuppoſe it the Will of the People, that their Re- 
preſentatives ſhould have it in their Power to deſtroy thoſe 
that made them, whenever a Miniſtry ſhall think it noceflary 
to ſcreen themſelves from their juſt Reſentments: This would 
be to deſtroy the Fence to all their Freedom; for if we have 
a Right to continue our ſelves one Year, one Month, or Day, 
beyond our I'riennial Term, "twill unavoidably fullow, we 
have it in our Power to mall ę our ſelves perpetual ; and what- 
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ever Neceſſity we may be reduc'd to hereafter, Matters are 
not yetin that apparent bad Condition, to convince the People 
that there is a preſent Occaſion for this dangerous Innova- 
tion in their Conſtitution. | 


To fay that the paſſing this Bill is not to graſp to our 


ſelves the Right of Election, but only to enlarge the 'Time for 


calling new Parliaments, is a manifeſt Fallacy ; for whenever 
our three Years are expir d, we can no longer be ſaid to ſub- 
fiſt by the Choice of the People, but by our own Appoint- 
ment; and tis a Jeſt to tell me, | have a Right to that which 
another has a Right to take from me. 

* Whoever will conſider well the Frame and Nature of our 
Conſtitution, will find it calculated for every Circumſtance 
needful for the Security of a free People. We are guarded, 
by our Repreſentatives in Parliament, againſt any arbitrary 
Encroachments of the ſupreme executive Power ; and by 
frequent and new Parliaments, againit the Weakneſs, Folly, 
and Corruption of our Repreſentatives : And tho' many In- 
ſtances may be given of long Intermiſſions of Parliaments, 
yet that does by no means prove frequent and new Parliaments 


not to be Part of our Conſtitution; and 'tis obvious to every 


by reſtraining Each to its proper rand, and mn pot HEE | 


impartial Perſon, that without them our Conſtitution is de- 
fective. For theſe Reaſons I cannot approve of this Bill: [ 
think it an open Violation of the People's Liberties, or, to 


ſpeak moſt mildly of it, a Breach of our Truſt in that Part | 


which will moſt ſenſibly affect them; and of that ill Tenden- 
cy in its Conſequence, that as nothing but the Security of the 
Miniſtry can make it at this Time needful, ſo nothing but a 
ſtanding Force can make it laſting. 


Mr Bromley ſpoke next againſt the Bill. 

Mr Speaker, | | 

I may venture to affirm, that the Bill now before you s 
of higher Concern to the Commons of Great Britain, than 
any that ever yet was before you : It takes away the People's 
Right of appointing their Repreſentatives ; it deprives them 
of their Share in the Legiſlature, and, in my Opinion, wounds 
the Conſtitution of Parliaments very deep. 

No Gentleman is ignorant, that the Frame of our G0. 
vernment is made up of the King, the Lords, and the Com- 
mons. Theſe, with Reſpe& to each other, have ever been 
eſteem'd ſeparate, altho', when put together, they make but 
one entire Government. The Duration of this Form of 
Government in Ergland, longer than in our neighbouring 
Countries, is manifeſtly owing to the Care taken by thoſe 
that went before us, in keeping theſe three Conſtituent Parts 
of the Political Body up to the Rules of their firſt Inſtitution, 
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One to be over-born or ſwallow'd up by the other two : — 


However theſe Three great Parts may in other Reſpects be 
conſider d, yet with Regard to the Legiſlative they muſt act 
in Conjunction. The Aſſent of Each to the Making of Laws 


zs eſſentially neceſſary; but the Manner of giving this Aſſent 


is different in the People, from what it is in the King, and in 
the Lords. The People, by Reaſon of their Number, can- 


not be perſonally preſent at the paſſing of Laws ; their Aſſent 


can no otherwiſe be ſignify d, than by their Repreſentatives. 
The Diſadvantage the Commons are, in this Reſpect, under, 
is in ſome ſort made up to them by the Care taken in the 
Framing of our Government, That they ſhould be truly and 
fairly repreſented. 

That Elections ſhall be free, is often declared in our 
written Laws. Tis in Effect ſaying, That neither the Power 


of the Crown, nor the Power of the Lords, ſhould interpoſe 


in them. | 

The Reſolution of this Houſe, renew'd every Seſſion, 
viz. * That for a Lord to concern himſelf in the Election of 
Members to ſerve for the Commons in Parliament, is a 
* high Infringement of the Liberties and Privileges of the 
Commons of Great Britain, ſufficiently ſhews the gag 4 
the Commons ever had of the Lords intermeddling in the 
Elections of their Repreſentatives. 

The Attempts made on the King's Part, towards influen- 
cing Elections, have been principally by Officers under the 
Nomination of the Crown. As this Miſchief from Time to 
Time appear'd, Laws were introduc'd providing againft it. 
The Statute 7 Hen. IV. c. 15. recites that Law to be 
made At the grievous Complaint of the Commons of the 


_ © undue Elections for Parliament, and directs, among other 


Things, That Sheriffs ſhould proceed to Elections freely and 
* indifferently, notwithſtanding any Command to the con- 
* trary.” Many ſubſequent Laws were made for preſerving 
to the People this Privilege, on which all other depend, of 
being faithfully repreſented in Parliament. No leſs than 
ſeven Acts were made in King William's Time for that Pur- 
— : So greatly did the Endeavours of Officers to influence 
Aections at that Time abound. The Statute of 3. Will. and 


Mar. c. 1, takes Notice, That the Officers of the Exciſe, 


* by Reaſon of the Greatneſs of the Duty, and the extraor- 
* dinary Powers given to them, had frequently, by Threats 
* or Promiſes, ſo far prevail'd on Electors, that they had 
been abſolutely debarr'd of the Freedom of giving their 
* Votes ; which, according to the known Conſtitution of this 
Kingdom, every Perſon ought to have and enjoy. It then 
enacts, That any ſuch Officer who perſwades or diſſwades 
any EleQtor from giving his Vote, ſhall forfeit one hundred 

M 2 + Pounds, 


* 
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Arn 2. Geo. 1. © Pounds, and be incapable of executing any Office relating 


© to the Exciſe.” Another Law of the like Nature was lately 
made in Relation to the Officers concern'd in collectin 
the Polt-Office Duty. Theſe Laws are now all to be laid 
aſleep. Proviſions made for protecting the Peopi-'s Right 
of Election muſt become inſignificant, if Elections them- 
ſelves are no longer to be alloy'd. 

The Care taken by the Founders of our Government to 
preſerve this Right, did not ſtop here ; it was not ſufficient 
to that Purpoſe, that Elections thouid be free; it was like- 
wile neceſſary that they ſhould be frequent. 

The People's Right to frequent Elections was founded 


on ſubitantial Rcaſons; tor ſince they, who could act no o- 


therwiſe than by Repreſentatives, were capable of being mi- 
ſtaken in their Choice, and the Perſon choſen liable to be 
tempted over to a Pependence on the Crown, or on the Lords, 
and thereby receive an uncue Ialluencc, it became neceliary 
that frequent Opportunidies ſhould be given to the Commons 
to correct their Choice, and thereby prevent the Danger 
which the Unfaithfulneſs of their Repreſentatives might 
otherwiſe bring upon them. 

That the People had a Right to frequent Elections, is 
made unqueſtionable by the belt of Evidence, Perpetual 
Uſage. | | D 

: * the firſt Footſteps of Parliaments, down to the Time 
of K. Henry VIII, not only from Records, but from the print- 
ed Statutes, the Frequency of Elections does appear. The meſ 
repeated Inſtances, within that Period of Time, are of Par- 
liaments determining within the Compaſs of a Year ; no In- 
ſtance where they continu'd longer than three. 

* King Charles I, that unfortunate Prince, was put u 
governing without Parliaments ; but the Neceſſity of Affairs 
torcing him to change his Purpoſe, a Parliament was call'd 
in the 16th Year of his Reign, in which a Law of an extra- 
ordinary Nature was paſs'd, viz. © That in cafe the King did 
not call a Parliament within three Years after the Deter- 
* mination of the preceding P'arlinment, then the Lord 
Chancellor, &c. ſhould flue Writs for that Purpoſe ; with 
many other extraordinary Proviſions. That Parliament ſoon 
after perpetuated themſelves, fo far as it was capable of be- 
ing done; and by an Act made the ſame Year, they were 
not to be dittoly'd but by Act of Parliament.“ To the long 
Continuznce of which Parliament were all the Calamities of 
the Civil War to be unputed. 

This Statute of the 16th of Charles I was repeal'd by the 
Statute of the 16th of Charles II. c. 1. But notwithſtanding 


| AR it was dedar d, That by the Laws of this Realm, Par- 


„ WI 
© liaments are to be held very often, and to the End there Anno. Ceo. 1. 


miglit be 2 frequent Calling. Aſſembling, and Holding 
parliaments once in three Years at Ieait, it was declar'd 


and enacted, * That Parliaments ſhould not be intermit- 


ted above three Years at the moſt. | 

In King Charles II. Time another Turn of Policy was 
taken, which was to bring the Houſe of Commons to the Bent 
of the Minittry, by the ſecret Application of Verſions to 
the Members. Such was the Modetty even of tat Age, 
as not openly and zvowedly to byats with Offices, tl ſe 
who ought at lcaſt to be the faithful Repreientatives of the 
People. - 5 3 

For the effecting of this pernicious Purpoſe of corruyt- 


ing the Commons, it was receflary that the Parliament 


ſhould be prolong'd 3 which it was for eighteen Years : Af- 
ſurance of which being privately given to many of the 
Members, and there being Time tufficicnt to gain upon 
others, not fo far intruſted with the Secret, the Deſign was 
effected. And ſuch was the Behaviour of that Parliament, 
that it acquir'd the infamous Name of the Penſioner-Par- 
liament. | 
The Attack thus made on the Conſtitution of Parlia- 
ments, by depriving the People of their Right of frequent 
Elections, gave Birth to the Jealouſy the Nation entertain'd, 
of the Intention that Prince had of aſſuming to himſelf a 
deſpotick Power. How uneaſy the later Part of his Reign 
became on that Account, is well known ; and this Nation 
has felt the Effects of the Ferment and Diviſions which then 


aroſe ; and by the Artifice of ill-deſi ning Miniters, have 


been ever ſince continu'd. | 
* The People being warn'd by the narrow Eſcape their 
Liberties met with from that Parliament, did, after much 


Struggle, obtain this Law of Triennial Parliaments, the only 


Remedy left for preſerving their ancient Conſtitution. 

And now, after above an hundred Millions given by 
the People, in order to preſerve their old Form of Govern- 
ment, here is a Bill ſent us by the Lords, which, if it 

aſſes, muſt expoſe us again to the greateſt of Dangers, 
which is that of a long Parliament. | 

In the Time of that Penſioner-Parliament, which 
in 1662, the Means of Temptation in the Miniſters Hands, 


nere not fo great as they now are: The Civil Lift is well 


nigh double to what it then was: The Dependence on the 
Crown is greatly cnlarg'd, by Reaſon of the Increaſe of 
Officers for manoving the publick Revenue and Funds. 
What Influence theſe may have upon an exhauſted Nation, 
under the Terror which ſorty thouſand regular Troops carry 
with them, is eaſil; foreſeen. 


© No 


1716, 


Arno 2. Geo. I. 
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© No Wonder the Lords, who are ever fond of Power, 
have ſent us a Bill which admits of their having a Share in 
the Nomination of the Houſe of Commons : But I can't 
gueſs what ſhould induce them to expect our Concurrence. 
Surely they cannot think ſo meanly of us, that for the 
Sake of continuing our Seats here, we ſhould give into what 
ſo greatly affects the Rights of thoſe that fent us. Can 
we be thought ſo ungrateful, as to join in the Deſtruction 
of the Power that rais'd us? Can they think us ſo unfaith- 
ful, as to betray our Truſt in this groſs Manner, by re- 
nouncing our Relation to the People, and accepting from 
the Crown, and from themſelves, a Renewal of our Right 
to ſit here? Should they imagine us no longer to be influ- 
enc'd by the Rules of Juſtice and Morality ; yet methinks 
they ſhould allow us to have ſome Senſe of Shame remain- 
ing, which muſt give us Pain when we return into our 
Countries, and look thoſe in the Face whom we have ſo 
greatly injur'd. | 

© | would take Notice of a Matter that was mention'd in 
the Debate, viz. * That ſuppoſing this Bill ſhould undergo 
the Forms us'd in the paſling of Bills, whether it would carry 
with it the Obligation of a Law? Of this I own my ſelf 
much in Doubt. 

* The Powers we are intruſted with, as Repreſentatives 
of the People, appear in the Form of the Writ for ſum- 


moning the Parliament. And in the Indentures annex'd to 


the Return, the Writ recites, Whereas we have thought 
fit to call a Parliament, touching divers urgent Affairs, 
* concerning Us, the State, and Defence of our Kin 
of Great Britain,” It then requires, That the Sheriff do 
* cauſe two to be elected Knights, &c. to act in, and con- 
* ſent to what ſhall be ordain'd by the Common Council of 
Great Britain, ſaper negotiis antedictis. 

The Indenture annex'd to the Return, anſwers the Writ, 
viz. That they have elected ſuch and ſuch to attend ac- 
* cording to the Tenor of the Writ, and given them full 
Power to act in, and conſent to, all Things in the ſaid Par- 
* hament, which ſhall be by Common Council and Conſent | 
« ordain'd, touching the State and Defence of his Majeſty's 
* Kingdom of Great Britain.” The Queſtion then is, Whe- 


ther the Authority thus given us to act, touching the Defence 


of the Government, does enable us to lay aſide one of the three 

great Eſtates, the People, by denying them their Right of 

acting by their Repreſentatives in Parliament, and conſe - 

quently their Share in the Legiſlature ? Does the Power put 

into our Hands by the People, juſtify our turning the Dag- 

ger into the Bowels of the Conltitution ? This Doubt is 4 
' crea 
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creas'd by the Notion that prevail'd touching the Invalidity 


ment was not to be diſſolv d but by an Act of Parliament. 
No Act of Parliament was ever made for that Purpoſe ; 
which would certainly have been done, had the ſubſequent 
Parliament thought that a Law made in Diminution of the 
People's Intereſt in the Legiſlature had been valid, [ I is ta be 
aber v d, that by an Ad of the Convention that met in April 
1660, the Long Parliament that met in 1640 was declar'd to be 
difſulu'd : But that A was not confirm'd by Parliament, as 


Anno 2. Geo. I. 
of the Statute of the 16th Car. I. c. 7. whereby that Parlia- CH 


moſt of the other Acts of that Convention were by the Statute of 


the 13th Car. II. c. 7.] | 

© I ſhould be very willing to hear anſwer d what a worthy 
Member who juſt now ſpoke for committing the Bill, and 
own'd his Sentiments alter d touching the Triennial Act, has 
told the World in an excellent Treatiſe of his, ¶ Meaning My 


Molefwarth, in his Preface to his Account of Denmark] That 


no People can give away the Freedom of themſelves and 
* their Poſterity : That ſuch a Donation ought to be eſteem'd 
of no greater Validity than the Gift of a Child, or of a 
* Mad-man: That People can no more part with their legal 
* Liberties, than Kings can alienate their Crowns. 

Every Body is ſenſible that the publick Occafions will re- 
quire large Supplies ; and ſhould ſo much as a Doubt ariſe 
in Men's Minds touching the Legality of the Taxes, it will 
tend to increaſe the general Diſſatisfaction, ſo often menti- 
on'd in this Debate, and ſubject us to Hazard there is no Oc- 
caſion to run, did we content our ſelves with proceeding in 
the common Methods, which the Uſage of many Ages does 


2 For theie Reaſons I am againſt committing the 


After Mr Bromley, Sir Robert Raymond ſpoke likewiſe 

againſt the Bill as follows. 
Mr. Speaker, 

* Iam very ſenſible under what Diſadvantage I muſt 
ſpeak after ſo long a Debate : I will therefore endeavour to 
contract what occurs to me on this Subject, and to avoid re- 
peating what has been ſaid before by other Gentlemen. And 
in what I have to offer, I ſhall obſerve this Method; I will 


firit conſider the Arguments that have been us'd for this Bill, 


and then give my Reaſons why I am againſt it. 
* The Arguments for the Bill are, I think, chiefly theſe : 
The Expences in Elections. 89 
The Animoſities and Diviſions made and continu'd by 
TR Elections. A 
. Advantages our Enemies may Q Animo: 
Giugy and Diviſions; And 8 
| 1 
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« The Encouragement, I think no Gentleman has ſpoke 
amor, that this Bill will give to cur Allies to treat with us, 
and to enter into proper Alliance, for our mutual Benefit 
and Advantage. 

As to the Expence- in Elections, it mutt be acknowledg'd 
that they are crown very ſcandalous, as well as grievous and 
burtlientome to the Gentlemen of Eng land. They have in- 
cicasd upon them, not from the Contes of neighbouring 
Gentlemen with one ancther, but from Strangers, by what 
ſattuence or Direct ion I cannot tell, coming to their Boroughs, 
„he have no natural Intereſt to recommend them, nothing 
b.- 2ribery and Corruption, which has put Gentlemen under 
the h eſlity of great Expences to preſerve their Intereſts, 
and terve their Country. And you mult give me leave to 
add, that another Cauſe has been, the Impunity that Bribery 
and Corruption have met with in this Houſe, when 
have been very notorious, and very fully detected. But, [ 
fear, this Dill can be no Cure to that Evil, it will rather in- 
creaſe it; for as the Ferm cf the Continuance of a Parlia- 
ment is prolong'd, fo the Expences will increate with it. An 
Annuity for feven Years deferves a better Conſideration, than 
for three; and thoſe that will give Money to get into 
Parli-went, will give more fer {even than for three Years, 
Nothing will ſo efectually prevent Expences, as Annual Par- 
liaments: That was our ancient Conſtitution, and every De- 
parting from it, is uſually attended with great Inconveni- 
ences. . | 
As for our Animoſities and Diviſions, I am ſorry there 
are any, but cannot believe this Bill will be a Remedy for 
them. The Animoſities and Divifions rais'd by Elections 
are of a private Nature, and little ag ect the Publick ; thoſe 
that Co, are otnerwiſe to be accounted for, which might have 
been extinguiſh'd ; but the Opportunities have been negled- 
ed, and I with ſome Perſons have not itudy'd rather to con- 
tinue and increaſe them, than to extinguiſh them. I will 
f eak plainly on this Occaſion. I think the greateſt Ani- 
moſities and Diviſions, the greateſt Diſcontents and Uneafi- 
neſſes now among us, have been owing to the unreaſonable 
Reſentments, Avarice, and Ambition cf ſome, and to the un- 
accountable Folly and Madneis of others. 

I hat our Enemies will take Advantage of our Diviſions, 
is not to be doubted, if it is in their Power; but I muſt ob- 
ſerve, that fince the 'Triennial Act paſs'd, there have been 
ten ſeveral Parliaments call'd, moſt of them when you were 
actually in War, your Animoſities and Diviſions great, and 
your Enemies vigihant; yet no Inconvenicnces follow'd, nor 
were any, as I have heard of, ſo much as attempted at the 
Iimes ef chele Elections. | 
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* | + The laſt of the Arguments I have recited, is the En- Aus 8. Seb. L. 
' | couragement this will give to your Allies to enter into Trea- Www 
ties with you. No one ſays they want this E 1 — 
14 no one ſays they ask it; ſo that I may conclude this is only 
| a Pretence. I ſhould be ſorry we had ſuch Allies as would 
not treat with his Majeſty without our giving up our Conſti- 
tation. Should the like be ask'd of them, they would cer- 
; ninly entertain ſuch a Propoſition with the Contempt and In- 
* | dignation it deſerv'd. But what you are now going to do, 
. inſtead of ſtrengthening the King's Hands, will, I am per- 
ſwaded, leſſen him in the Opinion of his Allies; for this is 
proclaiming to the World, that he dares not call a new Par- 
lament ; that he dares not truſt the People in a new Choice. 
beides, not daring to call a new Parliament, carries along 
| with it a Suppoſition to the Diſhonour of this Houſe ; for it 
ſuppoſes that another Houſe of Commons would act diffe- 
rently from the preſent ; which is to confeſs that this Houſe 
does not truly repreſent the People; that they and their 
ives are of different Minds; and that if they 
were to chuſe again, they would chuſe Men of other Princi- 
' ples, of other Sentiments. | 
; I will not trouble you farther with Anſwers to the Ar- 
| guments for this Bill ; thoſe againſt it, that weigh moſt with 
me, are theſe: That frequent new Parliaments are our Con- 
ſtitution; that a long Parliament is plainly deſtructive of the 
Subje&'s juſt Right, and many Ways inconſiſtent with the 
Good of the Nation. Is it reaſonable any particular Men 
ſhould for a long Time engroſs ſo great a Truſt, excluſive of 
others ; Can it be of Advantage to the Publick, that the 
Counties, Cities, and Boroughs, ſhould be long confin'd to 
8 thoſe they have once choſen, their Intereſts admitting of 
great Variation in Length of Time? | 
* Frequent new Parliaments are our Conſtitution, and the 
Calling and Holding of them was for many Ages the Prac- 
tice. Before the Conqueſt, Parliaments were held three 
Times every Year, at Chriſtmas, Eaſter, and Whitſuntide. 
In Edward the III, Time it was enacted, © That Parlia- 
* ments ſhould be holden every Year once, or oftner if need 
be.” This muſt be underſtood of new Parliaments, for Pro- 
rogations and long Adjournments were not then known ; 
were never heard of till later Years. They began in Henry 
the VIII, Time, that Prince and his Miniſters knowing long 
were beſt fitted to make great Changes. They 
were therefore Inventions when extraordinary Things were 
to be done, when what was then the Church was to be alter'd, 
' andthe Church-Lands to be taken away. There is nothing 
T this Sort now, I hope, intended. From that Time our 
Hiſtories tell us, that when ever the ſame Parliaments were 
Vo. I. N long 
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. Ceo. 1. —  —  — long diſconti- 
rr gave great Uneaſineſs. In the unfortunate Reign 


King Charles I, there had been an Intermiſhun of Par. 
. twelve Years, which produc'd an Act in the fix- 
teenth Year of that King, For the preventing the Inconveniences 


the Preamble, recites the Law made in the Reign of Edward 
the III, That Parliaments oughttobe held every Year once; 
* but that the Appointment of Time and Place belong'd to his 
6 22 Royal Progenitors: And that it had been 
nce, great Inconveniences and Miſchiefs had 

1 


the Ki and to the Commonwealth, by not 
6 it enacts, That the ſaid Laws ſhall 


Parliaments — And for the Prevention of 


© be ſtrictly obſerv d; ; and that in caſe there be an Intermiſ- 

« fion of the fitting of Parliament for three Years together, 
© if there is a Parliament in being, that Parliament ſhall be 
«* diflolv'd,” and very extravagant Powers — 


on Conſent.” This extrao 1 
by an Act intituled That the Parliament ſhould not be di ſalv d, 
prorogu'd, or adjourn'd, but by At e Parliament ; nor the 
of Parliament adjourn'd but by themſelves reſpeFively. I need 
not be particular in recounting the Conſequences of this AR of 
Parliament ; for every one knows, that Set of Men, when they 
had thus continued themſelves, never ſtopp'd till they had 


murder'd the beſt of Princes, and entirely fubverted our cn. 


fitution both in Church and State. 
© Soon after the Reſtoration of 


King Charles IT, the Af 


many Miſchiefs and Inconveniences, and endanger the pub- 
lick Peace and Safety; but at the fame Time it is declar'd 
and enadted, * That becauſe, by the ancient Laws and 
« Statutes, Parliaments are to be held very often, the fitting 
ä an] helling of Freliamens tall not be tntcemated above 
* three Years at the moſt.” This Law not having been fo 
well obſerv'd, as it ought to have been at the Revolution in 
the Convention- Parliament, when it was thought neceſſary to 
declare the Rights and Liberties of the Subject, after many 
Breaches had been made upon them, it was, among 
Things, declar'd, That Parliaments ought to be held fre- 
* quently.” And what follows in that Act is very ſtrong, 
for it declares and enaQts, That all and fingular the Rights 
© and Liberties aſſerted and claim'd in the ſaid Declaration, 


$ are the indubitable Rights and Liberties of the ry 


La 


happening by long Intermiſſion of Parliaments. That AQ, in 


| — nd ag becauſe it might be an Occaſion of | 
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this Kingdom, and fo ſhall be eſteem d, allow'd, adjudg d, Anno 2. Coo. 
tt 


and taken to be; and all the Particulars thereof ſhall be 
_ * ny and ſtrictly holden and obſerv'd, as they are 
s d in the ſaid Declaration. The Right claim'd — 
rted, is, That Parliaments ought to be held frequently ; 
And ſoon after a new Parliament was call'd, which fate 
annually : But this was not look'd upon to be a comply- 
ing with the Right claim'd, and therefore, after that Par- 
lament had fat three Times, in the fourth Seffion it was 
thought neceſſary to come to a farther Explication, and a 
5 — but was rejected by the 8 
Others 


good 
© his People. The firſt Propoſition i 
latter, I think, will not be deny'd ; for freq 
Parliaments create a Confidence between the 


ple, and have more the Hearts * chis is the ſureſt 
Way; and I am perſwaded this Houſe will never conſent to 
any Thing that may prevent the one, and intercept the other. 
* I cannot entertain ſo unwortay a Thought of this 
Houſe, that any Gentleman in it would at this Time, in 
direct Terms, be for perpetuating themſelves ; yet if they 
conſent to this Bill, I ſhall reckon they are doing it ; for 
tho it only prolongs this Parliament for ſeven Years, I can- 
not doubt but hereafter there will be another for continuing 
lap 4b wy adbnnkly of this Term, the Rea- 
ns 1 
Neither can I imagine | 
the Peoples Choice again : Do they think that the great and 
memorable Things this Parliament has done for the Service 
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becauſe they choſe you to ſerve them no longer. With 

Submiſſion I ſpeak it, in my poor Opinion, King, 
9 and Commons. can no more continue a Parliament 
beyond its natural Duration, than they can make a Parlia- 
ment. I know at extraordinary Jun&tures, Conventions 
have been turn'd into Parliaments ; but it has been thought 
adviſeable ſoon to determine them, and to paſs Acts in the 
ſubſequent legal Parliaments, to confirm what they have 
done. And I make no doubt, but if this Bill paſſes into a 
Law, and this Parliament is continued more than three 
Years, there will be an Act in the iucceeding Parliament to 
confirm whatever ſhall be done after the three Years. There 
is an Inftance in your Statute-Book, where all the Acts of 
a Parliament were declar'd void, and repeal'd, becauſe the 
Parliament was unlawfully ſummon'd, and the Members 


urge farther, that the wiſeſt Governments 
a Face of Liberty, have never continu'd 


thoſe long, with whom they have intruſted the ſupreme 
have all the Miſchief of a long 


ny Geo. I. 


Power. 
© That by this Bill, you 
Parliament, without any of the Good of a ſhort one. 


That a Parliament and a ftanding Army are 
convertible, and neceſlary to | one another. 
© And that there can be no for this Bill at this 
Time, becauſe this Parliament may have two more Seſſions, 
if the King pleaſes. 
© But as I have already taken up ſo much of your Time, 
I ſhall only add, that for the Reaſons I have given, I am a 


„ 


Side, for and againſt the Bill; and upon 
it was reſolv'd, by a Majority of 284 againſt 162, 


that the Bill be commined. 0 a Committee of the , 


Houſe. 
Petitions preſented April 25. Two Petitions againſt the faid Bill, ene 
22 — ag, the 8 of Horſham, the other of Weſtbury, were pre 
to the Houſe and read: The laſt of them was or 


i 


der'd to lie on the Table ; but the Houſe taking Offence | 


at an Expreſſion in that from Horſham, viz. * That they 
look d upon it as an Overturning of the Conſtitution, and 
* as an Infringement of their Liberties, rejected their Pe 
Prhate concerning tition. After this Mr Lechmere moved, and the Queſtion 
— Pcnfoners was propoſed, That it be an Infrattion to the Commit 
of the whole Houſe, to whom the ſaid Bill was committed, 
that they have Leave to receive a Clauſe, to diſable Per- 


ſous from being choſe Members of cither Houſes of Put 
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Houſe, in a G Committee, of which Mr Hampden 
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of Years: But General — having repreſented, that 2 
ſuch a Clauſe would but clog the Bill, and endanger its Miſ- 
carriage, Part of it being derogatory to the Privileges of 
the Houſe of Lords; and that if any Jealouſy were enter- 
tain'd of the Members of the Houſe of Commons having 
Penſions from the Crown, a Bill might be brought in to ex- 
clude them ; the previous Queſtion being put, that the 
Queſtion be now it in the Negative. Then the 


Chairman, went thro' the Bill, and directed it to be 
without any Amendment ; which being done, the H 
order'd it to be read the third Time the next Day. 
this General Stanhope moved, and it was order'd 
ingly, That D a Bill to 
S a Member of, or 


uring Pleaſure, or for any Number of 
-r e. 
Boſcawen, do and bring i , 

April 26. Two Petitions the ſaid Bi 
the Borough of Caerdiffe, the other of Petersfield, | 
ſented to the Houſe, and read, were order'd to lie 
Table. After which, the Bill was rcad a third Time, . 


about two Hours. Thoſe who ſpoke againſt the Bill, Were Septennial Bill 


Mr Freeman, Mr Hungerford, Mr Wykes, and Lord Finch, i. en 
who were ſeverally anſwer d by Sir Richard Steele, Mr dur Funeertord. 


M- WV kes. 
Boſcawen, Sir William Thompſon, Mr Erle, Mr Tufnell, Lord Finch. 
and Sir John Brownlow. 2 


Mr Freeman and Mr Hungerford having, among other 1. ts Wi. Thomphn. 


Things, inſiſted, That no ſatisfactory Anſwer had yet been Sir Joha Brownlow, 


made, either as to the Truſt repos d in the Commons by 


before us is, Whether the du. Tuba 
Triennial Act, as it now ſtands, or as it is propos'd to be . 
alter'd by this Bill, is likely to conduce moſt to the Benefit 

1 Publick ? However, fince in this Debate there has 

been a good deal faid of the Conſtitution of Parliaments, I 

— Leave to mention a Word or two on that Subject. 

* That P * anciently to be held annually, 
appears by two Acts made, the one in the 4th, the other 


Þ the 36 of Edward III. But tho' they were to be held 
; | arnually, 


a 2 


anne 2. an. annually, or oftner if Occaſion ſhould be, in order to reme- 


dy the Grievances of the People, yet I can't find that there 
ever was any Time limited for Elections: But as the 
Crown had always the Power of diſſolving, fo likewiſe of 
calling a Parliament whenever they thought fit. There was 
indeed a Triennial Act made in the 16th of Charles I, 7 
prevent the Inconveniences which may ariſe by the any Inter- 
| miſſion of Parliaments ; and therefore it provided. That 
there ſhould be a Seſſion once in three Years ; ' but by no 
Means limited any Time for the Duration of Parliaments. 
This Act was repeal'd in the 16th of Charles II, becauſe 
there were ode ape By - Augie Foe dro 

as a Derogation to the Rights Crown be- 
— I may venture to ſay, the firſt Reſtriction which ever 
the Crown lay under, as to the Continuance of Parliaments, 

was in the 6th of William and Mary. Then ſprang up the 
Triennial Law, which is the Subject of our preſent Debate; 
and which, however well deſign d, was certainly an Inno- 


vation, till then unheard of. So that what is now offer d in 


this Bill, is only, in ſome Meaſure, to reinftate the Crown 
in that Power which it had always enjoy'd. And I can't 
but be ſurpria d, that thoſe Gentlemen who have hitherto 
boaſted themſelves to be the zealous Aſſertors of the Prero- 
e of the Crown, ſhould of a ſudden be ſo fond of 2 


V 


Lan which undoubtedly is a very great Diminution of it. 


T hope I ſhall not be miſunderſtood, as if this were the only 


Reaſon which induces me to approve of the preſent Bill: 
No, though I ſhall always have a due Regard to the Pre- 
rogative, yet if I could imagine that this Bill would prove 
the leaſt Detriment to the Publick, the leaſt Infringement 
of the Liberties of my Fellow- Subjects, my Vote ſhould 
never flatter any Crown, ſo far, as n 


ive. 
of this Bill is only to enlarge the Time for 
the r by waking them Septennial 


already had the Experience about two and twenty Vears; and 
what Advantage have we gain d? Has it ever anſwer'd one 
ſingle End for which it was intended? On the contrary, has 


it not produc'd the moſt miſchievous Effefts ? What endleſs 


Diviſ.ons has it created among Neighbours, Friends, nay, 
the neareſt Relations? How has it ruin'd Gentlemen's Eſtates, 
Made them not only Beggars, but Slaves to the very mean- 
eſt of the People? What a Scene of Corruption has it every 
where introduced ? How has it debauch'd the Morals of the 
Nation? Even the Adminiſtration of Provincial Juſtice, 
which has always been eſteem'd the Glory of our Conſtitution, 
has been infecded: And 1 2 * 


— —_— _— wad 


rn Aſter all, 
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no farther. Theſe are ſome of the fatal Conſequences we W 
have already experienced by this Triennial Law ; and thoſe A 


alone, in my humble Opinion, would be ſufficient Reaſons 
for the Alteration of it. However, let us conſider the pre- 
ſent Circumſtances of our Aﬀairs. In order to it, let us a 
little looks back to the Original of our Misfortunes : And are 
they not owing to that unreaſonable Cry of the Danger of 
the Church, under the f. Pretence of ſupporting the 
Church of England, though manifeitly in Favour of that of 

Rome? That unhappy Deluſion, which has been fo induſtri- 
ouſly, fo * ſpread, and ſo fatally indulg d! Let us 
conſider that unnatural, unprovok'd Rebellion, which has 


ſo lately rag'd among us; and that ſullen —— 
of — which ſtill lies murmuring in | 


ous Breaſts. And notwithſtanding that Indifference, nay Con- 
tempt,with which I hear the A of our Alliances treat- 
ed by ſome Gentlemen, I muſt own I cannot but think there 
ought to be a good deal of Streſs laid upon it : For how can 


we imagine, that any Foreign Powers will readily enter into 


any Treaties with us, for our Advantage, without ſome Secu- 


rity that they ſhall be made effectual, as long as our Govern- 


ment is ſubje& to ſuch a Fluctuation, and as it were Trien- 


nial? Eſpecially if it be conſider d in how ſhameful and how 


infamous a Manner the Grand Alliance was broken; the Faith 
of Treaties violated ; the Credit of this Nation ſunk ; its In- 
tereſts betray'd ; our ancient and beſt Allies abandon'd, and 
ill treated; new ones ſought for, and carefs'd, with no other 
Defign, but to make us 2 more eaſy Prey to the Pretender ? 
Nay, have we not too juſt Ground to ſulpect that this Cauſe 
— all along been underhand ſupported by theie very Allies, 
the old inveterate Enemies of our Conſtitution, who are al- 
ways envious of our Proſperity, and only wait a fair Oppor- 


unity to give us freſh Diſturbances ? And could their Vigi- 


lance, their artful Management, and their Treaſure, join'd 
with the unwearied Endeavours of a reſtleſs Faction a: Home, 


| procure an Election in their Favour, what would be the Con- 


ſequence, but to unlooſe the Doors of your Priſons, to ſet 
rr — no give them 


n — — 
a Britiſh Honour thus proſtituted, the once Arbitreſs of Eu- 
rope thus inſulted ; theſe Things, I fay, ought to raiſe in 
every Britiſh gr dif ge Reſentment of the injuries of his 


am ſenſible there have been ſeveral 

Objeftions made againſt this Bill, which carry an Air of Po- 
pularity with them ; yet which, upon Examination, muſt ap- 
Pear to be of no real Weight. I al take Notice of but 
one 


Anno 2. Ceo. 1. 
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one or two of the moſt conſiderable, leſt I ſhould treſpaſs too 
far on your Indulgence. It is faid, our Electors choſe us 
their Repreſentatives but for three Years, and that we can't 
prolong the Term without betraying that Truſt which they 
have repos'd in us. In Anſwer to which I mutt defire Gen- 
tlemen to conſider the Nature of the Writs of Summons, and 
the Returns to them: Is it not to conſult Je Rebus arduis 
Regni ? and that they ſhould have plenam & ſufficientem Py 
teſtatem pro ſe et Communitate Comitatus prædicti, & predic. 
torum Civiam & Burgorum, diwiſim ab ipſis, ad faciendum 

de communi Confilio ordinari contigerit in Pramiſfis : Ie 


guad pro defectu hujuſmodi Poteſtatis Negotia prædicta inficta 


zon remaneant ? Nay, may not the ſame Objection be made 


the repealing or altering any Law in Force at the 


againſt 
Time of an Election, and conſequently defeat the very End 


for which a Parliament is choſen? And I ſhould be glad to 


know what particular Authority they were inveſted with, who 
made the Triennial Law, which was certainly a great Alte- 
ration of the Conſtitution ? There is another Thing which I 
find is very much inſiſted on, and that is, Suppoſing this Bill 
were reaſonable, yet why now ? Becauſe 'tis now there's the 
moſt Occaſion for it. Are we not every Day threaten'd with 
new Inſurrections, ney Invaſions ? And is it not the Proſpeſt 
of Succeſs at the next Election, however ill-grounded, which 
ſtill keeps alive the Spirit of Jacobitiſm ? 

* No Wonder then there are ſuch Clamours rais'd without 
Doors againſt this Bill, by the Enemics to our Government, 
as well knowing that this muſt prove its beſt Security ; that 


it muſt effeually defeat their Meaſures ; that it muſt ſtrike 


that raging Deluge of Corruption which is ſo univerſally 


at the very Foundation of all their traiterous Deſigns ; and 
for ever blaſt the Pretender's Hopes of rekindling the Flames 


of Rebellion. In ſhort, I am ſo entirely convinced, not only 
of the Reaſonableneſs, but of the abſolute Neceſſity of this 


Bill, in order to put an End to our unhappy Diviſions, to ſtop 
throughout the whole Nation, to make the Crown fit 


| eaſy on his Majeſty's Head, and perpetuate the Proteſtant 


Succeſſion in his Royal Family; and at the ſame Time, that 
it is no ways prejudicial to the Rights and Liberties of the 
Subjects of Great Britain; that how ill ſoever a Recommen- 
dation it may be to any future Election, if I can have but 


mo Patios fo Ne tp ountry ſecur d, to ſee theſe Bleſſings 


mix d upon a ſolid 


my C 

laſting Foundation, and if I can have 
but the Honour to contribute the leaſt Share towards ſo glo- 
rious a Work, my Ambition will be ſufficiently rewarded, tho 
I ſhould, by this Day's Vote, for ever after be excluded a 
Place in this Houſe.” FY 
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The Lord Guernſey having, in 
aſſerted, That if a Man did not fall into all the Meaſures 
of the Miniſtry, and lap with them like the Men of Gideon, 
he was immediately Dow deans. Mr Boſcawen anſwer d, 
« That that honourable Member was of another Opinion not 
many Weeks before; ſo that what he now faid mult 
either from Reſentment or Diſappointment. Sir John 
Brownlow ſaid, That for his own Part, he neither 


this Bill during the laſt Miniſtry, becauſe he was ſure they 
would have made an ill Uſe of it, but that he was for it 
Now, becauſe he was ſatisfied the preſent Miniſters would not 
abuſe it. 

Upon the whole Matter the Queſtion being put, That the 
Bill do paſs, 88 the Affirmative by 264 Votes 45 
againſt 121; and Mr Hampden was ordered to carry the 

Bill back to the Lords. 

Ma 2. Tue Lords having 
Bill, intitled, A 4 for allowing of Counſel to all Perſons 
ab ſhall be proceeded againſt in Parliament for any Crimes 


Concurrence of the Commons, the ſaid Bill was read the firſt 


ſent down to the Crnmens 2 


Lord Gue 


in the Courſe of this Debate, Anno 2. Geo. &. 
1716 


Sir J. Brownlow, 
nor looked for a Place: That he would not have been for 


= 
— 


Bill ſent from the 


High Trea ſon, 
thrown out by the 


Time; and after ſome Debate, the Queſtion being put, That 


it be read a ſecond Time, it paſs'd in the Negative. 
By this Bill Counſel for Priſoners, in Caſes of High Trea- 
ſon, were to be permitted to ſpeak to Matters of Fact as well 


as Points of Law. 
Nothing farther material happen 11 the Houſe, during 
this Seſſion; but perhaps it may not per to take No- 
tice, that the King having reſoly'd to riß b. his 18 — Do- 
minions ; and by the Act of Settlement his Majeſty being re- 
train d from going out of the Kin 
Parliament, a Motion was made bi ir John Cope, and ſe- f 
conded by Mr Hampden, for bring in a Bill to repeal 
that Clauſe of the faid Act; wth Bll was accordingly 
brought in Nem. Con. and paſt into 

Fune 26. The King _ to the Houſe of Peers, and 
the Commons attending, his Majeſty gave the Royal Aſſent 
to ſeveral publick and private Bills ; after which the Lord 
Chancellor read the following Speech deliver'd into his Hands 
by his Majeſty from the Throne. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
«rea my Src to this Seſſion, without 


ha liament. The wholeſome and neceſſary Laws which ho 
been paſs'd with ſo much Steadineſs, Reſolution, and Una- 
* nimity, will, I truſt in God, anſwer thoſe good Ends 


Ver. I © & ** 


ſtraining the Ki 
— going out 

Kingdom, re- 
peal'd. 


of Treaſon, or Miſprifion of Treaſon ; to which they deſir'd the Lords, relating to 


, without Conſent of The ad, for re- 


of 


's Speech at 


expecting = 
to you my Satisfaction in the Proceedings of this Par- an. 


1716. 


wes 
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Anno 2. Geo.I. © which, it is evident, you have had in View, by defeating 


« the Deſigns and reducing the Spirit of our Enemies, by 
encouraging our Friends, and raiſing the Credit and Re- 
« putation of the Nation Abroad to ſuch a Degree, as that I 
« may reaſonably expect the Fruits of a ſettled Government; 
« eſpecially being ſupported by a Parliament zealous for the 
« Proſperity of their Country, and the Proteſtant Intereſt 
« of Europe. 

I am confident my Conduct hitherto, in ſuppreſſing the 
« Rebellion, and puniſhing thoſe concern'd in it, has been 
« ſuch, as demonſtrates that I deſire rather to leſſen their 
« Numbers by reclaiming them, than by making Examples ; 
« but I am ſorry to find that the numerous Initances of Mercy 
« which I have ſhewn, have had no other Effect, than to en- 
« courage the Faction of the Pretender, to renew their In- 
« ſults upon my Authority, and the Laws of the Kingdom, 
« and even to affect, with the greateſt Inſolence, to diſtin- 
„ guiſh themſelves from my good and faithful Subjects, acting 
« with ſuch Folly and Madneſs, as if they intended to con- 
« vince the World, that they are not to be reduc'd to Quiet 
4 and Submiſſion to my Government, by ſuch gentle Methods 
„as are molt agreeable to my own Inclinations. 

Gentlemen of the Houle of Commons, 

« I return you, in particular, my Thanks for the Supplies 

« you have given; which, although they fall ſhort of the 


« Sums you found neceſlary, and have voted, for the Ser: | 


«« vice of the whole ear; yet, by the Encouragement you 
have given to make them effectual, may, I hope, be ſo 
* manag'd as to carry on the current Service till another 
« Seſſion of Parliament. 
My Lords and Gepttemen, 

I am very ſenfible here are Matters of great Conſe- 
«« quence ſtill dependinWetorc you; but as they have hither- 
to been poſtpon'd, ost. of abſolute Neceſſity, by interve- 
« ning Affairs of a morę pr:fiing Nature and of the moſt 
« immediate Concern tothe Peace and Safety of the Nation, | 
« I thought the Seaſon of the Year requir'd I ſhould defer 
« your farther Proceedings till the next Seſſion, rather 
« than you ſhould be detain'd out of your reſpective Coun- 
tries longer than could be conſiſtent with your private 
«« Concerns. | | 

« I cannot doubt but that, during this Receſs, you will 
« all uſe your beſt Endeavours to preſerve the Peace of the 
Kingdom, and to diſcourage and ſuppreſs all Manner of 
«« Diſorders, ſince, as the firſt Scene of the late Rebellion 
« was open'd and uſher'd in by Tumults and Riots, fo you 
« may be aſſur'd, upon what Pretence ſoever they are rais d, 


« they can S other Tendency, but to ſupport the Spi- 
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« rit of a Faction, reſtleſs and unweary'd in their Endea- — B 


«« yours to renew the Rebellion, and to ſubvert the Religion, 
« Laws, and Liberties of their Country. | 

I defign to make Uſe of the approaching Receſs, to viſit 
„ my Dominions in Germany, and to provide for the Peace 
« and Security of the Kingdom, during my Abſence, by 
« conſtituting my beloved Son, the Prince of Wales, Guar- 
«« dian of the Realm, and my Lieutenant within the ſame. . 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's 


WWSIY 


Command, 
prorogued the Parliament to the 7th Day of Auguſt ; after Th: Partament 


which they were farther prorogued to the 2oth of Febru- 
ary, 1716-17. 5 


SPEECHES ad DEBATES 
In the SzconD Sz5s10N of the 


Firſt Parliament of King GEORGE I. 


5 HE King came to the Houſe of Peers, on the zaoth Aune f, Geo. 1. 
of February, and the Commons being ſent for and 
attending, the Lord Chancellor read his Majeſty's 


Speech, as follows : 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


„ Was in Hopes that the Succeſs which it pleas'd God to King's 


— — 
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prorogued. 


1716-17. 


10 give us, in defeating the late Rebellion, might have Scion. 


ſecur d to the Nation, Peace, Plenty, and Tranquility. 


My Endeavours have not been wanting, during your 


* Receſs, to improve the happy Proſpect which was in View, 
* by entering into ſuch Negotiations as I judg'd moſt condu- 
* Clive ta thoſe good Ends; and tis with Pleaſure I can ac- 
** quaint you, that many Defects in the Treaty of Utrecht, 


** which very nearly affected the Trade, and even the Secu- 


** rity of theſe Kingdoms, have been remedicd by ſubſequent 
Conventions ; the happy Conſequences of which have al- 


ready very ſenſibly appear d by the flouriſhing Condition 


** of our Trade and Credit. 


* By the Alliance lately concluded with France and the 
** States-General, we are ſoon to be eas'd of all future Ap- | 


prehenſions from Dunkirk and Mardyke ; the Pretender 
„ 5 aQtually removed beyond the Alps ; his Adherents are 
*: depriv'd of all Hopes of Support and Countenance from 

3 | O 2 « France ; 


__ 


1716-17, 
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Anno 3. Geo. I» % France; and even the Aſſiſtance of that Crown is ſtipu 


« lated to us in caſe of Exigency. 

It ſeem'd reaſonable to expect, that ſuch a Situation of 
Affairs at Home and Abroad ſhould have recover'd, from 
« their Deluſion, all ſuch of our Subjects as had unhappily 
„ been ſeduced by the Craft and Wickedneſs of deſperate 
„ and ill-deſigning Men, and thereby have afforded me the 
„Opportunity which I deſir d, of following the natural Bent 
« of my own Inclinations to Lenity, by opening this Seſſion 
„ with an Act of Grace; but ſuch is the obſtinate and inve- 
«© terate Rancour of a Faction amongſt us, that it hath again 
«« prompted them to animate and ſtir up foreign Powers, to 


« diſturb the Peace of their native Country: They will 


* chooſe rather to make Britain a Scene of Blood and Con- 
< fuſion, and to venture even the putting this Kingdom un- 
« der a foreign Yoke, than give over their darling Deſign of 


« impoſing a Popiſh Pretender. 


0 have order'd to be laid before you Copies of Letters 
* which have paſs'd between the Swediſh Miniſters on this 
* Occaſion, which contain a certain Account of a projected 
% Invaſion ; and I promiſe my ſelf, from your experienc'd 
« Zeal and Affection to tay Perſon and Government, that 
«© you will come to ſuch Reſolutions as will enable me, by 
* the Bleſſing of God, to defeat all the Deſigns of 
„Enemies againſt us. | 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

« I did hope the putting an End to the late Rebellion 
% would have fo far ſecur d the Peace and Tranquility of 
the Nation, that I might, conſiſtently with the Safety of 
« my People, have made a conſiderable Reduction of the 


Forces; but the Preparations which are making from A- 


broad to invade us oblige me to ask ſuch Supplies, as you 


* ſhall find abſolutely neceflary for the Defence of the 


« Kingdom. | 

Vou are all ſenſible of the inſupportable Weight of the 
National Debts, which the Publick became engag'd for 
from the Neceſſity of the Times, the Preſſures of a long 
* and expenſive War, and the larguiſhing State of Publick 
Credit; but the Scene being now ſo happily chang'd, if 
* no new Diſturbances ſhall plunge us again into Streights 
and Difficulties, the general Expectation ſeems to require 
* of you, that you ſhould turn your Thoughts towards ſome 
* Method of extricating your ſelves, by reducing, by De- 
< grees, the Debts of the Nation. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 25 

* have an entire Confidence in you, and have therefore 
nothing to ask, but that you would take ſuch Meaſures as 
E vill bc ſecure your Religion and Liberties: While you 
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« preſerve thoſe ineſtimable Bleſſings, I ſhall fit eaſy and ſafe Anno 3. Geo. . 
« on my Throne, having no other View but the Happineſs 8716-17. 
and Proſperity of my People. 6 


The Commons being return'd to their Houſe, General Gn. Stinhope tays 
Stanhope, by his Majeſty's Command, laid before them Co- ert . vun 1. 
pies of Letters which paſs d between Count Gyllenborg, the —_— A 
Barons Gortz and Sparre, and others, relating to the Deſign 
of raiſing a Rebellion in his Majeſty's Dominions, to be ſup- 
ported by a Force from Sweden; and the ſaid Copies were 0 
read in the Houſe : Aſter which, Mr. Thomas Onſſow moy'd Mr Onfow's 


for an Addreſs of Thanks to his Majeſty. He was Seconded — 


by Sir John Brownlow, who faid, That we had no need of sir jotn Browntow. 


the King of Sweden to maintain the Engliſh Liberties and | 


ſupport the Church of England.“ This in Count Gyllen- 
borg's and Baron Gortz s Letters, was hinted to be the Pre- 
tence of the intended Invaſion. Mr. Hungerfurd took this Mr Hungerford 
Occaſion to ſay, * That he was ſorry to find that a Member 
he had in his Eye [meaning Mr. Robert Walpole, ] was men- 


February 21. The Commons made their Orders, and came 
to the Reſolutions uſual at the opening of a new Seſſion; 
Then Mr. Tho. Onſlow reported the Addreſs to his Majeſty, 
which was read and agreed to by the Houſe; after which, 
they order'd, Nem. Con. that a Bill ſhould be brought in to 
authorize his Majeſty to prohibit Commerce with Sweden, a pit orders to be 
during ſuch Time as his Majeſty ſhould think it neceſſary Þrought in, to pre- 
for the Safety and Peace of his Kingdom. A Member having with Sweaza. = 
mov'd for declaring War againſt Sweden, Gen. Stanhope 
ſaid ; That it was Time enough to do that, if the King of 
Sweden refus'd to diſown the Practices of his Miniſters.“ 
February, 22. The Houſe preſented the following Ad- 
dreſs to the King. 


Moſt gracious Soverei 
mons of Great Britain in Parliament afſembled, re- Autres. 
turn your Majeſty their humbleſt Thanks for your moſt 
* gracious Specch from the Throne. | 
* Your Majeſty's ſafe and happy Return into your King- 
s gave an univerſal Joy to all your People: and as the 
* prudent Adminiſtration of the Government by his Royal 
Highneſs the Prince of Wales, under your je dy, did 
un ſome Degree make the Want of your Royal Preſence 
more eaſy to us, we beg Leave to cungratulate your Ma- 
jeſty upon the Peace and Security that, dur ing your Maje- 
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ſty's Abſence, was, by the great Care of his Royal 
Highneſs, preſerv'd in the Kingdom, to the general Satis- 
faction of all your SubjeQs. 
We can never ſufficiently acknowledge the repeated In- 


ſtances of your Majeſty's Goodneſs, and unweary d Con- 


cern for the Welfare of your Kingdoms; we ſee with Ad- 
miration many of the fatal Defects of the Treaty of 
Utrecht, and the great Diſadvantages that were impos d 

n this Nation, at the Head of a victorious Army and 
powerful Confederacy, happily remedied by your Majeſty, 
even in the Midſt of inteſtine Dangers and Troubles. Your 
conſummate Wiſdom has renew'd thoſe Alliances that were 
baſely betray'd and diſſolv d, and concluded ſuch new 
Treaties as may render the Peace ſafe and laſting ; and we 
are at a Loſs to determine, whether in future Ages the 
ſuffering the Demolition of the Port of Dunkirk to be ſcan- 
dalouſly evaded, vill be a greater Reproach, or the pro- 
curing the Deſtruction of the Sluices of Mardyke a greater 
Honour, to the Britiſh Nation. 


We cannot at the ſame Time, but with the higheſt Re. 


ſentment and Indignation, look upon the obſtinate and 
inveterate Rancour of thoie who are again endeavouring 
to embroil their native Country in Blood and Confuſion. 
It is aſtoniſhing to find, that any, who call themſelves 
Proteſtants, can be ſo inflexible and reſtleſs in their En- 
deavours, to impoſe upon us a Popiſh Pretender ; and 
rather venture to ſubject the Kingdom to a foreign Yoke, 
than depart from their darling and avow d Deſign of alter- 


ing and ſubverting the preſent happy Eſtabliſhment in the 


Proteſtant Succeſſion. 

We adore the watchful Eye of Heaven, that has ſo 
wonderfully guarded and protected your ſacred Perſon, and 
cannot too much extol the Wiſdom and V igilance that have 


been us'd in fo early and ſeaſonably diſcovering this de- 


iperate Attempt. And in order moſt effeQually to defeat 
it, your faithful Commons, with Hearts ſincerely zealous 
in the Cauſe of their King and Country, aſſure your Ma- 
jeſty, that they will to the utmoſt ſtand by and ſupport 
your Majeſty againſt all your Enemies at Home and 


Abroad, that ſhall in any Manner preſume to aid or abet | 


the Pretender to your Crown, and will moſt chearfully 
grant to your Mlajeſty ſuch Supplies as ſhall be found ne- 
ceflary for the Safety of your Royal Perſon, and the De- 


fence of the Kingdom. | 


* We are all but too ſenſible of the unſupportable Weight | 
of the National Debts, and therefore will not neglect to 


apply our ſelves with all poſſible Diligence and Attention, 
to the great ard neceſſary Work of reducing and leſſen 
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ing, by Degrees, this heavy Burthen, which may prove Anno 3. ceo. 1. 
„the moſt effectual Means of preſerving to the publick ., 
« Funds a real and certain Security. "0 


To this Addrefs, his Majeſty gave the following Anſwer. 


Gentlemen, i 
i HE Duty and Zeal which you expreſs, in this King's Anſwer 
6 | loyal Addreſs, to my Perſon and Government, thereto, 


« your affectionate Concern for the Welfare of your Coun- 
« try, your Promiſes of an effeftual Support againſt all our 
Enemies at Home and Abroad, and your Reſolution of 
« applying your ſelves to eaſe my People, by reducing gra- 
« dually the heavy Load of the publick Debts, deſerve my 
« hearty Thanks. You ſhall never have Cauſe to repent of 
the Confidence you repoſe in me; the Honour, Welfare, 

and Proſperity of the Nation being what I have chiefly 
* at Heart.” 3 


March 4. The Houſe met according to their Adjourn- Motion relating to 
ment, when, in a Grand Committee on the Supply, it was — 
mov'd to take into Conſideration the Eſtimates relating to Debate thereon. 
the Land- Forces; upon which, Sir Robert Davers, Mem- di R. Pavers. 
ber for Suffolk, Mr Freeman, and Mr Hungerford endea- Mr Hungerford. 
vour'd to get. that Affair put off to another Day, by moving 
that Mr Farrer, the Chair-man, ſhould leave the Chair. 

They alledg'd, © That the late Rebellion being happily ſup- 

preſs'd, and the Swediſh Conſpiracy ſeaſonably diſcover'd, 

there was Reaſon to hope, that the Counties of England 

would ſoon be cas'd of the grievous Burthen of quartering 

Soldiers ; but if it appear'd, that the King of Sweden per- 

fiſted in his Deſign to invade Great Britain, they would all 

readily give their Votes for keeping the preſent Forces on 

Foot. (a) Mr R. Walpole, (5) General Stanhope, Mr John tr R. walpote. 


Smith, (e) Mr W. Pulteney, General Lumley, and ſeveral zur j Sund. 


other Courtiers, on the contrary, urg'd the Neceſſity of u fans, 
taking ſpeedy and vigorous Reſolutions in Relation to the a 
Army; and after a Debate that laſted near two Hours, 

the Queſtion being put, That the Chair-man leave the 

Chair, it was carry'd in the Negative, by a Majority of 

222 Voices againſt 57. 

March 5. Mr Farrer, Member for Bedford, reported the 
Reſolutions taken the Day before, in thegrand Committee on 


the Supply ; which being agreed to, Mr R. Walpole moy'd, Mr K. Watpule 


and it was reſoly'd, Nem. Con. That whoſoever ſhall ad- goons borrow” 
vance or lend any Sum, not exceeding 600,c00 I. for the the publick Service 


ai 41 fer (en. 


(a) Firſt Lord Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, and Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, (b) Secretary of State, (c) Secretary at Way. 


Ano 3. Geo. 1. Service of the Publick by Sea or Land, hall be repaid the 
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Debate thereon. 
Mr Lechmere. 


Mr Walpole. 


1 


ſame with Intereſt, at 41. per Cent. out of the firit Aid to 
be granted this Seſſion of Parliament. The putting the In- 
tereit of this intended Loan ſo low as 41. per Cent. gave 
Reaſon to ſurmize, that thoſe, who had the Management 
of his Majeſty's Treaſury, deſign d to put on the fame Foot 
the Intereits of all publick Funds: Whereupon Mr Lech- 
mere took Notice, That ſeveral Schemes and Propoſals for 
reducing the National Debts had been printed and diſpers'd, 
which gave the Perſons concern'd in tae publick Securities 
the greater Uneaſineſs, in that there was Reaſon to a 

kend, that thoſe Schemes came abroad with the Privity 
and Countenance of Men in great Places: That the general 
Alarm which this had occaſion d among, the money'd Men, 
might very ſenſibly affect publick Credit, and be, at this 
Juncture, of very dangerous Conſequence : To prevent 
which, he thought it neceſſary, to move, That the Houſe 


would come to a Reſolution, effeftually to make good all 


Parliamentary Engagements.” To this Mr Robert Walpole, 


immediately anſwer'd, That his Majeſty having, with 
great Tenderneſs, recommended to them from the Throne, 


the reducing, by Degrees, the Debts of the Nation; and the 
Commons having afterwards in their Addreſs, to his Ma- 
jeſty, promis d to apply themſelves, with all poſſible Dili- 
gence and Attention, to that great and neceſſary Work, 


they ought to exert themſelves to make good that Promiſe, 


and appoint a Day to take that important Matter into Con- 
ſideration: And he did not doubt but the Commons would 
then ſhew all poſſible Regard to Juſtice and publick Faith. 
He own'd, there had been, indeed, ſeveral Schemes pub- 
liſh'd, relating to the Reduction of the national Debts, but 
that they were made by private Perſons, and, he did aſſure 
the Houſe, without the Participation of any of kis Maje- 
ſty's Miniſters, and therefore they were not to be regarded; 
but that in a ſhort Time, ſuch Propoſals would be laid be- 
fore the Houſe, as, he hop'd, would give them Jatis faction, 
and meet with their Approbation; therefore he mov'd, That 


Mr. Lechmere's Motion might be thus alter'd, viz. That 


this Houſe will effectually make good the Deficiencies of all 
Parliamentary Engagements. I his after a ſhort Debate, 


uas carry d in the Affirmative, Nen. Con. But Mention _ 
n 


made of the great Services done by the Bank of Engla 
ard thoſe, who by their Money had ſupported the Conrt In- 
tereſt: d che preſent Eſtabliſhment, Mr. Aiſabie, * took 
Notice of the Management of ſome Directors of the Bank, 
who, upon the alluring Proſpect of Gain, were as ready to ſup- 
port 


® Treaſures of tae Navy, 
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je- 
ſty's happy Acceſſion to the Throne, Mr. Hunger ford faid, 
That this put him in Mind of a Coronation, when the King's 
Champion, coming into Weſtminſter-Hall, throws down one 
of his Gloves to make the Challenge, but that he never ſaw 
any ſo bold as to take it up. | 

8. While the Houſe was in a Committee on the 
Supply, Mr. Lechmere, told them, That he was ſorry he 
found himſelf oblig'd to take Notice, that their late Vote for 
a Loan, at 4 /. per Cent. Intereſt, was like to prove ineffectu- 
al, there not being in three Days Time above 45,000 |. ſub- 
ſerib d to the Loan of 600,000 l. on the Land-Tax. And 


therefore fince the preſent Exigency requir'd a ſpeedy Supply, 
he thought it neceſſary, and therefore mov'd, That a Day 
be appointed to conſider farther of that Matter. Mr. Robert 
Walpole feconded this Motion, and faid, That there was the 
greater Neceſſity for it, becauſe he was inform'd, that ſome 
„ gr tr be wag 4g — mar . 
ing the Deſign of reducing the publick Debts, rm'd a 
Combination to difrels the Government, and ruin publick 
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Mr k. Walpole» 


Credit, which was the Occaſion that the late Vote for bor- 


rowing 600,000 |. at 4 / per Cent. had not had the deſired 
Effect. To this Mr. Lechmere anſwer d, That as none but 
the moſt wicked of Men could enter into ſuch a Combination 
againſt the Good of their Country, ſo the honourable Mem- 
ber, who ſpoke laſt, would do well to name them, that the 
Houſe might ſhew the utmoſt Reſentment and Indignation 
againſt them. But that, in his Opinion, the ill Succeſs of 
the Loan was rather mainly occaſion d by ſome Reflections 
on the money'd Men and Stock- Jobbers, and by certain Max- 
S 

ir Authority to extricate wes, b i Na- 
tional Debts; that ſuch Maxims could not but alarm the 
Perſons concern'd in the publick Securities; and the more, 
when they ſaw that a Slur had been put upon the Motion made 
three Days before, That all Parliamentary 


Mr Lechmere. 


Engagements 
ſhould effectually be made good. That he ſtill thought ſuch 


2 Vote abſolutely neceſſary, both to remove Peoples Fears 
and Jealoufies, and to vindicate the Honour and Juſtice of 
the Nation; that the fame was entirely agreeable to his Ma- 

's Sentiments, who, in his firſt Speech to this Parliament, 


been pleas d to recommend to the Commons, in a par- 


nicular Manner, the ſtrict Obſervance of all Parliamentary 
Engagements, than which nothing could m-re contribute to 


the Support of the Credit of the Nation; with which Opini- 


en of his Majeſty the Commons did entirely concur ; and 
You. I P that 


dur k. Walpole. 


6114 


not anticipate that important Affair: But my could not for- 
bear declaring on this Occaſion his priva te Opinion, That 
it would be the greateſt Ingratitude, as well as Injuſtice, in the 
leaſt to wrong thoſe who had ſupported the Government in 
the moſt preſſing Exigencies and perilous I unctures, and, on 
all Occaſions, ſnewn their Zeal and Affection for the Pro- 
teſtant Succeſſion. That he had nothing to ſay, as to ſuch 
publick Securities as were redeemable by Parliament; but as 
to Annuities granted for Terms of Years, he would be po- 
_ that they could not be meddled with, without break- 
n upon Parli Engagements, and violating the 
ick Faith ; fince thoſe Annuities were not to be look'd 
upon as Debts, but as a Sale of Annual Rents for a valuable 
Conſideration, of which Contract the Parliament had pro- 
d and made the Terms and Conditions, and the Rentees 
' Purchaſers upon the Parliamentary Faith and _— 
rity. And that, beſides the Injuſtice of 
National Contract, thoſe Annuities could not be rouch'd 
without occaſioning great Confuſion and Diſputes in private 
Families, by Reaſon that moſt of the ſaid Annuities had been 
ſettled for Portions, Joyntures, and the like.” Then Mr Wal- 
pole, in Anſwer to this, declar d, That there never had been 
a to uſe any Compulſion with Relation to Annuities; 
that, indeed, an Alternative might be offer'd to the Proprie- 
tors of them, but that it ſhould be in their Choice either to 
accept or refuſe it : And as for ſuch Funds as were redeema- 
ble, that nothing ſhould be propos'd that did not enti 
conſiſt with Juſtice and publick Faith.” Mr. Aiſlabie 
alſo that Occaſion to explain ſome Expreſſions he us'd, in the 
Debate of the 5th Inftant, in relation to the Bank of England, 


which had been conſtru'd "nnd ; ; owning, that they had ſup- 


the Government in the moſt Exigencies 5 


ported 
and that, in his Opinion, if any Thing ought to remain un- 
touch d, it ſhould be the Bank. After a Debate of about 


| 


two Hours, it was reſolv'd to conſider farther of the Supply, 
in a grand Committee, on the 13th of March. 
March g. The Houſe agreed to the Reſolutions of the 


Committee on the Supply, fo that the Money already voted 


amounted to above twa Millions. 
March 23. It was ordered, That the Committee of the 


whole Houſe, to whom the Land-Tax Bill is — 
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lions of the Biſhop of Munſter's Troops, 


Form x enable his Majeſty to concert ſuch Meaſures with Motion for a tag 
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have Power to receive a Clauſe to transfer to the Regiſter , Ge. * 
appointed to be kept by the ſaid AR, all the Loans which . 
have been made upon the Reſolution of the Houſe on the 5th The Commons 
Inſtant, to be repaid with Intereſt not exceeding 5 J. per the 
Cent. per Annum. On which laſt Reſolution, the whole Loan yp which the 
of 600,000 |. was immediately fill'd up. whole Sum is im- 

March 26. It was refolv'd to addreſs his Majeſty, That f- 
the Treaties made with the Biſhop of Munſter and the Duke  _ 
of Saxe-Gotha, for putting fix Battalions of their Troops in- to he niſtop 5 
to his Majeſty's Service, might be laid before the Houſe : enn 
According to which Addreſs General Stanhope, two Days Troops. 
aſter, preſented to the Houſe the ſaid Treaties, with Tranſla- 
tions of the ſame. It was generally ſuppos'd, that theſe 
Treaties were call'd for with a Deſign to find Fault with 
them, and to bring a Cenſure upon ſome German Minifters, 
who had been employ d in thoſe Tranſactions: But a Motion 
being made the next Day, and the ion put, That an 


Duke of Saxe-Gotha' 


1 5 


ſhould 
the Uni 
againſt 38. 
il 3. Gen. Stanhope delivered to the Houſe the follow- 
ing Meſſage from the King. 
KX. 


* 
April 4. General Stanhope mov'd, That a Supply 


next Da 
be cen. Stanhope 


that Ace 


Princes and States, as ma Charge or fout. 
—— EE 


Mr Hungerſord. 


| lated into liſh : That fince the 


1 v6 } | 
from the Deſigns of Sweden for the future, 
tage and Security that would redound to 


King' $ Honour, Wiſdom, and Occoncmy in the 

ment of what Money ſhould be thought neceſſary for that 
Service.“ H d * ſaid, That it was a great 
Mis fortune, that excellent 2 Prince as his Ma- 
jeſty, Err 


5, as with the of our 
: That if he known either, he not have 


ſetft ſuch a Meſſage, which, he was ſure, was unparliamen- 


tary and 
'That it was 


and therefore twas his Opinion, 
'd by ſome Foreign Miniſter, and then tran- 
King's Acceſſion to the 
Throne, there had been many Reflections ca. in that Houſe, 
late Miniſtry, as if they had betr::y'd the Intereſt 
1 That, on the contrary, they had often 
been told, that his Majeſty had retriev'd the Honour and Re- 
7 Nation ; the Effects of which had 
'd 1 flouriſhing Condition of our Trade : That 
could not but be very much ſurpriz d to find 
> Motion made for» Supply of Money, to enable his Majeſty 
r into new Meaſures, to ſecure his againſt 
_—_— the Swedes : That the Ne- 


8 4 har ue ſeem'd to be inconſiſtent. with 


his Majeſty had 
in'd for us: „ help being of Opinion, 
That if the new Alliances and Meaſures to be concerted, 
were ſuch as were to be obtain d purely by the Force of our 
Money, that ever the Happineſs or the Security of the Na- 
tion could be the Conſequence of ſuch Counſels ; for, when- 
ever Foreigners come to taſte the Sweetneſs of Engliſh Mo- 
ney, we might depend upon it, that their Adherence to our 
Intereſt would laſt no longer than we continu'd to ſupply their 
Neceſſities. Mr Hungerford, who ſeconded Mr Shippen, 
faid, That for his Part, he could not underſtand what Oc- 
caſion there was for new Alliances, much lefs that they 


ſhould be purchas'd with Money : That it muft needs be 


very ſurprizing to the whole World, that a Nation, not long 
r ſhould now ſeem to fear 
ſo inconſiderable an Enemy as the King of Sweden; eſpeci- 
ally when we had ſo good a Fleet at Sea, and fo great an Ar- 
my on Land.” Some other Speeches were made on the ſame 
Side, which gave Gen. Stanhope Occaſion to ſay, That he 
was ſorry to find Gentlemen grow ſo warm upon a Subjeft 
of this Nature : That the King was a Prince of that Integrity 
and Honour, and — tires ſuch convincing Proob 


of 
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of his tender Care for the true Intereſt of the 
they might entirely depend upon his Wiſdom in I 
and therefore he was of Opinion, that none 
Compliance with this Meſlage, 


; 
: 


? 
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thought 
might be well juſtify'd in ſaying, 
Taat if every Member of this Houſe, that us'd Freedom of 


Country-Seats, and leave the King 


what they pleas'd.” Mr Boſcawen, Sir Gilbert Heathcote, Mr G nes 
Mr * Horatio Walpole, and ſome other Gentlemen, back d % H. Walpole. 
Cen. Stanhope's Motion; but Mr Grimſtone, and ſome Mr Crime 
other Courtiers, ſpoke on this Occafion on the contrary Side. 

However, it was moy'd, and refolv'd, That the H 
would, upon the Monday Morning next, reſolve it ſelf into 


zen. Stanhope 

kid before the Houſe a Copy of the ſaid Treaty. 
April 8. The Commons went into a Committee of 
whole Houſe, to conſider of the Motion of the 4th 


If 


granted to his Majeſty, againſt 
future ; for the Neceility of 


415 


+ 
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Anne 3. Gro... fortune ſuch Diviſions ſhould happen among the Miniſtry, 
7?7- | for then a Parliament cannot have a true Information of 
fring: That they could not eaſily apprehend what Occa- 
fion there was to make new Alliances, fince we had a 
ſtanding Army in Great Britain, and a conſiderable Fleet at 
Sea, which ſufficiently ſecur'd his Majeſty's Kingdoms againſt 
any Danger from Sweden: That if we defign'd to make 
an offenſive War againſt that Crown, why did we not fend 
Part of our Forces on Board our Fleet? Eſpecially, ſince we 
were now ſecure at Hom-, both by the Suppreſſion of the 
late Rebellion, and by the Concluſion of the Triple Alli- 
ance, which the Regent of France had begun faithfully to 
perform, by cauſing the Pretender to pais the Alps. How- 
ever, if the Court inſiſted tb. Ag og 33 
new Engagements againſt Sweden, the! ught ĩt proper 
to addrets his Majeſty, to acquaint the Houſe with the Na- 
ture of thoſe Engagements, and the Sum that was requiſite 
Gra. Santope, to make them good.' To this, General Stanhope anſwer d, 
That the Diicovery of the late Conſpiracy, carry'd on by 
the Swediſh Miniſters, in Conjunction with the diſcontented 
Party at Home, ſufficiently evinc'd the Neceſlity of a ſtand- 


ing Army in Great Britain: That the Treaty of Triple 


Alliance ſeem'd, indeed, to ſecure us againſt any 
on the Part of Fraace ; i that 
the faid Treaty had met with OE at the 
French * had not the 12 ed ſtren 

for it, it would have infallibly miſcarry'd ; and tho' hitherto 
we had all the Reaſon imaginable to commend the Honeſty 
and Candour of that Prince; yet, in good Policy, we ought 
not to depend on that 'Treaty any longer than it ſhall be 
the Intereſt of France to obſerve it. And as to the Motion 
for the Addreſs, He added, That it would be injurious 
to the King's Prerogative of entering into ſuch Alliances as 
his Majeſty thinks neceſſary for the Good and Security of 
his Dominions, without communicating the fame to bis 


Parliament: Which Prerogative was grounded on very good | 


Reaſons ; for if the Crown was oblig'd to impart the Se- 
undies, nd $4. gand $10. oof Rong By s 
= important Negotiations muſt thereby mi Sir Gilbert 
—_ _<_ 
Loſſes and Damages which the Britiſh Subjects had ſuſtain'd 
by their Ships being made Prizes, andconfiſcated in Sweden ; 
and obſerv'd, That the King of Sweden having ſeveral 
Times refuſed to make Satisfaction; and, on the Contrary, 
his Miniſters having endeavour'd to raiſe a new Rebellion 
m his Majeſty's Dominions, there was Ground to declare 
War againſt him.” To this, Mr Gould, Member for Shore- 
ham, reply d, That the Dutch having ſuſtain'd as great 
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Lofſes by the Swedes, they had an equal Concern with , Gee. L 

Great Britain to declare War againſt them ; and therefore 
it would be proper, before the Houſe procceded farther, to 

2 1 in the firſt Place, to prohibit all Commerce 

with Sweden, as we had done.” Hereupon General Stanhope . hege. 

faid, * That he made no doubt, but the States-General would 

readily come into any Meaſures that ſhould appear neceſſary 

fe hs Gans end Intereſt of both Nations Taman and 

to obtain Satisfaction ſor the late tions of the Swedes 


: That their High-Mightineſſes had lately 
en ſignal Inſtances of their firm Adherence to the Crown 
of Great Britain, in cauſing the Swediſh Miniſters to be 


'd . — Swe- 
late doubtful Conduct of a Northern Poten- 
ing the Czar of Muſcovy] who, by his Inactivity 
and the Poſt ſome of his Tr —_— 
to the Empire. Mr R. 


aple, Sie g egg, 

rd Northey (a), and Lord ad, ſpoke alſo on — 

fame Side; Sir William Thompſon (6) in particular, Sir W. Thompſon. 
'd, © What would the World think of this Parliament, if 

they ſhould refuſe to ſupply the King at this Exigency ? On 

the other Hand, Mr Compton (the Speaker) and Mr Smith (c), Mr Compton(the 


to be enter; d into; but Lieutenant Gene- 


it would be at Ob hos to fliers bay. ofthe | 
Mr George Caſwall faid, That for his own Part, Mr Caiwall 
rather pay others for fighting than fight himſelf : 
thought it more —— for Great Britain to 
enjoy Peace at Home, in order 
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— x the Motion for Supply the ſame was carry'd in the 
* AR 3 Affirmative, by 164 againſt 1 

April 9. Mr Farrer — the ful Reſolution to the 

Houſe, 8 Co but _ 

Afr Shippen. Mr Shippen, Mr Hungerford, Mr Hutcheſon, Mr Smith, 

4 = = ay Mr Herne, and others, inſiſted again on the Unparliamen- 

Mr j. Smith, tarineſs of aſking 24 without an Eſtimate 

of the Expence ; and either to preſent an Addreſs 

to the King, to aſſure hi That the Houſe would effectually 

make good all the his Majeſty ſhould think pro- 

to enter into; or that his Majedy be defir'd to diſband 

Baar towards the new 

Alliances. Both theſe Expedients were oppos d by General 

Stanhope, Mr R. Walpole, Mr Hor. Walpole, Mr * Bailie, 

and Mr ; the laſt of whom in particular, in 

rn Manner of asking 

and granting Supplies, was unparliamentary and unprece- 

dented, ſaid, That he remember d about ten or eleven Venn 


r | 
out laying any Eſtimate before the Commons. To this, 

Mr Compton. Mr. Speaker ſaid, © He wonder'd that Gentleman would bring 
in as a Precedent, a Buſineſs that was tranſacted ſo many 
| Years ago, and which was not to the preſent Caſe. 

Mr Hampden Whereupon Mr. Hampden reply'd, * That he did not ther 
by intend to reflect upon Mr. Speaker, fince he had the Hon- 
our to vote with him upon that Occaſion." After this the 
Reſolutiap for granting a Suppl 

The Motion for 3 fuck deatores with Foreign 


Supply againſt 
bieden, agreed 


49- 

This Point being ſo hard run, was generally ſuppos'd to 
be owing to a Party in the Houſe, which were faid to be 
under the Influence of the Leod Townihend ; Hereupon that 
very Evening his Majeſty order'd his to be remov'd 
from the Poit of Lord Lieutenant of I ; and the nen 
Morning Mr. Robert Walpole, Mr. Methuen and Mr. Wil. 


Pulteney refign'd their Places. 
| » he Harb, 


— according ta Order, A Bill for redeeming the Duties on Houſes, 
Daze in Has 6 &c. Upon the bringing in of this Bill Mr. Walpole gave 
the Houfe with bi the Houſe a Hint of his having reſigu'd his Places, 22 
Nan ing, That he now preſented that Bill as a Country Gentle- 
UF 


* Mad: Oe of the c Jerers of the Trzaſury in this Seſſion. 
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tuo Fathers; and that his Succeſſor would take care to bring 
it to Perfection. | 
April 12. The Commons went into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, to conſider of the Supply granted ro his Maje- 
ty ; and Gen. Stanhope + having made a Motion for 
granting to his Majeity the Sum of 250,000 l. to enable him 


to concert Meaſures ay ainſt Sweden; there was for a Minute ge 


or two a great Silence in the Houſe. Ar Pulteney, who 


_ broke it firſt, exprets'd his Surprize at it; and added, © That 


as for his Part, he had not yer ſaid any Thing to this Matter, 
becauſe he thou git it inconititent with Decency to oppoſe a 
Motion that came from the Court, while he had the Honour 
to be his Majeſty's immediate Servant ; but that having re- 


fign'd his Place, that he might act with the Freedom becom- 


ing an Engliſhman, he could not forbear declaring againſt 


the granting a Supply, in a Manner altogether unparliamen- 
and unprecedented : That he could not periuade him- 
ſelf, that any Engliſhman advis'd his Majeſty to fend ſuch 


Anno 3. Geo. I. 
1717. 


Cen. Stanhope 
moves for 250, l. 
to be grant to the 
K's, ayaumt Swe 
n., 


Debate thercon. 


Mr W. Pultenev; 
vr ho acquiuns the 
Houte with his ha- 


ing refign'd his 
Place. 


a Meſſage; but he doubted not, but the Reſolutions of a 


Britiſh Parliament would make a German Miniſtry tremble.” 
He was ſeconded by the Lord Finch, who even found Fault 


Lord Finck. 


with ſome Steps that had been taken in Relation to the Af- 


fairs of the Northern Alliance; and ſaid, © That it appear d 


by the Memorial preſented by the Ruſſian Miniſter, and by 
the Anſwer return d, that ſuch Meaſures had been purſu'd as 
were like to engage us in a Quarrel with the Czar.” Upon 


this Gen. Stanhope ſpoke in Vindication of the King and his 


Miniſters, in Relation both to the Czar and the King of Swe- 
den. With Reſpect to the firſt, IIe ſaid, That he had hi- 
therto been obliged to be ſilent; but that he was now at Li- 
berty to ſet this Matter in a clear Light, and to acquaint 
the Houſe, That the Coldneſs which appear'd of late between 
the King and the Czar, proceeded from his Majeſty's refu- 
ling to become Guarantee of his Czariſn Majeſty's Conquetts ; 
and from his Majetty's ſoliciting the Czar to withdraw his 
Troops from the Dutchy of Mecklemburg : That as to the 
firſt of thoſe Matters, his Majefty's Conduct deſerv d the Ap- 
plauſe and the Thanks of a Britiſh Parliament, ſince it ap- 
pear'd thereby, that his Majeſty was tender not to engage 
the Nation in F oreign Quarrels : That this, indeed, had 
been his Majeſty's principal Care, ſince his happy Acceſſion 
to the Throne ; and he might aſſure them, that Great Bri- 


tain was entirely free from any Engagements, and at Liberty 


to follow ſuch Meaſures as beit ſuit with her Intereſt : That 
as for the Initances which his Majeſty has caus'd to be made 

Vor. I. Q with 
T Made fit Ld. Commiſſioner of the Jer and Chancellor of the Ex- 
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anno 3. Geo.l- with the Czar, and the Meaſures he may have concerted, to 
ett the Ruſſian Troops out of the Dutchy of Mecklemburg, 


his Majeſty has acted in all this as Elector and Prince of the 
Empire: That he was perſwaded, all the Gentlemen there 
would agree with him, that the King's Dignity, as King of 
Great Britain, was never u to tie up his Hands 
with reſpect to his Intereſts in Germany, and a Prince of the | 
Empire: But beſides, he muſt deſire Gentlemen to conſider, 
That long before his Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Crown, 
Great Britain was in ſtrict Union with the Emperor and Em- 


pire ; ſo that if, by Virtue of ancient Alliances, the Empe- | 


ror ſhould require Great Britain to uſe thoſe Inſtances with | 
the Czar, which the King has made only as Elector of Ha. 
nover, Great Britain could not avoid complying with his 
| Requeſt: That in Relation to Sweden, the King's Conduct 
was not only blameleſs and unſpotted, but worthy of the 
higheſt Commendations : That in the late Queen's Time, 
Great Britain interpos d to procure a Neutrality in the North, 


whereby f 

ſeſſions in the Empire: That the Regency at 
agreed to this Overture; but that the King of Sweden re. 
jected it with Haughtineſs and the utmoſt Scorn, declaring, he 
would uſe thoſe as his Enemies, who ſhould pretend to impoſe 
ſuch a Neutrality upon him : That during | 
of that Negotiation, the King, then Elector of Hanover, 


the King of Sweden might have preſerv'd his Po.. 
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him in it : That as, on the one Hand, he never 
pularity ; ſo, on the other Hand, when the 
Country 
Thoughts with the Liberty 
without any Regard to the Miniſters : That he did not 
tend to be thoroughly acquainted with Affairs abroad; b 
having had the Honour to fit fo in 
ſo a Variety of Buſineſs, both foreign 
hf af been debated, he might preſume to have 
Knowledge of them : That, however he would not fay any 
Thing to what had been advanced by the honourable Mem- 


ber who ſpoke laſt ; but if an Eſtimate of the Conduct of the 


Miniſtry, in relation to Affairs Abroad, was to be made by 
a Compariſon of their Conduct at Home, he was ſure they 
altogether ſo faultleſs as they were repre- 
ſented. Woas it not a Miſtake, added he, not to the 
Peace at Home, after the King was came ta the Throne, 
with the univerſal Applauſe and j Acclamations 
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Acceſ- 
ſome 
Share 


ſome 
Indemnity 


King was, indeed, come to the Throne with the joyful 
Qz Accla · 


Mr Barrington Shute, Member for Berwick, ſaid. That Mr Puring'on | 
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Acclamations of moſt of his Subjects; but that the Diſaffec- 
tion that appear'd ſoon after, did not proceed from the ill 
Conduct of his Miniſters, but ſolely from the Removal of 
ſome Perſons in great Employments : That nevertheleſs, in 


the Changes that were then made, his Majeſty had follow'd | 


the Rules of Prudence, ſuſtice, and Gratitude, fince he ad- 
vanc'd thoſe, who, in the worit of 'Times, had given un- 
doubted Proofs of their Affection and Attachment to his In- 
tereit, in the Room of thoſe who had been preferr'd in the 
laſt Reign, as the fitteſt Initruments to deſtroy the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, even before it took Place, and who had ſince been 


in open Rebellion againſt his Majeſty: That as for the other 


Mistakes charg'd upon the Adminiſtration, they might be 
reduc d to theſe two, viz. The not paſſing the Act of Indem- 
nity, and the Deũgn to repeal the Occaſional Bill: That as 
to the firſt, there were various Opinions about it; and con- 
ſidering the reſtleſs Spirit of the diſcontented Party, it was 
hard to determine, whether an Indemnity was a proper Way 
to reduce them; tice it was notorious, that the repeated In- 
ſtances of Clemency whici his Xlajeſty has given ſince his 
Acceſſion, have been abus'd and deſpis d: That as to the 
Repeal cf the Acts againſt the Diſſenters, nothing, in his 
Opinion, was either more juſt or reaſonable ; and he could 
not but wonder, that a Gentleman [ meaning Mr Fohn Smith] 
who had been turn d out of his Employment in the laſt Reign, 
and reſtor d fince the King's coming to the Crown, ſhould ac- 
count it a Miſtake, on the one Hand, not to grant an In- 
demnity to his Majeſly's declar'd Enemies ; and a Miſtake, 


on the other Hand, to make his Majeſty's undoubted Friends 


eaſy.” | 

Mr Smith, after an Explanation demanded and given, 
about his being turn'd out of Place and reſtor'd, reply'd to 
the laſt Part of Mr Shute's Speech, © That he ever was for 
allowing Liberty of Conſcience to the Diſſenters, and had 
even voted againſt the Occafional Bill ; but that the fame 
being paſs d into a Law, it was his Opinion, that it could 


not be repeal'd without dilquieting the whole Nation.“ 


| Mr Longe. 


Mr Yonge, * Member for Honiton, ſpoke next, and ſuid 

* That ſome Days before, he had been againſt the Motion, 
for granting a Supply upon the King's Meſſage, becauſe he 
thought it unparliamentary ; and it was then his Opinion to 
2ddreſs the King to enter into ſuch Engagements as his 
Majeſty ſhall think proper, and that the Commons would 
make good the ſame ; but that, ſince the Majority of the 
Houſe had determin'd to grant a Supply, they had brought 
themſelves to this Dilemma, either to grant what was afk d 
25 


One of the Comm:ioners fer Mating the Debts die to te A 


=o 

as neceſſary for the Service, or to tell the King, that that 
Service mult remain unperform'd, which they in 2 Man- 
ner determin'd to be neceilary, by granting a Supply.” 
This Speech was back'd by Mr Gould, who own'd, That 
we could not carry en our Trade to the Baltick, without 
bringing the King of Sweden to Reaſon, and therefore he 
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Mr Gould. 


wis for granting this Supply.” Mr Robert Walpole, who Mr k. Walpole. 


brought up the Rexr, ſaid, That having already ſpoken 
for the Svpply, le would not refuſe the Court his Vote, 
and the Sum being nam'd, he was for granting it. Here- 
upon, it was carry'd without dividing, that a Sum not ex- 
ceeding 250,909 |. be granted, to enable his Majeſty to 
concert ſuci Meaſures with Foreign Princes and States, as 
may prevent any Charge or Apprehenſions from the De- 
ſigno of Sweden for the future. 

April 13. Mr Farrer having reported this Reſolution to 
the Houſe, ſome. of the Members endeavour'd to render it 
ineffectual, by moving that it Hould be re-committed. To 
debate this Motion with more Freedom, Mr Bromley, tak- 
ing Notice that ſeveral Peers, and others, were got into the 
Houſe, mov'd, that the Houſe be clear'd of all Strangers; 
which being done accordingly, Mr Shippen inſiſted on the 
recommitting of the Reſolution in Queition. He was ſe- 
conded by Mr Hungerford, Sir Thomas Hanmer, Mr Herne, 
and Mr Lawſon : But the other Party call'd for the Que- 
ſtion ; and the faid Reſolution being read a ſecond Time, 
was agreed to by a Majority of 153 againſt 132. 

April 16. Mr Boſcawen * having acquainted the Houſe 


with his Majeſty's Defire, that they would adjourn till the 


6th of May, the Houſe accordingly adjourn'd to that Day. 
May 6. The King went to the Foul: of Lords, and the 

Commons attending, his Majeity commanded the Lord 

Chancellor to read the following Speech to both Houſes : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
* * is with great Satisfaction that, after this ſhort Re- 
I cels, I can acquaint you with the certain Advice I have 


A receiv'd, that my Fleet is ſafely arriv'd in the Sound, 


* which, by the Bleſſing of Almighty God, will ſecure 
* theſe Kingdoms againſt any immediate Danger of an 
* Invaſion. | 

I have, by theſe Means, an Opportunity, which is 


very acceptable to me, of making a conſiderable Reduc- 


tion in our Land-Forces, having eftabliſh'd it as a Rule 
* with my ſelf, to conſult the Eaſe of my People in every 
* Thing, ſo far as is conſiſtent with their Safety. And, 
for my own Part, as I ſhall always place my G 


® Comptroller of the HowſholJ, 


Mr W. Bromley. 


Mr Shippen. 

Mr Hu:gerford. 
Sir Tho. Hanmer. 
Mr Herne. 

Mr Lawſon. 

The Houſe vote 
250,000 l. to the 
Klug, againſt 
Sweden. 


King's Speech. 
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anno x. Geo. l. 4 jn the Proſperity of my Subjects, ſo I ſhall 22 
AYR * that my Power may be founded in their Affections 
| It is upon theſe Conſiderations, that I have given Or. 
« ders for the immediate reducing of ten thouſand Men. 
That nothing may be wanting in me to quiet the 
% Minds of all my Subjects, I have likewiſe given Direc- 
* tions to prepare an Act of Grace; and however it may be 


1 rer Ruin of 


« their Country, I promiſe my ſelf, that it will raiſe a due 
0 Senſe of Gratitude in all ſuch as have been artfully miſled 


promi 
© the Uſes to which you defgn'd them. 
| « I ſhall order ſuch faithful Accounts to be laid before 


* and Gent! 
„ The Year being fo far advanc'd, 1 hope you will go 


through the publick Bufineſs with all 

« and Unanimity, it being my Intention to meet you 

the next Winter, that the Sitting of Parliament may be 
— uſual and convenient Seaſon. 


Mr Walpo'e vin upon v 
dicates 
there en. 


** 1 — to the 
Country but 0 ft rd a Man found 
with, for laying down one of the 
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& a. 
; : That, for his own part, if he would have 
e Kingdom 
— with ſome Meaſures, it had nor be 
of any of the preſent Miniſters to remove him ; but that 
had Reaſons for reſigning his Employments, wi 
he had acquainted his Majeſty, and mi 


* 
5 
Er 


Time. Upon this repreſented, 
— ——— be amended 


and rec- 
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the Treaſi , to make 


| The Commons 
Addreſs. 
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Anno 3. Geo. 1. future pony; _ : ſuch _ 1 of your great 
2 Wiſdom and Goodneſs, as muit for ever endear your 
WW", Majeſly to all your Subjects. 
We are bound to expreſs our juſt Satisfaction in vour 
gracious Intentions of Mercy, às being highly conducive 
* to the Tranquility of the Kingdom, and a convincing 
Proof of your Majeſty's Defire to reign in the Atiections 
© of all your Subjects. | 
We have ſo often experienc'd the happy Effects of the 
Confidence we have repos'd in your Mzjeit;,, that we can 
never entertain any Doubt of the due Application of any 
Supplies granted by us; and de receive, in the molt du- 
* tiful and affectionate Manner, your Majeny's Promiſe to 
© lay the Accounts of ſuch Application before us, as a great 
Inſtance of your j uſtice to the Nation. | f 
We are truly ſenſible how much the Eaſe and Proſpe. 
* rity of your Subjects depends on the accompliſhing that 
great and neceſſary Work, of reducing the publick Debt, 
and are reſoly'd to carry it on in the molt effectual Man- 
ner, with juſt Regard to Parliamentary Credit. 1 
We are likewile refolv'd, by the Diſpatch and Unani- | 
© mity of our Proceedings, to convince the World, that we | 
© are inviolably engag'd in Duty and Affection to your | 
* moſt ſacred Perſon and Government, on the Support of | 
which the Welfare and Happineſs of theſe Kingdoms, 
* under God, entirely depend.” 


Rena After the reading the above Addreſs, Mr Shippen mov d 
the Ad:rels, to have it recommitted ; and that an Amendment might be 
made to that Part of it which relates to the Army, which 

he propos d to be as follows, viz. That nothing could 

more endear his Majeſty to all his Subjects, than the re. 

ducing the Land- Forces to the old Eſtabliſhment of Guard 

and Garriſons, ſuch as his Majeſty found it at his Acceſſion 

Debate thereon, to the Crown.” To ſupport his Motion, he repreſented the 
Danger of a ſtanding Army; urging, * That in Cromwel's 
Time, a Force much leſs than what will remain in Great | 
Britain after the Reduction propos d, had overturn'd te 
Monarchy, abolith'd Epiſcopacy, put down the Houſe gf 
— Peers, and driven the Commons from their Seats. He W 
Mr Herne, ſeconded by Mr Bromley, and back d by Mr Herne and 
a General Roſs; but they were oppos d by General Stanhope, 
An We, Mr Robert Walpole, and alſo by Mr Pulteney ; who de- 
dts W. Pultency. clar d, That before the Diſcovery of the late Swediſh Con- 
ſpiracy, while he had the Honour to ſerve his Majeſty a 

Secretary at War, he had recciv'd ſuch Directions as ſhew'd | 

his Majeſty's Intentions, at that Time, to reduce ſtill 2 | 

greater Number of Forces, than was now propos'd ; and 
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therefore he did not doubt but his Majeſty would do it as Anno 3. Geo. 
ſoon as the Safety of his Kingdoms would admit of it.” He WIR 
added, That, in his Opinion, the Nation had no Reaſon 
to fear any Thing from an Army, who, for near thirty Years | 
paſt, had given fignal Proofs of their firm Adherence to the 
Proteſtant Intereſt, and of their Zeal to maintain the Liber- 
ties of their Country ; and that if there was any at 
preſent, it was only from Foreign Counſels.” At length the 


ry d in the N 
May 8. Mr Pulteney acqi | the H > * That he 2%. ny 


of ſome Miſmanagements, and Imbezle- imbezlement ofthe 


blick Money, in relation to the 6000 Dutch relation to 6029. 
Dutch Troops, &. 


two Addreſſes to his Maje- 
ity ; One for an Account of the Money given for the 
Payment of the 6000 Dutch Troops taken into his Majeſty's 


| ive Head; the 
Other for an Account of the Diſtribution of the Extraordi- 
naries and Contingencies iſlued out for the Service perform d 


in North Britain during the late Rebellion. 


May 9. The Houſe preſented their Addreſs of Thanks to 
the King for his Speech, who returned the following Anſwer : 


have given to make a Reduction in the Army, and my Thanks, 
** Intentions to grant an Act of Grace, are ſo much to the 
Satisfaction of my faithful Commons. 
© I thank you for the hearty Allurances you give me of 


Gentlemen, 3 | 
Deren find the Directions I Te, e 


your Affections to my Perſon and Government; and ſhall 


„ always make ſuch an Uſe of the Confidence you repoſe in 
me, as may be moſt for the Advantage of my People. 
May 12. A warm Debate aroſe on a very odd Occaſion: - 8 

Sir William Wyndham having mov d, That Dr Snape be moves for Dr Snape 

defir'd to preach before the Houſe at St Margaret's, Weſt- d. Heu on whe 

minſter, upon the 29th of May; he was ſeconded by Mr 9 «f May: 

Shippen, and back'd by all the Members who had lately re- zn pn. 

bgn'd their Employments. Mr Horatio Walpole, who ſpoke Mc . War. 

— — * That it was unuſual, on ſuch. 

to put egative on any Man, whom a Mem- 
tre that Houle had thought fit to name ; and that Dr 
was not only a Perſon of Merit and great Learning, 

but had likewiſe the Honour to be one of his Majeſty's = 

Chaplains.” Mr Robert Walpole ſaid, That he knew Dr > K. Wages 

Snape to be a very learned, and a very honeſt Man: That 
Vor. I R he 


1 

Anne 3. Geo. l. he had not only entruſted him with the Education of his own 
LAS Children, but alſo recommended the Sons of the Duke of 
8 Devonſhire and Lord Townſhend to his Care; and there. 
| fore he could not but think, that he might be truſted with 
Mr Leckmere, Preaching a Sermon before that Aſſembly.” Mr Lechmere 
oppos d them, and ſaid, That he could not but wonder, 

that a Member who had been one of the Managers agai 
Dr Sacheverel, ſhould now ſpeak in Behalf of a Divine who 
had aſſerted the ſame Notions of Paſſive Obedience and Non- 
Reſiſtance, for which the other had been proſecuted ; and 
who had lately attack'd a ſtrenuous and worthy Champion 
Mr Aiſabie. of the Revolution and Proteſtant Succeſhon.' Mr Aiſlabie 


anſwer d, That he gave his Vote to Dr Snape, becauſe he 


look'd upon him as a learned and honeſt Man : And as for 
having written againſt the Biſhop of Bangor's [Dr Headly] 
Sermon, he did not think it a ſufficient Reaſon to put upon 
him a Negative, which would be prejudging of a Contro- 
verſy that did not properly belong to their Cognizance.' 


Lord Guernſey. The Lord Guernſey alſo ſpoke in Behalf of Dr Snape; and 
Mr Hungerford, Mr Hungerford ſaid, That if the Court had not interpos d 
the Doctor might have ſhewn the Biſhop fine Sport; but that 
the King having order'd his Miniſters to diſband Part of the 
A had, by Miſtake, diſbanded the Convocation.” 


__ * 
| illiam Wyndham's Motion being thus ſtrongly ſup- 
and Mr Lechmere being back'd only by Sir Jo- 
Jekyll, Mr Boſcawen, Mr Treby, and a few more, 
Treby. the Queſtion was put, and carry'd in the Affirmative, by 


141 Voices againſt 131 ; and Sir William Wyndham and | 


Mr Shippen were ordered to acquaint Dr Snape with the De- 
fire of the Houſe. 
An Addrefsrefolve May 15. It was refolv'd to addreſs his Majeſty to gie 
Paantpanagten af Directions to the Commiſſioner of Tranſports to lay before 
the 6ooo Dutch this Houſe all ſuch Directions as he has receiv'd or gi 
* and ſuch Letters and Papers as are in his Hands relating to 
the Tranſportation of the Dutch Troops, and all Account 
RE and Demands relating thereto. | „„ 
Motion fr eng May 18. After the diſpatching of private Buſineſs, Mr. 
mas be Hungerſord mov'd, That Leave be given to bring in 3 
Bill for examining, taking, and ſtating the publick Accounts 
of the Ki He was ſeconded by Mr. Horatio Wal- 
le ; but the Queſtion being put, it paſs'd in the Negative. 
1 20. The Commons Lo reſolv d — int . 
jen Stanhope Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider farther of Ways 
Houle the Prop: and Means for raiſing the Supply granted to his Majeſty, 
— the South-Sea Company, and of the Bank of England, which 
were read, and which the Reader will find in the YOTES 
of this Seſſion | 
Aſter 


( 131 ) 

After the Reading of theſe Propoſals, . 
le rais d Objections againſt them, particularly 

* er mayo. pany. 3 
Hutcheſon, who * 21 to ſhew, That he? Nati- i 
on would ſcarce gain this Year 100,000 |. by tnat 
and therefore he was for putting off this Aﬀair 'till the next 
Seſſion, to give the Communities Time to make more reaſon- 
— ou He was anſwer'd by Mr. Lowndes, Mem- r Lowndes, 
ber for St. Maw's, who ſaid, He had much ado to find out 
the Meaning of the Member who ſpoke laſt ; that in 


ma 


. 
Mr Hucheion. 


a - » 
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n fame Speech he had advanc'd, That the Nation gain 
BH 8 this Year, and then own'd that the Nation gain 
e 100,000 I. That ſuppoſing the Gain to than 
r the laſt mention'd Sum, yet the Propoſal South-Sea 
] Company was not to be rejected, fince it would enable 
n the Nation to n to reduce the publick Debts. That 
> in caſe the uni were not 
Y thought reaſonable, nothing, in his Opinion, could be more 


— 
3 
- 


 effectual to bring the Communities to Reaſon, than a 
| that Houſe ; and therefore the Commons needed but d 
their Intentions, and he did not doubt but the Communities 
| would comply therewith.” After Mr. Hutcheſon had reply'd 
| ſomething by Way of Explanation, Mr. Hungerford faid, Mr musst 
*That for his own Part, he ever was of „that the 
Parliamentary Faith ought to be preſerv d untouch'd and 
| inviolable; that by keeping up the National Credit, 1 
vas glutted with Money, and was become the general 
of Europe, while moſt of the neighbouring States were re- 
. due d to Streights, and wanted Specie. That France had loſt 
her Credit, or rather never had any; and if there was any 
e Money in that Kingdom, twas in the Hands of the Re- 
e | gent; for what Purpoſe he could not tell. That though the 
„ Parliamentary Faith ought to remain inviolate, yet he did 
0 not doubt, but the Wiſdom of the Repreſentatives of the 
5 Nation could find legal Ways to reduce the Intereſt of publick 
Securities, ſince the Parliamentary Faith conſiſted only in the 
. ſecuring the Pay ment of the Capital Sums advanc'd * pri- 
3 | nate Perſons ds Uſe of the Publick. That he did noc 
s | underſtand why the Publick ſhould pay a higher Intereſt than 
- | aprivate Man. That he knew by Experience, and in the 
Courſe of his Buſineſs, that 3 may be had at 41. per 
a Cent. on good Securities; that there was on the Floor a 
fs Member of the Houſe who had lent him 20,000 l. at that 
7 Rate ; and therefore it was to be hop'd, that the Communi- 
dies duly weighing all this, would offer to the Houſe more 
| reaſonable Propoſals.” Mr. John Smith back d Mr. Hunger, Mr $, out, 
R 2 tor 


Hy 
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| | C vas | 
a z. Seo. IL. ford, and faid, That one would have expected, that the 


Communities and money d Men, who, to make themſelyes 
popular, boaſt of their Zeal for the preſent Government, 
ſhould, on this Occaſion, have given convincing Proofs of 


It, by contributing more than they offer d to do, towards re- 


ducing the publick Debts, and eaſing the landed Men, who 
for ſo many Years have born the greateit Part of the Nation- 
al Burdens. That, in his Opinion, it was of dangerous Con- 

to borrow Money of the Communities upon the 


Foot of their Propoſals, ſince by the granting them a Term 


of Years, the Parliament debarr'd themſelves of the Liberty 
of taxing publick Funds, which they had a Right to do, in 
caſe of extreme Neceſſity, without violating the Parliamenta- 
ry Faith. That, for his own Part, he thought the Commu- 
nities ought to be ſatisfy d with one Year's Notice; but the 
Seaſon being fo far advanc'd, that there could not be above 
five Months before the next Seſſion, he was for putting of 
this Buſineis till then; and, in the mean Time, the Com- 


munities might maturely conſider of it.” Upon this, Mr. 
Hopkins, Member for Ilcheſter, replied, © That he had as 


great a Regard to the landed, as to the money'd Intereſt ; 
not only becauſe he had, God be thank'd, ſome Land of his 
own, but alſo becauſe he was fatisfy'd that the landed and 
money d [Intereſts are entirely the ſame, ſince the Value of 
Land riſes or falls in Proportion to the Plenty or Scarcity of 
Money. That in the Courſe of Buſineſs, it is uſual for thoſe 
who borrow, to propoſe ſome Advantage to the Lenders; 
but that on this Occaſion, the Communities were ſo far from 
getting any Thing by advancing Money to the Government, 
that, on the contrary, they ſacriſic d their own Intereſt to that 
of the Publick. That if the Thing was rightly confider'd, it 
would be found, that the Perſons concern'd in the South-Sea 
Stock, by contenting themſelves with an Intereſt of 5 l. per 
Cent. initead of fix, to which they are intituled by an A& 
of Parliament, did, in Reality, loſe 201. in every 120 l. ſo 
that the Company, by accepting the fame Annuity for 
twelve Millions which they had before for ten, did in Efſfett 
preſent the Government with two Millions, which being ap- 
ply d to the paying off the Lotteries and other redeemable 
Funds, great Advantages might thereby accrue to the Pub- 
lick. That he could not forbear taking Notice of what had 


been ſuggeſted by ſome People without, That the Intereſt of 


the publick Funds might be reduc'd at once by an Act of Par- 
lament ; but that he hop'd no ſuch Thing was ever intend- 


* This Gentleman bel! no Place or Employment; bt an Accrnt of li. 
voy remoritacle Charafer may te cr in MJ Ethic Epifles, Eqi II 
Lim 37. 
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that ſat in that Houſe; for, in his Opinion, it anno. Cee. 1. 
2 = be done without violating the Parliamentary Faith, — 
and giving a dangerous Wound to publick Credit. This 
Speech was anſwer d by Mr. Aiſlabie, who took Notice, Mr Aiflabie. 
That of late Years the Companies of money'd Men were 
grown ſo proud as not only to treat familiarly with the Par- 
| liament, but ever to pretend to dictate to them; that there- 
fore it was high I'1me to give them a Check, and let them 
know, that the landed Mien, and their Repreſentatives, were 
Maſters of the muta Spring and Stock of the Wealth and 
Strength of tae Kingdom : And, concluded, for putting off 
this Buſineſs till the next Seſſion. Hereupon Colonel 
Biaden, Member for Stockbridge, ſhew'd, how dangerous Col. Bluden. 
it was to delay an Aiair of ſo great Importance; and he 
was back d by Sir Fiſher Tench, Member for Southwark. sir Fiſher Tenck. 
On the other Hand, Mr Pulteney faid, © He did not know ur w. Pulteney. 
what private Advantage ſome Perſons might have in accepting 
the Propoſal of the South-Sea Company; but that, in his 
Opinion, no Term of Years ought to be granted, or, at moſt, 
not above three Vears. General Stanhope, being ſenſible that Gen. Stanhope. 
the Oppoſition made againſt the Propoſals of the Communi- 
ties, and the Reflection of private Advantage, were chiefly 
level'd againſt him, thought fit to vindicate himſelf: * He 
ingenuouſly own'd his Incapacity for che Affairs of the Trea- 
ſury, which were ſo remote from his Studies and Inclinati- 
on, that therefore he would fain have kept the Employ- 
ment he had before, which was both more eaſy, and more 
profitable to him ; but that he thought it his Duty to obey 
the King's Commands. That, however, he would endea- 
vour to make up, by Application, Honeſty, and Diſintereſt- 
edneſs, what he wanted in Abilities and Experience. That 
he would content himſelf with the Salary and lawful Perqui- 
ſites of his Office; and though he had quitted a better Place, 
he would not quarter himſelf upon any Body to make it up; 
that he had no Brothers, nor other Relations, to provide for ; 
and that, upon his firſt entring into the Treaſury, he had 
made a ſtanding Order againſt the late Practice of granting 
Reverſions of Places. Mr Walpole, who thought himſelf turn. watpote. 
reflected on in what Gen. Stanhope had ſaid, reply'd with ho. 
great Warmth, complaining of Breach of Friendſhip, and 
betraying private Converſation, * He frankly own'd, That 
while he was in Employment, he had endeavour'd to ferve 
his Friends and Relations ; than which, in his Opinion, no- 
taing was more reaſonable, or more juſt : That as to the 
granting Reverſions, he was willing to acquaint the Houſe 
ah the Meaning of it: That he had no Objections againſt 


the 
* Comptroller of the Mint 


Anno 3. Geo. I. 
1717, 


for the ſaid Reverſion; but that he was wiſer than to com- 


Air Margo rfurd, 


Sir J. Jckyll. 


i: Aiſabie. 


/ 


: Boicyrwer.. 


mel be a greater Nlisfortune, if they ſhould go cut with 
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the German Miniſters, whom his Majeſty brought with him 
from Hanover, and who, as far as he had obferv'd, had all 
along behav'd themſelves like Men of Honour ; but that 
there was a mean Fellow, of what Nation he could not tell, 
who took upon him to diſpoſe of Employments ; that this 
Man having obtain'd the Grant of a Reverſion, deſign'd 
for his Son, Mr Walpole thought it too good for him, and 
therefore kept it for his own Son. That thereupon that 
Foreigner was fo faucy as to demand of him the Sum of 
25001. under Pretence, that he had been offer'd fo much 


ply with his Demand. And that one of the chief Reaſons 


that made him reſign his Places, was, becauſe he would not 


connive at ſome Things that were carrying on. General 
Stanhope anſwer'd; Mr Walpole reply'd ; and ſome hard 
Expreſſions having eſcap'd them in the Heat of the Diſ- 
pute, Mr Hungerford endeavour d to put a Stop to it. I 


am ſorry, ſaid he, to ſee theſe two great Men fall foul on 


one another; however, in my Opinion, we muſt full look 
upon them as Patriots, and Fathers of their Country ; and 
ſince they have, by Miſchance, diſcover d their Nakedneſs, 
we ought, according to the Cuſtom of the Eaſt, as the 
Scripture tells us, cover it by turning our Back upon them. 
He added, That this unlucky Accident had, however, pro- 
duc'd ſome Good, in that it had reveal'd a Piece of ſecret 
Hiſtory, viz. the ſcandalous Practice of felling Places and 
Reverſions; and therefore he mov'd, That the honourable 
Member who made the Diſcovery, might be call'd upon 


to name the Perſon.” No Body ſeconding this Motion, 


Sir Joſeph Jekyll“ brought back the Attention of the Af 
ſembly to the Buſineſs under Conſideration, and ſhew'd the 
Danger of putting off till the next Winter, the Concluſion 
of an Affair of fo great Conſequence. He was back d by 
Mr Aiſlabie, who ſaid, That as he never deſign'd, fo he 
would not be thought to oppoſe any Thing that carry'd the 
Face of publick Good ; and therefore he was an]. a 
t 


to the South-Sea Company the Term of Years 


been mention'd, viz. fix Years, and a Year's Notice.” The 

ueſtion being put thereupon, it was carry'd without di- 
2 The . * the Chair, Mr Boſ- 
cawen acted the Part of a common Friend between General 
Stanhope and Mr Walpole, faying, * That it was melan- 
choly to ſee that any Difference ſhould happen betweer 
thoſe two worthy Members, unbecoming their own Cha- 
a&ters, ahd the Dignity of that Aﬀembly ; bur that twoulu 


a 
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any Reſentment ; and therefore he mov'd, That the Houſe 
would lay their Commands upon them, that no farther 
Notice be taken of what had paſs d. Mr Methuen ſecond- 
ed Mr Boſcawen, whoſe Motion being unan:mouſly agreed 
to, the Speaker put it immediately in Execution. 
' May 21. Mr Pulteney, made Obſervations on ſome Pa- 

which, that Day, had been laid before the Houſe by 
Mr Coleby, the Commiſſioner for 'Tranſports, relating to 
theTranſportation of the Dutch Troops in November 1715, 
and ſuggeſted, That the Perſon who was entruſted with the 
Management of that Affair, [meaning the Lord Cadogan] 
had defrauded the Publick, on ſeveral Articles ; and, that 
the Houſe might be thoroughly inform'd of the whole 
Matter, he mov'd, That his Majeſty be _—_ for the 
ſeveral Papers that might give Light into that Tranſporta- 
tion. 2 ſeconded a back'd by ſeveral Members ; 
upon which it was reſolv'd and order d, to preſent four Ad- 
drefles to his Majeſty, viz. I. For an Account of the Par- 
ticulars of the Sum of 2106/7. 12 5. 84. with Copies of 


Anno 3. Geo. I. 
1717. 


Mr Methuen. 


Mr Pu! moves 
— — 
to de laid before 


the Houſe rel. iting 
to the 000 Dutch 


Troops, 


the Vouchers for paying the ſame, charg'd for bringing 


the 6000 Dutch Troops from their reſpective Garriſons to 
Oftend, in order to embark for Great Britain, at the Time 
of the late Rebellion. II. An Account of the Particulars 
of the Sum of 992 /. 35. 64. with Copies of the Vouch- 
ers, &c. for Tents, Sacks, and other Neceſſaries ſaid to be 
deliver d to the ſaid 6000 Dutch Forces. III. Copies of 
All the Contracts made for tranſporting the ſaid Troops to 
Great Britain, and Copies of all Vouchers for paying any 
Sums of Money relating to the ſame. And, IV. An Ac- 
count of all the Bills of Exchange drawn from Abroad upon 
the reſpective Offices of Great Britain, in the Years 1715 
and 1716, for, or on Account of, the late Rebellion. 
May 22. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Houſe on Ways and Means, took into Conſideration the 
Propoſal of the Bank of England, for advancing Money to 
the Government ; upon which there aroſe a Debate, that 
lated three or four Hours, and then the farther Conſidera- 
tion of that Matter was put off till the 24th, when the 
Committee came to ſeveral Reſolutions ; and Mr 8 
having reſum'd the Chair, the Report of the Reſolutions 
relating to the South-Sea Company, and the Bank of Eng- 
land, was order'd to be receiv'd upon that Day Se'nnight ; 
but the Governor and Directors of the Bank of England 
having made a Demur upon accepting the Conditions offer'd 
them by the Commons, before they had held a General 
Court, the ſaid Report was, on the 31ſt of May, farther 
adjourn'd to the 6th of June, 
May 


The Confuleration 
of the Proyoals 
from the Bank ant 
South-Scea Com- 


pany put off. 
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— Geo. I. May 24. The Houſe reſolv d to addreſs his Majeſty, 

VR. That ſuch Directions as were ſent to his Miniſters in Hol- 

The Heuſe reſolve land, and their Anſwers, as far as they relate to the EX 
coat ng tothe Pence of the Dutch Troops, be laid before the Houle. 

Goon Dutch Props. May 27. The Lords ſent a Meſſage to the Commons to 

Ae e dee acquaint them that their Lordſhips had appointed the 13th 

wat the? lte d of June, for the Trial of the Earl of Oxford. | 
the Earl. t Ox- May 30. The Commons having taken the ſaid 4 
f 
Several 


in into Conſideration, appointed a Committee to conſider o 

Cane, >"; State of the Impeachment againſt the ſaid Earl. 

Six ey ut Ken. Members of the Secret Committee, wi.o firſt puſh'd on that 

mittee. Proſecution, being call'd up to the Houle ot Peers, as Sir 
Richard Onſlow, the Lord Coningsby, and Sir Robert Marſh- 
am; ſome abſent, and others grown remiſs and indifferent 
in the Matter, it was thought proper to ſupply thoſe Deiedts, 
by adding to the remaining Members of the faid Secret 
Committee, Mr. Carter, Sir William Thompſon, 1. 
Birch, Serj. Pengelly, Serj. Reynolds, and Mr. Guidott. 


And it was order d, That the faid Committee have Power 


to ſend for Perſons, Papers, and Records, and to adjourn to 
| ſuch Times and Places as they ſhould think fit. | 
Dr Snape tas the The ſame Day, Sir William Wyndham mov d, That the 
Houle for his Ser- Thanks of the Houſe be given to Dr. Snape, for the Sermon 
Ty by him preach'd before this Houſe the Day before, at St. 
Margaret's Weſtminſter, and that he be defir'd to print the 
ſame : He was ſeconded by Mr. Shippen, and oppos'd by the 
ſame Party who had oppos'd the Doctor's preaching, but the 
Queſtion being put, was carry'd in the Affirmative by 86 
Voices againſt 70. : 
Several Papers re- Several Papers relating to the 6000 Dutch Troops, were 
Truhe lad before. laid before the Commons, and upon a Motion made by Lieu- 
Houle | tenant General Erle, it was reſolv'd to take that Affair into 
Conſiderat.on, in a Committee of the whole Houſe, the 
Tueſday following. | 
June 3. Mr. Coleby, the Commiſſioner for Tranſ- 
ports, Lieutenant General Maccartney, and others, were or- 
der'd to attend, the next Morning, the Committee of the 
whole Houſe, to whom it was referr'd to conſider of the 
Matters relating to the Tranſportation of the Dutch Forces. 
The ſame Day the Secret Committee met for the firſt Time, 
a and choſe Mr. Carter for their Chairman, in the Room of 
| Members added to Mr. Walpole, who abſented himſelf; and General Stanhope 
"ue Commutee of happening at this Time to be indiſpos d, the Committee met 
ſeveral Times without being able to do any Buſinc ſs. This 
was the Reaſon why four other Perſons were added to 
the reſt, viz. Mr. Addiſon, Mr. Craggs, jun. Sir Nathaniel 
Mead and Mr. Jeſſop. 
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7 une 4. The Houſe, accordingto Order, wasto reſolve itſelf Anne 3: Ges. 1. 
into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to take into Conſide- 288 
ration the ſeveral Papers relating to the Charge of Tranſ- 
portation of the Dutch Troops, to and from Great Britain z 
and likewiſe the Papers relating to the Contingencies and Nr ef c 8000 
Extraordinaries, for Services perform'd in North Britain dur- Putch Troops. 
ing the Rebellion: But the Courtiers obſerving, That the 
Tory- Party, now ſtrongly reinforc'd by the diſcontented 
Whigs, had the Majority, a Motion was made, That the 
ingroſs' d Malt-Bill be read a third Time. This Motion 
being contrary to Order, was oppos'd not only by all the 
Tories, but alſo by many of the Court-Party, who were not 
in the Secret of it; ſo that after a Debate of about an Hour, 
the Queſtion being put, was carry'd in the Negative by a 
vaſt Majority. This preliminary Skirmiſh had, however, 
the Effect the Court-Party expected, which was only to give 
Time to their abſent Friends to come to the Houſe. In the 
mean while, the Court-Party having propos'd Mr Farrer to 
be Chairman of the Grand Committee, Mr. Walpole put up 
Mr. Edgcombe in Oppoſition to him ; and the former doubt- 
ing their Strength, choſe rather to yield, than to run the 
Hazard of a Diſappointment ; ſo that Mr. Edgcombe was 

accordingly plac'd in the Chair. This done, the Clerk 
pro to the Reading of the Papers that had been laid 
re the Houſe, relating to the Tranſportation of the 
Dutch Forces, after the Reading of which, Mr. Pulteney made 
a Speech, wherein he ſhew'd That there had been great 
Sumsof Money embezzel'd in this Expedition ; that he could 
not fix the Fraud upon any Body ; but that it plainly appear'd, 
that the Sum of upwards of 2000 1. was twice charg'd for 
the ſame Service, viz. for tranſporting the Dutch Forces into 
Great Britain. This was anſwer d by Mr. Craggs, who, in . Cragg. 
particular, ſhew'd the Reaſon why the reſpective Sums of 
20451. and 2061 l. were charg'd for Tranſports. On the 
other Hand, Lieutenant General Maccartney, who had aſſiſt- 
ed the Lord Cadogan in taking Care of the Marching and 
Embarkation of the Dutch Troops, being examin'd at the 
Bar, vouch'd ſeveral Particulars relating to the Proviſions and 
Tranſports. But nevertheleſs, Mr Robert Walpole, Mr wr k. wapote. 
Shippen, and Mr Smith, maintain'd Mr Pulteney's Aſſertion, 1, Sippen. 
with a great deal of Warmth, and made ſevere Reflections r J. Sub. 
on the Perſons employ'd in bringing over the Dutch Troops. 

On the contrary, Mr Lechmere +, Gen. Stanhope, Mr Mr Lectmere. 
Hampden, Sir William Thompſon, and Mr Aiſlabie, fpoke Ji imglen. 
S 


| in Sir W. Thom 
Vor. J. in Mr Aillab.e. pſon. 


Mr Pulte ney. 


* Made Sryetary at War in the Room of My Pulteney. 
1 Mae (*auziler of tf, Pee of Laxaſte- i” ti Khon. 
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Ara» 1. Geo. 1. in Vindication of the Lord Cadogan. Mr Robert Walpole 


/ 17. 


9.2 


ſupported Mr Pulteney's Charge with much V ehemence. and 
at two different Times, ſpoke near the Space of two Hours, 
and ftrain'd his Voice to that Degree, that he was taken 
with a violent Bleeding at the Note, which oblig d him to 
go out of the Houſe ; but came back before the Queſtion 
was put. The main Streſs of his Reaſoning was, * That 
by the Papers that had been read, there was an apparent 
Fr.ud ; tho he could not ſay, but that it might afterwards 
appear otherwiſe ; and he could not tell, but that the Lord 


| Cadogan might produce other Evidence to prove his Inno- 


Sir Jof. Jeckyll. 


a perſon whole greateſt Crime was, that he had real bright 


cence.” Sir Joſeph Jekyll took Notice of the Inconſiſtency 
of Mr Walpole's Arguinent ; for if the Fraud was apparent, 
it was conſequently real; and if ſuch, it was impoſſible to 
appear otherwite, and conſequently for the Perſon on whom 
the Fraud was laid, to prove himſelf innocent; but that, in 
his Opinion, neither was there any apparent Fraud, nor, if 
there were, could it, with any Juttice or Equity, be charg'd 
on the Lord Cadogan, who, in all this Affair, acted only as 
a publick Miniſter, and not either as a Commander, or an 
Agent; concluding with {ome Praiſes on his Lordſhip, who, 


in Military Attairs, held the ſecond Rank, next to that 


Great Man to whom every Body allow'd the firſt.” Mr Lech- 
mere likewiſe diſtinguiſh'd himſelf on this Occafion ; and 
urg d, That this Enquiry was altogether frivolous and 
groundleſs: That as it was the Reſult of Party Pique and 
Malice, ſo it had no other View than to blacken and 


Qualities, that drown'd the Tinſel Merit of others. That 
this Enquiry was of the ſame Nature with thoſe that had 
formerly been ſet on Foot againſt the Duke of Marlborough, 
the Lord Townſhend, and an honourable Member of that 
Houſe ; and, he hop'd, would have the ſame End. Thatit 
look d very ſtrange, that the Perſons who now appear d the 
hotteſt in this Enquiry, ſhould have been ſilent about theſe 
pretended I'rauds while they were in Place: But that it was 
ſtili more ſurprizing to hear them exclaim, with ſo much 


Rancour and Bitterneſs, againſt a noble Lord, of whom they 


1: Hurꝑe: ſord. 


had been heard to ſay, That the ſpeedy ſuppreſſing of the 
Rebellion in Scotland, was, under God, owing to his Acti- 
vity and Indefatigableneſs ; and that if another General had 
had the Management of that Affair, he would have made it 
a ten Years War.” Ir Hungerford ſpoke in Favour of the 
Lord Cadogan, and ſaid. He wonder'd there was ſo much 
Noife made about a Dutch Reckoning ; that by all that had 
been laid be ſore them, the Lord C don appear'd very in- 
nocent; and therefore he thought he deſerv'd rather the 


| Praiſe, than the Cenſure of the Houſe.” Aſter both * 


„ 22 0 „ . .- or = „ Wim OH I. 1», . . eo 


Pruner 


( op J- 


had maintain d the Conflict till near Eight in the Even- Anno 3. Geo. 1. 


ing, General Stanhope, in order to let the Buſineſs drop, 
mov d. That the Chairman leave the Chair: Which, upon 
the Queſtion being put, was carry'd in th. Affirmative by 
204 againit 194. This was look'd upon 3+ . great Victory 
on the Court Side; for had the other Party gain'd their 
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Point, it was apprehended, that they deſign'd not only to 


have paſs'd a Cenſure upon the Lord Cadogan, but alſo to 
have carry'd the Enquiry farther. 

Zune 12. Mr Carter reporte from the Committee ap- 
pointed to conſider the State of the Impeachment againſt 
Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, That the Com- 
mittee had met ſeveral Times, and made ſome Progreſs in 


the Matters to them referr'd ; but that the Proſecution of 


the ſaid Impeachment having been interrupted for ſo many 
Months, by the Intervention of many weighty and urgent 
Affairs, which more nearly and immediately concern'd the 
Welfare, Defence, and Security of the Kingdom ; it was 
become abſolutely neceſſary for thoſe who ſhould be int- 
ed to manage the ſaid Impeachment, to review, and care- 
fully peruſe all the Treaties, Records, Letters, and other 
Papers proper and neceſſary for ſupporting this Proſecution ; 


which being very voluminous, it would be impoſſible within 


the Time appointed for the 'I'ryal, to adjuſt and apply 
the proper Evidence to the ſeveral Articles.” Hereupon it 
| was moved, That a Meſſage be ſent to the Lords, acquaint- 
ing them with the Reaſons why this Houſe could not pro- 
ceed on the Tryal of Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl 
Mortimer, at the Time appointed; and to deſire that the 
ſame might be put off to a farther Day. Upon this there 
was, for two or three Minutes, a Silence in the Houſe, the 
Members looking upon one another, waiting who ſhould 
ſpeak firſt. At laſt, Mr Hungerford roſe up, and took 
Notice of the great Hardſhips which the Earl of Oxford 
had undergone. Then Mr Boſcawen expreſs'd his Concern, 
That a Proſecution which the Commons had begun in fo 
ſolemn a Manner, and which was thought ſo neceſſary to 
vindicate the Honour and Juſtice of the Nation, ſhould, 
at laſt, be dropp'd ; which, he was ſure, would be a Re- 
flection on that Houſe.” Here again was a deep Silence; 
and Mr Speaker riſing, in order to put the Queſtion, Mr 
"ny took that Opportunity to ſpeak as follows. 
r Speaker, Gs 
* I have not yet troubled the Houſe upon any of the 
Impeachments: However, fince I have given my Aſſent to 
every Article exhibited againſt this Noble Lord, I hink it, 
in ſome Meaſure, incumbent upon me, to declare the Res. 
tens why 1 did ſo. I am ſure there is no Gentleman in this 
8 2 Hoviz, 


75 


Mr Tufio'!'s 
Sprech. 
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Arno 3. Gee.l. Houſe, that at any Time more unwillingly comes into any 
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Thing that has the leaſt Appearance of Severity towards 
his Fellow - Subjects, than my ſelf. And I can, with a 
great deal of Sincerity affirm, that no perſonal Pique, Pre- 


| Judice, or Reſentment ever did, and I hope never will, in- 


fluence my Vote ; eſpecially when either the Life, the 
Fortune, or the Reputation of any Man is concern d. What 
I did, I did out of a diſintereſted Zeal ; out of an indifpen- 
fible Love and Duty to my Country : And whatever may 
be the Fate of this Proſecution, I then thought, and till 
am of Opinion, that the Meaſures which this Noble Lord 
enter'd into, as Prime Miniſter, have, if I may be excus'd 
the Impropriety of the Expreſſion, laid a Foundation for 
the Ruin of his Country. I have already declar'd, that 
I have, in every Part of the Accuſation, voted againſt this 
Noble Lord. As to the Articles of High Crimes and Mif- 
demeanors, I believe there is no Body but thinks there was 
ſufficient Ground for them: As to the High Treaſon, 
where lay the only Difficulty, I muſt freely own, had [ 
conſulted only my private Opinion, I could ſcarce have 
thought it included in the twenty-fifth of Edward III. But 


when an honourable Gentleman, who was then Chairman 


of the Secret Committee, undertook, in a Fact which the 
Houſe had already adjudg'd to be High Treaſon, to bring 
that Matter as home to the Earl of Oxford, as the Report 
had done to the then Lord Bolingbroke ; when he gave u 
all the Aſſurances imaginable, that they had living and 
legal Evidence to ſupport the Charge; ſuch as it was al 
moſt the unanimous Opinion of the Committee, might be 
given in Weſtminſter-Hall ; and he hop'd, that fince the 


Houſe had thought fit to repoſe a Confidence in them, it 


would not be expected the Evidence ſhould be diſcover d, 


leſt it might give them an Opportunity of being ſeduc d 


This, I fay, and this alone, ſway'd my Opinion. I then 
conſider d my ſelf acting, not as a Judge, but as a Proſecu- 
tor. And when that very ingenious Gentleman, whom | 
always hear with the greateſt Pleaſure, and to whoſe Judg- 
ment I always pay the greateſt Deference, I ſay, when bs 
Honour, his Underſtanding, his Veracity, his every Thing 
was ſo far engag d, the only Queſtion with me was, whe- 
ther it was reaſonable to undertake the Proſecution, or not 
And upon theſe Conſiderations I can't but think I ſhould 
have been extremely wanting in that Duty which I owe to 
my Country, if I ſhould have declin'd giving my Vote to 
bring an Offender to publick Juttice ; when, at the ſame 
Time, I was fully convinc'd that he had betray'd the 
Honour and Interelt of this Nation. 


M: 
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ployment; but that he rather choſe to be contented with a 
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Mr Bromley taking Notice, that the Dint of this Speech anno 3. Geo. 1. 

was principally levell'd at Mr Robert Walpole, endeavour'd — 

to vindicate him, by ſaying, That tho' he was Chairman dir 8comiey. 
of the ſecret Committee, yet, if any Thing was done 

amiſs among them, 1t were hard to lay all the Blame at his 

Door, fince the whole Committee were equally concern'd 

in the Im As to the Matter now under Con- 


fideration, Mr Bromley added, That they had been told 
above a Year and a half ago, that the Evidence was ready ; 


ley immediately explain'd himſelf, ſaying, * That if the 
two Articles that were for High Treaſon, could be made 
good, the other twenty would be needleſs and infigni g 
Mr Shippen, who ſpoke on the ſame Side, ſaid, among wr shippen. 
Things, * That this Impeachment had been depend- 
ſo long, that every Body expected it would be dropt; 
nd, indeed, unleſs the two Articles of High Treafon could 
made good, he thought it unreaſonable to give the two 
ouſes an unneceſſary Trouble about the other Articles, 
by keeping them fitting in the hotteſt Part of the Summer : 
all, thoſe who had firſt begun the Impeach- 
ments, ought to be fatisfy'd with having got the Places of 
thoſe that were impeach'd ; which, i „ feem'd to be 


a Reflection on that Gentleman, for whom he ever had a 


great Reſpect; but that he was afraid this would leſſen him 


m the Eſteem of others: That, for his own Part, he was 
not in the leaſt ſurpriz'd at this Conduct; of which he had, 
of late, obſerv'd many Inſtances ; but that he ever diſap- 
orov'd it: That if he would have been a Time-ſerver, he 
might, as well as other People, have got ſome Em- 


imall private Fortune, than betray his Sentiments : And as 
an Inſtance, he added, he could never be guilty of fo muck 
Adulation, as to compliment a certain Perſon with the 
Rank of ſecond General, I meaning the Lord Cadogan] to the 
Prejudice of an honourable and worthy Member of that 
tlouſe, [meaning General Webb] whoſe glorious Actions had 
gain d him an immortal Name. Mr Hungerford then faid, u kg 1 
That for his own Part, he ever was againſt Impeach- 
dents, becauſe he had obſery'd that they generally come to 
nothing: 
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Arno 3: Geo. I. nothing; and as ſor the Reflection made by the worthy 


C Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, he ſuppos' d it was meant for 
ſome Body elſe: ¶ Looking, as he ſpele this, towards Sir 
Foſeph Fehyll, who ſat near him, and who, (Page 138) had 
Sir Jo, Jek1 11. polen in behalf 
juſtify d himſelf, both as to this, und as to the Share he 
had in the Impeachment of the Earl of Oxford ; having, 
from the Beginning, been againſt the Articles for High 
Mr Watpote, Treaſon. After this, Mr Walpole made a feint Apology 
for himſelf, ſaying, among other Things, That he had 
of late look'd over ſome of the moſt material Papers re- 


ting to this Impeachment, and he was fill convinc'd in | 


his Conſcience, that the late Miniſtry had given themſelves 

up entirely, and were ready to deliver up the Nation to 

France.” But having let drop an Inſinuation, as if many 

who follow'd his Opinion in the Buſineſs of the Impeach- 

ments, did it rather out of Compliment to his Power, than 

Ur Tue, to his Perſon, Mr Tuffnel reſenting this Innuendo, imme- 
diately repell'd the Dint of it, by appealing to that honour- 

able Member, Whether he ever made his Court to him? 

* And whether he had not paid him more Reſpe& fince he 

| was out, then when he was in Place? On the other Hand, 

dr Lechmere. Mr Lechmere ſtrongly ſupported the Motion for the Mef- 
fage, and, among other Things, ſaid. It was no Wonder 

that a certain Set of Men, who had, at firſt, oppos'd the 

ſame Gen- 
propos 'd 
the Support of the preſent happy Settlement: But t 


his own Part, he was of the fame Opinion he ever 
been of, viz. that the Nation could not proſper, till they 


had brought thoſe to Juſtice, who betray'd its Allies in ſo 


ſcandalous a Manner, and brought it to the very Brink of 
Ruin; and that he would venture his Life in this Proſe- 
cution. After this, it was carry'd, without dividing, That 
a Meſſage be ſent to the Lords; which being done the 
—4 4 their Lordſhips took it immediately into Con- 
deration. 


June 13. The Lords ſent a Meſſage to the Commons to 


acquaint them with their Reſolution, of putting off the Eavl 
of Oxford's Trial to the 24th of June. 
Mir H. Wipe, June 18. Writs having been iſſued to ſupply Vacancies, 
dalle y ffn. occafion'd by ſeveral Members having accepted Places, Mr 
ber »ho takes a Horatio Walpole mov'd, that Leave be given to bring in 
tech. A Bull to repeal Jo much of an AF paſi'd in the fexth Tear of 
Queer Annes Reign, intitled, An dd for the Security & her 
Maj Perjon and Government, Ec as relates to the mak 
ing any Perſon capable of being again elected after the Ac: 


of the 7ord Cadegan.] Sir jJoleph Jekylt 


. . 


eeptance 
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ceptance of any Office of Profit from the Crown. He was 
ſeconded by Mr Daniel Campbell, and no Member op- 
5 the ſaid Bill was order'd to be brought 


ure 24. Being the Day appointed by the Lords for the 
Trial of the Earl of Oxford the Commons reſoly'd to be 
preſent, as 2 Committee of the whole Houſe ; and rhe 

and other Members having taken their reſpective 
places in Weltminiter-Hall, the Lords came thither like- 
wiſe, and the Earl of Oxford was brought to the Bar. 
Then, by the Lord High Steward's Commands, were read, 
|. The Articles of Impeachment exhibited by the Com- 


W 


The Commons re- 
ſolve to be preſent. 
az a Committee, at 
the Ert of Oxturd's 
Trial. 


mons. II. The Earl's Anſwer to them; and, III. The 


Replication of the Commons. After the Reading of which, 
the Lord High Steward addreſis'd himſelf to the Priſoner at 
the Bar in a Speech ſuitable to the Occaſion. This done, 
his Lordſhip told the Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
that they might proceed : And then Mr Ham one of 
the Managers for the Houſe of Commons, open'd his Charge, 
which being ended, Sir Joſeph Jekyll op up, in order to 
| on * firſt Article of the Im 
22 to ſpeak, 1 by the Lord 
Harcourt, w ify'd to their Lordſhips, that before the 
= the Commons proceeded farther, he had 
to offer to their Lordſhips, who thereupon ad- 
journ'd to their own Houſe, and the Commons return'd to 
theirs. The Lords being about to go down again to Weſt- 
minſter-Hall, ſent a Meiſage to the Commons to acquaint 
them therewith ; upon which the Commons in a Committee 
of the whole Houſe, return'd alſo to Weſtminſter-Hall, 
where the Lord High Steward acquainted the Managers 
with their Lordſhips Reſolution, viz. That the Commons be 
* not admitted to proceed in order to make good the Articles , 
ag. aſt Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, for High 


* Crimes and Miſdemeanours, till Judgment be firſt given 


* upon the Articles for High Treaſon.” 


This Reſolution of the Lords was highly diſagreeable to 


the Commons ; as it ſeem'd to preſcribe to them the par- 


. ticular Articles on which they were firſt to proceed - Ac- 
cordingly ſeveral Conferences were held between both 
Houſes about the Method of Proceeding at the Earl of Or- 
ford's Trial. 
Tu 25. The Commons having deſir d a free Conference 
with the Lords on the fabjet Mater of the late Conferences, 
Fub 1. Mr Carter * reported, That the Lords inſiſted up- Lords 
on denying a free Conference ; This put the Houſe into a 
Flame ; 
* Made Attorney General to the Prince of Wales in this Sehe. 


peachment ; but as 


yoo Lords reſolve 
occed firit, 

with the Articies 

fac thyb Troatous 


Upon which x fr 

— nce is — 

— which the 
refute, 
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Flame; and it being thereupon order d. That the ſaid Report 
be Now taken into Conſideration, feveral warm Speeches 
were made on that Occaſion, by General Stanhope and 
Mr Craggs, immediately after whom Mr Tuffnell roſe up, 
and ſpoke as follows 
Mr Speaker, | 

_ + ] can't but think the Proceeding of the Lords very ex- 
traordinary upon this Occaſion, That, after having received 
the Articles as deliver'd in by this Houſe, they ſhould 
now come to a Reſolution, © That the Commons be not ad- 
* mitted to proceed upon the High Crimes and Miſdemez- 
* nours, till Judgment be firſt given upon the Articles for 
High Treaſon.” And here, though unwillingly, I muſt ob- 
ſerve, That the Expreſſion made uſe of in their Lordſhip, 
Meſſage to the Commons, to me ſeems very unſuitable to 
that Candor which they have ſo remarkably ſhewn * al 


Occaſions, and from whence this Houſe might rea 


a more becoming Treatment. There's another 


Thing which I can't but take Notice of, which is, That 


after having had Conferences with the Commons on this 
Subject, they ſhould now refuſe a free Conference, which [ 


| ſhould have thought, muſt have been the natural Reſult of 
the former, as being the moſt probable Way to accommo- 


date Matters in Caſes of Difficulty. The Reaſon they gire 
for this their adhering to their Reſolution is, That this s a 
Point of Judicature which ſolely belongs to their Lordſhips; 
whereas the Commons ſay, "Tis only a Matter of Proſecu- 
tion. And yet, if this Objection were good, why was it 


not equally fo againſt their agreeing to the firſt Conference? 


* Notwithſtanding theſe Conſiderations, if I could be of 


Opinion with thoſe Gentlemen who think, either that the 
Honour of this Houſe is ſo much concern'd, or that it is ſo 
eſſential to the Rights of the Commons of Great Britain, [ 
ſhould be as unwilling as any one here, to contribute the 
leaſt towards the betraying of them. But fince I don't 
hear 'tis pretended that there are any Precedents on either 


Side ; 1 can, by no Means, think it of that Conſe - 


quence which ſome Gentlemen ſeem to imagine, eſpecia 

if there be a © Saving to the Rights and Privileges of ths 
* Houſe: I ſhould be inclin'd to be of Opinion, That it 
would be better to acquieſce in the Method propoſed by the 
Lords, than to let a Proſecution entirely drop, which has 
fo univerſally raiſed the Expectations of Mankind. Then 


we ſhould ſee, what that living and legal Evidence is, which | 


we have been ſo often promis'd from thoſe, in whom the 
Houſe repoſed the greateſt Confidence ; and if there ſhould 
be any Failure in the Proof of the High Treaſon, the Blame 
might lie in its proper Place. 


( Sir 
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Sir, hogs Fran non ne ſuch Remiſſnels . 
in a Proſecution, which was formerl 
Warmth and Vigour. And I 
Patriotiſm, which has hitherto animated — 3 
juſt Reſentment for cur injured Country, once more revived. 
Where's now that publick ſpirited, diſintereſted Zeal, which 
then warm d the Patriot's Breaſt? Are all thoſe glorious 
Thoughts ard Heroick Sentiments quite evaporated ? How 
comes it that thoſe who then a 66d others to feel, 
ſuch an Intenſeneſs of Heat, ſuch a lively Emotion of Spirit, 
are now ſo calm and undiſiurb'd ? That thoſe who were then 
ſo full of Heat and Flame, are now fo cold and lifeleſs ? Is 
the Nature of Things fo far altered, that what was then the 
molt High Treaſon, is now Nothing at all? 

* Mr. Speaker, My Concern is for the Honour of this 
Houſe, which has been fo fir engay's by Aﬀwances of 
I muſt therefore take the 


gave them, to 


— — —— where their Ho- 
nour is fo concern'd. I call upon them the rather, be- 
cauſe tis a Juſtice which they owe to themſelves, tis a 
Juſtice which they owe to this Houſe af Commons, Ts. = 
Juſtice which they owe their Country, their poor, un 
ON n 

the greateſt Difficulties, 3 
— ct by the ill Conduct, the pernicious 
Counſels, and eraiterousPrafies of the Noble Perion now 
under your Proſecution.” 


| In the Middle of this Debate, another Meſſage was 
| brought from the Lords, to defire that the Commons would 
; | Continue fitting ſometime, which the Houſe agreed to. 
After this, Mr. Lechmere made a Speech, wherein having m Lc: ere 
lamented the unhappy Dilemma, as he call'd it, to . 
they were brought, either to ſee ſo great an Offender as the the propus's by ! 
—— — bee bythe Lord, 
on his Tryal in the Manner 'd by 

he =," Thee be 2 41 
two, a Saving to the Rights and Privileges Com- 
mons; and therefore made a 3 He _ 
conded by Mr. Hampden: But the Queſtion ing | | 
put thereupon, it —4 carry'd in the Negative. Then a fromthe 
Meſſage was brought ſrom the Lords, to ——＋ the Cam- Los Setup, 
mons, That their Lotdſhips intended preſently to proceed immediately on the 
farther on the Tryal of the Earl of Oxford in Weſtminſter- Tray of wh 
Hall, of which the Commens took no Notice; but being mf 20g 
feniible tha: che Lora. would &:ſcharve the Priſoner, Sir 

Ver '! —_ 8 
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Sir W. Strickland 
moves for a Buer 
Attainder gin 
him. 

Mr TufFnell's 
dpecch cheicon. 
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William Strickland, Member for Carliſle mov'd, That Leave 
be given to bring ina Bill to inflict ſuch Pains and Penalties 
upon Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, as his 
traiterous Practices and other High Crimes and Miſdemean- 
ours do deſerve, and as ſhall be thought reaſonable. Here- 
upon Mr. Tuffnell roſe up again, and ſaid, That he could by 
no Means come into that Motion ; For that how | 
and reaſonable ſoever ſuch a Bill might be at another Junc- 
ture, he could not but think it unreaſonable now ; when, as 
yet, it was uncertain what the Lords would do. But that, 
however, he would freely declare his Mind on this 

viz. That notwithſtanding he was convinc'd, the Earl of 
Oxford was guilty of the Crimes wherewith he was charg'd, 
and that no Man had ever contributed more to the Ruin of 
his Country than he had done : Yet, fince there was a legal 


Proſecution begun; ſince that Noble Lord had ſubmitted 


which it was adjourn'd to the third of July. 
Hall, about Seven in the Evening, where three ſeveral Pw- 


himſelf ro Publick Juttice ; and conſidering that tis the 
peculiar Glory and happineſs of a Free-born People to be 
govern'd by known Laws ; he would never give his Conſent 
to a Bill, which, in his Opinion, muſt make the Lives, the 
Fortunes, and Liberties of the Subjects of Great Britain, 
ſtand upon ſo unſettled and precarious a Foundation. Upon 


The Lords went from their own Houſe, into Weſtminſter- 


clamations were made for the Accuſers of the Earl of O. 


The Lords pro- 
cerd to the Trial 
of the Earl of 
Oxford. but the 
Commons not 
appearing, h:3 
Lordihip is ac- 
quilted, 


Sir W. Strickland 
renews bis Motion 
{or the Bill of 
Altainder. 


Debate theton. 
Mr. Hungerford, 


ford to appear. and make good the Articles of Impeachment 
againſt him: But the Commons not appearing, their Lord- 
ſhips went back to their Houſe, where the Lord High Ste- 
ward put the 7 whether the Earl of Oxford ſhould 
be diſcharg'd of the High Crimes and Miſdemeanours as 
well as of the High Treaſon of which he was impeach'd? 
This, after ſome Debate, being carry'd in the Affirmative, 
the Lords went again into Weſtminſter-Hall, where the Lord 
High Steward put the Queſtion to every Lord in the uſual 
Method, viz. Content or not Content ; All the Lords preſent 
being Content; his Lordſhip declared the Earl of Oxford 
acquitted by his Peers, of the Articles of Impeachment ex- 
hibited againſt him by the Commons; commanded the Lieu- 
tenant of the Tower of London to diſcharge his Priſoner ; 
and, declaring his Majeſty's Commiſſion to be diſſolv d, 
broke his Staff. 

Faly 3. The Commons reſum'd the adjourn'd Debate up- 


on the Motion made two Days before, by Sir William Strick- 
land, who again infiſting on that Motion, had the Morti- 
fication of ſeeing, that not one Member would ſecond him: 
On the contrary Mr. Hungerford faid upon that Matter, 
That for his own Part, he had ever been againſt violent 

Proceedings 
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Proceedings ; That, in his Opinion, where the Life, For- 
tune, or Reputation of any Man is concern d, the Parlia- 
ment ought to go upon Evidence as ftrong and as full as 
is requir'd in Weſtminſter-Hall ; and that he had obſerv'd, 
that all Bills of Attainder proceeded from Party-Piques.' Sir 
William Strickland being offended at this . made sir 


ſome ſevere Reflections upon it; and added, That for =” 


own Part he had no perſonal Pique againſt the Earl of Ox- 
ford ; but look'd upon him as an Enemy to his Country ; 
and fince the Commons could not bring him to Jaſtice in 
the ordinary Way, they ought, in his to have Re- 
courſe to an extraordinary Method; for which, however, 
they did not want — Mr. H turn'd the 
— way him into Raillery; and after ſome other 
Caſtlecomer, Member for Ri „ mov d, 

— preſented to his Majeſty, forth 
the many great Crimes of which Robert Earl of Oxford and 
Earl Mortimer has been impeach'd by this Houſe, as like- 
wiſe the Endeavours that have been us'd by the Commons 
to bring the ſaid Earl to Juſtice ; in which Proceedings the un- 
happy Differences that have ariſen between the two Houſes 
have diſappointed their juſt Expectations; and likewiſe 
humbly to pray his Majeſty, that he will except the ſaid Earl 
out of the Act of Grace. The Lord Caſtlecomer being ſecond- 
ed by Mr. Yonge, and the Queſtion put upon his Motion, it 
was carry d in the Affirmative, and a Committee appointed 


to draw up the faid Addreſs. Another Committee was the : 


ſame Day appointed to inſpect the Lords Journals, in Rela- 
tion to their on the Tryal of the Earl of Ox- 
ford, and to report what they find therein, to the Houſe. 
Jul 4. The Lord Caſtlecomer, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee appointed to draw up the Addreſs againſt the Earl of 
Oxford, the ſame, which being agreed to, it wasre- 
bl d that the ſaid Addreſs be preſented by the whole Houſe. 

Fuly 5. The Commons, with their Speaker, preſented the 
faid Addreſs to his Majeſty, which is as follows. 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 

WE your Majeſty's . faithful Subjects, the Com- 
of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, 

a do moſt humbly repreſent to your Majeſty, That in our 
* Impeachment exhibiced againſt Robert Earl of Oxford and 
Earl Mortimer, we did ſet forth, That he the ſaid Earl did 
* tratterouſly adhere to, aid, and abet the late French King, 
* then an Enemy to her late Majeſty, and did begin and 
= on a clandeſtine and ſeparate Correſpondence and 

* Negotiation with the Miniſters of the faid French King ; 
in "IMIR of r it is * chat great Part * 
dus 


Anno 3. Geo. I. 
1717. 


W. Strickland. 


The Adirefs 


Anne 3. Geo. 1. 
1777. 
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the Forces maintain'd at the Expence oi io much Britiſt: 
© Treaſure, in order to reduce the Power of France; as like 
0 wiſe great Part of the Subſidies granted by Parliament to 
Foreign Princes for the fame End, were, in Reality, made 
* ſubſervient and inſtrumental to awe the good Allies of 
« weed 1g into a Compliance with the hard Terms dic- 
© tated by France. 


W of For abandon d; the Emperor, 


d King of Portugal, were left to treat for them- 
5 Sicily was given to the Duke of 


Kingdoms 

reflect with equal Gratitude and Admiration on your Ma- 
jeſty's being able to retrieve ſuch Miſcarriages, eſpecially in 
* a Time which has been difturb'd by publick Tumuſts and 
© Rebellions : We think it is a great Aggravation of Guilt 
in thoſe who gave up ſo many National Advantages, at 2 
Time when they labour'd under no ſuch Difficulties at 
Home, and when the continued Succeſſes of a long and 
* glorious War had put them into a Condition of gaining tue 


* Your faithful Commons did likewiſe exhibit ſereral c- 
ther Charges againſt the ſaid Earl, repreſenting him in 


many notorious Inſtances, as a Perſon who had abus d the 


* Truſt and Confidence which her late Majefty had repos'd 

in him, and ſacrific'd the Honour of his Sovereign and 

the Good of her People, to private Views of Interett and 
Ambition. 

* Your faithful Commons have not been wanting in their 

* Endeavours to bring the ſaid Ear! 20 ſuftice ; but by Rea- 

| | ion 
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( ſon of the unhappy Differences that have, in this Proceed- anno z. ceo. 1. 
ariſen between the two Houſes, we have found our , 


« Way. 
To this Addreſs, his Majeſty was pleas'd to return the 
following Anſwer. | 


« Fill give Directions in Relation to the Earl of Oxford, 7M< King's ee 
« Smale 


black Rod, commanding them to attend his Majeſty imme- 
diately, which they did accordingly, and Mr. Speaker pre- 
ſented the Money-Bills to his Majeſty ; which done, 


| | * and diſtinguiſh thoſe who adhere to them with the ſame 
| * Steadinefs and Reſolution. | 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
** I thank you, in the moſt affectionate Manner, for the 
Supplies you have granted me, and for that Con 


1 : 66 


($50. ] 

ae 3. Geo. Il. 4 and Zeal which you have ſhewn in reducing our National 
| ons you have met with in the carrying on of that great 
«« Work. As you have furniſh'd me with the Means of 
« diſappointing any Deſigns of a foreign Enemy againſt 
« theſe my Kin ſo I cannot but aſcribe, in a great 
« Meaſure, the happy Proſpect of our Affairs abroad to 
„that publick Spirit which has appear d in your Proceed. 
«« ings, and has convinc'd the World, that no Inſinuations or 
« Artifices can divert you from your Duty to your Sovereign, 

„ and a diſintereſted Regard to your Fellow - Subjects. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

« It is with great Pleaſure that I ſee the Tranquility of 
« the Nation ſo well eftabliſh'd, as to admit of an AR of 
« Grace, which I have long deſir d a fic Opportunity to 
oy t. I hope that ſuch as ſhall, by this Means, be re- 
« ſtor'd to the Enjoyment of Security, and the Protection 
of thoſe Laws againſt which they have ofiended, will have 
« a due Senſe of this my Indulgence, and give me the moſt 
«« acceptable Return they can poſſibly e me, that of 
* becoming Friends, inſtead of Enemies, to their Country. 


I tie Parliament Then the Lord Chancellor prorogu 


'4 the Parliament to 
V crogued. the 12th of Auguſt: They were afterwards farther ued 
by ſeveral Prorogations, to the 21it of November. 


CITEITIIEITIIPELTIPPEEELEETE 
SPEECHES and DEBATES 
la the Tainp Szssion of the 
Firſt Parliament of King GxoxGE I 
Anno 4. Geo, 1. HE Parliament being met on the 2 iſt of Novem- 
” pods 
| My Lords and Gentlemen, 


ne I have been able to bring the Sitting of 
ove" nz the Third TY glad e to bring Sitting 
Mon. 4 1 Parliament into a more proper and uſual Seaſon of 


the Year: I hope ſuch an early Meeting will not only be 
a Benefit to the Publick, but a Convenience to your pri- 
rate Affairs. | 

** As I have always had at Heart the Security and Eaſe | 
of my People, ſo I never kept up any Troops but for their 
Protection, and have taken every Opportunity to diſband 
«6 2 
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as many as I thought conſiſtent with their Safety. I have Ao 


4. Neo. .. 
1715. 


«+ rcduc'd the Army to very near one Half, ſince the Begin- DV, 


« ning of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, and leſlen'd them to 


« ſuch a Number as will neither be a Burthen to my good 


Subjects, nor an EncouragemeEnt to our Enemies to inſult 
« them. 

« You cannot but be ſenſible of the many Attempts which 
« have been ſet on Foot to diſturb the Peace of Europe, and 
« of theſe Kingdoms: They only pretend not to fee, who 
« are nat afraid of them. But as no Application has been 
« wanting on my Part to preſerve the publick Tranquility, 
I have the Pleaſure to find my good Offices have not been 
« altogether unſucceſsful, and have Reaſon to hope they will, 
« in the End, have their full and deſir d Effect. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

I queſtion not but you are very well pleas'd to find that 
« your Endeavours for leſſening the National Debts, have 


« at the ſame Time raiſed the publick Credit; and that 


* n for that End is actually and com- 
« pleatly effected. This Succeſs mult chiefly be attributed 
« to that juſt and prudent Regard you have ſhewn to Parlia- 


« It was with the View of procuring and ſettling a lafting 
Tranquility, that I demanded the extraordinary Supply 
« which you granted me laſt Seſſion. The Credit, which 
this Confidence repos'd in me, hath given us Abroad, has 
already been fo far effectual, that I can acquaint you we 
have a much better Proſpe& than we had. I have order'd 
« an Account to be laid before you of the very ſmall Part 
« of that Supply which as yet has been expended ; any far- 


ther Iſſues that may be made of it, ſhall be alſo laid before 


you: And you may be aſſured, that every Part of it ſhall 
+ either be employ'd for your Service, or fav'd to the 
Publick. | 

< I have order'd to be laid before you a State of the De- 
** ficiencies of the preſent Year, and the ſeveral Eſtimates for 
the Service of the next; which you will find conſiderably 


| + diminiſh'd. I rely upon your making the neceſlary Pro- 


* viſion for them; not doubting of the Continuance of that 
Teal for the Good of your Country, which hath been fo 
* eminently conſpicuous in every Seſſion of this Parliament. 
I cannot in Juſtice avoid putting you in Mind, that ſe- 
* veral Arrears of Pay and Subſidy, incurr'd before my Ac- 
ceeſſion to the Crown, are claim'd by Foreign Princes and 
States: I ſhall order them to be laid before you, to the 
End you may put them in a Method of being examin'd 
© and ſlated ; which will very much tend to che Honour and 

Credit of che Nation. — 
M. 


Anne 4. Gee. I. 
2 17. 


mine, that my Endeavours for procuring the 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 
I could heartly wiſh, that at a Tune when the com- 
„mon Enemies of our Religion are, by all Manner of Ar. | 
vouring to undermine and weaken it both at 


«« tifices, endea 
Home and Abroad, all thoſe who are Friends to our pre- 
I.. 
* | . the 
«< Proteſtant Intereſt: of which, as the Church of England 
is unqueſtionably the main Support and Bulwark, fo will 
en i 
«+ by the Union and mutual Charity of all 

«+ As none can recommend elves more 
„% my Favour and Countenance, than by a fincere 
for the juſt Rights of the Crown and the Liberties of 
« the People; ſo I am determin'd to 


Government is founded. 
« The Eyes of all Europe are upon you at this 
« Junfture. It is your Intereſt ; for which Reaſon [I it 


and 
« Quiet of Chriſtendom, ſhould take Effect. Nothing can 
«<« ſo much contribute to this defirable End, as the Unanimi- 
« ty, Diſpatch, and Vigour of your Reſolutions for the Sup- 
port of my 
The Ki ing retir'd, and the Commons return'd to 
of Thanks, which was agreed to, and the next Day preſented 
to his Majeſty, by the whole Houſe, as follows. 
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« der d it ſafe to theſe your Kingdoms. It is our 
« Happinefs to ſee our ſelves govern'd by a Sovereign who 
is not influenc'd by any Notions of Greatneſs that are in- 
« conſiſtent with the Proſperity of his Subjects; and who 
« propoſes to himſelf the Eaſe 6 2 FOR, as the chief 
Glory of his Reign. 
We acknowledge, with Hears full of Duty and Grati- 
* tude, your Majeſty's unwearied Endeavours to prevent the 
many 2 2 have been ſet on Foot to diſturb the 
Peace of Europe, and the Quiet of theſe Ki ; and 
* have the more Reaſon to apprehend the ill Conſequences 
of ſuch Attempts, fince there are thoſe who, as they would 
© be thought to ſee no Danger in them, give us Reaſon to 
, 22 they would not be troubled at their Succeſs. 
8 firmly reſolv d, 15 the moit effectual 
, 1 upport your Majeſty in ſuch Meaſures as your 
Majeſty, in your great ar Majſy in e — w pow- 
cure the Eſtabliſhment of the — 7 nn 
* We „ with the greateſt Satisfaction, your Majeſty's 
0 Aﬀfurances touching the extraordi- 


able Sorrow of Heart, that we obſerve 
many Artifices which are made Uſe of by the common 


* Enemies of our Religion, to undermine and weaken it both 


* at Home and Abroad; And as we have the moſt grateful 


* Senſe of the tender Concern which your Majeſty has been 
* pleas'd to expreſs for the Proteſtant Religion, and eſpecial- 
* ly for the main Support of it, the Church of England as 
* by Law eftabliſh'd ; ſo we are reſolv d, on our Part, to con- 


* It is a Pleaſure to us, that the Eyes of all Europe are 
* turn'd upon us at this critical Juncture, ſince we have 
* thereby an Opportunity of ſhewing the World the juſt Con- 


* fidence we repoſe in your Majeſty, and our unſhaken Re- 


* ſolutions to ſupport your Government in ſuch Manner, as 


hall enable your Majeſty to ſettle the Peace of Chriſtendom. 


To which the King return'd the following Anſwer. 
Gentlemen, | | 
*J Thank you for the repeated Aſſurances you have given 
me, in this dutiful and loyal Addreſs, of your afſeti- 


* onate Support and A ſſiſtance in the preſent | Juncture of Af- 


* fairs. I expected no leſs from a Houſe of Commons fo 


affectionate to my Perſon, and fo zealous for the publick 
& Welfare. 


Vor. I. 1 | New, 


The King's An; 
twer. 


% 


FR, JO 
Anno 4. Ceo... Now, 25. The Houſe began to enter upon Buſineſs, and 
WER voted a Supply, in general, to his Majeſty. 

2 g Dec. 4. A Motion was made for a Supply for maintain- 
Moor dt ing the Guards and Garriſons in Great Britain for the Year 
ang the Lane Fr- 1718, according to the Eſtimate laid before the Houſe. 

* This Motion was oppos'd by Mr Shippen, Sir William 

| Debate thereon. Wyndham, and Mr R. Walpole, which laſt made a 
Mr Sippen. wherein, beſides the common Topick of the Danger of a 
du K. Weg. Standing Army in a free Nation, he inſiſted on four prin- 
cipal Points, viz. © I. That whereas they were given to un- 
deritand, that the Army was reduc'd to 16,000 and odd 
Men, it ſtill conſiſted of above 18,000, which was one third 
Part more than the Number of Land Forces in Great Bri- 


tain amounted to formerly in Time of Peace. II. That 


there was no due Proportion obſerv'd, either between the 
Number of Horſe, Dragoons, and Foot, or between the 
Number of the Officers and Soldiers that were kept ſtanding ; 
inſomuch, that of about 11000 I. which the Pay of a re- 
duced Regiment of Foot amounts to, near 7000 |. goes to- 
wards the Pay of the Officers, and 4000 I. only to the pri- 
vate Soldiers. III. That the keeping up ſo great a Num- 
ber of Officers, was, in effect, the maintaining of an Army 
almoſt double of what was intended, fince the Soldiers that 
were wanting to compleat the Companies and Regiments, 
might be raiſcd with a Drum in twice four and 

Hours. IV. That the Pay of General Officers, "which 


amounted to above 20,000 l. was an Expence altogether + 


needleſs, and unprecedented in Time of Peace. All theſe 
Particulars Mr Walpole enlarged upon, and made good his 
Aſſertions by proper Vouchers. Mr Craggs, Secretary at 
War, anſwer d Mr Walpole. He ſaid, That in all wiſe 
Governments, the Security of the State is the Rule chiefly 
to be regarded; and that his Majeſty, both in the Augmen- 
tation and the Reduction of his Forces, had not only con- 
ſulted the Safety, but likewife the Eaſe of his People. That 
though, as was ſuggeſted, the Nation paid at preſent near 
18000 Men, yet there were only 16347 who could give any 
Jealouſy, unleſs ſome People ſhould think our Liberties in 
Danger, from the Chaplains, Surgeons, Widows of Officers, 
and ſuch harmleſs, inoffenſive Perſons, who were included 


Mr Craggs. 


in the firſt Number: That therefore there are not much 


above 4000 Men more now in Great Britain than there 
were kept up after the Peace of Ryſwick, which Number 
muſt be thought very moderate by all who wiſh well to 
the preſent happy Settlement, conſidering that the Embers 
of an unnatural Rebellion lately extinguiſh'd were flill 
warm, and the Diſcontents induſtriouſſy fomented by the 

| | Enemies 
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Enemies of the Government ; That the Parliament had ever anno 4. Geo. 1. 

contented themielves with fixing the Number of the Forces — 

that were thought neceſſary to be maintain d, but had left 

to the Crown the Manner of reducing and modelling that 
Number; and therefore, if they ſnould now do otherwiſe, 

it would be but an indifferent Return to that gracious and 

tender Regard, which, on all Occaſions, his Majeſty has 

ſhewn to the Security and Eaſe of his Subjects. That after 

all, it is no leſs a Piece of Juitice than Matter of Prudence, 

to keep up as great a Number of Officers as poſlible ; for, 

beſides the Occaſion which the Nation may have for them 

for the future, it is but reaſonable to acknowledge the paſt 

eminent Services of Gentlemen, who having been brought 

up to no other Trade but War, hed a> exher Way ww GR 

ard for themſelves and Families.” Mr C was 

back d by Mr Aiſlabie (a), Mr Hampden (5), Mr John yr game. 
| Smith(e), Mr 1 (4), Member for Bridport, Col. Mt > 
| Bladen(e), Mr ton Shute, and Sir Joſeph Jekyll, Cl. men,” 
who chiefly inſiſted on * Neceſſity of keeping up 16000 zu Jah frm, 
Men, at leaſt, one Year - Sir David Dalrymple (/) was Sir D. Dalrymple. 
of the ſame and to that e urg'd, © That the 
Diſcontents run ſtill as high in Scotland as 128 late 
Rebellion; for which he alledg'd ſeveral Reaſons. Mr 
Walpole, Mr Bromley, Mr Freeman, General Erle, and wr walpole. 
ſome other Gentlemen, were of Opinion, That 12000 Men dr Fromey- 
were ſufficient ; and the Debate having laſted till a Quarter Gen. Erle. 
paſt Six, the Queſtion was going to be put, Whether the 
Number ſhould be 16 or 12000 ? When Mr Shippen ſtand- 


ing up, made the following Speech. 


Mr Speaker, 
| * I congratulate the honourable Perſon below, [General ws a 
Lumley) on his reſtor d to the good Opinion of the 
| learned Gentleman who fpoke laſt ; [Sir F. Fehll,] for it 
is not long fince he [ See p. 138.] complimented, Iwill not ſay 
flatter d. another, at the Expence of tha. honourable Perſon, 
and molt of the General Officers in this Kingdom. 
* But as to the Queſtion before us, 'tis my Misfortune to 
differ from that learned Gentleman in all he hath advanc'd, 
which, —_—— of ſome Excurſions, may be reduc'd to 
theſe two 
| « I. That the caly Danger of continuing the Army is 
3 the Expence of it. , 


U2z | * I 
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« II. That we ought to comply with the Number of 
« Forces propos'd, becauſe it is demanded by the King, 


« who is the belt Judge of our Neceſſities.” 
I do not object to the firſt Reaſon, that the Phraſe is 
i „and that it is difficult to know what he means 


by the Danger of the Expence ; but, if I underſtand him, 


the Anſwer is obvious. For though the Expence i: doubt- 
les a Matter highly deſerving the Conſideration of this 
Houſe, whoſe Buſineſs and Duty it is to diſpoſe of the pub- 
lick Money with the utmoſt Frugality ; yet it is by no 


Army in Time of Peace. The chief Argument, with great 
Submiſſion, is, That the civil nw Power cannot 

ſubſiſt together; that a ſtanding Army in Time of 
K an 
of the Land. And tis therefore very extraordinary that the 
Expence ſhould be thought the only , to uſe his own 
Terms, of a ſtanding Army, by a 
and preſent Station oblige him to make thoſe Laws his firſt 
Care ; and that it ſhould be urg'd as ſuch in this Place, 


Defence of them. | 
| © The ſecond Reaſon is no more concluſive than the firſ, 
* to make appear in the Sequel of what I have to 


utmoſt Caution and Circumſpection, and becauſe' the deep 

of the Swediſh Plot, which occaſion'd ſuch terrible 
Apprehenſions amongſt us, have ſince been fully diſcover d 
to the World. 

* But however wiſely it was then done, I hope never 
again to fee, either the ſame Number, or near the fame 
Corps, after ſome artful Reductions, continu'd in this Na- 
tion in Time of Peace, on any Pretence, on any Apprehen- 
ſions whatſoever. | 

* I will not trouble you, Sir, with my Remarks on the 
Fallacy of thoſe Reductions. They have been ſufficiently 
expos'd by a Gentleman [ Mr R. Malpole] who is better in- 
form'd of the Secret of that Aﬀair, and who, I am glad 
to find, when he is contending for the Service of his Coun- 


try, is no more afraid than my ſelf, of being call'd a Ja- 


Cobite, by thoſe, who want other Arguments to ſupport 
Our 


their Debates. 


where ſo many Millions have been chearfully granted for the 
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« Our preſent Conſideration is, whether there are 
Reaſons to induce us, as our Circumſtances now ſtand, to 
keep up above ſixteen thouſand Men, with Officers for al- 
moſt double that Number ; and whether, if we ſhould con- 
ſent to keep them up, we ſhould act, as his Majeſty defires 
we ſhould, agreeably to the Conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms, 
and conſequently to the Principles on which his Government 
is founded. | 
© Now in Virtue of that Freedom of Speech we are all 
intitled to, I beg Leave to —_ y That the 
keeping up the Number propos d, is fo from being ne- 
ceſſary to our Protection, that it will be inconſiſtent with 
our Safety, and an exceſſive Burthen to his Majeſty's good 
Subjects. Nor do I think it poſſible any ts can be 
invented, none I am ſure have been yet 'd, to incline 
2 Houſe of Commons at this Time, when we are in a pro- 
found Tranquility, ſome domeſtick Feuds excepted, to ſub- 
mit to that, which every Member, every Lover of Liberty 
muſt own, abſtractedly conſide r d, to be a Grievance, and 
| ſuch a one as ought never to be ſubmitted to, but in that 
moſt deſperate and deplorable Circumſtance, where it is to 
be choſen as the leſs Evil. 

I know theſe Aſſertions interfere with what is laid down 
in the ſecond Paragraph of his Majeſty's Speech. But we 
are to conſider that as the Compoſition and Advice 
of his Miniſtry, and are therefore at Liberty to debate every 
Propoſition in it; eſpecially thoſe which ſeem rather cal- 
culated for the Meridian of Germany, than of Great 

* 'Tis the only Infelicity of his Majeſty's Reign, That 
he is unacquainted with our Language and Conſtitution; 
and 'tis therefore the more incumbent on his Britiſh Mini- 
ſters to inform him, That our Government does not ſtand 
on the ſame Foundation with his German Dominions, which, 
by Reaſon of their Situation, and the Nature of their Con- 
ſtitution, are oblig d to keep up Armies in Time of Peace. 
Nor is it in the leaſt to be wonder'd at, that his Majeſty, 
who hath ſpent the earlier Part of his Life in thoſe Domi- 
nions, ſhould think fixteen, or even thirty two thouſand 
Men, might be continu'd in ſo rich and powerful a Nation 
as this is, without being a Burthen to it. But when he ſhall 
come to underſtand, that the ſmaller Number in Time of 
Peace would be deſtructive to that Security and Eaſe of his 
People, for which he expreſſes ſo tender a Regard, he will 
doubtleſs be convinc'd, that thoſe act molt conformably to 
their Duty and his Intereſt, who, as true Subjects of Great 
Britain, are againſt continuitg more Troops, than have been 
uſually thought and found ſufficient, in the ſame . 
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ee. of Affairs, for the Support of the Crown and the Safety of 


I am therefore at a Loſs to conceive how Gentlemen 


enn perſwade themſelves, that the complying with this ex- 


Demand would promote his Majeſty's Service. 


traordinary 
For it ſuppoſes not only a Diſtruſt, but a Weakneſs in the 


Government; as if neither the Affections of the People at 
home, nor the Treaties of our Allies abroad, were to be 
depended on: Which is a Thought ſo injurious, ſo contra. 


dictory to ſome folemn Aſſurances from the Throne, that 


no one will preſume to advance it openly in this Houſe, or 
elſewhere ; and yet it is all, in my humble Apprehenſion, 
included in this Motion. Nothing indeed can alienate the 
Hearts of the People from his Majeſty ; but ſuch Attempt; 
have formerly prov'd fatal to Princes of leſs conſummate 
Wiſdom and Virtue. Nor are we to imagine, that the fame 
Grievance is not equally miſchievous in the Reign of a good 
Prince as of > ions: Tis ſometimes more ſo, becauſe 
leſs expected, and leſs guarded againſt. 


« Surely his Majeſty will have no juſt Cauſe to doubt the 


Continuance of that Zeal for the Good of our Country, 
which, he is pleas'd to ſay, hath been ſo eminently conſpi- 
cuous in every Seſſion of this Parliament, if we make the 
Fate of other Nations a Document to ourſelves on this Occa- 
fion ; if we think, that the keeping up a larger Number of 
Forces, than is abſolutely neceſſary, too dangerous an Expe- 
riment to be often 


Let Gentlemen look round Europe, and they will find, 


That ſome of the freeeſt and braveſt People in it have, by 
this very Method, loſt their Liberties. They will find, that 
the civil Power was from Time to Time drawn in, by pre- 
tended Exigencies, to allow and maintain an armed Force 
in Peace; which, as they at firſt thought, and were inſtructed 
to believe, was intended to add Strength to their Authority; 
to ſecure them in the Poſſeſſion of their religious and political 
Rights; to watch the ambitious Deſigns of their Neighbour 
Nations ; and to preſerve the Ballance of Power. Glorious 
Intentions, if they had prov'd real! But though they us'd all 
poſſible Precautions ; though they made it the Condition of 


their Eftabliſhment, that the Forces ſhould be difbanded, 


when the extraordinary Occaſion for which they were rais'd 


ceas ' d, yet they perceived too late that their Condition was 


not binding; That they had erected a Power ſuperiour to 

themſelves ; That the Soldiery, when they had taſted the 

Sweets of Authority would not part with it, and, that even 

their Princes, after theſe temporary Conceſſions made to 

them, began to think, that ruling by an Army was a more 

eaſy, a more compendious Way of Government, than _ 
u 
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— which they unhappily conſented to deſtroy, 


which could never have been deſtroy d without 


to apprehend every Thing from it, be the Pretence never ſo 


Wenn your Time, to recount the Miſ- 
chiefs which have from hence happened to this Nation; and 
[ will not run back to former Reigns. But I cannot forbear 
obſerving what [ Me Snell] my very good Friend near me 
hath already hinted, that it was the great Grievance com- 
plain'd of in the Bill of Rights, and was that from which 
the Revolution was to deliver us. King William himſelf, 
after the Peace of Ryſwick, could not obtain above ten thou- 


fand Men, though he had then a more enterprizing and a 


more powerful Prince to deal with, than any now in this Part 


of the World. And the Proceeding of that Houſe of Com- 
mons muſt be ever juſtified by thoſe, who have the leaſt 
Concer for our Conſtitution, notwithſtanding ſome un- 
. that it involv d us in a long and ex- 

Beſides, it is every Vear declar d in the Act of 

— — That the keeping up a ſtanding 
Amy in Time of Peace is againſt Law ; and as the Freeing 
us from it was one of the Ends of the Revolution, ſo nodoubt 


haut it hath been urg d, That the Conſent of Parliament 
reconciles all ; and that Forces ſo continu'd are not to be 


y 
Leave, [ Lord Molefworth} who makes the Diſtinction, is a 
Notion too fine, too chimerical to be maintain'd. 

* I know indeed it is explained both in the Bill of Rights, 
and in the Act of Mutiny and Deſertion, _- tos 
up a ſtanding Army in Time of Peace is illegal, only, it 
row Lows Conſent of Parliament : Now 2 Sort 
weakens Argument, as to the Inconvenience Oppreſ- 
fion of which I am ſpeaking. For tho' the Parliament, in 


tieke declaratory Laws, ſeems to put in its Claim only againit 


Ineroachments of the Crown, from whence it ſuppos d 
ſuch Oppreſſions were more likely to come, than from the 
Repreſentatives of the People; yer the Conſent of Parlia- 


men: 
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tamely ſubmit to its own Diſſolution. An Army, tho 


Afr Te. timere 
moves for com- 
n::ttting Mr Ship- 
pen to the Tower, 
3 Ear 
me Exprethons 
xefiecting on the 
Kings Speech. 


Debate thercon. 


ſame Cauſes from producing the ſame Effects. An Army, 
tho' kept up by the Conſent of Parliament, will, like other 
Armies, ſoon know its own Strength, will in Probabili 

purſue the Dictates of Self- Preſervation, and rather chook 
to diſſolve that Authority with which it is incompatible, than 


by Conſent of Parliament, if it hath no Enemies A 
will be apt to make Depredations at Home ; and I wiſh there 
hath not been ſomething of that Kind done this laſt Year: 1 
wiſh we have no Complaints from ſome of our own moſt con- 


fiderable Parliamentary Corporations, of Soldiers demanding 


free Quarter, and inſulting the chief Mlagiſtrates for exert- 
ing the Power we have lodg'd with them, and endeavour. 
ing to redreſs the Grievances of the poor Inn-keepers and 
Inhabitants. Nay, the Conſent of Parliament is fo far from 
altering the Nature and Genius of Armies, that a Parliament 
Army, conſiſting of about the Number now demanded, once 
committed greater Outrages, and gave a deeper Wound to 
the Conltitution, than all the Armies of the Crown have 
ever done ; and that Army was the Creature of a Parliament 
which had eftabliſh'd itſelf. But, if we were to admit for 
Argument's Sake, that the Conſent of Parliament could make 
Armies more tame and ductile than they would otherwiſe 
be, I think, however, it would not be adviſeable for a Par- 
liament, that intends to act rationally and agreeably either 
to the Principles on which his Majeſty's Government, or it 
own Power is founded, to familiarize a military Force to this 
free Nation. For the very Name and Terror of it would, 
without Oppreſſion, awe and ſubdue the Spirits of the Peo- 
ple, extinguiſh their Love of Liberty,. and beget a meanand 
abje&t Acquieſcence in Slavery. 

Sir, We have already ſuſpended ſome Laws, and repeal- 
ed others, to comply with the Neceſſities of the Adminiſtra- 
tion: But pray let us not go farther, let us not go on to con- 
tinue the Army, or the greateſt Part of it: For ſo long asit 
is continued, ſo long is the whole Conſtitution ſuſpended, or, 
at leaſt, in the Mercy of thoſe whom we arm againſt it. 


The Expreſſions in the above 8 which are diſtin- 
guiſh'd with a XP gave Offence to ſeveral Members, and in 
particular to Mr Lechmere, who having taken them down 
in Writing, urg d. That thoſe Words were a ſcandalow 
Invective againſ the King's Perſon and Government, of whicd 
the Houſe ought to ſhew the higheſt Reſentment, and there 
fore mov'd, That the Member who ſpoke thoſe offenſive 
Words ſhould be ſent to the Tower.” Mr Lechmere v3 
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for the faid Offence, committed Priſoner to his Majeſty's 8. 
| Tower of London, 


HE DIEES =” 


Joly 18. 1919. 
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Spencer Cowper *, and back'd 


allowing him the Liberty of explaining 
imſelf.” Mr Snell, Mr Hutcheſon, and ſome ſpoke Mr zen. 
alſoin Behalf of Mr Shippen, intending chiefly to give him 
an ity of retracting or excuſing what ſaid, 
which Mr Shippen not thinking proper to do, a great Diſ- 
in Writing were the ſame as had been ſpoken? A 
ing ſuggeſted, That there was no Precedent of 
on a Member of the Houſe for Words ſpo- 


T 


a Committee, Sir Charles Hotham , Member for such. Hoten. 


Beverley, 'd Inſtances of the 

other Hand, Mr Shi 

 vanc'd, it was, at laſt, refolv'd, by 196 Voices 

That the Words taken down in Writing 

Shippen. It was then about Nine in the E 

being moved and carried, That the Chairman leave the 

Chair; Mr Speaker reſum' d his Place, and Mr Farrer re- 

e * That Exceptions having 
taken to ſome Words ſpoken in the ittee, by 


Er 
| 
L 


8 
214 
S 


d in the Affirmative. by 175 Voices againſt 
thereupon it was order d, That William Shippen, 


and that Mr Speaker do ifſue his War- Kart 


* He tas made Chief-F«ſ ice of Cheſter, May 35. 171). 
1. d Maſter of th: Rolls, May 27. 1717. 
Colonel of the Frinee of IV ales's Royal Regiment of Dragoms, 


1 yea | 


Amo 4. Get. 1. America, the Garriſons in Minorca, Gibraltar, Placentia 
LAY RY and Annapolis, and of the Iflands Bahama and Providence 
Mr Jefferies, Member for Droitwich, made the following 
Speech : | 
Mr Speaker, | 5 . 
36 I Shall not waſte the Time of the Committee in making 
gan Apology for meddling in this Queſtion ; fince I 
hend whatever I can yet call my own to be at Stake in the 
Event of it. Whether the Army ſhall be disbanded or con- 
tinued in Time of Peace ? Whether we ſhall be govern'd by | 
the Magiſtrate, or the Soldier? Or, whether we ſhall be | 
c | 
mport. | 
I think myſelf juſtify'd in ſaying this, from the Examples 
of moſt Countries in Europe. They were once free; but if 
it be inquir'd, how, from the State of Fredom, they ſunk 
into Slavery, it will appear, that their common Ruin has | 
proceeded from the Continuance of regular Troops in Pay, 
after the Occafion for which they were rais'd was over. 
That this Iſland has retain d its Freedom longer than 
the Countries on the Continent, has been imputed to its $i- 
tuation, which not being ſo much expos'd to the Incurſons 
of its Neighbours, there was not the like Pretence for keep- 
ing up regular Troops. But the Preſervation of our Liber- 
ties to this Time, is, in my Opinion, rather to be aſcrib'd 
to the due Senſe our Forefathers had of the Danger the Pub- 
F 
in Time of Peace; and alſo to the Meaſure obſerv'd by the 
Houſe of Commons, in giving ſuch Supplies only, as en- 
abled the Prince to live in the full Enjoyment of his Prero- 
gative, without putting it into his Power to affect the Liber- 
ties of the Subject. | 
From the firſt credible Account of Things in this King- 
dom down to King Charles IT's Time, I can find no Inſtance, 
where the Crown kept up regular Troops in Time of Peace, 
that of Richard II. excepted. | 
He liv'd in a tempeſtuous Age; he had Wars Abroad, 
and Commotions at Home. The firſt Rebellion, headed by 
Wat Tyler, was compos'd without ſhedding the Blood of any 
one of the Rebels, fave Tyler himſelf : The King gave them 
good Words ; they laid down their Arms, — and 
were all pardon'd. Another Rebellion of the Men of Kent 
and Effex broke out, which occafion'd the King's raiſing a 
Army of forty thouſand Men. The Rebels apply'd by Fe 
tition to have their Liberties and Franchiſes allow'd them. 
But the King ſpoke to theſe in a different Style ; and told | 
them, Slaves they were, and Slaves they ſhould be. Fire 
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appears 
Hiſtorian, who ſays, © That the King having 


ly after his Reſtoration, 


( 163 ) 
hundred of them were cut to Pieces in the Field, and fifteen 
Hundred of them were afterwards executed in cold Blood. 
« This Severity aw'd the Nation for a while. But, the 
Diſcontent of the People afterwards increaſing, about the 
thirtieth Year of his Reign a Parliament was call'd, and to 


ment; which might at the ſame Time be an Awe upon 
any refractory Members.” Touching the Numbers of 
which this Army conſiſted Hiſtory is filent : This only we 


Conduct, 


* his Power, and put himſelf beyond all Oppoſition, 
« himſelf ſecure, and an abſolute Prince. But it being laid 
upon ſuch a Foundation, as begat many Diſcontents among 
the People, all the Fabrick prov'd weak, and was ſoon 
* follow'd with lamentable Ruin.” When that King's Af- 


fairs grew deſperate, an Oath was requir'd from the Duke 
of 


Lancaſter, afterwards Henry IV. that he ſhould cauſe 
the King to ſend Home the Cheſhire Guard, which was ac- 


J obſerve in the Debate it has been taken for granted, 
That the Crown of England has a Right to a Number of 
regular Troops, under the Denomination of Guards. This 
is a Notion I can by no Means give into. It was not fo ab 


The firſt Guards we hear of, the Yeamen of the Guard, 
which were conſtituted by Henry VII. being of another 
Kind, were in Charles II's Time. That Prince immediate- 

got r a ſmall Number of 
Guards, which at firſt ſeem'd to be meant only to add to the 
Equipage and Splendor of the Court. But it ſoon appear'd, 
that he had other Views : The Guards, by adding Men to 
Troops and Companies, and Troops and Companies to Re- 
giments, were inſenſibly increas'd ; ſo that in the Year 1677, 
they were got up to five thouſand eight hundred ninety Men. 
Few Seſſions paſs'd, but they were taken Notice of in the 
Houſe of Commons, and though Money was not ask d of 


— fs their Support, yet they occaſioned a general 
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About that Time there was a Proſpe& of War win 
France, on which Pretence an Army was rais'd. But the 


for preſerving what was left in Flanders ; and that the King 
vas confident no Body would repine at the Employing that 
Money, which was rais d for the diſbanding of the Army, 
* for the Continuance of it. 


ſeven Men for the enſuing Year. | 
It is faid, © That there is a diſaffected Party in the King- 


dom, which makes an Army neceſſary. 


If this Argument will prevail, tis 
prevail'd for fix hundred Years paſt, fince no Period within 


would think it ſhould have been natural for the prevail 

Party, in order to their Security, to have inſiſted on the 
Continuance of their regular Troops, at leaſt for a Time. 
There was a Pretender to the Crown, who had a ſtrong 
Party in the Nation, and the Government was inſecure We 
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draw that ſacred 


Body to Pain 


into a Debate, muſt put every to „ who 
takes the other Side of the Queſtion, in Regard it may be 


for the Continuance of the 
does infinuate a Diſtruſt of 


and unparliamentary a Way of Ar- 


wrt let Gentlemen judge : For to 


brought 


the denying it 
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Rebellion was ſuppreſs d. 


the Spirit of 
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was different with his 
were 


; for of twenty - ix Emperors, no lefs then fixteen 


Succeſſors 
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Army here in England, in the Times of Uſurpation, if | 
may de allow'd to name them, in a ſhort Space change the 
Government into ten ſeveral Forms ? What Treatment did 
the Parliament, who had rais'd and ſupported them, meet 
with from them? They beſet the Houſe, repuls'd many 
Members who would have come in, others they dragg d 
on yy OE OS. EO RP were all turn'd 
out, and the Doors ſhut up. I fay this with the more 
Aſſurance, having had the Account from an honourable 
Perſon, lately dead, who was an Eye-witneſs of it. This 
Army, tis true, which conſiſted of about ſeventeen thou- 
ſand Men, 1 ing Charles the ſecond. 
But that Prince ſoon di 
the fame Army which brought him in, ſhould their Minds 
change, might again turn him out. 
This Odjection, drawn from a Diſtruſt of his Majeſty, 
deſerves another Name Tig an honeſt, tis a reaſonable 
Jealouſy of the growing Power of the Crown, which thoſe 
that went before us always avow'd. May it not with Parity 
of Reaſon be faid, That becauſe I will not conſent, that 
the King ſhall by his Proclamation raiſe Money without 
Parliament, that this is a Diſtruſt of his Majeſty ? Becauſe 
I will not conſent to give up Magna Charta, and accept of 


under the fame Circumſtances will not do the fame Things ; 
and that we ſhould conſent for ourſelves, to depoſite our 


Liberties in their Hands for a while ; will any one fay, 
that we have an Authority alſo to conſent on the Behalf of 
thoſe we repreſent ? A Sum of Money, a Jewel, or 
valuable Thing is committed to my Care ; I 
Owners Conſent leave it in the Poſſeſſion of a 


ug hom I 
embezil the Money, or detain the 


my Truſt by putting it into hi 
It is ſelf-evident that, by keepi | 

Forces, who may, when they are dispos'd, 
Power of the civil Magiſtrate, the Strength and Secu- 
have 


rity of our Conſtitution is at an End, and that we 


no other Rule of Government left, than Will and Pleaſure. 
The Notion I have of Slavery is the being ſubjected to the 
Will of another; and notwithſtanding the Rod be not al- 
ways on my Back, or the Dragoon in my Houſe ; yet, Hf 


it is not wm my Power to prevent its being ſo, I am no 


- 


them, being well aware that 


or other 
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free. After Angpſics de afbeh US dis of 
2 2 roops, the Roman Conſtitution was as much 
ne . 
ny was not by Augaſtus exercis'd with the li 
was by his Succeflors ; yet, from the Time 48 
came irreſiſtible, the Romans were Slaves. 

Another Argument us'd for this Number of Troops is, 
That there are no Thoughts of eſtabliſhing them; but only 
continuing them for a Year. 

If the Notion be true, which no Gentleman in the De- 
bate has deny'd, That the Number of di 
contended for, Nr 


for them: In- 
ay ute Ate Pow, provide for themſelves ? Is it 
reaſonable to think, that Men will ftarve with Swords in 
their Hands ? | | 
] am ſenſible, that I have too much treſpaſs'd on Gen- 
tlemen's Patience. I ſhall ſay no more; but that Bodies 
„e Govern- 
ments muſt die as well as Men; ours is grown old and crazy; 
and tho" the hath farviv'd her Neighbour, yet I fear her 
Day approaches. 


thou- Ano 4. Gee. K. 


Afer Mr Jeferies had ended his Speech, Sir Thomas 


Hanmer ſpoke as follows : 
Mr Speaker, | 

© I cannot forbear troubling you with n 
— tho I can neither flatter myſelf with the H 

of convincing any one, nor pretend to be able to offer any 
Thing to your Conſideration, which has not in a better 
Manner been urg'd already. But I am truly concern'd for 
the Miſchiefs which, I think, we are giving Way to; and 
if I cannot prevent them, it will be a Satisfaction to me at 
leaſt to proteſt againſt them. 

* All Gentlemen who heve Howe in this Debate, have, 
for their different agreed in one Thing, to preſs 
very much the Ar of Danger; and the only Queſti- 
on is, on which the Danger lies ; whether o the Go- 
vernment, without a Force to ſupport it ; or to the 
Conſtitution 


tary Force, if it be allow'd to cominue in it. 
© As to the Dangers which threaten the Government, I 
I am not to overlook them. But I hope we 
— d, if we cannot be convinc d of Dangers, which 


no Man, in. etends to e to us. 
* — Abroad 


and Liberties of Great Britain, from that mili- 


Sir Thomas Har- 
mer's Speech mm 

the Debate con- 

cerning the Lam 
Forces. 


Dependence upon any Thing, and we muit even be 


| tobe; if we will but have Regard to thoſe plain 


_—_ 
* Abroad the __ - 
I think it 1s to ſuppoſe a Time poi 

of pat 

. The three great 
Powers, thoſe which are moſt conſiderable in themſelves, 
of neareſt Concern to us, I mean the Empire, France 
Holland, are ſo far from being at any Enmity with us, 
they are all of them our faſt Friends and Allies, at leaft 
we are told fo, and hear very often a great deal of boaſting 
upon that Subject, whenever the Adminiſtration of the Go- 


uage is quite turn'd the other Way, then we are in the 
eft and moſt inſecure Condition imaginable, there is no 


diſaffected to the Government, if we will not believe that 
we are ſurrounded on all Sides with the — 4 

© But in the midſt of theſe Contrarieties and Contradicti 
I think we need not be at any Loſs what our Conduct ought 


1 Views, and Intereſts, 
oreign Courts; what ] ies are them, 
ae i we 
Things into our Conſiderations, to guide us in 
concerning our own Guards and Garriſons here at 

we ſhall be in a Labyrinth indeed; and muſt be compell'd 
lat to put an abſolute Truſt in the Government, becauſe 
they only know the Truth of ſuch Matters, and from 

we muſt be content to receive whatſoever Account they think 
fit to give us of them. But the only Thing proper for usto 
look to is, what is plain and obvious to the Senſe of all Man 
kind, I mean, When are the Times of preſent Peace. There 
need no Refinements of Politicks to know that, and I will 
venture to ſay, that during ſuch Times of Peace no remote 
Fears, no Arguments drawn from Contingencies of what may 
be hereafter, have ever yet brought this Nation into a Cot 


ceflion ſo fatal to Liberty, as the Keeping up of ſanding | 


Forces, when there is no other Employment for them, but 


to inſult and oppreſs their Fellow SubjeQs, I fa 2 — 


r . r ll. 
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amo. Go. which inſults them in the Poſlefion of the reſt, and ean 
GAU RL turn them out of the whole whenever they pleaſe. | 
Wich Submiſſion therefore, the Argument is taken by 
the End, when it is faid, There are great Anime- 


— — 


Of what Nature the Reductions have been other Gen- 
tlemen have ſo fully explain d, and I believe it ſo generally 
_ underſtood, it will be needleſs for me to dwell upon it. 
But the Short of the Caſe is this, That out of thirty two 
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Sir Jo. Jekyll 


( "72 } 
Guernſey, for the Year 1718. be 16347, commiſſioned and 
non · commiſſioned Officers included. II. That a Sum not 
exceeding 681,618 l. be granted to his Majeſty, for defray. 


| 
[ 


ing the Charge of the ſaid 16347 effeftive Men for Guards“ 


and Garritons, and other his Majeſty's Land Forces in Great 
Britain, Jerſey and Guernſey, for the Year 1718. III. 
That à Sum not exceeding 130361 J. 55. 5d. be granted 
to his Majelly, for the Charge of Half-pay to the re. 
duced Officers of his Majeſty's Land Forces and Marines 


Motion was made, that the fame be 
occaſion d a freſh Debate. Mr Robert Walpole, 
the moſt remarkable Speech, urg d. 


ountry ; and ſuggeſted, * The: by reducing 


in another Manner, the full Number of Land Forces already 


voted, might be kept up, and yet near a hundred thouſand 
Pounds faved to the Nation, beſides the Pay of Genen 
Officers, which, he doubted not, all Gentlemen would rex 
dily acknowledge, with him, to be an unneceſſary Expence. 
This Overture was liſten'd to with great Attention, and 
ticularly by Sir Joſeph Jekyll, who, bei 

ow what Mr Walpole had to propoſe, to fave 
berable a Sum to the Nation, declar'd his Opinion for re- 
committing the fecand Reſolution above-mention'd, which 


was carry'd without dividing. It was alſo refolv'd, That 
the laſt of the three above-recited Reſolutions be recom- 


mitted. 


Debate concerning Dec. 9. The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Grand Com- 


the Charge of the 
0 -Forccs, 


Nu Craggs. 


mittee, to take into Conſideration the ſecond Neſolution. 


viz. for granting to his Majeſty the Sum of 681,618 1 
which had been recommitted. Mr Craggs, who ſpoke firi, 
ſaid, © That having already agreed to the Number of 
Troops, it was but natural and reafonable to grant See 

| | neceuar 
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( 174 ) 
Anno 4. Gee. 1. This Bill, with an unuſual Diſpatch paſſed through both 
«>, Houſes in ten Days. | 
Debate concerni Dec. 18. Mr Freeman and Mr Hutcheſon, upon exam- 
the HalF-Pay o ;ning the Liſts of Half-Pay Officers that had been laid before 
Mr Freeman. the Houſe, That there were three Sorts of 
hake. Officers in the ſaid Liſts, who, in their Opinion, had no 
Title to the ſaid Half-Pay, viz. the Warrant-Officers ; thoſe 
under Age, and therefore uncapable to ſerve ; and the Of- 
* = 


to the Plenty or Scarcity of either; and ſuggeſted, * That 
8 Gold in the current Coins of On 
tain, had occaſion d the Exportation of great Quantitis 
Silver Species; and to that Purpoſe, laid open a clandeſtine 
Trade, which of late Years had been carry'd on by the 
Dutch, Hamburghers oreigners, in Concert with 
porting Silver Coins, and importing 
which being coin'd into Guineas at the Tower, near 15 
Pence was got by every Guinea, „ 
* Made Secretary of State in this Seſſion. 
Made Att General and a Prroy- in this Seſſion, in the 
NM = -aeetrogdidled ads 
e dur iq; this Sofiun, 
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againft the Rebels in Scotland, and in the 


Chair, it was carry'd in the Affirmative, by 186 Voices 
againſt 148. 

— Ke Jan. 24. The Houſe went into a grand Committee, to 

HalF-pay Officers. conſider farther of the Supply; particularly in relation to 

Mr Hutcheſon, Half- pay; and Mr Hutcheſon and Mr Walpole chiefly in- 

That the Officers of the 13 Regiments reduc'd in 

Ireland, ought to have been plac'd on the Eitabliſhment of 

8 " Kingdom. The Lord Viſcount Broderick , Member 

for Midhurſt, endeavour'd to juſtity the Miniſtry there, and 

how hard the Caſe of thoſe Officers would be, 


K 


; 
; 


= 


Mr Walpole reply d, That 'twas Matter of Surprize, that 
an End had been put to the Seſſion of the Parliament of 
Ireland, without making Proviſion for the faid Officers.” 
After this it was agreed to ttrike off the Lift of Halt-pay 
all the Minors under fixteen ; ſeveral Warrant Officers the 
Officers of the 13 Regiu ot reduc'd in Ireland. and the 
_ Chaplains not provided for; N oerwithi.2ucing which, the 
Courtiers ſtill demanded 1 15,0001. for te Li! of Halſqay; 
but upon the Motion for the Chairman to leave the Chair, 
which was carry'd without dividing, the Speaker reſum d 
it, and the farther Conſideration of that Matte: was put of 
to the next Day. 
Fan. 25. The Commons went again into a Committee 
of the whole Houſe on the Supply, and the Courtiers re- 


new'd the Demand of 115,000 1. for the Liſt of Half-pay. 


— prantes On the other Hand, the oppoſite Party were 2 
that Sum to 80, ooo l. But Mr Walpole having ' 
' 94,000 |. the ſame was readily accepted on both Sides. 
Then Mr Freeman mov'd, © That the Vacancies in the 
Guards ſhould be ſupply'd by Half-pay Officers : * But the 
Queſtion being put thereupon, it was carry d in the Nega- 
tive by 164 Voices againſt 156. | 
An Addref: for fup- Mr Speaker having reſum'd the Chair, Mr Farrer imme- 
plying 1 diately reported to the Houſe, © That the Committee had 
(theHorle and Foot directed him to move, and it was accordingly reſolved, That 
Grenadiers excep- an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majefty, that all Va- 
| — Haif-puy Cancies 


Lord Chancellor of Feland. 


they were ſtruck off the Engliſh Eſtabliſhment. To which 
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t be ſupply'd by Half - Pay 
reduc d in Great Britain of the ſame Rank, except in 
Horſe and Foot - Guards, and Horſe-Grenadiers.” The ſai 


Addreſs was accordingly preſented to the King. 
Jon. 37: 4 — 1 -; 


of this Seſſion. 

_ Fibruary 4. The Houſe reſolv'd itſelf into a Grand Com- : 

mittee, upon the Bill, For ng the Forces, and for Pa- — 
reading the Bill, and the Articles 


ing, That it ſhall and may be lawful to and for Court Mar- | 

* nals to puniſh Mutiny and Deſertion with Death, urging, 

+ That a Court Martial was never allowed of in England in 
Time of Peace, as being inconſiſtent with the Rights and 
Liberties of a free People ; and mov'd, © That the Offences 

committed by the Soldiery be cognizable and puniſh'd by 

the Civil Magiſtrate.” Sir William Thompſon anſwer d Mr sir W. Thompfun, 
Hutcheſon, and the latter was ſeconded by Mr Edward Har- wr E. Harley. 
ley, who, to ſhew the Danger of a ſtanding Army govern'd 

by Martial Law, quoted a Book written by a noble Mem- 

ber of the Houſe, intitled, An Account of Denmark. Here- 

upon Lord Molefworth, [ Author of that Baal, ] endeavour'd Lord Maleſworth, 
to ſhew, © That this was not a parallel Caſe ; that the pre- | 

ſent Poſture of Affairs in Great Britain was vaſtly different 

from the State of Things in Denmark at that Junfture ; and 

that the Commons having already declar'd it neceſſary to 

mantain the ftanding Forces, it was no leſs neceſſary to 

keep thoſe Forces within the Bounds of Duty and Diſcipline, 
by the ordinary Rules of Martial Law, as was ever practis 
w all civiliz'd Nations.” Sir Gilbert Heathcote having 
back d the Lord Moleſworth, Mr Hungerford ſaid, He mc tyungerfare. 
remember d a remarkable Paſſage in The Hiftory of the Revo- 
ations of Seveden, which was, That one Jung, a rich Burgher 

of Stockholm, who had much contributed to the keeping up 

2 ſanding Army, was the firſt that was hang d by Marti 
Law. General Lumley and ſome others were of Mr den. Lumley. 
Hutcheſon's Opinion; and, on the other Hand, Sir Joſeph 8 J. jeuyl. 
Jekyll was for keeping up the Martial Law, at leaſt, one m_ 
Year longer.” But the main Diſpute fell between Mr 
Craggs and Mr Robert Walpole, who in the Heat of Ar- 
| Fument could not forbear letting drop ſome ſharp Reflecti- 


Vor. I. 2 ons. 


1717-18. 
Mr LeCchmerc, 


The Mutiny-R'l! 
pafles the Huutc. 


D-bate on the 
Merchant's Petiti- 
on relating to the 


Trade to Sweden. 


M: Craggs. 


( 178 ) 
anno 4. Ceo. . ons. Mr Lechmere, in Anſwer to what Mr Walpole had 


advanced, viz. That a Court Martial in Time of Peace was 
altogether unknown in England, ſhew d to the contrary, 
© That the Court of Admiralty, which is allow'd in Times 


of Peace as well as of War, has an equal Power in relation 


to Seamen, with a Court Martial in Relation to Soldiers. 
At laſt, about Eight in the Evening, the Queſtion being put, 
That the Clauſe relating to the Puniſhment of Mutiny and 
Deſertion ſhould ſtand as expreſs d in the Bill, it was car- 
ry'd in the Affirmative by a Majority of 247 againſt 229. 
Feb. 12. The engroſſed Bill, For puniſhing Mutiny and De- 


ſertion, &c. was read the third Time, and the Queſtion be- 


ing put, That the ſaid Bill do paſs, it was carried in the 
Afﬀfcmative by 186 Voices againſt 105 : This great Majori- 
ty was aſcrib d to Mr Walpole's voting with the Courtiers, 


and his having declar'd to his Friends, That tho in the | 


Debate about this Bill, he was for having Mutiny and De- 
ſertion puniſh'd by the Civil Magiſtrate, yet he had rather 


thoſe Crimes ſhould be puniſh'd by Martial Law, than not 


iſh'd at all. 
Feb. 27. The Houſe pr 


to take into Conſideration 


- he Birmnee of the Fonkiinn of french imac and Gimen 


of Shipping, and other Petitions which had been preſented 
to the Houſe, in Relation to the Trade to and from Sweden: 
And the Extras of the Letters between the Secnetaries of 
State, and his Majeſty's Reſidents in Holland ; and alfo the 
Memorials which Mr Jackſon preſented to the Regency of 
Sweden, and the Anſwers to them, were read : Afﬀter which 
Mr Jackſon being call'd in, Mr Craggs ask'd him, whether 
he was of Opinion, That if the Trade were open'd with 
Sweden, our Merchants would be upon a better Foot than 
| That, in his 


1 = 
the Government, the Court of Sweden would be more ſtiff 
than ever, and render the Purchaſe of their Iron more dif- 
ficult to us.” Some Members being offended at Mr Jackſon's 
Expreſſion, wiz. A Set of Mer, cry d out, Cu/tody, C - But 
the more moderate contented themſelves — — 4 
upon explaining himſelf: Hereupon Mr Jackſon 'd, 
That he meant the Merchants who 2 —— 
Petitions.” This being by ſome look d upon rather 2 


5 


? 


4 ( 179 ) 
ogravation than an Excuſe, the Cry of Cufody, Caffody, Ao mol 
. but Mr R. Walpole brought him of by ſug- — 
8 pen gone s of that 


Then 1 Petitioners, and ſome bert 8 1— call'd 


in, and farther heard, they repreſented among other Parti- 
culars, * That fince the Prohibition of Trade with Sweden, 
they bought Iron of the Dutch 4 l. per Ton dearer 
| than before ; and that whereas the Engliſh were formerly, 


= about 30,000 |. per Annum, Gainers by the Trade with 
| Sweden, they now loſt about 90,000 l. But this was con- 
tradicted by Mr Craggs, who ſuggeſted, © That the Exports 


from for England had never amounted to 

a_ and therefore the Difference of the 

Profit and could not come up to this laſt Sum.” The 
Merchants withdrawn, Mr Heyſham ſpoke in their Mr Heytham. 


Favour, and a Motion, upon _ 
propoſed, That an = Alte be polans ts his Majeſty, to 
Ake into his Conſideration the State of the Trade with Swe- 
| den, and that ſuch Meaſures might be taken, that his Ma- 
Ieh 's Subjects, and thoſe of his Allies, might carry on the 
fad Trade in the ſame Manner. Hereupon there aroſe 2 
num Diſtuce, in which Mr Craggs repreſented, © That ſuch mr Cragga 
an Addreſs would be to the King's Honour, and 
eren a Reflection on the Parliament, who had defir'd his 
| Majeſty to prohibit all Commerce with Sweden ; and that 
| on the other Hand, fuch an Addreſs was altogether needleſs, 
ſſſiuee his Majefty's Wiſdom would not fail to apply all pro- 
per Remedies to the Evil that was complain'd of” Here- 
| | upon Sir William Wyndham faid, © That the Prohibition of Sir w. Wyndham. 
Trade with Sweden having been thought convenient, when 
* | there was ſome Grounds to fear an Invaſion from thence ; 
nao that A nſion was entirely over, it would be no 
| Refletion either upon the King or his Parliament, to take 
| off the faid Prohibition ; and that he wonder'd we ſhould | 


have ever been the Support of the Proteſtant Intereſt, and 
whom, by Treaties, we ſtand obliged to defend and pro- 
-_ After this it was reſfoly'd by a Majority of 201 


282 111, to adjourn the Debate till that Day 
t 


March 17 


Mr Boſcawen acquainted the Houſe, That he 


had a Meſlage to the Houſe, ſign d by his Majeſty :. Which 
was as follows, viz. 


Z 2 GEORGE 


S # ß P ] i. ati att a. 
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GEORGE R. | 


13 Majeſty being at preſent engag'd in ſeveral Ne 
gotiations of the utmoſt Concern to the Welfare of 


60 « dete Kingdoms, and the Tranquility of Europe; and ha- 
« vying lately receiv'd Information from Abroad, which | 
« makes him judge that it will give Weight to his Ende. 
« yours, if a Naval Force be employ'd where it ſhall be 
«« neceflary, does think fit to acquaint this Houſe therewith ; 

oy not doubting but that in caſe he ſhould be obli 4. at this | 
critical Juncture, to exceed the Number of Men granted 
« this Year for the Sea-Service, the Houſe will, at their 


next Meeting, provide for ſuch Exceeding. 


Upon this Sir William Strickland mov'd, © That an Ad | 

des be preſented to his Majetty, Dee 
An Addreſs there- Thanks of this Houſe, for his unwearied Endeavours to 

the Welfare of his Kingdoms, and to preſerve the 

ranquility of Europe; and to aſſure his Majeſty, That this 

Houſe will make good ſuch Exceedings of Men for the Sz 

Service of the Year 1718, as his Majeſty in his Royal Wii 

dom ſhall find neceſſary to obtain thoſe deſirable Ends. 


This 


Motion being ſeconded, and the Queſtion put thereupm, ' 
was carry'd without dividing. | 
It is very remarkable, that the Spaniſh Embaffador h- | 


about this Time concerning the | 
=. 1 — for { a Fleet into the — Jed, 
— — Walpole faid, © That ſuch an Addreſs had all the Air of a 
chat addreſs, Declaration of War againſt Spain. 
March 18. Mr Boſcawen acquainted the Houſe, That their 
Addreſs had been preſented to his Majeſty ; and that he wa: 
commanded by his Majeſty, to return his Majeſty's hearty 
W Thanks to this Houſe, and to aſſure them, that his Majeſty 
twer to the above ſhall think himſelf oblig d, in Return of the great Con- | 
_—_ dence they have repos d in him, not only to uſe the utmoſt 
OEconomy that ſhall be conſiſtent with the real Intereſt of 
his Subjects for this enſuing Year ; but likewiſe to apply his 
molt earneſt Endeavours to prevent future Burthens to bis 
People, by eſtabliſhing a laſting Peace and Tranquility. 
March 21. The King went to the Houſe of Peers, and 
the Commons attending, his Majetty gave the Royal Aﬀent 
to ſeveral Bills. | 
After which the Lord Chancellor read his Majeſty's | 
Speech to both Houſes of Parliament, as follow:, viz. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
The King's Speech ** Cannot put an End to this Seſſion, without returning 
Chint Sei- my ' hearty Thanks to ſo good a Parliament, for the 
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SPEECHES nd DEBATES 
In the FouxTHa Sess10wn of the 
Firſt Parliament of King GEORGE I. 


« Utrecht ; bus the Wor is Hams, ahhh by our Me- 
diation is fince happily ended, having tempted 
of Spain unjuſtly to attack the Em 
they have ſince conceiv'd of raiſing 
Britain, France, and elſewhere, having 
to believe, that we ſhould nat be 
of our Treaties, for the Deſent of the Dominions in- 
vaded by them, nor even to ſupport thoſe other eſſential 
and neceſſary Conditions of the Treaty of Utrecht, 
which provide againſt the great Manarchies of Europe, 
** being at any Time hereafter united under one Sovereign, 
they have not only perſiſted in ſuch a notorious Violation 
of the publick Peace and Tranquility, but have rejected 
< all our amicable Propoſals, and have broke thro' then 
** molt ſolemn Engagements for the Security of our Com 
mercee. | 
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Sir William Wyndham, Mr Shippen, Lord Moleſworth, 
and General Roſs, a warm Debate enſued. 


The Country Party ſtrenuouſly objected againſt the Words, zu w. 


entire Satiſactian in thoſe Meaſures which his Majeſty 
already taken. In order therefore to have theſe Words 


out of the Place, That 
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as ſoon as the Houſe thought fit ; but that it was neceſſary, 


Aano 5. Geo. I. 
1718. 


at this critical Junfure, when the Eyes of all Europe were 


fd on this Parliament, early to come to a vigorous 
ſolution, which would not fail having its due Weight 
Abroad. | dl 
This was warmly oppos'd by Mr R. Walpole, who urg d, 
That it was againſt the common Rules of 41 * 
the Methods of proceeding in that Houſe, to approve a 
Thing before they knew what it was : That he was tho- 
roughly convinc'd of, and as ready as any Perſon in that Aſ- 
ſembly, to acknowledge his Majeſty's great Care for the ge- 
neral Peace of Europe, and the Intereſt of Great Britain ; 
but that the giving Sanction, in the Manner propos d, to the 
late Meaſures, could have no other View, than to fkreen 
Miniſters, who were conſcious of having done ſomething 
amiſs, and, who having begun a War againſt Spain, would 
now make it the Parliament's War: Concluding, That in- 
ſtead of an entire Satisfaction, they ought to ſhew their en- 


7 


ire Diſſatisfaction with a Conduct that was contrary to the 


Laws of Nations, and a Breach of ſolemn Treaties.” Upon 

this Mr Craggs gave the Houſe an Account of the Meaſures 

which the King and his * purſaed for reſtoring 
a | A7 


Yer. I. 


Mr R. Walpole, 


ir Craggs, 


( v6 } 


Anuo 5. Ge. and ſecuring the Tranquility of Europe, and ſaid, That upon 


17 


that View a Treaty of defenſive Alli between his Maje- 
ity and the Emperor had been fign'd in May 1716, and by 
that very Gentleman, then in a high Station, who now ex- 
cepte againſt theſe Meaſures : That, at the fame Time, 


his Majeſty ſincerely defir'd and endeavour'd to maintain a 


perfect Friendſhip with the King of Spain, and had even 
propos d a defenive Alliance to him, before he made one 
with any other Power: That notwithſtanding the Engage- 
ments his Majeſty was under to guaranty the Neutrality of 
Italy, and to defend the Emperor in the Poſleſſion of his 
Dominions, which, upon the Invaſion of Sardinia, might 


have juſtify d his Majeſty's affiiting his Imperial Rlajeſty 


againſt Spain; yet the King choſe rather to act as a friendly 


Mediator, and, in Concert with the Regent of France, en- 


deavour'd to find out Means of reconciling the Intereſts of 
the Emperor and of the King of Spain, as the only Way to 
put a Stop to the War that threaten'd Italy, and in which 
all Europe might be involv'd : That the Catholick King 
was often ſollicited by the Britiſh Miniſters at Madrid, to con- 


cur with his Majeſty's good Intentions, and to give ſuch In- 


ructions to the Spanith Miniſter here, as would put it in 
his Majeſty's Power to ſtand up for the Intereſt and Advan- 
tages of Spain in the enſuing Negotiations : That the Ca- 
tholick King having declin'd to concert Meaſures with Great 
Britain, and demanding, in general, Satisfaction for the 
Breaches he pretended the Emperor had made upon the 
Treaty of Utrecht, the Balance of Power in Europe, and the 
Security and Liberty of the Princes and States of Italy, all 
that his Majeſty, with the Regent's Aſſiſtance, could do, 
was to obtain of the Emperor ſuch Conditions as were 
thought moit agreeable to his Catholick Majeſty ; to wit, 
an abſolute Renunciation of the Monarchy of Spain and the 
Indies, and a very conſiderable Settlement in Italy for a 
Prince of Spain, particularly the Great Duchy of Tuſcany: 
That as the Emperor's Pretenſions to Sicily were the prin- 
cipal Reaſons of his oppoſing the Treaty of Utrecht, from 
which he could not afterwards be brought off by the Treaty 
of Baden, it became neceſſary, towards an Accommodation, 
to diſpoſe of that Iſland in Favour of his Imperial Majeſty, 
of whom, upon that Confideration, his Majeſty and the Re- 
gent of France obtain'd the Diſpoſition of Sardinia in Favour 
of the King of Sicily: That theſe were the principal Arti- 
cles of the Treaty of Alliance, for reſtoring and ſettling 
the Publick Peace, commonly call'd the Quadruple Alliance, 
whici was a long while depending, and at laſt fign'd here, 
on the 22d of July, 1718: That in Order to ſupport the 
Views of this Treaty, and to add Weight to the — 
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for reſtoring the Tranquility of Europe, his Majeſty 1 
the Commons, toward the End of the laſt Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment, that he intended to employ a Naval Force when it 
ſhould be neceſſary ; whereupon this Houſe unanimouſly re- 


folv'd to return his Majeity their 'Thanks for his unwearied 


Endeavours to promote the Welfare of his Kingdoms, and 


to preſerve the Tranquility of Europe; and to aſſure his 


Majeſty, that they would make good ſuch Exceedings of 


in his Royal Wiſdom, ſhould find neceſſary to obtain thoſe de- 


Men for the Sea Service for the Vear 1718, as his Majeſty, 


Annog. Ges I. 
2718. 


AY RS 


ſirable Ends: [See p. 180.] That this unanimous Reſolution 


undoubtedly imply'd an entire Satisfaction in the Meaſures his 
Majeſty was at that Time concerting for preſerving the Tran- 
quility of Europe; and if an Action has ſince happen'd in 
Conſequence of thoſe Meaſures, this cannot, with any Juſtice, 
be call d the War of the Miniſters, but rather the War of 
the Parliament: That, however, it was not with Deſign of 
making War, but only of reſtoring Peace, that his Majeſty 
ſent a ſtrong Squadron into the Mediterranean: That, pur- 
ſuant to this View, as ſoon as Sir George Byng reach'd the 
Coaſt of Spain, he wrote a Letter to that King, defiring him 
to accept his Majeſty's Mediation, and to Kat from the 
Hoſtilities already begun; offering him his Service, either 
to withdraw his Troops, or even to aſſiſt him, in caſe the 
Emperor ſhould not conſent to a Suſpenſion of Arms ; which 
the Admiral propoſed while an Accommodation ſhould be 
negotiated : That the Spaniard, having with Haughtineſs 
rejected his Majeſty's repeated amicabie Propoſals, and not 
only perſiſted in the Violation of the publick Peace, by the 
Invaſion of Sicily, but likewiſe broke thro' moſt ſolemn 
Treaties for the Security of our Trade, it became neceſſary 
for his Majeſty's Naval Forces to check theſe inſolent and 
violent Proceedings, as well to maintain the Faith of his 
Majeſty's Engagements, and prevent the Conſequences of 
this War, as to protect and defend the Trade of the Britiſh 
Subjects, which labours under the heavieſt Hardſhips and 
Difficulties.” To confirm this laſt Aſſertion, Col. Bladen 
produc'd a Liſt of many Merchant Ships, taken or detain'd 
by the Spaniards. 

Mr R. Walpole having made ſolemn Profeſſions of his 
Duty and Affection to the King, and of his Readineſs to ac- 


Cal. Bladen. 


Mr R. Walpole, 


knowledge his Majeſty's Royal Care and conſtant Endea- 


vours for the Security and Welfare cf his People, and the 
Tranquility of Europe; but diſtinguiſhing between his Ma- 
jeſty and his Miniſters, aud ſhewing an Unwillingneſs to 


approve the Meaſures purſued by the latter, till the Trea- 


ties on which thoſe Meaſures were founded, had been fully 
aud maturely examin d. Mr Criggs readily admided of the 
A a 2 Diiliuc- 


11. C. 2 


„whenever the Houſe ſhould think 

enquire into the Conduct of the Miniſtry.” 

Upon the whole Matter, the Queſtion being at laſt put, 

upon the Lord Hinchingbroke's Motion, it was carry'd in 

the Affirmative by 216 Votes againſt 155. 
Nev. 12. The Commons having made the uſual Orders ; 

the Lord Hinchingbroke | 


E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament af 
to your Sacred Majeſty for your moſt gracious Speech from 
* the Throne, and for the many and great Inſtances, which 
you have been graciouſly pleas'd therein to give your Peo- 
6 08 your conſtant Endeavours for their Security and 
o re. | 

It is with the greateſt Pleaſure that we have this Op- 
« portunity to aſſure your Majeſty, that we have entire 
Satisfaction in thoſe Meaſures which you have already 
taken, for ſtrengthening the Proteſtant Succeſſion to the 
* Crown of theſe Realms in your own Family, and for 
© eſtabliſhing a laſting Tranquility in Europe, and parti- 
* cularly in relation to the Crown of Spain ; and we are 
* refolv'd on our Parts, to the utmoſt of our Power, to en- 
© able your Majeſty, in Concurrence with your Allies, not 
© only to reſent the Injuries which that Crown has already 


done to the Commerce of theſe Eingdoms, * 
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the Addreſs from the 
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the Bl of God, enable me to defeat the ill-groun- 
« ded Hopes of our Enemies: As I am perſuaded the Ne- 
« ceſſity and Uſefulneſs of your Proceedings will be ap- 
* prov'd by the Event, I do return you my very hearty 
„Thanks for this loyal Addreſs. 


Nov. 13. Mr Craggs the Tranſlations of 
ſeveral Treaties of Alliance, and Articles belonging there- 
unto, which were order'd to lie on the Table. 

Dec. 17. Mr Boſcawen, by the King's Command, ac- 
quanted the Houſe, That all his Majeſty's Endeavours 
and thoſe of the moſt Chriſtian King, to procure Redreſs of 
the many Injuries done to the Subjects of Great Britain by 
the King of Spain, to the unſpeakable Detriment of the 
Trade of theſe Kingdoms ; or even to obtain a Diſconti- 
muance of the unjuſt Hoſtilities carrying on by that Crown, 
luring prov d ineffectual. his Majeſty had found it neceſſary 

| 4 


King's An- 


— c- 
quaints the Houſe 
with the King's 
having declar'd 

War againſiSpain . 


Akad , Geo.l. to declare War againſt 
enge 


Mr Treby's Mo- 
tion for an Addreſs 


of Thanks. 


4 uppen. 


with the greateſt Chearfulneſs and with the utmoſt Vigour 


the Grievances 


6190) 


, Mr Treby *, mov'd, That an humble Addreſz 
be ted to his Majeſty, to return his Majeſty the mog 
eigned Thanks of the Houſe for having communicated 
to them the neceſſary Reſolution of declaring War apaj 
Spain; and to aſſure his Majeſty, That this Houſe will 


aſſiſt and his Majefty in the War with the King of 
Spain, till Spain is reduc'd to accept of reaſonable Tem; 
of Peace, and to agree to ſuch Conditions of Trade and 
Commerce, as this Nation is juſtly intitled to by their 
ſeveral Treaties.” Mr Treby was ſeconded by Mr Weſtern, 
Member for Sudbury, but Mr Shippen, Mr Freeman, $i 
Thomas Hanmer, and ſome others excepted either againſt 


the Motion or againſt ſome Expreſſions in it, which oc- 


caſion'd a warm Debate. Some Members alledging, * That 
they did not ſee the Neceſſity of declaring War again 
Spain, and that they rather were inclin'd to believe that 
in'd of by our Merchants might have 
been redreſs d in an amicable Manner, Colonel Stanhope, 
Member for Derby, told the Houſe, that he had had the 
Honour to ſerve his Majeſty as his Envoy to the King of 
Spain, and he could affure them, that he had preſented 
at leaſt five and twenty Memorials to that Court, in relation 

Complaints of our Merchants, without . 


doms, Provinces, and Ports of Spain ; which might be the 


Reaſon why the Grievances complain'd of by our Traders | 


had not been redreſs d ſo ſoon as might have been expected. 
A Member having hinted that the Miniſters had ſhewn no 
great Concern for the Trade and Intereſt of the Nation, 
nince it appear'd by the Anſwer from a Secretary of State 
to the Marqueſs de Monteleone's Letter, that they would 
have paſs'd by the Violations of the 'Treaties of Commerce, 
provided Spain had accepted the Terms of the Quadruple 
Alliance: That his Majeſty did not ſeek to aggrandne 
himſelf by any new Acquiſition, but was rather inclin'd to 
ſacrifice ſomething of his own, to procure the genera 
Quiet and 'Tranquility : That no Body could yet tell how 


far that Sacrifice was to extend, but certainly it was a ve! 


uncommon Piece of Condeſcenſion ; Mr Shippen went jet 
farther, and inſinuated, That this War ſeem'd to be al 
culated for another Meridian. [ Sec p. 157.] But my 
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he was ſhy of — eng becauſe he had not then 


| ( 191 } 
the Ianuendo fo dextroufly, that no Exception was taken at Au g. Geo. l. 
t. Mr Horatio Walpole alſo found Fault with the Treaty (Jy, 
of Quadruple Alliance, particularly as to the Diſpoſition of : 8 
Sicily in Favour of the Emperor, which was a Breach of FO 
the Treaty of Utrecht; and his Brother Mr Robert Wal- uur k. Walyole. 
pole, exclaim'd againſt the Injuſtice of attacking the Spaniſh 
Fleet before the Declaration of War. They were anſwer d 
by Mr Craggs, Mr Lechmere, Mr Aiſlabie, Mr T. Broderick, Mr Crages. 
and Sir Joſeph Jekyll; which lat aid, © That ſome Weeks Mr Mia 
before, when this Affair was firit mention'd in the Houſe, -F4  — won 
examin'd the ſeveral Steps that had been taken in it ; but 
that now he was fully convinc'd, that if there was any In- 
juſtice, it was on the Side of the King of Spain ; and that 
:he Conduct of his Majeſty and his Miniſters was entirely 
:greeable to the Law of Nations and the Rules of Juſtice 
and Equity. Was it juſt, added he, in the King of Spain 
o attack the Emperor's Dominions [ meaning Sardinia] 
while he was engag'd in a War with the T without 
any Declaration of War? Was it juſt in the fame Prince 
to invade the Dominions of one of our Allies, the King of 
Sicily, without the leaft Provocation ? And was it not juit 
in his Majeſty to vindicate the Faith of his Treaties, and to 
_— and pans cs Fes of his Subjects, which had 

n violently oppreſs'd ? Then the Queſlion bei t ; 
Mr Treby's Motion, the fame was carry'd in the Affirma- 
ave by 178 againſt 107 ; and it was refolv'd, That the ſaid 
Reſolution be laid before his Majeſty, by the whole Houle ; 
which being done accordingly his Majeſty gave the follow- The above Ade 
ing Anſwer. GT 


Gentlemen, | 
= His ſeaſonable and loyal Addreſs, will, I truſt in The King's Au- 
1 Gadd, contribute effectually to what you deſire. 1 


* zeturn you true Thanks for it. 


Dec. 24. The engroſs'd Bill from the Lords, intitled, A 22 . 
Ad for ſtrengthening the Proteſtant Intereſt in theſe Kingdoms, unt ue — 
was brought down to the Commons, who read it the firſt 
Time, and order'd it to be read a ſecond Time, on the 
7th of January, to which Day the Houſe then adjourn'd. 

Fan. 7. The Commons read a ſecond Time the engroſs d te on the g. 
Zill from the Lords, intitled, 4 42 fer Strengthening the cont Reaving 
Proteflant Intereſt in theſe Kingdoms: And then ſo much of On 
the At, Jrainſt Occaſional Conformity, as was intended ta be 
repeal'd by the ſaid Bill, as alſo of the Act, To prevent the 
Growth of Schifm, &c. both which were paſs'd in the 12th 
Year of the late Queen Anne, were read. After which, 


upon 
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SPEECHES nd DEBATES 
In the Fir TRH Ses$10N of the 
Firſt Parliament of King GEORGE I. 


Anno 6. Geo. I. T HE King went to the Houſe of Peers on the 23d 
_ of November, with the uſual State, when the Lord 
| Chancellor, by his Majeſty's Command, read the 
following Speech to both Houſes : TOY 
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« [always imagin'd that no Man could judge what was 
able to him but himſelf ; and that it could be no Man- 
ner of Comfort to one who has any Thing taken from him, 
that the Poſſeſſion of it is more ſuitably plac'd in another. 
How is it ſuitable to the Peerage of Scotland, that inſtead 


| af having a Repreſentative of ſixteen fitting by their Elec- 


tion, they are hereafter to be favour'd with having five and 
twenty there inſtead of them, and not one there in their 
half? It muſt be confeſs d, that the Peers of Scotland 
cannot complain of any Thing like being trick d; but their 

in Parliament are barr'd and taken from 
them, not by Collufion and Double-dealing, but by the 
moſt unreſerved and candid Uſurpation imaginable : But 


: 
- 


will never give his People any 
complain, but of his too great Goodneſs : Happy 
. Sovereign and happy the People, when exceſſive Grace 
t can be fear d of him 
Peers of Scotland have an indefeafible Right by 
ie AQ of Union, to be elected and ſerve in Parliament as 
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without our Envy or Oppoſition : But when we come 
AAR S Ancag = SENT Dn we malt wie 
—. the to be very at Time it 
de in our Power to make a Stand for ourſelves and ra 
in beſtowing, as are importunate in urging, the Grant 
of ſuch a Power in themſelves, which can be of no Uſe & 


rogative, the Peerage of Scotland, and the Rights of the 


more exorbitant in the Uſe of this Bill. ſhould it become 3 


Law, than in the Circumſtances under which they fend it to 
us. for our Concurrence ; and it is not Thirſt of Power, but 


Moderation in the Demands made of it, which can retum- 
mend Men to farther Truſt ; and I cannot but apprehend 
that what is founded on U ſurpation, will be exerted in 
T 


latter End of this Bill ſeems to have ſome Compaſſion towans 


of 


e but to themſelves : At the ſame Time one can. 
not reſiſt obſerving to them, that, with Reſpect to the Fre 


whole Body of the People of Great Britain, they cannot le 


the Prerogative, and enacts ſomething gracious towards the 
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**. Geo. 1. en account of Friendſhip, being nearly related to Mr Aiflabie 
AYR And then Mr Vemon withdrew. Hereupon it was reſoly'd, 
| That it appears to this Houſe, that Thomas Vernon, Eſq; hath 
made a corrupt Application to General Roſs, and that he he 
'd this Houſe. It was alſo order d, That the Thanks 
of this Houſe be given to General Roſs, for the Juſtice he 
had done to this Houſe and to his Coumtry, in laying the 
Application made to him by Thomas Vernon, Eſq; before 
this Houſe. And Mr Speaker gave him the Thanks of the 
Houſe dingly. After this, the Commons, in a grand 
Committee, ſome Progreſs in the Bill, For Relief of the 
wehappy Sufferers in the South-Sea Company, &c. and added 

Mr Aiſlabie's Name and Eſtate. 
May 11. A Petition of the Burgeſſ:s of the 
Boralſton, in the County of Devon, was preſcated to the 


B 
HII 
eren 


aff 
] 


remove Mr Elliot, but proper 
Motion till after hearing the Merits of that Election. 
May 18. It was order'd, that the grand Committee on the 


A Clauſe | 
— he sud. Bill, For the Relief of the unhappy Sufferers, &c. have Power 
tors, &e « the ub-Governor, De- 
alſo Mr A fade, put) K Deputy-Caſhier, and Ac- 


* Appointed Treaſury of Greemwich-Huſpit al in March 1720 21. 


rr „ + © «4 
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Lay 23. In a grand Committee, a farther Progreſs was Ano 7. Geo. L 
made in the Bill, For the Relief of the unhappy Safferers in Ng” 
the South-Sca Company; and the chief Matter in Debate was, Devute concerning 
what Ailowance ſaould be given to the late Directors out of —.— 5.8. 
their Eitates ? Mr Loundes propos d an eighth Part; to which t-“ (Nee. out 
it was objected, I hat it would be too much for ſome who had 
the mott bulky Eftates, and conſequently had been deepeſt in 
the Guilt ; and too little for others that had but ſmall Eſtates, 
ind were only paſſively criminal, by not entering their Diſſent 
o the fraudulent Management of the reſt. 

May 25. The Commons, in a Committee on the 
Huth-Sea Sufferers Bill, reſum'd the Conſideration of the Pe- 
itions of the late Directors of the South-Sea Company. The 
Debate began with Sir John Fellows, the Sub-Governor, in Debate concern- 
whoſe behalf Mr. Sloper mov'd, chat ſince it did not appear u 1. Felle. 


chat he had been ſo active in the late vile and 1 


pernicious 

tices as ſome others had, he might be allow d 20,0001. eut 
Mr Hungerford reduc'd it to 15,0001. others Mr Hungerforg. 

to 12,0001. and Mr Robert Walpole having at laſt propos d wr k. wayor. 

10,000 |. the ſame was agreed to without any Diviſion. M 

Joye, the Deputy-Governor appearing to have been deeply Mr Joye's Allov- 

concern'd in the Guilt, it was agreed to allow him only 


A Debate arifing, whether to allow Sir Lambert Blackwell Debate concern- 
5000 I. or 10,0001. and he having many Friends in the Rade bert 
Houſe, it was, upon a Diviſion, carry d for 10,0001. by 112 | 
Votes againſt 108. 


25. 
them 
mto a great many Secrets, which otherwiſe they could not 
lare known. To this it was anſwer' d, by Mr Sloper, Mr Mr Steger. 
Milner, Mr John Smith, and Mr Horatio Walpole, © That gur] ani. 
he had been nd E X | the Miſ- Mr u. W Ae 
chief, and tl to be moſt ſeverely puniſh d. Mr 
Sloper added, 1 r of Pride 
and Inſolence laſt Summer, that he could not give a civil An- 
fwer to Perſons far above him. And thereupon inſtanc'd in 
his Behaviour one Day at the Treaſury, of which he was 
tunſelf Witneſs, when a Relation of a great Man aſking Sir 


Anno . Geo |. 
* deal of Contempt, bid him go to his Couſin Walpole, an 
15 deſire him to fell his Stock in the Bank, and by that Mer; 


uur R. Walpole. 


( 245 ) 
John for a Subſcription, the Upſtart Knight, with 2 great 


he might be ſupply d. Here, on Mr. Robert Walpole ſhew'g, 
That Sir John Blunt was a Projector of many Years ſtand. 
ing; and had been the Author of feveral fallacious Sc 

by which unwary People had been drawn in to their utter 


Ruin. And to this Purpoſe, inftanc'd a Project for a Linen 


Mr H. Walpole. 


Mr Je ſſop. 
L. Hinchingbroke 


Gen. Roſs, 


Manufactury; but Mr Horatio Walpole faid thereupa, 
That was not his firſt : For there was a Gentleman that fat 
next to him, [meaning Mr 7efſop,] whom Sir John had draw 
into a Project for bringing Water to London from a great Dj. 
ſtance, which was to out-do the New-River Water, by which 
the Subſcribers loſt all their Money, tho' Sir John himſelf got 
ſome Thouſands by it.” This was confirm'd by Mr Jeffop 
himſelf ; nevertheleſs, the Lord Hinchingbroke mov d for 
allowing Sir John Blunt 10, ooo l. urging, © That the Secret 
Committee had promis'd him Favour for his Openneſs in his 
Examination: Upon which General Roſs deſir d, That 
the noble Member who ſpoke laſt might explain himſelf, ſince 
he ſeem d to intimate, as if the Secret Committee had us'd 


underhand Dealings. Add ng, that for his Part he knew of 


no Promiſe ever made to Sir John Blunt upon that Account; 


Debate concern- 
ing Sir R. Chaplin. 
Ld. Moleſworth. 
Sir John Ey les. 


Debate * 
ing Sir W. Chop- 
man, Mr Cher. 
Mr Child, aid Mr 
De la Porte. 


Ld Molcſwuith. 


Mr Eyles's Allow- 
ance. 


that he was ſure he never made any; and he believ d he could 


anſwer for all the Reſt, that there never was any ſuch Thing 
intimated to Sir John.” The Lord Hinchingbroke reply'd, 
that if that honourable Member would his Words as he 
ſpoke them, he would explain himſelf : Upon which the Mat. 
ter dropp'd. Then the Queſtion being put for allowing Sir 
John Blunt 10001. it was carry d in the Affirmative, by 138 
June 1. In a grand Committee of the South-Sea Sufferers 
Bill, the Commons reſum'd the Conſideration of what Al- 
lowances ſhould be given to the late Directors out of ther 
Eſtates; and, continuing in the alphabetical Order, bean 
with Sir Robert Chaplin. Lord Moleſworth, and Sir John 
Eyles, Member for Chippenham, having ſpoke in his Favour, 
it was agreed, without dividing, to allow him 10,0001. and 
the fame Allowance was given to Sir William Chapman, Mr 
Cheſter, and Mr Child. A Motion being made to give Mr 


De la Porte the like Sum, the Lord Moleſworth was for e- 


ducing it to 7000 1. but upon the Queſtion, whether to alen 
him 10,0001. or 7000 l. it was carry'd for 10,000. by 
150 Votes againſt 69. Mr Eyles's Caſe appearing in 2 f. 


vourable Light, he was allow'd 20,0001. without dividing 
and Mr Edmondſon's Eftate amounting to little more that 
5000 l. it was mov d to allow him the whole, and to leave hin 
out of the Bill ; but after ſome Debate, it was agreed 


ah as Jo, oa - vs ous rx os Sm a R RNM£ 
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the fraudulent Contrivances of the leading Directors, the firſt 


Mr Horatio Walpole and Sir Richard Steele 
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2 kin ouly 3000 l. Then the Quettion was pur, whether ann» Geo. l 
40 allow Mr Gibbon 15,000 I. or _— and it was re- 


ſolv 'd tor the latter without dividing. appearing that Mr 
Gore and Sir William Hammond had * or no Share in 1 — 


Was allow” d 20, 000 . the other 26,0001. It was propos q 


— waa mov'd thereupon, and it was av withane di- 
riding, to allow him only 31 1. being the odd Money of the 
Particulars of his _ ＋ = _ Sir Robert Detate concern-/ 
Rich ſpoke in Favour of Mr Horſey, mov” or allowing 5 Mr: r Horicy. 
him — which was carry d, without dividing ; after bir Robe Be 
which it was debated, whether to allow Mr Holditch 500 |. bebe cor 
1000 |. or 50001. the Voices were equally divided, viz. 86 ing Mr Hulauch, 
and 86, upon which Mr Clayton, the Chairman, gave the 


_ calling Vote for 5000 l. 


June 2. The Commons, in a grand Committee, proceeded pebate concern- 
on the ſame Aff ür, and began with Sir Theodore Janſſen : ing Sir T. Hofe. 


his Tons, 2 were anſwer d by General Roſs and Sir Jo- 2 Jekyu. 


12. 
Sir Jacob acobſon being one of thoſe oo tut the leaſt Debate concern- 
Share in beer e. of the fraudulent Scheme, Mr r. 
Hungerford mov'd to allow him 11,0001. which was all his 
_ except 4811. 4s. which was agreed to without a 
Negative. 

Mr Ingram's Caſe being much the like, Mr Pulteney mov d Debate concern- 
ww alle bin 12 — near three fourths of his Eſtate. 
and being ſeconded by«Lord Hinchingbroke, it was carry'd 
without dividing. 

The next was Sir John Lambert : Some Members were in- 7 — 
clin'd to believe him innocent, as to the firſt Projection of — |; 
villainous Scheme, and thereupon a Motion was made to 
him 20,000 l. ſome would have reduc'd it to 10,000 l. 
to 5000 |. and ſome to 3000 I. But at laſt the ] 


as 


ung put for 5000 I. it was carry d without dividing. 


Then it was mov'd, and carry'd without to Debate concern- 
allow Sir Harcourt Maiter 5000 I. and in the ſame 8 ant de Morte. 


Mr Morley had 18001. allow'd him. 


A Member having mov'd to allow Mr Page 10,000 I. ano- Debate concern- 


ther would have reduc'd it to 5000 L. but ihe Queſtion being A 
Vor. I. I 3 — 


Ann 7. co. I. 
1721. 


Debate concern- 
ing Col. Ray mo: g. 
Mr Heyſham. 

Mr Tutrzel!. 

Sir R. R. yd. 
Mr Hungerford. 


Debate concern- 
ing Mr Read. 
Sir J. Ward. 

Mr Doc:ninicque. 


Debate concern- 
ing Mr Sawbridge. 
Mr Lowndrs. 
Lord Molciworth. 
Sir Ad. Ouzhton. 
Mr H. Walpole. 


Debate co!:.cern- 
ing Mr Tillard 
and Mr Turner, 


Debate on Mr Sur- 
man. | 


E 
put, which of the two Suns ſhould be given him, it au 
carry d for 10,000 I. without a Diviſion. 


Col. Raymond was next; and his Cafe appearing favou. 
able Mr Heyſhim mov'd for allowing him — * 


being ſeconded by Mr Tuffnel, Sir Robert Raymond, a 
Mr Hungerford, no Oppoſition was made to Mr Heyſham; 
Motion. ; 

After this, Mr Sloper mov'd for allowing Mr Read 10, o00l 


and, being back d by Sir John Ward and Mr Docminicque, 


the ſame was carry'd without any Debate. 
In the like Manner the Sum of 14,0001. was allow d to 


Mr Reynolds. 


June 3. Mr Hungerford having mov d for allowing Mr 
Sav'bridge 10,0001. he was oppos'd by Mr Lowndes, Lord 
Moleſworth, Sir Adolphus Oughton, and Mr Horatio Wal. 

: But at laſt, a Member moving for 50001. it was agreed 
to without dividing. In the ſame Manner the Sum of 15,000!. 
was allow'd to Mr Tillard, and 8001. to Mr Tumer, 
which was near his whole Eſtate. 
Having gone through with the Directors, the Committee 
ed to Mr Surman, the Deputy Caſhier, whoſe Cafe 
occaſion'd a Debate of about an Hour and a half. Mr Grey 


Neville, who ſpoke moſt in his Behalf, repreſented, * That | 
in the Courſe of the whole Affair he had only acted 32a 


Servant, and by the Command either of Mr Knight, or of 
the Directors, and therefore ſtrenuouſly infiſted, that he 
might be left out of the Bill.“ Mr Arthur Moore ſpoke 
likew:ſe in his Favour, and mov'd to allow him 30.0001. 
Mr Hungerford would have. reduc'd it to 20,0001. Mr 
Lechmere to 12,0001. another Member to 10,0001 and 
another to 5000 I. All theſe were oppos'd by Sir Joſeph je 
kyll, Serjeant Pengelly, and Mr Horatio Walpole, who 
would not have allow'd him above 201. or 30 I. At lil, 


the Queſtion being put for allowing him 5000 |. it was + 


greed to without dividing. 
June 6. Upon hearing the Merits of the controverted 
Election of Boralſton in Devonſhire, [See Page 246.) it v 


reſolv'd, that Mr Broderick was duly elected. 


June 10. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 


Houſe, conſider'd farther of the South-Sea Sufferers Bill, | 


particularly with Relation to the Allowances to 


be g s 
to Mr Grigſby. Mr Arthur Moore mov'd to allow — 


Upfſtart was once ſo prodigally vain as to bid his Coachman 


fred his Horſes with Gold, no doubt but he could feed e 


it himſelf ; and therefore he mov'd, that he might be 


low'd as much Gold as he could eat, and that the relt of 
his Eſtate might go towards the Relief of the Sufferer 


Was 

& | Afﬀer this a Motion being made for allowing him 2000 I. it Anno 7. Geo. 1. 
was carried without a Divinon. | — 

Mr Aiſlabie's Caſe came next under Conſideration. Mr Debate concern- 
Robert Walpole mov d, that ſo much of his Eſtate might be — * 
allow'd him, as he was poſſeſo'd of towards the End of the _ 
Year 1719, before the South-Sea Bill was brought in, ad 
this Motion was back'd by Mr Erle, Sir Charles Hotham, . Erle. 
Mr Lowndes, Mr Lechmere, Mr Ward, and Mr Palmer. 3 
On the other hand, Mr Freeman mov d, that all he had zu enge. 

| got ſince the Year 1714, might be confiſcated and apply'd = — 
d the Uſe of the Publick; and he was ſupported by Sir Si j. jckyll 
joſeph Jekyll, who urg d That it was in the Power of „ naten. 
the Lords of the Treaſury to have prevented the Miſchief Mr Sloper, 
that had been done by the Directors. Mr Broderick, Mr * W. Wyattan: 
Sloper, Sir William Wyndham, and ſome others, ſpoke on 
the ſame Side, and the Queſtion being put, that all the Eftate 
which Mr Aiſlabie was poſſeſs d of in the Year 1719, be 
left for him and his Family ; the ſame, upon a Diviſion, 
was Carry'd in the Negative by a Majority of 18 Votes. 
Then another Motion was made, and the Queſtion put, for 
allowing him and his Family all the Eſtate he was poſſeſs'd 
of on the 2oth of October 1718, which was carry'd in the 
Affirmative by a Majority of 113 Voices againſt 95. 

The following is the Balance of the Eſtates of the late 
| Sub-Govemor, Deputy-Governor, Directors, Deputy-Caſhier, 
and Accomptant, of the South-Sea Company, as deliver'd 
upon Oath to the Barons of the Exchequer ; together with 
the Allowance made, by the Committee, to each Perſon out 
of their reſpective Eſtates. 


8 Th GR 4 
Sir John Fellows, Sub- 
| . 8 2 243096 O0 06 tooo0 oO O 
Charles Joye, Eſq; De- ( 
Mr Aſtel 27750 19 081 5000 000 
Sir John Blunt | 183349 10 08 1000 00 0 
dir Lambert Blackwell 83529 17 11 10000 00 0 
Sir Robert Chaplin 45875 14 00 10000 000 
Sir William Chapman 39161 06 08; 10000 00 0 
Mr Cheſter 140372 15 06 10000 00 0 
Mr Child $2437 19 01 10000 00 0 
Mr De la Porte 17151 04 06 10000 00 o 
Mr Eyles 34329 16 07 20000 00 0 
Mr Edmondſon 5365 0 00 3000 00 0 
Mr Gibbon 106543 05 6 10000 00 0 
I iz Mr 
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Profs Eſtates. Aliowarce 
J. 4. 4 9. © 4 

Mr Gore 38936 15 0; 20000 00 g 

Mr Hawes 40031 O0 02, 31 e 

WW 22707 04 O2 10090 00 0 

Mr Horſey 19962 ©; 03 10000 000 

Mr Holditch 39527 10 04 e 

Sir Theodore Janſſen e 

Sir Jacob Jacobſon 11481 C4 co 11000 00 0 
Mr Ingram 16795 oo oo 12000 00 0 


King's Rleſage for 
4 dublidy to Swe- 
den, and fot ſatiſ- 
I ing the Owners 
o to Ships burnt 
on ccouut of the 


Plague. 


1 
Mr John Grigfby, Ac- } 
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72508 ©1 05 5000 00 0 


34817 12 037 10000 00 0 
64373 06 03 30000 00 0 
117297 16 oo 10000 00 0 
18308 13 024 14000000 

77254 01 08 5000 00 0 

19175 1404 15000 00 0 

8811706 $00 00 0 


comptant. 31687 06 0 2000 000 


June 16. Mr Methuen deliver'd to the Houſe the fol 
lowing Meſſage from his Majeſty, viz. 


GEORGE R. 

III Majeſty having taken the firſt Opportunity upon 
0 the Death of the late King of Sweden, to renew the 
« ancient Alliances between this Kingdom and Sweden, and 
« having ſtipulated by a Treaty to pay a Subſidy to tha 
« Crown, hath order'd that Treaty to be laid before the 
« Houſe of Commons, and hopes, from their known Zei 
« and AﬀeCtion for the Proteſtant Religion, and the true 
« Intereſt of their Country, that they will enable him 
make good the Engagements he has enter'd into upon th 
* Occaſion. 

« His Majeſly being inform'd that two Ships call'd 7 
« Briſtol Merchant and Turkey Merchant, now lying under 


« Quarentine, did arrive from Cyprus, and other Fas | 


« Turky, infected with the Plague, and have Cotton, Wool 
« and otker Goods on Board which are dangerous to ſpread 
* the Infection; and conceiving it neceſlary, for the Pre 
« ſervation. of the Health of his Subjects, that the ſaid Sup 
and their Ladings be burnt and deſtroy d, and that a l 


ſanads 


11814 12 03: 5000 000 
1869 10 OJ I 800 oc. : 
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« ſonable Sati faction be given to the Owners, hath, by Ad- Anno . Geo. 1. 
« vice of his Privy-Council, caus'd the Value thereof to be 


 « computed by his Majeity's Officers, and order'd thoſe : 


« Computations to be laid betore the Houſe of Conunons, 
that Proviſion may be made for ſatisfying the ſame. 


Moſt of the Members, who expected a Meſſage of another 
Nature, and that they were to be acquainted with the near 
Proſpect of a Peace in the North, were not a little ſurpriz'd 
at this Demand of a Subſidy for Sweden: Hereupon the 
Conſideration of the ſaid Meſſage was put off to the next, 
Day; and Mr Methuen having, with the ſaid Meſſage, de- 
liver'd the ſeveral Papers, wita a Schedule of them, the 
{-me was read, and it was order'd, That the ſaid Papers 
do lie on the Fable, to be perus'd by the Members of the 
Houle. : | | 

June 17. The Houſe proceeded ta conſider the King's 
Meſſage of the Day before, which was again read by Mr 
Speaker. The Copy of the Treaty betwcen Great Britain and 
Sweden, January 21, 1719-20, and of its ſeparate Articles, 
were alſo read: And a Motion being made, That 
a Supply be granted to his Majeſty, to make good the En- 
oagements he had enter'd into with the Crown of Sweden; 
and to give a reaſonable Satisfaftion to the Owners of the 
Ships call'd, The Briſtol Merchant, and The Turkey Merchant, 
in caſe it were found neceſſary for the Preſervation of the 
Health of his Majeſty's Subjects, that the ſaid Ships and their 
Ladings ſhould be burnt and deſtroyed.” This Motion occa- 
hon'd a long Debate. Mr Shippen, Sir William Wyndham, 
Sir Joſeph Jekyll, Lord Moleſwerth, and Mr Butler, Member 
for Suſſex, who were againſt the Motion, deſir d to know, Jeky 
Whether we were to give 72,000 |. to Sweden, beſides the Lord Molet 
maintaining a great Fleet with 6000 Seamen in the Baltick, 
which they thought a ſufficient Charge to the Nation, with- 
out paying ſo great a Subſidy ? Urging, That before this 
laſt Treaty with Sweden, there had been a Rupture between 
the two Nations; and Hoſtilities and great Depredations 
committed by the Swediſh Privateers on our Merchants; ſo 
jw hey Subſidy be given to that Crown, Accounts 

t firit to be ſtated and ſettled, and it might appear 

the Balance, that Sweden is indebted to — To this it was 
anſwer d, by Mr Robert Walpole, Mr Horatio Walpole, Mr 
Lechmere, Lord Barrington, and other Courtiers, © That the mr k. v 
Subſidy allowed to Sweden by this laſt Treaty, and the Squa- M5 Lach. 
dron ſent to their Aſſiſtance, was no more than had been ſti- L. 
pulated by former Engagements; but that the faid Subſidy 
was not like to be demanded any more, the Preliminaries 4 

the 


i 


f 


4 . Geo. J. 
121. 
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ir R. Walpole. 
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the Peace between the Czar of Muſcovy and the Crown of 
Sweden, being in a miner ſettled. Neither did the King 


deſire any new Tax fur r, the Land and Malt-Tax be. | 


ing ſufficient to anſwer all t. is Year's Expences.” Mr R. Wal. 
pole added, That he was extremely glad, he could at the 
ſame Time acquaint tlie Houſe that his Majeſty's Endeavour 
to procure A genera A had cen ſo ſucceſsful, that an ad. 
vantageous Treaty w.. pain was actually agreed on and 
ſign d. Hereupon the N tion for a Supply being carried 
without a Diviſion, the nex. Queſtion was, that the uſe go 


into a Committee to cor:fider of that Motion: The C 


Party would fain have put it off to a long Day; but the 


vir W. Wyndham. 
Ld. Muletworth. 


Courtiers having mov'd for the 19th, it was carried without 
dividing, | 

June 19. The Commons went into a Committee of the 
whole Houſ: to conſider of tlie Motion for a Supply; and 
at the ſame Time took into Conſideration both his Majeſty's 


Meſſage, and the late Treaty with Sweden, upon which | 


there aroſe a very warm Debate. Sir William Wyndham 
declar d himſelf againſt the Subiidy to Sweden, as an unne- 


Charge; and Lord Moleſworth went to the Bottom 


of, and laid open, the whole Affair of the Northern War. His 


Lordſhip ſaid, That he would go as far as any Man to main- 


tain and ſupport the Honour and Dignity of the Crown of 
Great Britain; but that, on the other Hand, he was not for 


ſquandring away unneceſſarily the ſmall Remainder of the 


Wealth of the Nation. That by our late Conduct we are 
become the Allies of the whole World, and the Bubbles of 
all our Allies: But when we have Occaſion for our Allies, we 
are oblig d to pay them well; and to that Purpoſe his Lord- 
ſhip inſtanc'd in the Dutch Troops, that came over to our 
Aſſiſtance in the late Rebellion.” He added, That as to 
our Alliances with Sweden, it was a Matter of great Intnc 
cy and Nicety ; becauſe the Treaties which England has, m 
divers Times, made with Sweden, are partly contradictory; 
and thereupon his Lordſhip entred into a Detail of the Tre 
ties of Roſchild and Travendall, made in the Reigns of King 
Charles II. and William III. That the Engagements htely 
entred into with the Crown of Sweden were likewiſe, in fome 
Meaſure, contrary to the Treaties ſubſiſting with Denmark; 
| range as to the ſecuring to the Duke of Holſtein the 


tchy of Sleſwick ; and directly oppoſite to the Meaſures 


formerly concerted with the Czar of Muſcovy, in order t 
engage him to check the Fierceneſs and Ambition of the 
late King of Sweden. That, after all, it ſeem' d unreaſot- 
able to expect that the Czar ſhould reſtore his Co 
whilſt other Princes kept the Spoils of Sweden: And there 
Tre in order to engage the Czar to yield what he had gain 
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it were but juſt that the King of Pruſſia ſhould give up Stetin, 
and the Elector of Hanover, Bremen, and Werden. His 
Lordthip own'd, that the diſtreſ d Condition to which the 


Sas des had been reduc'd, was really wortny of Compaſſion : 


But that, on the other Hand, it muit be contider'd, that they 


Anno . Geo. 1. 
121. 


A 


dad been, in great meaſure, the Authors of their own Miſ- 


ſortu es, by tueir tn dubmiſſion to a deſpotick, tyrannical 
Prince, and by Sacrificing their whole Subitance to enable 
kim :0 carry on his unjult, raſh, and ambitious Deſigns; and 
that any Nation who follow d their Example deferv'd the 
ſune Fate. To tnis Purpote, his Lordſhip took Notice of 
the hard Uſage of the Subject of Mecklenburgh from their 
Prince, whicn by the wav, he ſhrewdly infinuated to have 


been one of the Cauſes of the late Rupture with the Czar ; 


but that after all, England 0u7ht not to intermeddle with the 
Affairs of the Empire, that t e getting Naval Stores for our 
Shipping was the main Advantage we reap'd from our Trade 
in the Baltick : And he own'd that Hemp was a very neceſ- 
fary Commodity, particularly at this Juncture, [At this Ex- 
pre/ſion there vas @ general Laugh) but that, in his Lord- 


thip's Opinion, if due Encouragement were given to ſome of 


our Plantations in America, we might be ſupply'd from 
thence, at a much cheaper Rate than from Sweden or Nor- 
way.” Mr Robert Walpole, and Mr H. Walpole anſwer d 


Lord Moleſworth ; who being ſupported by Sir Joſeph Jekyll, 


Mr Lechmere reply'd to the latter ; and the Queſtion being 
put, That a Supply be granted to his Majeſty to enable him to 


make good the Engagements he has entred into with the 


Crown of Sweden ? It was carry'd in the Affirmative, by 
197 Voices againſt 136. Then another Queſtion being put, 
That a Supply be granted to his Majelty, to be apply'd to the 
Satisfaction of the Maſters, Owners, and Freighters of the 
Ships Briftol Merchant, and Turkey Merchant, which are in- 
tended to be burnt and deitroy'd for Preſervation of his Ma- 
— 5 Subjects againſt the Plague; It was carry d without Op- 
oſition. 

June 20. Mr. Farrer reported the two Reſolutions before- 
recited for granting a Supply to his Majeſty, for the Pur- 
poſes therein mgntion'd, which were agreed to. 

June 21. The Commons, in a grand Committee, conſi- 
der d of the Supply, and reſolv d to grant to his Majeſty, 
L A Sum not exceeding 72,0001. to enable him to make 
good the Engagements he hag entred into with the Crown 
of Sweden. II. A Sum not excecding 23,935 I. to be ap- 


ply'd to the Satisfaction of the Owners of the two Ships, 


which were to be burnt and deſtroy d, for the Preſervation 
af his Majeſty's Subjects againſt the Plague. 
June 


72,0 |. grant 
for 2: Sublidy tv 
Sweden, and 
239351. for the 
two Snips burnt on 
count of the 


Plague, 
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anno 7. Geo. . June 22. Mr Farrer reported the two foregoing Refoly 


2720-20. tions, which being agreed to, Mr Loundes made a Motion 


| Tix Vork hung for adding a Clauſe to the Malt-Bill, for enabling the Com. 


gs ü dige Pany of York Buildings to diſpoſe of Part of the forfeites 


Sante the For: Eltates by them purchated, by felling Annuities by W 
Pato or- Fit 7 urcnateu, by jelling Annuities 
they had} —— Lottery: This was oppos'd by Mr — — dh 
by Way of Lauem other Members ; but Mr Hutcheſon and Mr Lechmere lu. 
ving back d Mr Loundes's Motion, the fame upon a Diviſion 
was carry d by a Majority of 90 Voices againſt 66, and af. 
terwards pais d into a Law. 
The Houſe agree June 28. The Houſe went through all the Schedules of 
with the Commit the Eſtates of the late Sub-Governor, Deputy-Governor 
auces tot AD Directors, &c. of the South-Sea Company, and agreed wah 
Mr Attell, Sir Lm the Committee, as to the Allowances given them, [See n 
Ile Rum, ad 251.] except Mr Aftell's, to whom they gave 10,0001. $: 
Hawes, Lambert Blackwell, who had 15,000 l. Sir John Blunt, who 
| got 5000]. and Mr Hawes 5000 l. It was mov'd to reduce 
Sir Theodore Janſſen's Allowance to 30,000 I. but upon a 
Diviſion, it was carry d in the Negative by a great Majority. 
A Clauſe in favour Then a Clauſe was offer d by Colonel Earle, to be ad- 
| ded to the Bill, in favour of Mr Aiſlabie, viz. for exceptiry 
from the Forfeiture, his Country Houſe, Gardens, and Park, 


as alſo his Lady's Jewels and Houſhold Goods; which was 


brought up and read, and a Debate ariſing thereupon, the 
fame was adjourn'd to the next Day, when, it was agreed 
to without any Diviſion. 
Debate concerning This being over, the Remainder of the Sitting Was ſpent in 
Aug Bucer a Debate of near three Hours upon the Queſtion, whether u 


the Bill ſtood, to velit the forfeited Eſtates in Truſtees, or to 


mul& the late Directors and others, at a certain Sum? 4 

Clauſe for the Mul& was offer'd by Mr Hutcheſon, who pre- 

pos'd a Million and Half Sterling, Sir Thomas Croſs mov d 

for 1. 400, o00 I. but not agreeing upon the Sum, the Debate 

was adjourn'd to the third of July. ä 

Pebate concerning July 3. The Houſe reſum'd the adjourn'd Debate upon the 
Me Craggs'sEttate.. Clauſe offer d to be added to the Sufferers Bill, viz. That the 
Eſtate of which the late Mr Craggs, ſenior, was pofſeſs'd i 

October 1719, be veſted in the Hands of the Truſtees ap 

pointed by this Bill to diſpoſe of the Eſtates of the late D: 


rectors; which being ſtrenuouſſy oppos d by the Court Party, 


vas, upon a Diviſion, carry'd in the Negative, by 104 Voices 


againſt go. 


pau for laying ham, propos d, That a Clauſe for veſting the Eſtates of the 


—_ * forfeiting Perſons in themſelves, and only laying a Mulct F 


one of the Commiſſioners for the forfeited tales, and Sub-Govn' 1 
the Sudb-Sea Comp my, 


Then Sir John Eyles, Bart. , Member for Chipper 
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on them, might be read, which being done accordingly, Sir 
Toma: Croßb, Member for Wettmuitter, ſpoke to it, and 


Anno ». Geo, I. 
1711. 


{-gocite:, * That it were more advantageous to the Publick, sr r. Crofs. 


eter to mulct the Directors, or to allow them 15 per Cent. 
ou: of their Fit: tes for prompt Pay ment: But this being warm- 
„ opp»>'d by Mr Jeilop t, Member for Aldbrough, Mr Mil- 
ler, Hir Nathaniel Gould, and Lord Moleſworth, the Mo- 
ws for reading the ſaid Clauſe a ſecond Time was rejected 
un bat a Divilion. 

7.1; 6. The engroffed Sufferers Bill was read a third Time 
with a ne Litle, viz. A Bil, For rating Money upon toe 
t ates of the late Fas- rer, D-pauty-Govermar, Direc- 
6%, &. which, with other Amendments, was paſs'd and 
fer; up to. the Fords by Mr Clayton. It is obſervable, that 
«ter the thud Reading over uf the whole Bill, which took up 
above two Hours, Mr Milner propos'd a Rider to be added 
to it, unporting, That the Houfſhold Goods, Plate, Linen, 
dc. of the Dircctors, might be excepted out of the Bill; 
Lt this Motion was rejected with Diſdain. 

Jul; 11. Mr Methuen acquainted the Honſe, That he 
had a Meilige fign'd by his Mizeſty, which was read by 
Mr Speaker as tolluws : 


GEORGE R. — 

Io M jeſty finds it neceſſary to acquaint his loyal 
* Houic of Commons with the Difficulties he labours 
under, by Reaſon of Debts contracted in his Civil Go- 
* vernment, which being computed to Lady-Day laſt, do 
amount to more than five hundred and fifty thouſand 
Pounds. | 
Af the Proviſion, made by an Act of the lalt Seſſion of 
Parliament, for diicharging this Debt, had not hitherto 


2 
* 


M- jeſſoß. 

Atr E. 

dir Nath. Gould. 
Lord Moictvworth, 


The 8 8. Sutfferers 
Rin read the third 
Tune; * pal. d. 


The King's Rie- 
age relating to the 
Civil Lut Debts, 


* prov'd in a very great Degree ineffectual, his Majeſty 


had not been under a Neceſſity of applying again to Par- 
liament upon this Occaſion; but being reſolv'd to cauſe a 
KRetrenchment to be made of his Civil Liſt Expences for 
the future, and finding that ſuch a Retrenchment cannot 
© well be effected, without diſcharging the preſent Arrears, 
* has order'd the Accounts thereot to be laid before the 
* Houſe, and hopes he may be impower'd to raiſe ready 
Money for that Purpoſe, on the Civil Liſt Revenues ; 


which, to avoid the laying any new Burden on his People, 


his Majeſty propoſes thall be replac'd to the Civil Lift, and 
* reumburs'd, by a Deduction to be made out of the Salaries 
and Wages of all Offices, and the Penſions, and other 
* Payments, from the Crown.” 

Vor. I. K k After 
i a. G eng of the Conmnmaioners and Receiver Cencral F the 
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Anno». Geo. 1. Aﬀeer the reading of this Meſſage, Mr Shippen flood up, 
Hand took Notice of this new and unuſual Method of akk- 
Mr Shiprers ing for Money, not from the Throne, and, at the Beginning 
Specch thereen. of a Sefſion, as it had always been the Cuſtom in former 
Reign: ; but now. by a Meſſage, towards the End of the 
Seſſion, when moſt of the Members were gone Home: Look 


round about the Houſe, Gentlemen, faid he, and fee how 


few Members are preſent, when a Buiincfs of this Conſe 
is to be debated.” But beſides the Unſeaſonableneſs of the 
Time, Mr Shippen oblerv'd, © I hat this Meſſage was no 
leſs extraordinary as to another Circumſtance : For whereas 
the Ways and Means of raifing Supplies were always left w 
the Commons ; here, not only the Sum, but the Way of 
raiſing it, was pointed out to them, which was making the 
Houle a perfect Parliament of Paris. I hat if Things were 
brought to that Paſs, it might be eaſy for any King, when- 
ever he thought fit, to make himſelf arbitrary, and abſolute 
Matter of our Liberties and Properties : Concluding, he was 
ſure, that the Gentleman, who had advis'd the aſking for 
ſuch a Sum, in that Manner, [meaning My Robert Walpole] 
would have been of a quite contrary Mind four Years ago ; 
[See p. 138.] but that it was uſual for Men's Judgments to 
alter as their Intereſts lead them.” But Mr Shippen not being 
ſeconded, it was reſolv'd to take the King's Meſſage into Con- 
ſideration the next Day, in a Committee of the whole Houſe. 
Fuly 12. The Commons, in a Grand Committee, took the 
The Houſe in faid Account and Meſſage into Conſideration; and Mr Ship- 
Grand Committee pen having ſpoke much to the ſame Purpoſe, as he did the 
allen the Kings Day before, was anſwer d by Mr Robert Walpole, who 
_— ſhew'd the Occaſion, and Reaſonableneſs of the King's Mef 
Debate thereon. ſage, the ''enderne(s and Regard his Majeſty expreis d in it 
4-4, for the Eaſe of his Subjects, and the Neceſſity of complying 
with his Majeſty's gracious Deſires and Intentions. He was 
ſeconded by Mr Lowndes, who faid, That Six-pence in the 
Pound on all the Civil Lift Funds, would anſwer the Purpoſe; 
but Mi: Pulteney, and Sir Joſeph Jekyll, were of Opimon 
that i. would not do, and therefore they mov'd for One 
Shilling in the Pound; adding, © That if this were too much 
for the preſent Occaſion, the Overplus might go towards the 
A Mention er- Diſcharge of the Publick Debts.” Mr Sloper upon this af 
ing a Tax on l Conſideration, mov'd for One Shilling and Six-pence in the 
theCiril Lit Funds. pound, and that the Tax might extend to all Military Off 
Debate thereon. Cers, Whoſe Pay was above Ten Shillings a Day. Tis 
Mr R. Walpole, being oppos'd by Mr R. Walpole, Mr Sloper anſwer'd hin, 
Mr Sloper. and Mr Lowndes reply'd to Mr Sloper, whoſe Motion 


Mr Lowndes. 


Mir Arthus Moore, was back d by Mr Arthur Moore “, Member ir GR: 


Acne if Tade and Plantations in the Reign of fuer 29%: 
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and Mr — 8 * but — Walpole, and Mr Lowndes, having Anno 7. Geo. 1. 
repli r 8 oper's lotion was dropt. Then the 1721. 
Getton was put, whether one Shilling, or S1x-Pence in the "> ua 


pound, be laid on all Payments out of the Civil Lift ; and it dr Wilpote. 


was carried for one Shilling, by one Voice only, viz. 111 e 
Votes againit 110. After this, the main Queition was put, 3 Commitice 
That one Shilling in the Pound be given on all Payments i one Shilling in 


the Pound be laid 


out of the Civil Liſt, towards a Fund tor paying the Intereſt on the Civil Lit 


of 500,000 |. and for finking Part of the National Debts, * 
which was carried by 1 5 3 Voices againſt 63. 5 

July 14. Mr. Farrer reported the Reſolution of the aid Mr. Lowndes 
Committee, for a Tax of One Shilling in the Pound on all *: with the Come 
Payments out of the Civil Liſt : Upon which Mr. Lowndes Dcb.tc m icon. 
moved, That the Houſe do not agree with the Committee in 
the ſaid Reſolution, and that the faid Tax be alter'd to Six- 
pence in the Pound. Hereupon Mr. Hungerford took Notice, Mr Hungeriera. 
That this Tax was inconſiſtent with the Reſolution taken I 
this Seſſion for a Land-Tax, importing, That Three Shillings 
in the Pound, and no more, be laid on all Lands, Salaries, 
Penſions, &c. That there was, indeed, an Initance of ſuch a 
Tax in the late Queen's Reign, when 500,000 |. were raiſed 
„ tor the Civil Liſt; but that this 
was then called Robinifm, [:he Earl of Oxford's Name, who 
was then Prime Miniſter, being Robert] and he fear'd this 
would bear the ſame Name. Mr. Treby “ anſwer'd Mr. ir Trevy. 
Hungerford, as Mr. Clayton, Member for Woodſtock did Mr. Mr Clayton. 
Treby, who was anſwer d by Mr. Henry Pelham +, and the M* Pelham. 
latter by the Lord Stanhope ++, Hereupon Mr. Robert Wal- ir K. ware. 
pole anſwer d molt of the Objections that had been offer d on 
the oppoſing Side. But Mr. Pulteney obſerv'd, That he Putency- 
had not always been of the Opinion he now ſeem'd to be of; 
that his Mind alter'd as he was in, or out of Place ; and as he 
might be out in a Twelve-month's Time, fo he might then 


| be of another Opinion.” To this Mr. R. Walpole reply'd, 


That it was poſſible, indeed, he might be out again: But 
whenever that happen'd, he ſhould be glad to refign to 
a Perſon of ſo much Merit as Mr. Pulteney.” The latter re- 
turn d the Complunent ; after which, Sir Joſeph Jekyll Sir J. Jekyl. 
ſpoke for the Motion of One Shilling in the Pound ; but the 8 
Qeeſtion being put thereupon, it was carry d in the Negative, | 
by a Majority of 132 Voices againſt 83. And then it was The Houle refolve 
reſoly'd, without dividing, That His Majeſty be enabled to dhe pon 4 b. 4 
raiſe any Sum not exceeding 500,000 1. to diſcharge the Ar- on the Civil Lig 
rears and Debts upon the Civil Liſt, by cauſing a Deduction, | 
not exceeding — Pound, to be made out of 
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Salaries, Wages, Penſions or other Payments from the Crows. 
And a Bill was order'd to be brought in accordingly. | 

Julr 21. The Bill for the frid Tax was read che thin 
Time, paſs d. and ſent up to the Lords. 

Fuly 26. The Houte preiented to the King an Addres 
repreſenting the State of the publick Credit, and their Reioly. 
tions thereto relating, the Particulars of which may be found 
in the FOTES ot this Scſhon; and alto to requeſt the King, 
That as the ett: bliſh d Rules of Parliament made it imp ric 
ticable for them to prepare Bills for the Roval Aſſent Curing 
this Seſnon, for tome ot the Purpoſes contain'd in thoſe Ret. 
lutions, his Majeſty would be pleaſed, as toon as the publick 
and private Bills depending were diſpatch'd, to give them ar 
early Opportunity of perfecting that great and neceflary Work 

July 29. The King came to the Houſe of Peers, and the 
Commons attending, the Speaker, upon preſenting the Civ; 
Litt Bill to his Majeſty, made the following Sprech. 
Moſt Gracious Sovereign, | 

a OUR Majeſty's moſt Dutiſul and Loyal Subjects, the 
, Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled. 
being ſenſible of the great Debt upon the Civil Liſt, oc. 
caſion'd by the Calamity of the l'imes, which has dil. 
* abled the two Companies of Aſſurance to make good the 
Money which they had ſtipulated to pay to the Crown, 
© which, if it had been inſiſted on, would have occaſion d 
the Ruin of many Families, and would conſequently hare 


been a great Obſtruction to Trade; And your Majeliy 


© having always had ſo much Goodneſs, as rather to ware 
* your own Right, than to exact it, to the Prejudice of your 
faithful Subjects; We have therefore, to make good that 
© Lofs, given your Majeſty, and we humbly pray, that your 
Majeſty would be graciouſly pleaſed to accept of, S1x-pence 
in the Pound, to be paid out of the Civil Liſt, from your 
Faithful Commons, who will be always ready to ſupport 
your Majeſty and your Government.” 


After which the Royal Aſſent was given to an Act, Fo 
raiſing Money upon the Eftates of the late Sub-Governs, 
Deput;-Governor, Directors, Caſhier, Deputy-Caſhier, and 
Accomttant of the South- Sc Company, and of Fohn Ac 
bie, Elq; and likewije of James Craggs, Senior, E/q; dectas'h, 
towards making Good the great Laſi and Damage ſuſtain 0 
the ſuid Company ; and for di /abling fuch of the ſaid Perſun 
as are living, to hold any Office or Place of Truft under the 


Crown, or to fit or vote in Parliament for the future; ard 


R „ . a 


for other Purpoſes in the ſaid Ad expreſs'd: And to five other 


Bills. 


Aud 


* 


— 
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Ard then the Lcrd Chancellor prorogued the Parliament Anno ®. Geo. L. 


to the 3 1ſt. 


7.4; 31. The King came to the Houſe of Peers and made 


tie following Speech. 


My Lords and Gentlemen. 
„r H Occaſion of my calling you together again ſo Thc Ning Speech 


in Ant wer to the 

ſuddenly, 15 to give you an Opportunity of reſum- — 
« ing the Conſideration of the State of Publick Credit. n 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, publick Credit. 


«+ The Progreſs that you made in this Affair during the 
« [ati Seſſion. laid ſuch a Foundation of this neceſſary Work, 
tnat the World is fully appriz d of what is reaſonably to be 
« hoped for at this preſent Conjuncture. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

] mutt recommend to you all poſſible Diſpatch, and am 
« perſwaded that at this Seaſon of the Year, your Delibe- 
ration will be confin'd to what is abſolutely neceſſary upon 
« t]us extraordinary Occaſton.” 


The Commons being return'd to their Houſe, reſolv'd them- 
ſelves into a Grand Committee on his Majeſty's Speech, and 
came to ſeveral Reſolutions thereupon for the iſhing 
publick Credit, which afterwards paſt into a Law. 

Auguſt 10. The King came to the Houſe of Peers, with 
the uſual State and Solemnities, and the Commons being ſent 
for up, and attending, the Lord High Chancellor, by his Ma- 
jeſtys Command, read the following Speech to both Houſes. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Am glad that the Bufinefs of this and the former Seſſion 
s at length brought. to ſuch a Period, that I have now 
an Opportunity of giving you ſome Recels, after the great 
* Pains you have taken in the Service of the Publick. 
The Common Calamity, occaſion'd by the wicked Exe- 
eution of the South-Sea Scheme, was become fo very great 
before your Meeting, that the providing proper Remedies 
* for it was very difficult: But it is a great Comfort to me, 
* to obſerve, that Publick Credit now begins to recover; 
* which gives me the greateſt Hopes that it will be entirely 
* reſtor'd, when all the Proviſions you have made for that 
* End, ſhall be duly put in Execution. f 
L have great Compaſſion far the Sufferings of the Inno- 
cent, and a juſt Indignation againſt the Guilty ; and have 
* readily given my Aſſent to ſuch Bills as you have preſented 
to me, for 2 the Authors of our late Misfortunes, 
** and for obtaining the Reſtitution and Satisfaction due to 
"* thole who have been injur'd by them, in ſuch Manner as 
| "2" I 
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axxo 5. ne, 1 — you judg'd proper. I was, at the ſame Time, willing md 


Lees, by my Free and General Pardon, to 


give Eaſe and 
whom may, in 


Quiet to the reſt of my Subjects, many of 


** ſuch a general Infatuation, have been unwarily drawn a 


tranigreſs the Laws. 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
* I return you my hearty Thanks for the Supplies you 

« have for the current Service of this Year ; and 


% Honour and Dignity of the Crown, at Home and 
« are freſh Marks of your Zeal and Affection to my Perſon 
* and Government. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
« I take thus 


« upon the ſame Foot as they were ſettled before the late 
« War; which muſt ty prove an immediate and 


I earneſtly recommend to you all, in your ſeveral Stati 
« ons, to ſuppreſs Profaneneſs and Immorality, and topreſerve 
* the Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom. 

« You are all ienſible, that the Diſcontents occaſion d by 
« the great Loſſes that many of my Subjects have ſuſtain'd, 
«© have been induſtriouſſy rais'd and inflam'd by malicious and 


 « ſeditious Libels ; but I make no doubt, but that, by your 


« prudent Conduct in your ſeveral Countries, all the Enemies 
« of my Government, who flatter'd themſelves they ſhould 


© be able to take Advantage from our Misfortunes, and blow 


« up the Sufferings of my people into Popular Diſcontent 
» =, will — in their widte 
«* Deſigns and Expectations. 

to the 19th Day of October. 


SPEECHES 


Opportunity of acquainting you, that ve 
© have renew'd all our Treaties of Commerce with Spain, 


„ valuable Advantage to the Trade and Manufactures ofths 


ũrt 2 O5 7 oY WY Ul 


28 2 2 328 2 2 223 2 2 


bh 4 


x MO , / ©” ÞY +27 he 


We wow 6 


ST ” 


FR » < Fr. > MJ ro os | ot 


| * thoſe Duties, com 


( 263 ) 
"SPEECHES ad DEBATES 
la the SEvenTH SEssiox of the 
Firſt Parliament of King GzxoxGE I. 
O" the 19th of October the Parliament being 


met, Anno 8. Geo. 1 
the King came to the Houſe of Peers, and the Com- . 
' mons attending, his Majeſty, by the Mouth of the ©. 
Lord High Chancellor, made the following Speech to both 
Houſes. | | 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
« Acquainted you, when we parted laſt, with our having king Speech at 
« | renew'd all our Treaties of Commerce with Spain; ans me * 
« fince which, Peace is happily reſtor'd in the North, by | 

the Concluſion of the Treaty between the Czar and the 

„King of Sweden; and by that which I have made with 
the Moors, a great Number of my Subjects are deliver'd 
from Slavery; and all ſuch of them as trade to thoſe 
parts of the World, are, for the future, ſecur d from 


|  « falling under that dreadful Calamity 


In this Situation of Affairs we ſhould be 7 
« wanting to ourſelves, if we neglected to improve the fa- 
vourable Opportunity, which this general Tranquility 
gives us, of extending our Commerce, upon which the 
* Riches and Grandeur of this Nation chiefly depend. It 
* 15 very obvious, that nothing would more conduce to the 
obtaining ſo publick a Good, than to make the 
tion of our own Manufactures, and the Importation of 


_ * the Commodities uſed in the Manufacturing of them, as 


practicable and eaſy as may be; by this Means, the Ba- 
* lance of Trade may be preſerv'd in our Favour, our Na- 
* vigation increas'd, and greater Numbers of our Poor 
« employ d. 

i muſt therefore recommend it to you, Gentlemen of 
the Houſe of Commons, to conſider how far the Duties 
upon theſe Branches may be taken off, and replac'd, with- 


| * out any Violation of publick Faith, or laying any new 


“ Burthen upon my People. And I promiſe myſelf, that 
by a due Confideration of this Matter, the Produce of 
( 'd with the infinite Advantages that 
* will accrue to the Kin by their being taken off, will 


de found ſo inconſiderable, as to leave little Room for any 
© Dilficukies or Odjections. 


« The 


Anno 8. Geo, I. 
3721 
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* The ſupplying ourſelves with naval Stores, upon Terms 


E © the moſt eaty and lealt precarious, feems highly to deſerve 


* the Care and Attention of Parliament. Our Plantations 
in America naturally abound with moſt of the p 
Materials for this neceſſury and effential Part of our Trade 
and Maritime Strength ; and if, by due Encouragement, 
« we could be furniſh d from thence with thoſe naval 

* which we are now oblig'd to purchaſe, and bring from 
* foreign Countries, it would not only greatly contribute 0 
the Riches, Influence, and Power ot this Nation, 
„by employing our own Colonies in this uſeful and advan. 
* tageous Service, divert them from ſetting up, and carry- 


ing on Manufactures which directly interfere with thoſe of | 


*« Great-Britain. 
Gentlemen of the Fiouiec of Commons, 
lt will be a great Pleaſure to me, if, in raiſing the Sup- 
* plies of this Year, it may be ſo order'd, that my People 
may reap ſome immediate Benefit from the preſent Cir- 
* cumſtances of Affairs Abroad. I have order'd Eftimates 
to be prepar'd for the Service of the enſuing Year, and 
„ likewife an Account of the Debts of the Navy, to be 
laid before you. You cannot but be ſenſible of the ill 
Conſequences that ariſe from ſuch a large Debt remain- 
« ing unprovided for; and that as long as the Navy and 
« Victualling Bills are at a very high Diſcount, they do 
4 not only affect all other publick Credit, but greatly in- 
„ creaſe the Charge and Expence of the current Service 
It is therefore very much to be wiſh'd, that you could 
find a Method of diſcharging this Part of the National 
Debt, which, of all others, is the moſt heavy and bur 
© thenſome, and by that Means have it in your Power to 
, eaſe your Country of ſome Part of the Taxes, whict | 
„from an abſolute Neceſſity, they have been oblig'd t» | 
«c pa . N 
My Lords and Gentlemen, = 
*The unſpeakable Miſery and Deſolation that has | 
late rag'd in ſome Parts of Europe, cannot but be a ſuf | 
« cient Warning to us, to uſe all poſſible Precautions 6 
prevent the Contagion from being brought in among v3 
« or if theſe Kingdoms ſhould be viſited with ſuch a fatal 
« Calamity, to b in a Condition, with the Bleſſing of God, 
« to ſtop its farther Progreſs. And as all other Proviſion 
e will be altogether vain and fruitleſs, if the abominable 
« Practice of running of Goods be not, at once, 1 
« ſuppreſs d, I molt carneſtly recommend to you, to let 0 
<« other Conſideration tand in Competition with a due Cat 
of preſerving ſo many thouſand Lives. © Tie 
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- The fereral Affairs which I have mention'd to you, 45528. Cee. . 


« the whole Kingdom, I doubt not but you will enter into 
the Confideration of them with that Temper, Unanimity, 
and Diſpatch, that the Neceſſity and Importance of them 


6 require.” 


The Commons being return'd to their Houſe, Sir George 


1711. 


being of the higheſt and moſt immediate Concern to 


Sir George Oxen- 


0:cnden, Member for Sandwich, mov'd for an Addreſs of aunt, 


Thanks, which was unanimouſly agreed to. 

0.2. 29. Sir George Oxenden, Chairman of the Com- 
mit:ee appointed to draw up the faid Addreſs, | 
{ame to the Houſe, and upon the Speaker's putting the 
Quettion, Whether this ſhould paſs as the Addreſs of the 
Houſe ? Mr Arthur Moore, Member for Grimſby, ſaid, He 


thought the Expreſſions relating to the preventing Running 


or Goods were too general; and that, in his Opinion, the 


beſt Way to prevent that pernicions Practice, was to take off 


fome of the kigh Duties, whereby the Temptation to _ 
gling would very much abate ; ſince People would not thin 
It worth their while to run great Hazards for a ſmall Gain. 


Which being 
Mr arthur 


Ard beſides, if the Duties were leſſen d, the Importation, 
that 


in all Probability, would increaſe proportionably ; fo 


the Cuſtoms might amount to as much, with a ſmaller Duty, 
25 they do at preſent ; and if they did not, Ways might be 
fuurd to make up the Deficiency to the Crown.” Nothi 


not thinking it proper to enter then upon the Conſideration 

of that Matter, the Addreſs, as it had been drawn was 

approv d. and the next Day preſented to the King by the 

whole Houſe, as follows : | 
Moſt gracious Sovereign, 

, W. your Majeſty s moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, 

l the Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament aſ- 


The Commons Ad- 
dic. 


ſembled, beg Leave to return your Majeſty our unſeigned 


* Thanks for your molt gracious Speech from the Throne. 
We congratulate your Majeſty upon the Succeſs that has 
your unwearied Application for reſtoring Tran 


. 


* quility to Europe, for ſecuring our Commerce by Treaties, 
and for releaſing great Numbers of your Subjects from 
* Slavery among the Moors, and for delivering the trading 
* Part of the Nation from the Apprehenſions of the like 
* Calamity for the future; which are ſo many Inſtances of 
your Majetty's Goodneſs, in which all your Subjects are fo 

nearly concern'd, that we are no leſs bound by Intereſt, 
* than led by Inclination and Duty, moſt thankfully to 

vol. I L1 * acknowledge 


(. 266 )} 
1. © acknowledge theic happy Effects of your Majeſty's Care 


OW for your People. 


* Your Majeſty's recommending to us to improve the ge 

* neral Tranquility Abroad, towards extending and cas 
our Commerce, is an additional Proof, = much 
* Majeſty has the real Intereſt of Great-Britain at Hear, 

in all your Counſel: and Undertakings. 

* Your Commons are throughly ſenſible that our Poor 
cannot be ſufficiently employ'd, nor the Balance of Trade 
* be long preferv'd | in our Favour, while ſuch Duties ar 
* continu'd, as either clog the Exportation of our or: 

„ Manufaftures, or render the Manufacturing of them :: 
* Home leſs eaſy ond plies and they will moſt chez: 
fully apply themſelves to conſider how far ſuch Dutis 
* can to taken off and replac'd, without laying any ney 
© Burthen on your People, or violating the publick Faith; 
having great Reaſon to promiſe themſelves, that the free 
Circulation of Trade, which muit naturally fucceed un 
+ the taking off this Preſſure, will, in a ſhort Space ef 
Time, compenſate any Diminution of the Cuſtoms, which 
this Alteration may occafion for the preſent. 

And fince the Trade, Navigation, and Safety of thi | 
Nation muſt remain, in ſome Meaſure, 7 
© as we are under the Neceſſity of purchaſing and 
© all our naval 4 on 
* moſt faithful Commons will do their utmoſt Endeavour, 
— on Oh proton , | 
de ſupply'd from your Majeſty's Plantations in Amenc, 
and thereby divert our Colonies from ſetting ow 
© faftures, which "_ interfere with thoſe of ther 
8 Mother-Country. 
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ſecond your Majeſty's provident Intentions, 
the infamous and pernicious Practice of R 
which, beſides that it defrauds the publick Revenues 
diſcourages the honeſt Trader, may, at this Juncture, 
danger the Health — ——_—_ 
* Majeſty's innocent Subjects. 
The ſeveral Points which your Majeſty has been 
* ouſly pleas'd to recommend to us, carry in them fuch en 
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dent Marks of your Majeſty's paternal and moſt affectionate Anno 8. Geo. x. 
« Concen for your People, and are of ſuch laſting Conſe NR 
« quence to the Welfare and Safety of this Nation, that we ls 
ſhould be inexcuſable, if we did not, by a ready Concur- 
« rence on our Parts, do all in our Power to render theſe your 
« Majeſty's molt gracious Purpoſes effectual; and proceed 
« in the Conſideration of them with ſuch Temper, Unani- 
« mity, and Diſpatch, as may fully anſwer your Majeſty's 
Expect itions, and defeat the Deſigus of thoſe who hope 
« for any other Contentions amongſt us, but of Zeal and 
Affection towards your Majeſty's ſacred Perſon and Go- 
vernment. 


To which the King gave this Anſwer. 


Gentlemen, 
4 Retum you 
a and for the Aſſurances you give 
+ through the weighty Affai 
- ay wad Diſpatch ; and I promiſe 
« experienc'd Zeal and Application, that my Wiſhes 
« for the Welfare and Proſperity of my People, will be ren- 
« der'd effectual. : 


Oc. 23. A Motion was made for a Supply to be granted 
to his Majeſty, which was unanimouſly agreed to. 

O#. 27. The Commons, in a Grand Committee, conſider d of 
the Supply to be granted to his Majeſty ; and, in the firſt Place, no. in the Con 
went upon the State of the Debt of the Navy, as it ſtood on ue of Supply 
the zoth of September 1721, which amounted to about Bebe of the Navy: 


ſome Warmth animadverted upon the Perſons concern'd in 
that Part of the Adminiſtration, ſaying, among other Things, 
It was Matter of Wonder, how ſo great a Debt could be 
incurr'd, when the Parliament had provided for what had 
been defir'd upon that Head.” He was ſeconded by Mr 
Shippen, who hinted, © That ſuch extraordinary Expences Mr Shippen. 
could not be for the immediate Service of Great-Britain, but 
in all Probability, for the Preſervation of ſome foreign Ac- 
quiſitions. Mr Plummer anſwer d them. Upon which Sir 11 Plummer. 
Joſeph Jekyll ſaid, That he was not againſt providing for sir 1. Jekyll. 
any juſt publick Debt ; but that, in his Opinion, they could 
not anſwer it, either to themſelves, or thoſe they had the 
Honour to repreſent, if they gave away the Nation's Money 
blindfold ; and therefore he defir'd, that the Houſe might 
be inform'd, how ſo a Debt had been contracted ? * To 
this Mr R. Walpole feplied, © Nothing in the World was 
more reaſonable ; and therefore he back d the Motion for 
SR 2 having 


Mr R. Walpole. 


Anno 8 Gro, 1. 
1741 


One Million grant- 

ed towards payi 

the Dcbts of the © 
And an Ad- 


cre on de viding : Then the 8 


11 
having 2 particular Account of that Debt laid befure tue 
Houſe ; but, in the mean Time, he might aſſure them, that 
near 1,100,000]. of it was contracted in the lait Reign; arg 


as the Perſons now in the Adminiſtration, were not aniwer. 


able for that Part, neither did they defire that above one 


Million of it ſhould be this Year provided for.” Hereurgy 


the Queſtion being put, That one Million be granted towars, 
paying off the Debt of the Navy, it was carry'd without di. 
di peaker having reſum'd the Chair, it ua, 
reſolv d, according to Sir Joſeph Jekyll's Motion, to are; 
his Majeſty for an Account of all Money granted by Parliz. 
ment for the Service of the Navy, from the firſt Day of Ja. 
nuary 1710 ; and how far the ſaid Money has been iſſued tor 
that , and what the Exceis of the Expence above the 
Proviſion made by Parliament has every Year aniounted to, 
and what were the Cauſes of ſuch Exceſs. | 


Debate concerning Oct. 31. The Order of the Day being read, for the Htuſe 


the Number ot 
Land- Forces. 


Mr Treby. 


Mr Freeman, 


Mr Heyſham. 
Mr Yonge. 

Mr J-ffer.es. 
NI. Trcbv. 

Mr Shippe 1. 
Mr R. Walpele. 


Mr Treby, 


Mr Freeman. 


Mr H. Walpole, 


A Bill to forbid 

Conmerce with 
„ Country in- 

28K. vu the 


- 2 PT 


give their Opin 
H 


to reſolve itſelf into a Grand Committee, to confider farther 
of the Supply granted to his Majeſty, the ſeveral Eftimates 
and Accounts relating to the Land- Forces, Chelſea - Huipitil 
and reduc'd Officers, were referr'd to the ſaid Committee: 
But a Motion being made by Mr 'Treby, that the Speaker do 
now leave the Chair, the fame was oppos'd by Mr Freeman, 


| who defir'd that this Affair might be put off, at leait till the 


Friday following, urging, © That there had not been ſufficient 
Time allow'd to the I * to peruſe the ſeveral Account 
and Eſtimates, and, conſequently, they were not prepar d to 
inion th He was ſeconded by Mr 

3 but Mr Yonge anſwer'd them both; Mr Jeſſeries 

having replied to Mr Yonge, he was anſwer'd by Mr Treby, 
the latter by Mr Shippen ; to whom Mr R. Walpole having 
replied, the Queſtion was, at laſt, put upon Mr Treby's Mo- 
tion, and carry d in the Affirmative, by 120 againſt 40. 
The Houſe having thereupon refolv'd itſelf into a Grand 
Committee, Mr Farrer in the Chair, MrTreby mov'd, © That a 
Supply be granted for the ſame Number of Forces as were 


provided for laſt Year, viz. 14,294 Men, including Com- 
miſſion and Nor-Commiſſion Officers, and 1859 Invalid. 


oppos'd by Mr Freeman, who alledg'd, ©That 


This was again | 
both at Home and 


conſidering the general Tranquility, 


Abroad, the Number of Land- Forces might be reduc'd, and 


Part of that Expence apply'd to more im t Uſes:“ But 


he was anſwer d by Mr Horatio Walpole ; and the Queſtion | 


being put, Mr Treby's Motion was, upon a Diviſion, car- 
ry'd by a Majority of 121 Votes againſt 37. 

November q. A Bill, To enable his Majeſty effeFually » 
prohibit Commerce <vith any Country, as he fall think - 
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Jary, in order to prevent the Cintagion being brought inte this 
Kingdom, Was read the firſt Lime. 
| Now. 13. The Bill, To þ' event the Contagion, &c. was 


| Anno d. Geo. LI. 
1721. 


— NS 


read a fecond Time, and committed to a Committee of the 


whole Houſe. | 

New. 17. Sir Gilbert Heathcote ſtood up, and ſet forth, 
That ſince the Ruſſia Company had engrois'd the Trade to 
that Country, the Var was rais'd above double the Price it 


bore when the Trade was open. That, beſides, while we 


f-tch'd our naval Stores from Ruſſia, it was in the Power of 
the Czar, not only to ſet what Price he pleas'd upon them, 
but even to prevent our having them at all, in Caſe we ſhould 
be at War, either with him, or any of his Allies ; or, at 
leaſt, to hinder our having them, unleſs brought over and 
imported in his own Veflels ; which, he faid, that he 
was inform'd the Czar now inſiſted upon. That therefore, 
ſince theſe Commodities were ſo abſolutely neceſſary for our 
Navy, it was not fitting we ſhould he at the Mercy of a 
foreign Prince for. them; eſpecially, ſince we could be ſup- 
ply'd with them from our own Plantations, and upon eafier 
'Terms: For whereas we now pay for the naval Stores from 
Ruſſia moſtly in ready Money, we might have them from 
New-England, and other Engliſh Plantations in America, in 


Sir G. Heathcote's 
Motion for a Bill 
for the encouragi 
the Importation 
Naval Stores. 


for our own Manufactures; whereby we ſhould not 


only encourage his Majeſty's Subjects abroad, and divert 
them from ſetting up and carrying on Manufactures which 


directly interfere with thoſe of Great Britain, but alſo em- 


ploy our Poor at Home: Concluding, with a Motion for 
bringing in a Bill, For giving farther Encouragement for the 
Importation of Naval Stores ; which being ſeconded, the ſaid 
Bill was order'd to be brought in. 

Then the Houſe reſolv'd itſelf into a Grand Committee, 


that many of them were 


kibir rce with Turky, where i 
every Body, that the Plague was always i 
«her ; whereby we ſhould loſe the moſt beneficial Bra: 

our Trade, — a 
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Arno 8. Geo. I. mH ture,” To this it was anſwer'd, by Sir Philip Yorke, 

1 and Mr Vonge, That there was a vaſt Difference 
dr F. Yorke, the common Plague, which is Epidemical in Turky, and the 
2 Contagion which at preſent rages in the South Parts of 
France, to prevent the bringing over of which this Bill wa 
chiefly mtended. That therefore it might be left to the 
Diſcretion of the King and his Miniſters to act in that Mat- 
ter as they ſhould fee Occaſion, and to give Directions ac- 
Me T. Broderick. cordingly by Proclamation :” And Mr Thomas Broderick, 


added, © That for his Part, he was more afraid, that in thi; 


Caſe, as on other Occaſions, the King would be too merci 
ful, rather than too ſevere.” Hereupon the Bill was gone 
through. Then, upon the Queſtion, when the Amendment 
made thereto ſhould be reported, Sir Gilbert Heathcote and 
they who were againſt the Bill inſiſted to have it put of 
that there might be more Time to conſider of any Objeftions 
that might be made againſt it: But Mr Broderick faid, He 
thought no Time ought to be loſt in a Cafe of this Nature, 
wherein the Lives of us all were concern'd : That for his 
Part he wiſh'd the Bill could obtain the RoyalAſſent that ve- 
ry Day; and therefore mov'd, That it be reported the next 
Day, which being order'd accordingly, the ſaid Amendments 
were then agreed to, and the Bill order'd to be engroſ d. 
Tie Bill togreve'r Now. 20. The Commons read the third Time, pafs'd, and 
we Fine, and ſent up to the Lords, the Bill, To enable his Majeſty ec. 
pa. .. ally to prohibit Commerce, for the Space of one Near, with 
any Country that is, or ſhall be, infected with the Plague. 
December 13. A Petition of the Quakers, in Behalf of ther 
a Bit 046-4 Friends, who ſeruple the Form of folemn Affirmation, vn. 
be brought in. n the Words, In the Preſence of Almighty God, was preſented 
nnn. to the Houſe, and read, praying, that Leave be given w 
bring in a Bill, For granting the ſaid People ſuch Form if 
Affirmation or Declaration, as may remove thoſe Difficultie 
echich many of them lie under; or ſuch other Relief asto 
the Houſe ſhould ſeem meet: This Petition was ſpoke to by 
Mi, Sir John Ward, and Mr Heyſham, Members for London, 
Lord M. Piet. Who were back'd by the Lord William Paulet, Mr Slope, 
du H M pee. Mr Horatio Walpole, and Sir Wilfrid Lawſon * ; whereopon 
Sir Wik. Lawton. a Bill was order'd to be brought in, according to the Prayer 
| of the faid Petition. 
Dec. 15. The Quaker's Bill was read the firſt Time. 


A Bill order'dto Dec. 16. Upon the Motion of Mr Hutcheſon, a Bill w | 


d. orought in, For order'd to be brought in, For the better ſecuring the Iran 


the beter cure : g 
Leden of of Elections of Members to ſerve in Parliament. 


— Dec. 19. The Commons read a ſecond Tune, and com- 
Jau 


mitted the Bill in Favour of the Quakers. 
* Que of the Grams of che King's Bedchamber. 
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January 9. The Bill, For granting the People call Aua- 
* 5, Aach Form of Affirmation or Declaration, as may remove 
the Difficulties euhich many of them lie under, was read the 
third Time, paſs'd, and ſent up to the Lords. 

Fan. 16. A Bill, For jecuring the Freedom of Elections of 
Mcmbers to jerve in Parliament, was read the firſt Time. 

Jan. 22. The above-mention'd Bill was read a fecond 


Time; upon which Mr Hutcheſon ſtood up and ſpoke for 


committing the ſame, as follows, 
Mr Speaker, 
« Tho' 1 think the Neceſſity of the Bill which has been 


| read to you, is of itſelf a ſufficient Argument for it, yet 


fince I was one of thoſe who had the Honour of your Com- 


mands for bringing it in, it may, perhaps, be expected that 
I ſhould fay ſoinething upon it. As therefore there is too 


much Reaſon to apprehend, that this is the laſt Struggle you 


are ever like to have for the Preſervation of your Rights and 
Liberties ; ſo certainly the Efforts of every honeſt Man are 
more than ordinarily requiſite at this critical Juncture, to pro- 
cure, if it be pofſible, the Choice of a free and independent 
Parliament, that being the only Means, under Providence, 
which can ſave you from that State of Ruin and Confuſion, 
which ſeems ſo immediately to threaten, and to be hanging 
over you. If you ſhould have the Misfortune to miſcarry, 
and that the Majority of this Houſe ſhould hereafter be com- 
pos'd of Perſons, who have Views and Schemes to purſue 
repugnant to the common Good and Eaſe of their Country, 
what elſe muſt you then expect but the Continuance at leaſt, 
if not the Increaſe, of thoſe heavy Burthens you have alread 

upon you, and at every Turn to fee the Honour and Sanction 
of Parliament baſely proſtituted to the deſtructive Meaſures 
of thoſe, who ſhall then happen to be in Power, which, 
without other Means of Violence, could not be juſtif,'d ad 
ſupported ? If you ſhould be plung'd into an unneceſſary and 
expenſive War, if your Trade and Intereſt ſhould be ſacri- 
hc'd for the Service of other Princes, and it may be, that 
done too, only to engage them to the Conceſſion of foreign 
Provinces and Acquiſitions, in which Britain has not the leait 
Concern, what Redreſs could our Country hope for, even 
under ſuch Grievances, from Patriots who had themſelves 
contributed towards them, or were the mercenary Tools and 
Dependents of thoſe who had? All Manner of Licentiouſneſs 


and publick Frauds would then have their open and avow'd 


Advocates ; and it would be no Wonder to fee the greateſt 

Criminals eſcape unpuniſii'd, when the Power of Remil- 

3 Pardon of Crimes were ſo much in their own 
8. 


« ie 


Are 8. Geo. L 
1721-21. 


Thr Quaker); Bl 
Falles che Howe. 


Mr Hutcheſot“s 
Spceck tor Comm. * 
ting the Mill, e- 
the teſter n ng 
the Freeiun 6 
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YRS fo invade the Freedom of your approaching Elections; 


| 


ſome Places by Threats, to fill and over-awe them with the 


* — incredible Sums which are 
diſpers d, one muſt imagi ve more than private 
at their Command. ny” N "Om 
* But what, in God's Name, can all this tend to? What 
other Conſtruction can any Man in common Senſe put upon 
all theſe Things, but that there ſeems to have been a form'd 
Deſign, by Violence and Oppreſſion, firſt to humble you and 
to make your Necks pliable to the Yoke that is defign'd for 
You, and then to finiſh the Work by | 


A 


+ 
7h 


F 


in 


G * 
4 
f. 
— 
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5 not 
a Stop to the Courſe of thoſe Evils, which 
likely ſo ſoon to overtake them. It is for theſe 
this Bill is now before you, and I hope it either 1 
your Aſſiſtance will be made ſuch, as may fully anſwer 
Ends for which you were pleas'd to order it to be 
The Abuſes in the Manner of diſpatching your Ws to 
the Sheriffs, were the Motives which firſt led you into this Conſe 
deration. I am perſuaded the Method here preſerib d to r 
gulate that Matter, will be found ſo eafy and prafticable, 
and ſo little liable to any Objection, that it would be needleb 
in me to take up your Time in enlarging upon that Head: 
But for the Penalties upon falſe Returns, unleſs they ae 
ſettled on the ſevereſt and molt rigorous Terms, it will be in 
vain for you to contend with Sheriffs and returning Officer, 
who, inſtead of the People in whom the Right is and ouyſt 
to be lodg'd, will draw the whole Power of Elections 1 
their own Hands, and therefore they ought to be tyed up w 
ſuch ſtrict Rules, as that they ſhall never dare, upon any Ac 
count whatſoever, to depart from them, much leſs to be fub- 
je to thoſe Sort of Influences, which, of all others, you have 
moſt Reaſon to be jealous of. We know, 2 


F 


> notorious what Attempts are now ing on 
in 
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more have not only brib'd the returning Officer, but have An 8. Geo. 1. 


21-23. 


even indemnity'd him againſt the whole Penalty of Five Hun- 


| dred Pounds, rather than not get the Return, right or wrong, 


in Four of themſelves ; depending, I ſuppoſe, upon the 
Strength and Partiality of their Friends, to maintain them, 
\t anv Rate, in the unjuitifiable Poſſeſſion of a Seat here; this 
has been practis'd upon former Occaſione, and therefore there 
is always juſt Grounds to ſuſpect it will be attempted again. 
And it is now come to ſuch a Paſs, that if you were even to 
double that Penalty, without doing fomething elſe, I am 


afraid it would have little or no Effect. But when all thoſe 


Bonds of Indemnity are declar'd null and void, when the 
Securities uſually given and taxen upon theſe Occaſions are 
withdrawn, they may then, perhaps, be deterr'd, at leaſt 
from ſo barefac'd a Practice of theſe arbitrary and illegal 
Proceedings for the future. 5 | 

* Another Expedient for ſecuring the Freedom of your 
Elections, and which, I think, will more effectually contri- 
bute towards it, than any one Thing whatſoever, is the an- 
nulling the Votes of thoſe Swarins of Officers in the Cuftoms 
and Exciſe ; they are already lubjected to the Penalty of one 
hundred Pounds, if they (hall preſume to intermeddle ; this 
therefore is no-more than a natural Confequence, and a ne- 
ceſſiry Enforcement of what you have done before. The 
Commiſſioners themſelves of thoſe Branches of the Revenue 
have been for ſome Time under a legal Incapacity of fitting 
here, as being thought under ſuch ſtrong Ties and Influences, 
in regard to their Employments, as were inconſiſtent with 
that Freedom with which Men ought to act in Parliament; 
certainly then the fame Reaſon will hold good as to the 
Votes of them and their inferior Officers, eſpecially in Mat- 
ters that fo nearly relate to it. There is likewiſe a Proviſo, 
that no Perſon ſhall be capable of poſſeſſing any of theſe Ot- 
ices, for a certain Time to be limited, after they ſhall have 
tender d their Votes in any Election; and the Reaſon of that 
s very plain; without it all this Diſability would ſignify no- 
thing ; for by diſplacing them juſt to ſerve a Turn, and re 


ſtoring them again immediately after, the whole Force of 


this Clauſe would be entirely defeated. 


I make no doubt but the Intention was very juſt and | 


commendable of the Gentlemen who brought in the Quali- 
fication Act, which was certainly defign'd to eſtabliſh a land- 


ed Property in Parliament, without which, I will venture to, 


lay, it will be impotiible you ſhould be fafe ; but that Matter 
ſtands at preſent upon ſo looſe a Foot, that I am afraid it 
has hitherto been of very little Uſe or Service to you. What 
Dependence, for Inftance, can you have upon a Man whe 
has no more than three hundred Pounds a Year in Land, or, 


Voi. I. | M m | perhaps 
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areas Gee, 1. perhaps, only an Arnuity of that Value for Life, and haz 


1724-22. 


home, dangerous to our Conſtitution and Liberties. 


at the ſame I ime thirty or forty thouſand Pounds in the Fung: 
. 9 
or an Employment of two or three thouſand Pounds a Vear 


civil or military from the Crown ? And even that ſmall 


lificaticn is no otherwiſe obligatory upon him, but merely ty 


ſwear to lit having it, if it be requit' d, at the Time of hi- 


Election; for tho he ſells it, or otherwiſe diveſts himſelf of 


it immediately after, yet it remains a Doubt, whether, by 


ſo doing, he {hall vacate his Seat in Parliament. This i, 


certainly ſuch an Omiſſion as requires to be better 


and explain d. There is likewiſe a Saving in that Act in 
Favour of eldeſt Sons of Peers, and the ſame for thoſe of 
Commoners of ſix hundred Pounds a Year ; but I confeſs [ 
am at a Lois to find out upon what Ground: the latter wa 
inſerted, unleſs Care had been taken at the ſame Time to 
have oblig'd the Father or the Son to have prov'd the Po- 
ſeſſion of ſuch an Ettate ; for at preſent, let the Circum- 
ſtances of the Family be what they will, if the eldeſt Son 
can procure himſelf to be elected, I cannot fee but he is in- 
titled to a Seat here, without any farther Examination what- 
ſoever. This is another Defect fo groſs in your former Ad, 
and opens a Bick-Door to ſo many Perſons, ſo entirely con- 
trary to the Intent and Meaning of it, that it very well 
juitifies the Repeal of it by this Bill, I mean fo far only 2 
it relates to the eldeſt Sons of Commoners. 
Whether the Houſe will be willing to enact it by a Clauſe, 


muſt be ſubmitted to them, I only take the Liberty to menti- 


on, that it were very much to be wiſh'd, that Gentlemen ct 
Eftates and Families in the Country would heartily unite in 
this Particular, of keeping the Elections in their ſeveral 
Counties among themſelves ; that they would reſolve inviol- 


bly to ſupport each other's Intereſt againſt the Incroachments | 


and corrupt Applications of Strangers, let them come from 
what Quarter they will. If this were done, it would, in a 
great Meaſure, put an End to thoſe dangerous and infamous 
Practices that are now on Foot, and we might hope once more 
to ſee this Houſe fill d with Gentlemen of free and indepen» 
dent Fortunes, ſuch as would be above making their Court 
any where at the Expence of their Country, and would de- 
ſpiſe all Manner of ſlaviſh Conceſſions to Men in Power; Min: 
lers would then be neither able to ſkreen themſelves, or 
their Friends, againſt your Inquiries ; and the boldeſt and 
mol? enterpriſing of them would be made to tremble at the 
Apprehenſions of your Animadverſions upon them; nt 
ſhould we then, it is to be hop'd, fit tamely here, and ſee our 
Country harraſs'd with the Expences of fruitleſs Expeditions 
abroad, and with the Maintenance of a ftanding Army ® 


There 


r . . Ie: ©" . — Aa . . — — _ _ 4 hea bay wo. 


| 


<< _ «dS ts os A ._ - a Aa ac a E £©u MH et 


a. as am os Oc a: .,co a. Sos 


( 275 ) 
+ There ave other Parts of this Bill, which I had like e angt Gm 

| bare omitted to have ſpoken to, which are deſign'd, if poſſi- — — 7 
bie to put a Stop to that Torrent of Bribery 3 

which the Iniquity of the Times has let in upon you; and 

tho I have very little Proſpect of any good Effect that Way, 

and whatſoever the Fate of this Bill may be, every Gentle- 

man, I dare ſwear, will fo far agree, that tome Method ſhould 

be taken to prevent ſuch Practices, or the Kingdom muft be 
undone. If at this Time you had Mien at the Head of your 
Adminiſtration, who had ever been charg'd with, or any Way 
convicted of fuch Crimes, I own it would be in vain to pro- 

poſe this, or any other Method, to puniſh and diſcourage it. 
Pere it poſſible to believe, that the Influences of ſuch Men 

could prevail here, or in any other Branch of the Legillature, 

it would then be no Wonder to fee this Bill miſcarry, or to 

bear it treated as a Compoſition of Abſurdities, or as a V iola- 

tion of the Birthrights of great Numbers of his Majeſty's beſt 
Subjects. But at preſent this ſhall be no Reaſon with me to 
anticipate fo much ill Fortune to it, fince it is plain it could 

come Lefore you with no other View, but to reſtore the Free- 

com and Honour of Parliament, to reſcue the Rights and 
Liberties of our Country, and to fave, if it be poſſible, the 

poor Remnant of our Conſtitution. "Theſe are the Conſidera- 

tons which occur to me in Favour of this Bill; and I humbly 

move you that it may be committed. | 
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Accordingly the ſaid Bill was committed to a Committee 
of the whole Houſe. 5 | - 

February 1. Sir John Cope, Bart. Member for Tavi- sir Ji Cope 
| ſock, charg d Sir Francis Page, one of the Barons of the Paz wil Baran 
' Exchequer, with endeavouring to corrupt the Borough of m Bofeugü t 
Banbury in the County of Oxon, in order to procure Sir Banbury. 
William Codrington to be choſen a Repreſentative for the 

ſad Borough in the enſuing Election. The Sum of this 

Charge was, that Mr Baron had not only offer d to the pebate thereon. 
| {aid Corporation to forgive them ſux or ſeven hundred Pounds, 

de ow'd him for their new Charter, but likewiſe to give 

| them another large Sum in ready Money, which Sir John 

Cope having offer'd to prove by undeniable Evidence, ſet the 

whole Houie into a Flame; and ſome Members were for 

cenſuring the Baron immediately; but Mr Robert Walpole 

moderated that Heat, repreſenting, That it was unreaſon- 

able to arraign, condemn, and cenſure a Man, eſpecially one 

m ſo eminent a Station, before they heard what he had to 

ay in his own Vindication ; and beſides, that it would look 

like prejudging the Merits of the Election of that Borough ; 

und therefore he was of Opinion, they ought not to take 

| @y Notice of that Complaint, until the Election was over, 
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and tiien, if any Thing of that Nature appear'd, the Houſs 


might proceed to cenſure as they ſhould think fit.” He wa, 


ſupported by ſeveral other Members of the Court-Party, who 


alledg d. That when they ſhould hear what Mr Baron Page 
had to fay for himſelf, the Matter might appear quite other. 
wiſe ; and that the Gentleman who accus'd him. might de 
either miſinſorm d, or impos d upon.” Hereupon the Matter 
of the ſaid Charge was order'd to be heard at the Bar of the 
Houſe the 13th. Then in a Committee of the whole Houſe, 
the Commons went upon the Bill, For better ſecuring the 


| Freedom of Elections of Members to ſerve for the Commun; 


in Parliament; upon which there were great Debates abou: 
ſeveral Clauſes that were offer'd to be inſerted in the Bill: 


One of them was, that no Officer of the Cuſtoms, or Exciſe, 


ſhould have any Vote at any Election for Parliament-Men ; 
which was ftrenuouſly oppos'd by the Court Party, as tak; 

away from the {11d Officers their Birthright, as Engliſhmen 
and Freeholders ; fc that after ſome Speeches made on both 
Sides, the Country-Party were contented to drop that Clauſe 


Another was propos'd, importing, That no Perſon who did 


not pay Scot and Lot, ſhould have a Vote in a Corporation 


but this was alſo oppos'd by the Courtiers, who urg'd, © That 
it had already been adjudg'd, at Committees of Elections, and 
agreed to by the Houſe, in ſeveral Cafes, that ſuch Perſons, 
in ſome Places, ſhould have no Votes; and that in other 
Places they ſhould be allow'd to vote, provided they did not 
receive Alms from the Pariſh.” The other Party, in order to 
give the Bill a more eaſy Paſſage, did not think fit to infili 


upon this ſecond Clauſe neither; and ſo the Bill was gone 
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through, and order d to be reported on the Gth. 

Feb. 2. The Houſe order d, That the Complaint made 
the Day before by Sir John Cope, Bart. againit Mr Baron 
Page, be by him put into Writing, and deliver d to Mr 
Baron Page; and, That Sir John Cope, Bart. and Mr 
Baron Page be heard at the Bar of this Houſe by ther 
Counſel, upon the Matter of the ſaid Charge. 

Feb. 7. The engroſs'd Bill, For better ſecuring the Freed 
of Eledions, was read the third Time, paſs d, and fent up 
to the Lords: who rejected it, on the ſecond Reading then 
of February the 13th. 


Feb. 13. The Houſe vent upon the Complaint of Sir | 


John Cope, Bart. againſt Mr Baron Page, for endeavourng 
to corrupt ſeveral of the leading Members of the Corporation 
of Banbury againſt the next Election; and to aggravate the 
Matter, Sir John Cope acquainted the Houſe, that he ws 
inform'd, that ſome of his Evidences had been tamper'd with; 
and that there was one Mr Gregory at the Door, who co 
zive the Houſe an Account thereof. Mr Gregory havis 
therevPo 


( 277 
dereu been call'd in, and examin'd, Sir John Cope anno 8. Ceo. L. 
wor d. That the Matter of the ſaid Charge might be referr'd — 
'n the Conſideration of a Committee, upon Oath; but this 
' was oppos'd by the Courtiers, who urg d. That the faid 
' Complaint was already order'd to be heard at the Bar of 
tis Houſe this Day, and the Queſtion being put, that the 
hearing the Matter of the faid Charge at the Bar of this 
Houſe be diſcharg'd, it was carry'd in the Negative by 176 
Voices againſt 135. Then Sir John Cope mov'd, and 
the Queſtion was propos'd, that the Witneſſes to be examin'd 
in the Matter of this Charge, be examin'd at the Bar of this 
Houſe in the molt ſolemn Manner; but the previous Queſtion 
being put, that the Queſtion be now put, it paſs'd in the Ne- 
cative by 144 Votes againſt 142. Then the Counſel for Mr 
Baron Page being call'd in, and the Charge of Sir John 
Cope againit him read, the Mayor of Banbury, and other 
Wuneſſes, were call'd in, and examin'd by Sir John Cope ; 
after which, the Counſel for Mr Baron Page was heard, 
and a Witneſs examin'd. The Witneſſes for Sir John Cope 
declar'd, © That Mr Baron Page being with Sir Adolphus 
Oughton, and Sir William Coddrington in the Town-Hall at 
Banbury, Mr Baron Page call'd the Mayor and two or three 
| of the Aldermen into another Room, and diſcourſing with 
them about a Perſon to be ſet up at the next Election to repre - 
ſent the Corporation, he propos'd to them Sir William Co- 
| drington. I hat they anſwer d, They would be very glad to 
accept one of his Recommendation; but added, that moſt 
other Corporations made a conſiderable Advantage of their 
Elections; and they knew no Reaſon why they ſhould not do 
it as well as their Neighbours ; that they wanted to have their 
Streets pav'd, an Augmentation to their Vicarage, and 2 
School to be built ; which the Corporation not being able to 
do of themſelves, their Stock being very low, they therefore 
expected, that the Perſon who ſhould be choſen ſhould be at 
that Expence, which, in all, might amount to 5001. or 600 l. 
That thereupon the Baron told them, he did not expect ſuch 
an Anſwer ; that they knew he had been very kind to the 
Corporation, and had been at a great Charge, no lefs than 
bool. or 7001. to procure them a new Charter; that he 
never intended to aſ that Money of them, and if they would 
order a Releaſe for it to be drawn up, he would readily ſign 
it, which he did accordingly on the 22d of December laſt. 
That this was all that paſs'd then; but that the Baron came 
afterwards to them, and offer d them firſt 1001. and then 
me up to 500 l.“ It being late, the Houſe adjourn'd the 
farther hearing of that Matter to the next Day. 
Feb. 14. After the farther examining of Witneſſes, and 
heuring of Mr Baron Page's Counſel, a Motion being — 
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1 
and the Queſtion put, that it appear d to this Houſe, that dir 
John Cope, Bart. had made good his Charge again Fir 


The Houſe refol:e Francis Page, one of the Barons of his Majetty's Exch 


that Sir John 
Cope had not 
made pood his 


Mr Huron Page. 


Debate concerning 
whe S. S. C 
tie c Part of 
ter Carital Fund 
to yay ther Deli. 


"Parts pay the Debts of the ſaid Company. Sir Thomas Crofs 


ir was, after a long Debate, carry d in the Negative, by 1g 
Votes only againſt 1 24 : 

Feb. 16. The Houſe went into a Committee upon a Bill, 
Toa enable the South-Sea Company to diſpoſe of the E edi in 
their Hands by Way of Lottery or Subſeription, in order to 


in the Chair, Mr Robert Walpole offer'd a Chu w 
added to the Bill, To impo vv the South-Sea Company to 46 
peſe of Part of their Capital Fund, not exceeding twa Hun- 
dred Thouſand Pounds per Annum, to any Perſons, Body Poll. 
tick or Corporate, to enable them to pay their Debts. This 
Clauſe was very ſtrenuouſly oppos d by Mr Archibald Hutche- 
ſon, the Lord Morpeth, General Roſs, and Mr Pulteney ; 
who ſuggeſted, © That this was but an Ingraftment in other 


Terms: That the South-Sea Company had deſir d no ſuch 


Power; but if they had it, the Directors would not fail 
ing Uſe of it, whether there was any Occaſion for it or 
not.” To this Mr Walpole replied, * He perceiv'd, that be- 


cauſe he had once declar d himſelf in Favour of an Ingraft- 


every Thing he propos'd ſince appear d frightful, as 
he were in the Intereſt of another Company, and not in 
of the South-Sea ; but that he took that Opportunity to 
he had no Manner of Concern in the Bank, 

a long Time, he had not had one Penny; where- 
as he had, at this very Juncture, a conſiderable Stock in the 
South-Sea Company, and therefore had Reaſon to be for the 
Intereſt of the latter, if he conſider d only his own ; but that 
in this whole Affair, he had the publick Good principally i 


in 
View: And altho he had been fo much reflected on for being 


for an Ingraftment, yet he would undertake to to any 
two unprejudic'd Gentlemen in that Houſe, = mn ak 
gures could do, that an Ingraftment had been for the Intereſt 
and Advantage of the South-Sea Company. That as to this 
Clauſe, he could not imagine, why any one concern'd in the 
ſaid Company, ſhould be againſt their having as much Power 
as they could, fince it was in their Choice, whether they 
would make Uſe of it or not: That conſidering the preſent 
Circumſtances of Affairs, the lowneſs of Publick Credit, the 
Parliament's drawing to an End, and how many Accidents 
might happen before another Seſſion, he thought it could not 
hurt the Company to have Power from the 


we Parts. | 
ment, to do what they might have Occaſion to apply for to 
a Parliament, when, perhaps, none were ſitting.” Hereupon 
the laid Clauſe was agreed to, and the Bill gone _ 
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F.v. 23. The Commons read the third Time, paſs'd, and Anne 8. eo. 1. 
ſent up the ſaid Bill to the Lords. 
March 7. The King went to the Houſe of Peers with the Which is paſt d. 
uſual State and Solemnity, and the Commons attending, their 


Speaker, upon preſenting the Money-Bill, made the following 
Speech to his Majeſty, viz. 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 


but 
for maintaining the Honour and Dignity of the Crown ; 
* and, at the fame Time, they have omitted no Opportu- 
* nity of eaſing the publick Incumbrances, and of putting the 
National Debt into a Method of Payment; for no ſooner 
had your Majeſty, by the Vigilance of your Councils, 
and the Succeſs of your Arms, reſtor d and ſecur d the pub- 
ck Peace and Tranquility, but your Commons immedi- 
y found Means to reduce the Intereſt of the National 
and thereby ſet apart a Fund, which, by a farther 
Reduction of Intereſt fince made by your Commons, will, 
in a few Years, be conſiderably increas'd, and the Payment 
of the Principal become practicable; and from which your 
Majeſty's trading Subjects have already reap'd this unme- 
diate Benefit, that your Commons have been enabled, during 
this Seſſion, without endangering the Security of any Par- 
iamentary Engagements, to take off ſuch Duties as were 
found by Experience to be moſt prejudicial to the Trade 
and Manufactures of your Kingdoms. And as your Com- 
* mons were apprehenſive, that the Debt of the Navy was 
* rifing to ſuch an Height, as would, if not timely prevented, 
* neceſſarily affect and depreciate all other publick 8 
* Pence of the current Service; they have therefore unani- 
* mouſly agreed on ſuch Methods of diſcharging ſo much of 
that Debt, as will effectually prevent the Miſchiefs they 
* apprehend, and can be no Ways burthenſome to their Fel- 
* low-Subjedts. - . 
* Thus have your Commons fully and happily compleated 
* every Thing which your Majeſty was graciouſly pleas'd to 
recommend to them at the Beginning of this Seſſion ; and 
whenever your Majeſty, in your Royal Wiſdom, ſhall again 


] 
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Speech to the King 


Anno 


1721-22. #® © Commerce, the true and natural Source of Wealth ay 
Plenty in theſe Kingdoms; and we ſhould think ourſelves, 


The King's Speech c 


d. Geo. I. 


1 
* with like Application and Diligence, to extend Trade and 


* happy, if even our Miſtakes might be of Service to you 
* Majeity, by being a Warning to thoſe that come after us 
And that when the Wiſdom of your Majeſty's Councik 
and the Steadineſs of your Adminiitration, ſhall have reſtor d 
Credit to its former flouriſhing Condition, they may nt: 
| wanton with too much Proſperity, but may proceed 
© with ſuch Caution and Prudence in their Endeavours t 


_ © leflen the National Debt, as may put it out of the Powe: 


© of any Set of Men to produce Miſery and Diſtreſs, from 


* what ſhall be propos'd for the Eaſe and Benefit of you; 


* People : And that, by the Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance of Divine 
Providence, they may fo effectually unite the AﬀeRtions of 


your People, and firmly eltabliſh your Majeſty's Throne, | 


* That the Scepter may not depart from your Royal Haut. 
© wor a Larwgiver from betæveen your Feet ! that the ancient 
© legal Conſtitution of this Kingdom, in King, Lords, and 
Commons, may be perpetuated in your Majeſty and your 
« Poſterity, till Time ſhall be no more. 

© Your Majeſty having been, at different Times, in the 
* Courſe of this Seffion, graciouſly pleas'd to accept ſuc 
Supplies, as your Commons offer d to your Majeſty for the 
Service of this Year, they do now humbly pray your Mz 
« jeſty's like gracious Acceptance of a Bill they have prepar d 


Li) 


for diſcharging the Debt of the Navy, intitled, Ar A fr | 


< paying off and cancelling one Million of Exchequer Bill, Kc. 


After this the King gave the Royal Aſſent to the fad 
Bill ; ＋ 


_  /eription, &c. Allo to ſeveral other publick, and private Bilk. 


at your an End 


to 
ment. 


furſt Parlia- 


After which his Majeſty made the following Speech. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Ou could not have given me a more acceptable Ir- 
ſtance of your Zeal and Affection, than by diſpatci- 
ing, with ſo much Unanimity, the ſeveral Particulars | 
recommended to you at the Beginning of this Seffion, for 
« the Eaſe and Advantage of my People. f 
The many and great Encouragements you have given © 
« our Trade and Manufactures, and the Proviſion you have 
« made for our being ſupply'd with naval Stores from ou 
« own Plantations, will, I make no doubt, excite the I 
« quſtry of my Subjects, employ a greater Number of the 
« Poor, encreaſe our Navigation, and be a conſiderable Ad- 
dition to the Riches and Strength of this Nation. 


a Bill, To enable the South-Sea Company ta il. 
poſe of the E fects in their Hands by Way of Lottery or * 
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11. 
Gentlemen of the IIouſe of Conunons, 
« The raifing the current Supplies of the Year, and che 


„part ot the Debt of the Navy, is a farther Proof of your 
„Affection to me, and your Regard for the Publick ; and 
« dong it in a Manner ſo little burthenſome to my Peo 


gixes me the greateſt Satisfaction. . 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

« cannot in juitice part with this Parliament, without 
* returning you my ſincereſt Thanks, for your ſteady and 
« retulute Adherence to my Perton and Government, and to 
the Intereſt of the Protettant Cauſe, both at Home and 
« Abroad. The Enemies ot our happy Conſtitution have 
« given the ſtrongeſt and moit honourable I eitimony of your 
« Behaviour in theſe Particulars, by the implacable Malice 
+ which they have, upon all Occaſions, expreſs'd againit you. 

„ You muit all be ſenſible, that they are, at this Juncture, 


«* reviving, with the greateſt Induſtry, the fame wicked 


« Arts of Calumny and Defamation, wiich have been the 
conitant Preludes to publick Troubles and Diſorders ; and 
« tuch is their Infatuation, that they flatter themſelves the 
« zrofſelt Miſrepreſentations will turn to their Advantage, 
and give them an Opportunity of recommending themſelves 
* to the Favour and Opinion of my People ; but I 
« have fo juſt a Confidence in the Affection of my Subjects, 


Anno 9. Gey. I. 


1721-22 


„ning 4 Proviſion for the Diſcharge of fo conſiderable 2 


« and in their Regard for their own Welfare, that I am 


« perſuaded they will not ſuffer themſelves to be thus impos'd 
* upon, and betray'd into their own Deſtruction. 

For my Part, as the Preſervation of the Conſtitution in 
Church and State ſhall always be my Care, I am firmly 
determin'd to continue to countenance ſuch as have mani- 
feſied their Zeal for the preſent Eftabliſhment, and have 
the religious and civil Rights of all my Subjects truly at 
Heart; and I quettion not but that Behaviour, which has 
* juſtly recommended them to me, will effectually ſecure to 
them the Good-will of all that are well affected to my 
Government; and will convince the World, that the Ex- 
** pettitions of thoſe are very ill grounded, who hope to 
prevail with a Proteſtant free People, to give up their Re- 
* ligion and Liberties into the Hands of ſuch as are Ene- 
mies to botll.“ 


And then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's Command. 
prorogued the Parliament to the 15th of March: But on 
the 10th of the fame Month, a Proclamation was iſſued for 


ue Diſſolution of this Parliament, and the Calling another. 
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Firſt Seſſion of the SecoxD PARLIAMENT 


"OF 


King GEORGE l. 


Being the Sixth Parliament of Great Britain. 


N the gth of October, the Parliament being met 
at Weſtminſter, want to a Proclamation for 
that Purpoſe, the King came to the Houſe of Peers, 
with the uſual State, and the Commons being ſent 
for up and attending, his Majeſty's Pleaſure was fignify'd to 
them by the Lord Chancellor, that they ſhould retum to 
their Houſe and chuſe a Speaker, and him to his 
| Majeſty the Thurſday following. The Commons being w 
turn d accordingly, Mr Pulteney *, Member for Heydon, 
Mr SpencerComp- made a Motion for chuſing Mr Spencer Compton +, Knight 
Speaker, of the Shire for Suſſex, their Speaker, as a Perſon of know 
Abilities, and conſummate 1 ogy 

qualify'd for ſo arduous and important an 

which he had already diſcharg'd with ere App 
the laſt Parliament. This Motion was immediately ſeconded, 
and being ſupported by a great many Voices, he was cen 
Speaker, without 


October 11. The King being come again to the Houſe af 


Peers, the Commons preſented their Speaker to his Mz 
jeſty, who, by the Mouth of the Lord Chancellor, frißt d 
| his Ap of their Choice. Then the Lord Chancellr 


read is Majeſty's Speech to both Houſes, as follows. 1 


DA. Lieuter.ut of the Fat Riding of Torkſhire, 2. 
t Paymaſter General of * :5 Vargty's Nrces, and of e H 


| 


| 
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My quan amy ow at Anno 9. Gee. L. 

« Am conc to find my ſelf oblig d, at the opening of = 
this ee a dangerous Con- NN 
« {piracy has been for ſome Time form'd, and is ſtill car- zt opening the firſt 
40 ry ing on, againſt m Perſon and Government, in Favour — — 
« of a Popiſh Pretender. 5 —_— 

« The Diſcoveries I have made here, the Informations I * Lern Piat. 
« have receiv'd from my Minitters abroad, and the Intelli- 
« gences I have had from the Powers in Alliance with me, 
« and indeed from moſt Parts of Europe, have given me 
« moſt ample and concurrent Proofs of this wicked Deſign. 

The Conſpirators have, by their Emiſſaries, made the 
« ftrongeſt Inſtances for Aſſiſtance from Foreign Powers, but 
« were diſappointed in their Expectations: , con- 
« fiding in their Numbers, and not diſcourag d by their for- 
« mer ill Succeſs, they reſolv'd once more, upon their own 


tents, occaſion'd by private Loſſes and Misfortunes, how- 
ever induſtriouſly and maliciouſly fomented, are turned 
into Diſaffection, and a Spirit of Rebellion. 

Na 2 | « Had 


( 284 ) 
„Had I. fince my Accython to the Throne, ever ., 
* tempted any Innovation ik our eltabliſh'd Religion; ho 
I, in any one Inſtance, invaded the Liberty or Proper: 
of my Subjects, I ſhould leſs wonder at any Endeawoun 
to alienate the Affections of my People, and draw them 
into Meaſures that can end in nothing but their own De. 
* ſtruction. 
* But to hope to perſuade a free People, in full Enjoy. 
ment of all that is dear and valuable to them, to exchan» 
Freedom for Slavery, the Proteſtant Religion for Popen, 
and to facrifice at once the Price of ſo much Blood and 
Treaſure, as have been ſpent in Defence of our preſent 
Eftabliſhment, ſeems an Infatuation not to be accounted 
for. But however vain and unſucceſbtul theſe Jefpercte 
Projccts may prove in the End, they have at preſent { 
far the defired Effect, as to create Uneaſineſs and Dic. 
dence in the Minds of my People; which our Enemies 
labour to improve to their own Advantage. By formi: 
Plots they depreciate all Property that is vetted in the 
publick Funds, and then complain of tlie low State cf 
Credit: They make an Iacreaie of the National Exper. 
ces neceſſary, and then clamour at the Burthen of Faxes, 
and endeavour to impute to my Government, as Grie. 
vances, the Miichiefs and Calamities which they alore 
create and occalion. 
«« I wiſh for nothing more, than to ſee the publick E. 
pences leſſen d. and the great National Debt put ina 
Method of being gradually reduc d and diicharg'd, with 
* a ſtrit Regard to Parliamentary Faith; and a more fi- 
vourable Opportunity could never have been hoped for, 
* than the State of profound Peace, which we now enjoy 
with all our Neighbours. But publick Credit will al 
ways langu.ſh under daily Alarms and Apprehenſions of 
publick Danger : And as the Enemics of our Peace have 
been able to bring this immediate Mliſchief upon us, no- 
thing can prevent them from continuing to ſubject the 
Nation to new and conſtant Difficulties and Diſtreſſes, 
but the Wiſdom, Zeal, and vigcrous Relolutions of thi 
Parliament. - | 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
„ have order'd the Accounts to be made up, and laid 
beſore you, of the extraordinary Charge that has been 
incurred this Summer, for the Defence and Safety of te 
Kingdom ; and I have been particularly careful, not to 


% dire& any Expence to be made greater or ſooner that 


was of abſolute Neceſſity. 
] have likewiſe order d Ffimotes to be prepar'd and 
« laid befcre you, for the Service of the Year enſuing ; 1d 


«3 
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hope the farther Proviſion-, waich the treaſonable Prac- 
« tices of our Enemies have made neceſſary tor our common 


Anno 9. Geo. 1 


1722 
« Safety, may be order'd with ſuch Frugality, as very little nd 


to exceed the Supplies of the lait Year. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
] need not tell vou of what infinite Concern it is to the 
« Peace and Tranquility of the Kingdom, that this Parlia- 


ment ſhould, upon this Occaſion, exert themſelves with a 


«+ more than ordinary Zeal and V igour. An intire Union 
among all that ſincerely with well to the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment, is now become abſolutely neceſſary. Our Enemies 
have too long taken Advantage from your Differences and 
Diſſentions. Let it be known, that the Spirit of Popery, 
« which breathes nothing but Confuſion to the civil and re- 
« ligious Rights of a Proteſtant Church and Kingdom, how- 
« ever abandon'd ſome few may be, in defpite of all Obli- 
« gations divine and human, has not ſo far poſſeſſed my Peo- 
« ple, as to make them ripe for {ach a fatal Change. Let 
«+ the World ſee, that the general Diſpoſition of the Nation 
+ is no Invitation to Foreign Powers to invade us, nor En- 
« couragement to Domeſtick Enemies to kindle a Civil War 


| * in the Bowels of my Kingdom. Your own Intereſt and 


„Welfare call upon you ro defend yourſelves. I ſhall 
« wholly rely upon the Divine Protection, the Support of 
my Parliament, and the Affections of my People, which I 


* ſhall endeavour to prelefve, by ſteadily adhering to the 
„Conſtitution in Church and State, and continuing to make 


the Laws of the Realm the Rule and Meaſure of all my 
„Actions.“ | | | 


044ber 15. The Houſe began to enter upon Buſineſs, ap- 
pointed and order'd the Sitting of the Grand Committees 


tor Religion, Grievances, Courts of Jutiice, Trade, and 


Privileges and Elections; and made the uſual ſtanding Or- 
ders and Regulations. When they came to the Committee 
of Privileges and Elections, Mr Hutcheſon, Member for 
Haſtings, mov'd, That it ſhould conſiſt of 36, or ſuch other 
Number of Select Members as the Houſe ſhould think fit, 
who ſhould be empower'd to hear, try, and determine the 
Merits of Elections; and that no other Members but ſuch 
as were choſen by the Houſe, miglit have Votes in the ſaid 


Committee. He was ſeconded by Mr Jefferies, Member 


for Droitwich, who ſhew'd, that this had been the conſtant 
Cage and Practice both before and after Queen Elizabeth's 
Time, and that it had never been otherwiſe, till the long 
Parliament in 1641, when all Things were in Confuſion ; 
but reverthelefs Mr Hutcheſon's Motion was dropt. 


Mr 


Mr Hutcheſon 
moves, that the 
Committee ot Pri- 
vi and Electi- 
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Mr Speaker having afterwards reported the King's 
x to both Houſes, Mr William Pulteney ſtood 
I W. Pulteney ſented the diſmal Con onſequences of the 
move, for an ad. the Divine Providence that it had not been ti 


ects of Thanks to 


the King for hs and mov'd for an Addreſs of Thanks, on 
— of his Majeſty's 8 particularly to congratulate his Ma. 
jeſty on the timely Diſcovery of the dangerous and unnatural] 
— againſt his Majeſty's Perſon and Government; to 
4“ 6 Deteſtation ard Abhorrence his Faithful Cen 


t to ph, Aſuring his Majeſty, that bi 

faithful Commons would enable him effectually to ſuppreſs all 

remaining Spirit of Rebellion, theſe Words might be added, 

id es Regard to the Liberty of the Subject, the ( 

tion in Church and State, and the Laws now in 

Sr W.Wyndham. He was ſeconded by Sir William Wyndham, —_ fr 
Mr W. Pultezey. Somerſetſhire ; but Mr Pulteney reply d, 

Clauſe would be injurious to the King, fince it 

like making a Condition or Bargain with his Majeſty, an 

tacitly imply, either that the Laws had already been in- 

fring'd, or that the Commons were jealous leſt his Majetty 

ſhould, for the future, break in upon the Conſtitution : 

Therefore, inſtead of the ſaid Clauſe, he propos d, that at 


the latter End of the Addreſs, they ſhould return his Mae | 


ſty their Thanks for his moſt Declaration, that he 
would preſerve the Conſtitution in Church and State, and 
continue to make the Laws of the Realm the Rule and Mez- 
Ms Yonge. ſure of all his Actions. This was ſeconded by Mr Yonge, 
Member for Honiton : And then the Queſtion being put, 
which of the Two Clauſes ſhould be made Part of the Ad- 
dreſs, it was carry'd for Mr Pulteney's Clauſe, without any 
Diviſion. After this, a Committee was appointed to draw 
up the ſaid Addreſs. 
Mr Juſtice Tracy and Mr Baron Price having brought from 
SID Scm te the Lords, a Bill, To impoxver his Majeſty > ws _— 
— cod fuch Perſons as his Majeſty ſhall bee are . 
— kor one bi; Perſon and Government : The ſame, upon Mr 
Debate therea, Motion, was immediately read the firſt Time, and 
to be read a ſecond Time the next Morning. 
Oct. 16. The faid Bill was read a fcend Time, nnd M0. 
tion being made, and the Queſtion put thereupon, 
| be 2 * to a 8 ts whe Houſe, the ſame 
Mr Czfar. was oppos d by Mr Cæſar, Member for Hertford, who 1e. 
| preſented the dangerous Conſequences of a Suſpenſion of the 
' Habeas Corpus Act, tg the Rights and Liberties of Eng 
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n. He was ſeconded by Mr Hungerford, Member for 4209. Geo. 1. 
— 3 bur Mr Bromley, Member for the Univerſity LI _ 
of Oxford, ſaid thereupon, * That the chief Objection againſt RR 
chis Bill being in Point of Time, and whether the Suſpenſion ** 
was to continue fix or twelve Months, it was more proper to 
debate it in a Committee than in a Houle, and therefore he 
was for committing it; 
was carry d without | 
. and the Earl of Hertford + 
Member for Northumberland, placed in the Chair, Mr Spen- 
cer Cow per, Member for Truro, ſtood up, and open'd the 
Debate. He declar d, That he and all his Family 
olution, and on 


y one : yet of 
to truſt the Liberties of the People in the Hands of 
niſtry, for ſo long a Time as above a Year. T 
ther in King William's nor Queen Anne's Reigns, 
Majeſty's Acceſion to the Throne, 
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E 
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5 
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4 

| ited to that 
Term.“ ember for » 
_ Eaftlow, , who 
added, © That 1 there ap- 
peared to be a he ſhould,. 


1 
I 
4 
5 


come into it. PE 

— for 1 
penſion for a w ir 

cy id deer 8 

ſeveral Branches, it 


and make a full Diſcovery of it.” Mr Worſley, Member for ur Worley. 


| Newton [ Hanes) having anſwer'd him, he was reply'd to by 


. Mr Hungerford. 
ies, Mr Hutcheſon, and Mr Sloper, Member for Camel- . 
ho all Mr Cowper 's Motion ; and Mr Pulte- — 2 
ney, Mr Vonge, and Mr H. Pelham, Knight of the Shire for Mr Yonge, 
Suſſex, who were for agreeing to the Bill without Amend- — 
ments. At laſt Mr Robert Walpole *, Member for _ Mr R. Walpole. 


fk Governor of Tinmouth-Furt, and Captain of the Second Trop of Guar d. 
Chief Juſtice of Cheſter, and Attorney-General to * Price. 

Tf One 7 the Tellers of the Exchequer, 

** Maſter of the Rolls. 

? General. 
* aud Under · Treaſurer of the Excheaver. 
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*. Geo. 1. laid before the Houſe ſome Particulars of the deteſtabls 
— and dangerous Conſpiracy, which for ſome Time paſt had 


been, and wa, fill carrying on, for the utter Subverſion of 
the preſent happy Settlement. He ſaid, © That this wicked 
Deſign was form'd about Chriſtinas lait ; that the Conſpira- 
tors had at firſt made Application to ſome Potentates abroad, 
for an Aſſiſtance of 5000 Men: That being deny d. they af. 
terwards, about the Month of pril, made farther Applicati- 
on and earneſt Inſtances for 3500 Men : That being againdif. 
appointed in their Expectation; from Foreign Aſſiſtance, they 
reſolved deſperately to go on, co::hding in their own Strength, 
and fondly depending on the Diſaffection in England; and 
that their firſt Attempt was to have been the ſcizing of the 
Bank, the Exchequer, and ſuch other Places where the pub 
lick Money was lodg'd : T hat the Government had undoubt- 
ed Informations of this Plot ever ſince May laſt ; but never- 
theleſs thought fit not to take up any Body, becauſe there 
being then two Terms coming on together, the Confpirators 
would have had the Benefit of the Habeas Corpus AR, and fo 
the Apprehending them was put off till the long Vacation. 
He added, That the traiterous Deſigns againſt his Majeſty's 
Perſon and Government had been carrying on ever ſince the 
Death of the late Queen ; and that they could prove that 
there had been a Meeting of ſome conſiderable Perſons, one 
of whom was not far off, wherein it had been propoſed to 
proclaim the Pretender at the Royal Exchange. That an ex- 
act Account of this deteitable Conſpiracy would, in due 
Time, be leid before the Parliament: And as to the Buſi- 
neſ now before them, tho' it was true, that the Habeas 
Co pus Act had never before been ſuſpended for above fix 
Months; yet, conſidering the Lords had made this Suſpen- 
fion for a whole Year, if the Cummons ſhould go about to 
alter it, the ſame miglit occaſion a Difference between the 
two Houſes, wiich, at this Time of Jealouſy and Danger, 
might ſound il] in Foreign Courts. 

After this Speech, abou: ſeven in the Evening the Queſtion 
being put, that the Bil! do paſs as it was ſent down from the 
Lords, it was carry'd in the Affirmative, by a Majority of 
446 Voices againſt 193. Then the 8 reſum' d the 

Chair, and the Earl of Hertford having immediately reported 
the . d Bill to the Houſe without any Amendment; It was 
read the third Time, and paſs'd without dividing. 

OZ. 17. The King came to the Houſe of Peers with the 
uſual Solemnity, and the Commons attending, his Majelly 7 
gave the Royal Aﬀent to the ſaid Bull. 

The ſame Day the Houſe preſented their Addreſs to the 


King, as follows: | 
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Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 

0 E your Majeſty's molt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the 
. Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſem- 
« bled. beg Leave to return our humble Thanks to your 
« Majeity, for your moſt gracious Speech from the Throne. 

It is with Hearts full of Joy we approach your facred 
perton, to congratulate your Majeſty, that, by the Bleſſing 
of Gor, the Deſigns of your Enemies have hitherto been 
* happi:y truitrated and diſappointed. 


Anno 9. Geo. t. 
1722. | 
3892 
dic. 


Vie cannot ſufficiently acknowledge your Majeſty's Care 


and Vigilance, and the wiſe and prudent Meaſures you have 


taken for our Safety, in ordering the Encumpment of the 


Troops, and ſending for ſuch others from Ireland, as were 


| * thought farther neceſſiry for the Peace and Quiet of this 


Kingdom. And it is the greateſt Satisfaction to us, to ſee 
© the Readineſs of your Majelty's good Friends and Allies, 
the States General, to aſſiſt you with a good Body of Forces, 
„if there had been Occaſion 

Bat among all the Steps taken for he Safety of your Ma- 


jeſty and the Kingdom, none can poſioly equal that of the 


* fpecdy calling your loyal Commons together in Parliament; 

who are met determin'd with the uanoit Unanimity and 
* Zeal, to do every Thing in their Power for tae Preſervation 

of your Majeity's moit facred Perſon : Nor can leſs be ex- 

* pected from tlie Gratitude and Affection of a free People, 
* ſenſible that thro' the whole Courſe of your Reign, no In- 
* novation has been attempted in our holy Religion, nor the 

* leaſt Incroachment made upon the Liberty or Property of 
any of your Subjects, and that the full Enjoyment of all that 
* 15 dear and valuable to them, is entirely owing to your Ma- 
* jeſty's Government. 


Malice and Boldneſs enough, ſtill to be carrying on their 


_ © traiterous Deſigns, yet we are perſuaded, that all Uneaſi- 


| © Tho' the Enemies of our happy Eſtabliſhment ſhould have | 


* neſs and Apprehenſions will vaniſh, when your faithful Com- 


* mons affure your Majeſty, that they will enable you effec- 
* tually to ſuppreſs all remaining Spirit of Rebellion. 

If neither the ſacred Obligation of the moſt ſolemn Oaths, 
* nor the certain Miſery they muſt bring upon their Country, 
* who would attempt to overturn this Government, can de- 


ter them from ſuch deſperate Undertakings : If there be 


any of your Majeſty's Subjects, who are fo abandon'd, as to 
be ready to exchange the Proteſtant Religion for Popery, 
and Liberty for Slavery; yet we hope the vigorous Reſo- 
* lutions of a loyal and dutiful Parliament will convince them 
* of the Danger as well as Folly of ſuch an Attempt ; and ſhew 


the whole World, that the Generality and beſt Part of 
Vor. I. 0 0 your 
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Anno. treo. . © your People are fo far from giving any Invitation to foreign 
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Powers to invade us, that they will, with their Lives and 
Fortunes, ſupport your Majctty againſt all your Enemies at 
Home and Abroad. 

We cannot therefore expreſs too great an Abhorrence of 
ſuch unnatural Practices, nor too great an Indignati.n 
againſt thuſe who would have made the Capital of this flou- 
riſhing Kingdom a Scenc ©t Blood and Defolation. Wicked 
Men ! whilit they have the Malice to revile your Govern- 
ment, and attempt to overturn it, at the ſame Time have 
the Inſolence to depend upon the Clemency of it for their 
Security: While they are endeavouring to deſtroy all Li- 
berty, they are clamouring that a few of them are, for the 
publick Safety, confin'd : Whilf they are attempting to de- 
ſtroy all Property, they are murmuring at the neceſſary 'Taxes 
given to your Majeſty for the Security of it: And whilit 
they act againſt all Law the mſelves, they truſt and are con- 
fident that, even in their own Cauſe, the Laws of the Realm 
will be the Rule and Meaſure of your Actions. 


* We beg Leave to acknowledge, with great Gratitude, | 


your Majeity's Goodneſs, in aſſuring us, that notwithſtand- 
ing the traiterous Practices of your Enemies have made the 
Increaſe of the annual Expence neceſſary, yet Care will be 
taken, that the Supplies to be asked for the Year enſuing, 
ſhall very little exceed what was given for the Service of 
the laſt. = 
And we aſſure vour Majeſty, that we will not only make 
good the extraordinary Expences that have been already in- 
curr'd, but will, with all Cheerfulneſs, grant whatever ſhall 
be neceſſary for the Safety of the Kingdom; being entirely 
convinc'd, that we can by no other Means reftore publi 
Credit, and enable ourſelves to attempt the gradual Reduction 
of the great National Debt, with a ſtrict Regard to Parla- 
mentary Faith, than by doing every Thing in our Power 
for the Support of your Majeſty's Government, and 
happy Eftabliſkment in your Royal Family. 
And we do with all Humility return your Majeſty our 
unfeigned Thanks for your moſt gracious Declaration, on 
which we entirely rely, that your Majeſty will ſteadily ad. 
here to our Conſtitution in Church and State, and continue 
to make the Laws of the Realm the Rule and Meaſure of | 
your Actions. | 


To the above Addreſs the King return'd the following Anſwer. 


Te K:ng's Anſwer „ 
to the Commnons _ 
Aguiete of Thanks. 

4c 


Gentlemen, | i 9 
Return you my hearty Thanks for this very dutiful and 
loyal Addreis. The ſeaſonable Declarations of 1% 

Leal and ftection to my Perſon and Government, = 


ed 
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cheſon: But they were anſwer'd by Mr Sandys, Member 
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doubt not, contribute very much to the Tranquility and Anno g. Ges. 1. 
„Safety of the Kingdom; and as I fhall always look A 
upon my own and tae Interest of my People to be inſe- 

« parable, you may be aſfſur'd I ihall make no Uſe of any 

Power or Confidence that my faithful Commons ſhall place 

in me, but in Support of the Conſtitution, and in Mainte- 

% nance of the Rights and Liberties of my People. 8 


02. 19. A Motion being made for a Supply to be granted a supply voted. 
to his Majeily, the ſame was referred to the Grand Com- 
mittee. 

O#. 23. The ſaid Reſolution being reported, was unani- 
mouſly agreed to. 

Oct. 26. The Commons in a Grand Committee conſi- 
der d farther of the Supply, and Mr Treby having repre- Mr Treby moves 
ſented the Neceflity, at this Time of Danger from the trai- ton IE 
terous Deſigns and Conſpiracies that were ſtill carrying on erde Army. 
by the Enemies of the Government, to increaſe the preſent 
Standing Forces, and thereupon mov'd for an Augmentation of 
about 4000 Men, the ſame occaſion d a very long and warm 
Debate. The chief Opponents to the Motion were, Mr 
Shippen, Lord Morpeth, Member for Morpeth ; Mr Palmer, Lord 
Member for Bridgwater; Mr Bromley, Mr Barnard, Mem- Mr Bromley. 
ber for London ; Mr Crowley, Member for Okehampton ; = ; | 
Sir Thomas Hanmer, Member for Suffolk; and Mr Hut- 31, Ha hefe 


for Worceſter; Captain Vernon, Member for Penryn; Mr Capt. Vormon. 
Eversfield, Member for Horſham ; Mr H. Pelham, Mr Dod- Br got 
dington, Lord Stanhope *®, Member for Leſtwithiel; Mr Mr Doddington. 
Welt, Member for Bodmin ; Mr Smith, Mr R. Walpole, Mr wet. 
Lord Middleton, Member for Midhurſt ; and Mr Pulteney ; M Smith. 
Then the Queſtion being put upon Mr Treby's Motion, it was J2'4 Middleton, 
carry'd in the Affirmative, by 236 Voices againſt 164. 
After this, it was reſolv'd, without dividing, That the 
Number of effective Men for Guards and Garriſons in Great 
Britain, Jerſey, and Guernſey, for the Year 1723, inclu- 
ding 1859 Invalids, be 18,294 Men, Commiſſion and Non- 
Commiſſion Officers included. Which Reſolution, being 
the next Day reported, was agreed to by the Houle. 

Od. 31. The Commons in a Grand Committee, conſi- 
der d of Ways and Means to raiſe the Supply, and upon 2 k. wapot, in 
Mr R. Walpole's Motion, it was unanumouſly agreed to is Motion for the 
lay two Shillings in the Pound upon all Lands, Tenements, Defgn of laying 


Penſions, Offices, &c. Mr Walpole, on that Occaſion, aC- Tax on Fapia 


quainted the Houſe, That he hoped that Tax, together u Nonjurow. 
with the Duty on Malt, and the Million in Exchequer Bills 
Ooz?z which 
Centieman of the Bedib ber to the Prince, 


{ 202 
Arno Gen. . which the South-Sca Company were to repay to the Go- 
5 vernment, would go near to anſwer all the neccilar, Fxpences 
for the next Year's Service; and to make up what might 
be deficient, he hinted the laying an extraordinary Tax of 
hve Shillings in the Pound on the Eſtates of all Roman- 
Catholicks and Nonjurors ; Which could not be thought 
either unjuſt or unreaſonable, conſidering the ill Uſe they 
made of the Saving out of their [ncomes, which moſt of 
them laid out in maintaining the Pretender and his Adherents 
abroad, and fomenting Sedition and Rebellion at home. 
———ů November 16. The Lords ſent a Mieſſage to deſire à Con- 
the Commons, and ference with the Commons, which being agree i to, the Ma- 
them the King's nagers for the Commons, who were Mr R. Walpole, M: 
ihe Ptender'sÞe- Edgecombe, Member for Plympton ; Mr Methu-n, Member 
cn; an for Brackley ; Mr H. Pelham, Mr Hutcheſon, Mr Yonge, 
the: cupon. Mr Bromley, and Colonel Bladen, Member fur? Stockbridge, 
Names of the Ma- being return'd to their Houſe, Mr Pelham reported the 
Ae Walpole, Conference, and that it was to communicate to the Houle 
Mr Edgecombe. a Meſſage ſent to the Lords by his Majetty, under his Sign 
Mr H. Peihbm. Manual, concerning an original Declaration in Writin 
© — — ſign'd by the Pretender himſelf; together with the ſaid De- 
Mr Bromley. claration and a Printed Copy thereof ; and that the Lords 
defir'd the Concurrence of the Houſe to the following Re- 
ſolutions of their Lordſhips thereupon, viz. © Reſolved by 
* the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament affem- 
* bled; I. That the Printed Copy of the Pretender's De- 


« claration, mention'd in his Majeſty's Meſſ:ge, be burnt 


© by the Hands of the common Hangman, at the Royal Ex. 
change in London, upon Tueſday next, at One of the 
Clock; II. That the Sheriffs of London do cauſe the 
* ſame to be burnt there accordingly.” 

Then the ſaid Report, and alſo the ſaid Meſſage from his 


Majeſty to the Houſe of Lords, and the Declaration fign'd 


by the Pretender, and the Printed Copy thereof, and the 

Reſolutions of the Lords thereupon were read. Hereupon 

Mr Sandys mov'd for agreeing with the Lords in the firlt 
Reſolution, and being ſeconded by Colonel Bladen, the fame 

Th which theCom- 


ename, ment to it, viz. 'That the two Sheriff, of London ſhould 
then attend in their own proper Perſons, and cauſe the faid 


Declaration to be burnt by the Hands of the common Hang- 


man ; which Reſolution ſo amended, was agreed to Nem. 
Mr Vonge' n 5ix Con. On this Occafion, Mr Yonge run over the Pretender? 
W. Thonptaz', Declaration, and expos'd the Inſolence, Weakneſs, and Ab- 
and Mr Ondow's furdities of that Libel. Sir William Thompſon “, Member 
the Pretender's De- for 


CLiation, | ® Recoracr of London, 


was unanimouſly agreed to. Then the ſecond Reſolution 
ons agree, with being read a ſecond Time, Mr Yonge mov'd for an Amend. 
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for Ipſwich, ſpoke alſo with great Vehemence on the ſame 
Topick, as did aiſo Mr H. Pelham, who mov'd, 'Ihat an 
Aldreſs be preſented to his Majeſty upon that Subject. He 
was ſeconded by Mr Arthur Onilow, Member for Guildford, 
who repreſented the Danger of Popery, and animadverted 
on the Audaciouſneſs of the Pretender and his Adherents : 
Hereupon, it was refolv'd Nem. Con. That an humble Ad- 
dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 
Aftoniſhment and Indignation at the ſurprizing Inſolence of 
the Pretender, in his late traiterous and preſumptuous De- 
claration; and to affure his Majeſty, that his faithful Sub- 
jets being fully fausfy'd they have no other Security for 
their Religious and Civil Rights, but the Preſervation of his 
Perſon and Government and the Proteſtant Succeſſion, are 
determin*d to ſupport, with their Lives and Fortunes, his 
molt juſt Title to the Crown of theſe Realms, againit the 
Pretender and all his open and ſecret Abettors. And a Com- 
mittee was appointed to draw up an Addreſs, purſuant to the 
{aid Reſolution. _ | LE 

Nov. 17. Mr Pelham reported the ſaid Addreſs, which 
being unanimouſly agreed to, the Managers of the Commens 
were ſent to deſire their Lordſhips Concurrence both to the 
Amendment to one of their Reſolutions beforer "q | 
to the Addreſs the Commons had agreed upon. The Lords 


having readily concurr'd, both Houſes went immediately to 


the Palace at St James's, and preſented to his Majeſty the 


| E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and faithful Subjects, 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons in 


6 


» 


Parliament aſſembled, being deeply affected with the Senſe 


* of thoſe many Bleſſings which we have conſtantly enjoy'd, 
and hope long to enjoy, under your Majeſty's moſt juſt 
* and gracious Government ; and being throughly convinc'd 
* that our Religious and Civil Rights, as well as the very 
* Being of the Britiſh Name and Conſtitution, do, under 
God, entirely depend upon the Preſervation of your Ma- 
* jelty's Sacred Perſon, and of the Proteſtant Succeſſion, as 


Anno q. Geo. I. 
1722. 


— 


An Addreis vote 


their utmoſt 5 Occaſion. 


* tettled by Law, in your Royal Line, are fill'd with the ut- 


* moſt Altoniſhment and Indignation at the unexampled Pre- 
* ſumptivn and Arrogance of the Pretender to your Domi- 
* minions, in daring to offer ſuch an Indignity to your Ma- 
* jelty and the Britiſh Nation, as to declare to your Sub- 
* jets, and to all foreign Princes and States, that he finds 
* himielf in a Condition to offer Terms to your Majeſty, 
and even to capitulate with you for the abſolute Surrender 
* of the Religion and Liberties of a free Nation. 

| s However 


Arno Bea. l. 


174. 
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However great the Infatuation of his Adviſers may 
ve are ſenſible nothing could have rais'd his or their Hopes 
* to ſo extravagant a Degree of Preſumption, but repeated 
* Encouragements and Aiſurances from the Conſpirators at 
Home, founded on the molt injurious and groſs Miſrepre. 
* ſentations of the Inclinations and Affections of your Ma- 


_ © jeſty's Subjects; and a raſh Concluſion, that becauſe ſome, 


from whom it ought leaſt to have been expected, had broke 
through the ſolemn Reſtraint of reiterated Oaths, in order 
© to raiſe themſelves on the Ruins of their Country; there- 
fore the whole Body of the Nation was ripe for the fame 
fatal Defection, and ready to exchange the mild and legil 
Government of a moſt indulgent Prince, for the boundleſs 
© Rage of an attainted Fugitive, bred up in the Maxims of 
* Tyranny and Superitition. 
* But we, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
reſolve, by a ſteady and conſtant Adherence to your Go- 
vernment, to wipe off this Stam and Imputation from the 
Name of Britons ; and to convince the World, that thoſe 
© wicked Deſigns, form'd againſt your Majeſty's Sacred 


© Perſon and Government, which the Infolence of this De- 


* claration proves to be moſt real while it affects to treat 


© them as imaginary, are indeed impracticable againſt a 3 


Prince relying on and ſupported by the Vigour and Duty 
of a Britiſh Parliament and the Affections of his People. 
And we beg Leave in the moſt ſolemn Manner, to aſſure 
« your Majeſty, that neither the impotent Menace of foreign - 
« Aſſiſtance, nor the utmoſt Efforts of Domeſtick Traitors 
< ſhall ever deter us from ſtanding by your Majeſty with our 
Lives and Fortunes, and ſupporting your Majeſty's mot 
juſt Title to the Crown of theſe Realms, againſt the Pre- 


and Abroad.” 


I. Majeſty's An- 
2 «i Wcrei, 


© tender and all his open and ſecret Abettors, both at Home 


To which his Majeſty return'd the following Anſwer. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

« Give you many Thanks for the juſt Reſentment you 
„ have expreſs'd againſt the Indignity offer'd to me and 
«+ the Britiſh Nation. mm. | 

« | ſhall continue to protect and ſupport my good People 
« in the full Enjoyment of their Religion, Liberties and 
properties, againit all that ſhall endeavour to ſubject them 
« to Tyranny and Superſtition. 


Nov. 23. In a Grand Committee, the Commons conſider d 
on Ways and Means to raiſe the Supply, and a Mouon 
was made, That towards raiſing the Supply, and reimburbns 
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to the Publick the great Expences occaſion'd by the late Re- Anno g. Geo. x. 
| bellions and Diſorders, the Sum of One Hundred Thouſand Cn. 
Pounds be rais'd and levy'd upon the real and perſonal Eſtates tion in the 
of all Papilts, Popiſh Recuſants, or Perſons educated in the rien ua el 
Popith Religion, or whoſe Parents are Papiſts, or who ſhall —_ Fits to- 
profele the Popith Religion, in lieu of all Forfeitures already lie erent??? 
' incurr'd for, or upon account of their Recuſancy, and in . 
lieu of the Rents and Profits of two Thirds of their regiſter d Debate thereon. 
Eitat:s for one Year. This Motion was oppos'd by Sir Wil- Sir Wilfed Law- 
fred Lawſon, and Mr Hungerford, who ſuggeſted, © That zu Hlungertora. 
ſuch an extraordinary Tax would carry the Face of Perſe- 
cution, which was inconſiſtent with the Principles and Tem- 
per of the Proteſtant Religion; Dr Friend, Member for Dr. Fend 
Launceſton, added, That ſome of thoſe that had their 
Education in foreign Popiſh Seminaries, prov'd ſome of the 
bell Friends to the preſent Government. To this Mr Yonge Mr Longe. 
anſwer'd, * That he knew very little of foreign Education, 4 
but he doubted very much whether Loyalty to King 2 
George was taught by Prieſis and Jeſuits in Romiſh Semina- 
ries.” The Lord Gage, Member for 'Tewkſbury, [dub was Lord Cage. 
E 3 bred a Roman Catholick] hereupon ſaid, That he belicy'd | 
maol of the Roman Catkolicks to be very loyal Subjects, tho 
by their Principles they cannot take the Oath of Supremacy ; 
and therefore his Lordſhip propos'd that a new Oath of Al- 
legiance might be fram'd for them; Mr Onſlow ſpoke on the Mr ontow. 
ſame Side, and declar'd his Abhorrence of perſecuting any 
Body, on Account of their Opinions in Religion.” This was 
anſwer'd by Sir William Thompſon, who ſtated the Notion, Sir W. Thompſon. 
in his Opinion, of Perſecution, which was only when any 
one is puniſh'd for his particular Opinion in Religion, and 
for ſerving God according to that Opinion and the Dictates 
of Conſcience : But added, That was not the Caſe here, 
for the extraordinary Tax now intended to be rais'd upon 
the Papiſts, was not a Puniſhment for their being Roman- 
Catholicks, but on Account of Penalties they had at divers 
Times incurr'd, for being Encmies to the Civil Government, 
raiſing Rebellions, and contriving Plots againit the State.“ | 
He was replied to by Lord Gage, who was anſwer'd by Led Go. 
Mr Horatio Walpole, and he ag:in by Mr Hungerford. Mr Hungerford. 
At laſt Mr R. Walpole ſtood up, and repreſented the great uur k. Watpote. 
Dangers this Nation had been in, ever ſince the Reforma- 
tion, from the conſtant Endeavours cf Papiſis to ſubvert our 
happy Conſtitution and the !roteſtant Religion, by the moſt 
crue}, violent, and unjullifiable Methods; that he would not 
take upon kin to charge any particular Perſon among them 
with being concern'd in the preſent horrid Conſpiracy : But 
that 'twas notorious to the whole World, that many of them 
had been engag'd in the Preſton Rebellion, and ſome were 
executed 


Anno 9g. Geo. I. 
1722. 


The ſaid Motion 
agreed to; 


And reported to 
the Houſe; upon 
which enſues a Se- 
cond Debate. 


Mr Weft. 


Mr Lowndes. 


Capt. Vernon. 
Mr R. Walpole. 


a0 — 75 to 
ro in, in 
Purſuance of the 
above Motion. 


Petition from the 
— Company, 


ting to the 
converting one 
Moiety of their 
Capital into An- 
nuities. 


Mr R. Walpole. 
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executed for it; and the preſent Plot was contriv'd at 
and countenanc'd in Popiſh Countries; that many of the 
Papiſts were not only Well-Wiſhers to it, but had contri. 
buted large Sums of Money towards carrying of it on; and 
therefore he thought it very reaſonable, ſince they made ſuch 
ill Uſe of the Savings of the Incomes of their Eſtates, that 


the ſame ſhould go towards the great Expence which they and 
the Pretender's Friends had put the Nation to.“ Then the 
Queſtion being put upon the Motion above, it was carried 
in the Affirmative by 217 Votes, againſt 168. 


Nav. 26. The above Reſolution was reported, and the 


Queſtion being put, That the Houſe agree with the Com- 
mittee, It was very vigo oppos'd by Lord Gaye, 
Mr I Mr Hungerford, Mr Sloper, and Sir 

Jekyll, which laſt took Notice, That tho' the Law 
taking away two Thirds of the Eſtates of Popiſh Rec 
fants, which was made in Elizabeth's Reign, was 2 


juit Puniſhment the Roman-Catholicks drew themſelves 


by their frequent Confpiracies againſt her Life and Goven- 
— os 2. Wit md he 


ment z 
a a Princeſs and of her Miniſters, that 


they never put that ſevere Law in Execution ; and fince thoſe 
great Virtues ſhone no leſs brightly in his preſent Majely, 
than in Queen Elizabeth, his I Predeceſſor, he wid 
he could fay the fame of thoſe who have the Honour to ſene 
him.” Mr Weſt ſpoke likewiſe againſt the Refolutur, 
but was anſwer d by Mr Lowndes *, Member for Eaſlon, 
Captain Vernon +, Member for Penryn, and Mr R. Walyale, 
ſo that the Queſtion being put thereupon, it was cared 
by 188 Votes againſt 172; and a Bill was order d to be 
brought in accordingly. 

December 12. A Petition of the South-Sea Company 
preſented to the Houſe by Sir John Eyles *, Member for Chip 
penham, and read, ſetting forth, That they labour d under an 
in ſupportable Burden, from which they pray d to be relievd 
by this Houſe ; and that they were content to convert Part 
of their Capital into Annuities, redeemable by Parliament, 
transferable at, and payable by, the ſaid Company. Here 
upon Mr R. Walpole inform'd the Houſe, That bis Ma 
jeſty had been acquainted with the Subſtance of the ſaid Fe 
tition, and had commanded him to acquaint this Houle; 
That his Majeſty gave his Conſent that this Houſe ſhould 
proceed to the Conſideration of the ſaid Petition, upon Con. 
dition that the ſaid Company ſhould convert one Moiet) - 
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weir Capital into Annuities. Then ſome Clauſes in the Act 4570 9 Geo. 
of Parliament of the Seventh Year of his Majeſty's Reign, 2 
intitled, an Act, For making ſeveral Proviſions to reſtore the 
publick Credit, which ſuffers by the Frauds and Miſmanage- 
ment of the late Directors of the Sauth-Sea Company and 
others, were read, and a Motion being made, that the Peti- 
tion above-mention'd be referr'd to the Conſideration of the 


535 


BSE ES 


os > the 
at the Opening of this Parli 
his Perſon and Government ; and 
bers of the Houſe as 
the ſaid Committee, vi | 
Speaker ; Mr Robert Walpole, Si Thelr Names; 
thuen, Mr Will 
Lieutenant-General Wills, and An Addreſs re- 
Was alſo refolv'd, lating thereto ; 
Exami . and Papers . ” 
Jan. 16. Mr R. Walpole, purſuant to | Which are pre- 
ouſe to his Majeſty, preſented to the Houſe ſeveral original Tag det.” 
relating to Mr Layer; and having dehliver'd them in Tre, d- 
x the Table feal'd up, Mr Shippen moved, That the Packet MF, w 
be open'd, and the Papers read. He was ſeconded by Mr ws Counter, 


* 


/\fferies ; but Mr Pulteney having repreſented, * That as thoſe 
11. J. | 9 | Papers 


Anno g. Geo. L. 
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Papers were to be a Guide to the Committee appointed to 


eue Mr Layer, it was improper to make them _ 


amendments mide being ſent back — the 


before the ſaid Examination was over; it was 

der d, I. That the ſaid Papers be has w that om, 
tee. II. That the ſaid Committee meet and fit at ſuch 
Time and Place as they thought fit. III. 3 
the Quorum of the faid Committee. 

February 8. The Houſe went into a Grand C 
to . 
in the Tobacco Trade, &c. and conſider d of the Duties and Al 
lowances upon Tobacco, and what Abatements or 
might be made therein. Mr T — 
That in order to prevent for the future the Frauds mi 
Abuſes committed in the ſaid Trade, there might be a lu. 
Entry of all Tobacco that was remov'd from one Port to 
another, both in England and Scotland ; but that Ration wt 

ſeconded, was dropt. 'Then he took Notice, * That 

tho” the Scots were, in many Reſpects, great Gainers by the 
Union of the two Kingdoms, yet they were very deficient in 
paying their Proportion of the publick Burdens ; that by the 
Treaty of Union they were to pay 50,000 I. per du, d. 
- wards the Malt-Tax, but that, if he was rightly inform'd, 
- for ſeveral Years paſt, they had not paid above 10,0001. 1d 
therefore he mov d, that it might be an Inſtruction to the 
Committee to into that Matter. . 
1 : But it being repreſen an 
— = the 12 Juncture, and 


Cc. 


" Delays ! important | 
depending before the Houſe this STIL | 
of March. , 
Feb. 23. Mr Pulteney, ___ 9 
2 acquainted Herb 
- that the Committee had Report to be laid beim 
— a Day i 
receiving the ſame : Whereupon — was order d, That die 
ſaid Report be receiv'd upon the 1ſt Day of March. | 
Feb 26. The Bill, For puniſbi ; Mutiny and Defertion, & 1 
of Peers, an Amendmei | 

made by the Lords, for inſerting in the Preamble the Nur 
| ber of Forces thought proper to be kept on Foot for te 
Year 1723, conſiſting of 16,449, effective Men, Officers 1 
cluded, and 1815 Invalids, was read ; and a e 


— 
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in purſuant to the ſaid Reſolutions, which afterwards paſs d 
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made, that the Houſe do agree with the Lords, it occaſion'd Anne 9. Ceo. 1. 
z very warm Debate, many Members urging, That it in- . 
trench d on the proper Prerogative of the Commons to grant 
Supplies: But at laſt the Queſtion being put, whether to 
_ It was carried in the Affirmative, by 130 Votes 
vainlt 116. | 

March 1. Mr W. Pulteney, Chairman of the Committee 
on Layer's Plot, reported the Matter as it appear d to them, 
and read the Report in his Place, and deliver d the fame in at u. 


Common 
the Table, with ſeveral Appendixes. confider the Re- 
March 2. The Houſe proceeded to take the above-men- EE ame © 


tion'd Report into Conſideration, and after the reading of it by ern. 
the Clerk, put off the fame to the 8th, and order'd in the 
mean Time, that the Report with the Appendixes be print- 


| ed. To theſe therefore we refer our Readers for the Particu- 


lars of Layer's Scheme. | 
March 5. The Commons in a Grand Committee, conſi- A futter Progrei 


Led farther of Heads for a Bill, For preventing Hand and sn 


Abuſes in the Tabacco-Trade, &c. and came to ſeveral Reſo- 
lutions, which Mr Sandys having reported the next Day, were 


agreed to, without Debate, a Bill order'd to be brought 


nto a Law. 3 
March 8. The Commons proceeded to take into farther Mr w. Puteney's 
Conſideration the Report from the Committee appointed to bh 20e Kepet. 
examine Chriſtopher Layer and others; and Mr William 
Pulteney mov'd, That this Queſtion might be put, viz. That 
upon Conſideration of the Report and the ſeveral Papers and 
Examinations relating to the Conſpiracy, it appears to this 
Houſe, That a deteſtable and horrid Conſpiracy has been 
form'd and carried on by Perſons of Figure and Diſtinction, 
and their Agents and Inftruments, in Conjunction with 
Traitors Abroad, for invading theſe Kingdoms with foreign 
Forces, for raiſing Inſurrections and a Rebellion at Home, 
for ſeizing the Tower and City of London, for laying violent 
Hands upon the Perſons of his moſt Sacred Majeſty and the 
Prince of Wales; in order to ſubvert our preſent happy 


| Eftabliſhment in Church and State, by placing a Popiſh Pre- 


tender upon the Throne. 


This Motion was ſeconded by Sir John Ruſhout, and Mr Debate thereon. 


Thomas Broderick ; but Mr Shippen, and Mr Bromley en- 42 — 
dearour'd to extenuate ſome Matters, which, in their Opi- Mr Sippen. 
mon, were couch'd in too ſtrong Terms, as not being clearly ** 29m7: 
provd. They ſaid, © They did not doubt of the Conſpira- 

ey, for they believ'd there had always been one carrying on 

againſt the preſent Settlement, ever ſince the Revolution: But 

from what had yet been laid before the Houſe, it did not ap- 


| Fear to them that there was ſuch a particular concerted Plot 


Pp 2 as 


| ( 300 ) 
% n 5 was mention'd in the Queſtion above-mention'd. Sir 
Sir J. Jekyll. That he could not with Patience, and with his uſual Mode- 
ration, hear the Truth of this deteſtable and horrid Conſpi- 

racy call'd in Queſtion, after ſo many undeniable Proofs. 

But, added he, as there are People who know nothing of the 

Plot, and yet believe it, ſo there are others that know the 

| whole Plot, and yet pretend not to believe it.” He was an- 

Mr Jetter. fuer d by Mr Jefferies, who, in particular, excepted again 
theſe Words in the Queſtion, viz. For Laying violent Hand; 
upon the Perſon of his moſt 
Wales ; becauſe it appear d by the Report, that the Conſpi- 
rators only meant the Seizing or Afſaulring the King's Perſon, 
&c. But he was replied to by Mr Horatio Walpole, who 
faid, He was amaz'd to hear ſuch Words come out of the 
Mouth of a Lawyer, and a Member of that Houſe ; but 
ſince he had forgot his Profeſſion, and the Place he was in fo 
far, as to make fo ſmall a Matter of Seizing the King's Per- 
ze Heir on whom all that is dear and 


& 


4 


2 


| 


| 


and has carried on ſeveral treaſonable Correſpondences to pro- 
a foreign Force to invade theſe Kingdoms, to raiſe In- 
v order to ſurrections and a Rebellion at Home, and was engag'd with 
. in others in the villanous and execrable Deſign of laying wolent 
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pher Layer, and _ _— ſeveral Papers and Exami- = 
nations relating to the onſpiracy, it appears to this Houſe, \ P_— 
That George Kelly alias Johnſon has been a principal Agent 
and Inſtrument in the faid horrid and CC 
and has carry'd on ſeveral treaſonable 
raiſe Inſurrections and a Rebellion at Home, 2 2 
a foreign Force to invade theſe Kingdoms from Abroad : Debate eren. 
This Motion being ſeconded by Mr Sandys, was carryd 297 
without any Diviſion. Then Sir Philip Yorke mov'd, That 
2 Bill be brought in To infli# certain Pains and Penalties 

George Kelly alias Johnſon, which was ſeconded by , 
Mr R. Walpole. ” Hereupon Mr Trenchard faid, That he Mr 
thought the propereſt Way to proceed againſt this Criminal, 
was in the old Parliamentary Method, by Bill of Attainder, , 
there being ſufficient Proof to ſupport ſuch a Bill: But this 
Mation was not ſeconded. On the other Hand, Mr Brom- 


Talbot, 8 and the 
it was carry 'd in the Affirmative by 280 N 
Then Mr Vonge ſtood up, and took — how deeply as Yoage moves 
Dr Francis Atterbury, og Rocheſter, had been N. Hour agal 
concern'd in this deteſtable piracy ; aggravating his dury, BiſhopofRe> 
Crime his holy Function and high Station in the Church — 


ol Eng 2E ny pedeg? od gd from de erima 


the ſolemn Oaths he had, on ſo many Occaſions, taken to 
the Government, and by which he had abjur'd the Preten- 


der; when at the fame Time he was traiterouſly conſpiri 


to bring him in, upon the Ruin of his Country and of 
that was dear and valuable to us, as Freemen and Chriſtians : 
Concluding, that as he was a Diſgrace to his Order, and 
Diſhonour to the Church, ſo he might apply to him on this 
Occaſion, theſe Words of the iſt of At, Verſe 20. Let bis 
Habitation be deſolate, and let no Man dwell therein: And 
bis Bifſhoprick let another take. And therefore he mov'd, 
2 appears to this Houſe, e 
heſter was prin d in forming, directing, 
and e and deteſtable 
for invading theſe Kingdoms with a foreign Force, and for 
raiſing Inſurrections and a Rebellion at , In order to 
ſubvert our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment in Church and State, id 
by placing a Popiſh Pretender upon the Throne.” Mr Yonge 


was ſeconded by Sir John Cope ; but they were anſwer d Sir John Coge. 


by Sir William Wyndham, who faid, He faw no Cauſe Sir W. wyndban. 
to proceed againſt the Biſhop in ſo ſevere a Manner, there Me Bromley. 
being little or indeed no Evidence beſides Conjeftures and Mt Ble 


Hearfays.” He was back d by Mr 2 Mr —— 
Mr Hutcheſon, Mr Hungerford, Col. Strangeways, Mr Erze“ 


Lutwyche, 


tr -1:ppen. 


Mr R. Wal pole. 


the ö „ 2 „ ye g. 2 

on was made, and the Queſtion put, That a Bill be 

2 in, To inſlict certain Pains and Penalties on Francis 
4 


h acquainted the Houſe, 
© That he had receiv'd his Majeſty's Commands to acquaint 
Houſe, that his Majeſty having had juſt Reaſon to ap 


R 
had cauſed him to be apprehended, and def d 


High-Treaſon, according to an Act of this pre- 
ſon, mntitled an Act, For impowering his Majeſty to 
and detain ſuch Perſons as his Majeſty. ſhall ſuſpe& are 
ring againf? his Perſon and Government | ſee p. 288.] Upon 
he mov'd, that an humble Addreſs be preſented to his 
jeſty, that he would be pleas'd to give Order for committing 
detaining Dr John Friend, purſuant to the Act of thi 
of Parliament for that Purpoſe. This Motion was 
ſeconded and back d by ſeveral Members: But Mr Shippen 

Mr Bromley | 
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| the Government was not oblig d to ſay, whether the Infor- 


mation was upon Oath or not ; But Mr W 
did not doubt but Dr Friend was charg'd upon Oath ; and 
privately declar'd to ſeveral Members, that they had poli- 
tive Proof of his being guilty of the blackeſt and baſeſt Trea- 


ſon.“ Mr Shippen then ſuggeſting, © That Dr Friend's having 


ſpoke ſo warmly two Days before, in Mr Kelly's and the 
Biſhop of Rocheſter's Behalf, was, in his Opinion, the Rez- 
ſon of his being taken up the next Day himſelf, and that at 
that Rate, there was an End of the Liberty of Speech which 
every Member of that Houſe had a Right to: Mr R. Walpole, 
with a great deal of Warmth, reply d, He wonder d any 
Gentleman could think any Miniſtry capable of ſo baſe a 


Thing, as to take up any Gentleman for what he faid in 


that Houſe, without any other Cauſe, when they mates 
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Sovereign 


gracious 
Our Majeſty's molt uuf and loyal Subjecie, the 


— Commons in Parliament aſſembled, do humbly — 
of the Plot, 6 . to 


your Royal Perſon with Hearts full ot 
Concern and Horrour, for the deteſtable Conſpiracy form'd 
your Peeks and Government, 


Ties of Retijon ſhould — Faveer of 
Popiſh Fugitive, known only for his blind Bigotry and 
Attachment to Rome. 

As we . juſt Reſentment, 
— — fo will we — 
© the wicked Authors may not, by any Contrivance or Prac- 
© tice whatſoever, e 7 bat thet off Outs 
© rators may, by the Juſtice of Parliament, be for ever here- 
* after deterr'd from engaging in ſuch traiterous Attempts. 
We congratulate your Majeſty, and all your good Sub- 
- 22 that you have eſcap'd the black and unnatural De- 
of the worſt of Men ; and that Almighty God has, 
3 given you and your Royal Fa- 
© mily a Gold influace of kis Snguize Cree and Pooteliin 
© For us, your faithful Commons, who feel with Joy and 

« Gratitude the ineftimable Bleflings of your Reign ; who are 


* ſenſible of the glorious Advantages of L Liberty and of the 
* Proteſtant Religion; 


and have in Abhorren@ the Miſeries 
FL a 
| So 
ally ſupport your Government, at the 
© of —— fy romang 


We will maintain and defend your Majeſty's * 
and lawful Title to the Crown of theſe Realms, and en- 
deavour to tranſmit to the lateſt Poſterity this happy, free, 


To 
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To this Addreſs the King return'd the following Anſwer: 2G, 
Gentlemen, 
« Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad- The King's Anbver. 
10 1 dreſs: It is agreeable to the many Inſtances of Zeal and 
Affection to me, which you have upon every Occaſion ex- 
« preſs'd. The juſt Reſentment and Indignation you have 
« ſhewn againſt this Conſpiracy, will, I doubt not, give en- 
tire Satisfaction to all that ſincerely wiſh well to the pre- 


ö 


« ſent Eſtabliſhment, encourage the Friends to my Govern- 
« ment, and detcr the Enemies of our common Peace from 
« renewing theſe raſh and deſperate Attempts.” 


| March 22. Mr Yonge preſented to the Houſe a Bill, For The Bill, 75 ing; 
infliZing certain Pains and Penalties upon Dy Francis Atter- ente Be- , N 
ury, Lord Biſhop of Rechefter ; which was read the firſt Time, n he 
order d to be read a ſecond, on the 4th of April. 
It was alſo order'd, I. That a Copy of the faid Bill and 


and the Commons attending, his Majeſty gave the Royal Aſ- 
ſent to an Act, For reviving and adding two Millians to the 
Capital Stock of the South-Sea Company, and for reviving a 
| frofortional Part of the Yearly Fund payable at the Exche- 
quer, and for dividing their whole Capital, after ſuch Di- 
viſſan made, into two equal Parts or Moieties ; and for con- 


Petition of George 
Kelly to be heard 


into a Law; 
and that this Houſe would aſſign Sir Conſtantine Phipps and 


Serjeant Darnell for his Counſel, and Mr Hugh Watſon 
for his Solicitor ; and that they might have free Acceſs to 
him, to receive his Inſtructions in private ; and that he might 
| have the Summons of this Houſe, for ſuch Witneſſes as he 
ſhould think neceſſary. The Prayer of this Petition, the laſt 
| Vor. I. Qq 0 
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anno 9. Gee. 1. of all excepted, was granted; and an Order thereupon made 
March 25. Mr Speaker acquainted the Houſe, That he 
had that Morning receiv'd a Letter from the Lord Biſhop of 
Rocheſter, that his Lordſhip having receiv'd a Copy of a 
| Petition of the By Bill, For infliting certain Pains and Penalties uten him, for 
RR ſuppos'd Crimes of which he was innocent, he hop'd he 
which i> 40 8:a8t- ſhould be allow d to have Sir Conſtantine Phipps, and William 
_ Wynne, Eſq; for his Counſel, and Mr Joſeph Taylor, and 
Mr William Morrice, for his Solicitors to aſſiſt him, in order 
to the making his Defence ; and that they might have free 
Acceſs to him to receive his Inſtructions, and give him thei? 

Advice in private; which was granted. 
aPctitonofGeorge March 27. A Petition of George Kelly, Clerk, Priſoner 
88 jw in the Tower of London, was preſented to the Houſe, and' 
Fun, which b u., read, praying, that the ſecond Reading of the Bill, For in- 
Ned. icting certain Pains and Penalties upon him, might be put 
| off till the 8th of April; and that the Depoiitions upon Oath, 
of Mr Michael Birmingham, Surgeon, and Meſſieurs Bk 
and Borgonio, Merchants, who refided at Paris, to be taken 


before a publick Notary, or before ſome or one of the Britiſh 


Reſidents there, and alſo the Depoſition of Mr Gordon, 

Banker in Boulogne in France, to be taken upon Oath before 

the chief Magiſtrate of the ſaid Town, or a publick Notary 

| there, might be admitted to be read at the Bar of thus Houle, 

Mr Hungerford. *25 Evidence for the Petitioner. Mr Hungertord, Sir William 

34, Pm m. Wyndham, Mr Palmer, and Mr Shippen ſpoke in Behalf of 

N. N Wabee. this Petition; but being anſwer'd by Mr Robert Walpole, 

Su]! Jekyll. Sir Joſeph Jekyll, and Sir William 1 hompſon, it was carried 
er e ThompPn. without dividing, that the ſaid Petition be rejected. 

The Bill gains March 28. The Bill, For inſlidting certain Pains and Fe- 

Juan Funket read ralties upon John Plunket, was, according to Order, read a 


he making no De. ſecond Time; and tho' Mr Plunket did not think fit to 


— ke any Defence, yet the Commons procceded, and the 
GR Counſel for the Bill produc'd Extracts of feveral original 
Letters from Abroad, giving Intelligence of the Conſpuncy. 
And the Counſel having ſumm'd up the Evidence, and being 


withdrawn, Mr Speaker open'd the Bill, and the Queſtion | 


being put, That the faid Bill be committed to a Committee 

of the whole Houſe, the fame was carry'd 3 dividing. 

| Debate con March 29. The Commons went into a grand Committee 
— Fah upon the Bill. For infliting certain Pains and Penalties 
upon Fohn Plunket. Mr Onſlow being plac'd in the Char, 

ſeveral Letters and other original Papers, prov'd by ſeveral 

Witneſies to be Mr Plunket's Hand-Writing, were read, 25 

was alſo a Letter from the Pretender, and ſeveral other 

Letters from General Dillon to Plunket ; all which clearly 


evincing, that he had a principal Share in the . 
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und carrying on of the Conſpiracy ; Mr Miller mov'd, that 8 
| the Pains and Penalties, for which a Blank was left in the 
Bill, might extend to Death; urging, * That, in his Opinion, Mr ddiller. 
there was ſufficient Proof to convict him of High Treaſon, 
even in Weltminitter-Hall. He was ſeconded by the Lord 
Viſcount Middleton, Sir John Ruſhout, Mr Clayton, Mr dr Clayton. 
| Sandys, Mr Walter Chetwynd, Mr John Chetwynd, Sir 1 
Wilired Lawſon, and many others; but they were oppos'd zr Chetwynd. 
by Mr Robert Walpole, Mr Horatio Walpole, Mr Thomas  _ >a : 
Broderick, and Sir Joſeph Jekyll, who — * That the vir H Wap e. 
| filling up of the Blank with Death would be a Kind of z J Nl. 
Decent put on the Priſoner, becauſe a Bill of Pains and 
| Penalties was generally underſtood not to reach Life, and 
that it was to be ſuppos d, the Priſoner took it in that Senſe, 
otherwite he would have made fome Defence.” The Mem- 
bers who were for Death, ſeeing the Courtiers of a contrary 
Opinion. v ould not divide the ſe; and then Sir Robert 
Raymond mov'd, * That the Pains and Penalties might be b. Raymond. 
Impriſonment in ſome Part of Great Britain, during the 
Plezfure of his Majeſty, his Heirs and Succeſſors; Forfei- 
ture of his Eſtate ; and that his Attempting to make, or 
any others favouring, his Eſcape, be made Felony :: The 
| Quettion being put thereupon, it was carry'd in the Affirma- 
tive by 280 Voices againſt 91. 
April 1. The Commons being acquainted, that Serjeant 
Darnell had declin'd appearing at the Bar of their Houſe as 
Counſel for George Kelly, being engag'd in Buſineſs at the 
Aſſizes in Suſſex, it was order d, That Fett Nott, Eſq; 
be allow'd Counſel for the faid George Kelly, inſtead of 
| Mr Serjeant Darnell. 5 oY 
April 3. The Commons in a Grand Committee conſider d Debate concerning = 
of the Pains and Penalties to be inflicted on George Kelly, Nun. 
and after fome Debate, it was reſolv'd, by 224 Voices 
_=_ 112, that his Puniſhment ſhould be the ſame as John 
et's. 
April 4. The Biſhop of Rocheſter's Tryal being to come The Rn of ko- 
on that Morning, his Lordſhip ſent a Letter to Mr 8 * - - WM 
| hich he deſir d might be communicated to the Houſe ;; gt the Bur of the | 
1 and accordingly, Mr Speaker read the ſaid Letter, con- 
tuning in Subſtance, © That his Lordſhip, tho conſcious of 
* his own Innocence, did, on feveral Accounts, decline giving 
that Houſe any Trouble that Day, and contented himſelf 


dts” Wi W | 
* 


/ ARS. AS. AO ini. MES. a 


2 


2 r 


with the nity, if the Bill went on, of making his 
* Defence bet another, of which he had the Honour to 


, * be a Member. Notwithſtanding this Di 
the Commons proceeded in that Affair, and the ſel for 
tie Bill being call'd in, and the Bill read, the Counſel 

| Gpen'd the Evidence, and produc'd a Scheme, taken amor gſt 

| r | Mr 


| 
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A. L Mr Layer's Papers, which was read; as were alſo ſevera! 
Copies of Letters flopp'd at the Poil- Office. Then the Coun- 
1 2 ” fel examin'd ſeveral Witneſſes, to make good the All 
of the Bill ; produc'd ſeveral Papers taken at his Lo 
Houſes at Weltmintter and Bromley ; as alſo a Packet — 
on one of his Lordihip's Servants at the Tower of London; 
and examin'd two Witnefles ; one to prove, that a Letter 
and Paper contain'd in the faid Packet were his 
Hand- Writing ; and the other to prove, that a Letter d. 
rected to Mr Dubois, taken amongſt his Lordihip's Paper, 
at the Deanry at Weltminiter, was ſe 1d with the ſame Seal 
that the Letter taken on his Lordſlup 's Servant at the Tower, 
was feal'd. Then the Counſel fumm'd the Evidence, and 
being withdrawn, Mr Speaker open 4 the Bill, which wa 
committed to a grand Committee 1 the 6th Inſtant. 
Debate on the third April 5. The engroſs pu 1 
—_— nu Wurd Time; and the Queſtion being put, That the 
Bill do paſs, the ſame was ſtrenuouſly oppos'd by Sir Willan 


y 


Sir w. Wyndham. Wyndham, who was ſeconded by Mr Shippen and Mr Ket- 


1 . dut being anſwer d by Mr Robert Walpl and Sir 

_ Joſeph Jekyll, the Queition was carry'd in the Aon 
Sir J- Jekyll, © by by 250 Voices againſt 72. Hereupon the ſaid Bill wy 
ede Houſe, order d to be carry'd up to the Lords. 
3 Andril 6. The Bi Bill for 8 
1 and 222222 Grand Commit- 
tee upon the Bil, For avg certain Pains 2 


Party . That he ſhould — of *. Office mt 
Debate concerning. Benefice, baniſh'd the Kingdom, be guilty of Felony if he 
Em" FR return'd, and that it ſhould not be in the King's Power w 
— pardon him without Conſent of Parliament ; but without 
Mr Lawſon. Forfeiture of Goods and Chattels. Hereupon Mr Lawſon 
repreſented, * That the Evidence againſt the Biſhop being all 
r to de de 


CR WA filly Fellows about him; and it was to be 
fear'd, that if the Biſhop, who was allow'd to be a Man of 


tem 
more Miſchief by his Advice, than if he was ſuffer'd to fay 
in England, under the watchful Eye of thoſe in Power. 


the Queſtion being put upon the firſt Motion, it was carried 
without any Diviſion. 
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April 9. The engrois'd Bill to inflict certain Pains and Pe- Annog. Geo. I. 
De 


nalties on Francis Lord Bithop of Rocheſter, was read the 
zd Time, paſs d, and ſent up to the Lords. 

April 27. Mr Lowndes preſented to the Houſe a Bill, For 
lazing a Tax upon Papiſts ; which was read the firit Time, 


| and order'd to be read a ſecond Time on the 3d of —_ 


May 3. The above Bill was read a ſecond Time, and 
committed to a Committee of the whole Houſe. 

May 6. The Commons being in a Grand Committee on 
«E For laying a Tax on Papifts, Mr Lutwyche ſpoke 


n 


— hve ycke in favour of this Kill, have Mr Lutwyche's 
ug d That fince the happy Revolution the Roman-Catho- nhl! 


* licks have been more or leſs concerned in every Conſpiracy 
* againſt the Government; fo that if they did not ſhew 


5 themſelves in the late Conſpiracy, b 


* and not for want of Zeal for the Pretender's Cauſe. 


d : K 
* plying the Neceſities of their Friends Abroad, it is but 
rery reaſonable for them to contribute to the defraying an 


may 

in a Puniſhment only due to the Guilty. And though the 
Legiſlature hath ſometimes gone upon the N 

Fact, it is to be hop d, that this Method may be but ſeldom 
taken where the Life or Fortune of any Subject is in Queſtion ; 
nothing being more uncertain than Newly, Omjeltee end 
fore'd Conſtruftions ; n — 
gainſt by aſcertaining fix d Rules to direct udgment 
the inferior Courts of Juſtice. 

It is likewiſe given, as a Political Reaſon for Paſſing of this 
Bill © That raifing this Hundred Thouſand Pounds upon the 
* Roman Catholicks will deter the n 
* ent ſuch rath „ W 
2 
* bance they give us: And it will alſo ſhew them, that the 


Nation can put it ſelf in a State of Security without burthen- 


* ing the Subject; which has been one of the — 


1723. 
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Anno 9. Ce. . © the Conſpirators to add Fewel to the Diſcontents of the 
People. But if none of theſe Arguments ſhould prevail; it 


the Notoriety of the Fact does not convince; nay, if the great- 
eſt Probability of the Roman-Catholicks ſending Money A. 
broad can meet with no Credit; the Legiſlature, ſay they, is 


highly juſtify d in paſſing this Law for raiſing an Hundred 


Thoutand Pounds upon the Roman-Catholicks ; * Since by 
* the Laws now in being, as by the Acts of Queen Elizabeth, 
the Firſt of King George, &c. the Roman-Catholicks are 
* ſubject to three Times greater Forfeitures than this Tax 
© will amount to: And that the raiſing of this Hundred 
© Thouſand Pounds is a Mitigation of the Severity of the 
Law; and fo far from being reckon'd a Hardſhip done 
© them, it ought to be conſider d an Indulgence in the Govem- 
ment. | 
I have here thrown together ſome of the Reaſons which 
have been given for paſſing this Bill; I think thoſe I have 
mention'd are what ſeem d to me to make the greateſt Im- 
preſſion upon the Houſe, when this Matter was firit debated. 
Theſe Reaſons were likewiſe enforc'd [See p. 295.] by a Gen- 
tleman, [Mr R. Valpole] whoſe Opinion is juſtly etteem'd in 
all Parliamentary Conſiderations. I will now mention the 
jections, which occur to Me againſt the paſſing of this Bill. 
In Anſwer to the general Surmiſe of the Roman-Catho- 
licks Diſaffection to the Government; I can't help obſerving, 
That this Charge neither can nor ought to affect any 
2 — erſon, without Proof of ſome particular Fact al- 
dg'd againſt him: And it would be the higheſt Injuſtice to 
make one Man ſuffer for the Crime of another. The Law 
ſuppoſing it incumbent upon every Man to be accountable 
for his own Actions, doth not require what is not in any Man's 
Power, to be anſwerable for another; and I think I may 
affirm, with great Certainty, that in no one Inſtance the Laws 
have adjudged a Penalty upon one Man for the Crime of a- 
nother : For though in the Cafe of High- Treaſon, the 


| Blood being attainted, a Son does not attain the Honours 


which would have deſcended to him, if his Father had not 
been guilty of Treaſon ; yet in that Caſe a Man does only 
forfeit a Fee-ſimple Eſtate, and the Income of an Eſtate veſt 

ed in him during his natural Life: But the higheſt Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors can't avoid a Settlement, to the Prejudice 


of an innocent Perſon. | | 
I the rather inſiſt upon the Unreaſonableneſs of puniſhing 


one Man for the Crime of another, to ſhew the Abſurdity 
of a Maxim which is laid down for a certain Doctrine, That 
© becauſe ſome of the Roman-Catholicks are ſuſpefted to 
| © have been concern'd in the late Conſpiracy, therefore the 
* whole Body of the Roman-Catholicks muſt equally bear the 
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* Burden of a Tax, which ſome of them only are alledg 


have made neceſſary.” I would not be thought to be an Ad- 


yocate for the Reman-Catholicks, any farther than common 


Jattice requires, but I muſt appeal to every one who has 
read the Report of the Committee appointed to examine 
Layer, Whether it appears there that the Roman-Catholicks 
in general are concern d in the Conſpiracy ? Or, whether 
any Mention is made in the Report of any one Roman- 
Catholick of Conſequence, except a Noble Duke, [-e Duke 
of Narfelk] to whom a Letter is ſappos'd to be writ, intima- 
ting, as if he knew of the Deſigns carryingon? How unjuit then 
would it be, if the Suſpicion of this great Man's being engag'd 
in traiterous Practices, at the Hazard of his Life and Fortune, 
ſhould give Occafion to the inflifting the ſevereſt Penalties 
upon many innocent Families, who neither with nor can hope 


d better their Fortune by any Revolution of Affairs. 


* I think, Sir, I have fully anſwer d what has been ſaid for 
paſſing the Bill, upon the general Head of Diſaffection; but 


one Thing more I will add, That if you impoſe this Tax 


the Roman-Catholicks, upon a general Allegation, That 
Beir Religion maintains Principles inconſiſtent with the Wel- 
fare of the Government; you puniſh them for the Cauſe of 
their Religion. And for my own Part, I look upon Perſe- 
cution to be a Doctrine odious in it ſelf, highly reflecting 


the Honour of Parliament, and greatly infringing upon 


upon 
the Freedom of the Subject. Nor would I have his Ma- 
jeſty's mild and gracious Reign blemiſh'd with ſuch a mer - 


cileſs Act of the Legiſlature, which muſt neceſſarily confirm 
the obſtinate in their Errors, and entirely alienate the Aﬀec- 


tions of the well-diſpos'd Roman-Catholicks. 
We are likewiſe told, That the raiſing this Hundred 
* Thoufand Pounds upon the Roman-Catholicks is done out 


of a Political Reaſon, to deter the Jacobites Abroad from 


* entering upon ſuch raſh Enterprizes, by making their 
Friends here in England pay the Expence which the Na- 
tion finds neceſſary for its own Security. As this is a 
Matter meerly of Speculation, and as there is no certain Rule 
to go by to know what will be the Conſequence of raifing 


fuch a Tax, I will venture to give my Conjectures upon this 


Head. I do imagine, that as the Pretender's Scheme is unjuſt in 


itſelf, it can be form'd upon no better Hopes than the Diſcon- | 


tents of the People ; and the more Room there is for Complaint, 
the better Proſpect he has of Succeſs : And if it does happen 
that theſe Complaints are well-grounded, as were the Loſſes 
the People ſuffer d in the South-Sea, then in ſuch like Caſe, 
how much Induſtry is us'd by the Jacobites to aggravate the 
National Grievances ; and to impute every Miſ to the 
il Conduct of the Government. I am afraid, if the Roman- 
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Catholicks ſhould be thus heavily tax'd ; if their peaceable 
and quiet Behaviour does not intitle them to the common 
Protection of the Government; nay, if they are more hardly 
us'd by not having deen concern'd than when they were 
actually engag'd in Rebellion; I ay, I am afraid they will 
embrace any Opportunity to free themſelves from ſuch intol- 


| erable Burdens, thinking under no Form of Government they 


can receive worſe Treatment. 
* I ſhall next conſider the Groundwork of this whole Bill, 
viz. * The raiſing one Hundred Thouſand Pounds upon the 
* Roman-Catholicks, in lieu of certain Forfeitures they have 
* incurr'd by ſeveral Aft of Parliament now in being. And 


the Government, it is pretended, 

* manded of the Roman Catholicks falls far ſhort of what is 
due to the Government, if all their Forfeitures were rigor- 
« ouſly exacted. I am very ready to grant, that the Roman- 
Catholicks have incurr'd ſeveral Forfcitures : But I :hink the 
is, Whether it is neceſſiry at this Time, 


Queſtion at preſent 
for the Security of the Government, totake Adv of thoſe 
Forfeitures? For if there is not ſome particular ſhewn, 


why you ought to exaft them more at this Time than no- 
ther, you may with equal Juſtice raiſe one Hundred Thouſand 
Pounds the next Year upon the Roman-Catholicks ; and fo 
on, whenever the Government ſhall ſtand in need of fuch a 
Fund. But ſurely tis not ſufficient to ſay, becauſe the Ro- 
man-Catholicks have incurr'd ſeveral Forfeitures, that _ 
fore you will take Advantage of them : For — 


| Giver to that is, Why do you do it now? And, 


2 Roman-Catholicks were never more numerous, 


22 
1 ication. Then all Means had been us'd to pro- 


you not done it before? It is here neceſſary kay. — 
That when the paſs'd this Law, to the 


| Roman-Catholicks to the N of twe Think of thei 


Eſtates, this Law was rather made intentionally to keep 
the Roman Catholicks in Subjeftion to the Government, 
than with any Deſign of having it put in Execution. For 
otherwiſe I dare fay, ſo many Adminiſtrations, who are the 
executive Part of the Law, could never have thus long di 
pens'd with their Duty. 

If we look back as far as the Reformation, we ſhall find, 


rful, than at the Revolution, juſt upon King 


pagate Popery ; Men of that Perſuaſion were put into Places 
of Profit and Truſt ; the Army was fill'd with Roman-Catho- 
licks, and it was generally thought that the Nation was ripe 


to take upon them the Drudgery of the Roman Yoke. When 
King William came to the Crown, he was warmly told of 
— — that as there were ſevere Laws 


agamit 


by ſtating the Balance betwixt the Roman-Catholicks and 
* That the Sum now de- 
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1 
agzinſt the Roman-Catholicks, tien ought to be put in Ex- 
ecution: That the Roman-Catholicks held Correſpondence, 
and were carrying on Plots and Contrivances with King 
James, then in France, who, as he had an undoubted Title 


to the Crown, was ſupported by ore of the moit powerful 


Princes in Europe. Ihen the Conipetition for the Crown 
was greatly different from the wild and extravagant Preten- 
for.s of a Popith Fugitive, fled to Rome for Sanctuary, after 
having been turn'd out of molt of the Courts of Europe. 
But King William, who was a wile and juit Prince, and 
knew that no Free State could long ſubſiſt, but in doing 


equal and impartial Jultice, would not conſent to the putting 


thoſe Laws in Execution againit the Roman-Catholicks, 
which he knew amounted to no leſs than a Perſecution. 
However, the King, to gratify the Fears of thoſe about him, 
who were continually poſſeſſing him with the Dangers of 


Popery, order'd an exact Account to be taken of the Con- 


formitts, Non-Conformiſts, and Papitis in England, to ſee what 


Proportion there was betwixt the Papiſts and Proteſtants; and 


upon an exact Scrutiny, the Account was found to ſtand 
thus One Hundred and Seventy Nine Conformitts, viz. thoſe 


of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, to one Papilt ; beſides Presby terians, 


Quakers, Independents, and all other Proteſtant Diſſenters. 
* If the Roman-Catholicks were, at the beginning of the Re- 


volution, but a handful of People; if all the Encouragement 
given to them by King James could not enable them to 


maintain a King of their own Religion upon the Throne, 
what have we now to apprehend from them? Since many of 


them have follow'd the Fate of King James, and ſeveral of 


them have conform'd to the Church of England : So that 
we may reaſonably conclude, that the Number of Roman- 
Cutholicks is one Third leſs than they were when King Willi- 
am came to the Crown. And I beg Leave here to obſerve 
a Notion, which has long prevail d. Thas the Liberties of 
England can never be in Danger, but by the Roman-Ca- 
* tholicks.” Indeed, one would have imagin'd that Experi- 
ence would have exploded this Opinion, ſince there is no- 
thing more certain than if all the Proteſtants were united, 
no Power upon Earth could hurt us. The Conteſt does 


not lye betwixt the Proteitant and Roman-Catholick 


Religion: Our Diviſions are not occaſion'd by the Increaſe 


of Popery, but it is obvious to every Man unconcern'd in 


the Diſpute, how the Leaders of each Party promote their 


own mercenary Ends, by poſſefling their Followers with 
unneceſſary Fears and groundleſs Jealouſies. 
* I muſt own, beſides the Injuſtice of paſſing ſuch a Law, I 


am mov'd with Compaſſion to my Fellow-Subjects, whoſe 


muſt be very deplorable, if this Bill ſhould pats 
Vol. I. Rr into 


Ann q. Geo. 1. 
1723. 


1523. 


(. 30g } 
anno 9. Geo. I. into a Iaw. I would inſtance in the Caſe of 2 Gentleman 


of a Thouſand Pounds per Annum, who pays Five Hundred 
Pounds pcr Annum Rent Charge: He muſt pay double 'l axe:, 


which, at preſent amounting to Four Shillings in the Pound, 


comes to Two Hundred Pounds a Year, out of hi; 
Thouſand Pounds a Year : He muſt likewiſe pay his pro- 
portion of this Hundred Thouſand Pounds, which, at a mode. 
rate Computation, will be Five Shillings in the Pound, which 
is Two Hundred and Fifty Pounds more to be added to the 
Deduction out of his Eſtate ; What then will a Gentleman 
of a Thouſand Pounds per Aunum have to live upon? It i; 
ſaid in Anſwer to this, That the Roman-Catholicks do not 

y more Taxes, in teveral Places, than the Proteſtants. But 


ſuppoſe it were true, that they now pay no more than Tuo 
Shillings in the Pound, the Caſe of this Gentleman will be 


ſtill very much to be lamented ; and inſtead of paying Nine 
Hundred and Fifty Pounds, he will pay Eight Hundred and 
Fifty Pounds out of his Eilate. I have mention'd this pur 
ticular Caſe, to ſhew the unreaſonable Severity of this Tax, 
but I dare ſay, many more Inſtances might be given of the 
like Nature. 5 8 

I can t help being a little ſurpriz d, that thoſe Gentlemen 
who are ſo well acquainted with the Circumſtances of our Af- 
fairs Abroad, did not conſider, before they brought in this 
Bill upon the Roman-Catholicks, that his Majeſty's Allies 
would certainly interpoſe in their Behalf: And if upon a Re- 
fuſal to act the friendly Part, our Proteſtant Brethren Abroad 


ſhould be more ſeverely dealt with, we ſhould in vain com- 


plain of the Breach of "Treaties and of the Laws of the En- 


pou. when we have broke through the common Ties of 


Humanity 


I know no better Rule of Government, than to puniſh the 


Guilty, and protect the Innocent; neither the one can com- 


plain of hard Uſage, tho' he may be pitied, nor will the other 


wiſh for a Change of that Government, which defends hun 
from the Oppreſhon of wicked and ill deſigning Men. But to 
puniſh a Body of People, whom before the Report was made, 


you ſuſpected to be criminally concern'd in the Conſpiracy ; 


and whom, upon Enquiry, you find to be innocent in every 

rticular Suggeſtion alledg'd againit them, I do not taketo 

the Means of convincing the World of the Impartiality of 
our Proceedings. | 

© I find great St. ſs laid upon the Roman-Catholicks ſending 
Money to the Pretender, and his Adherents Abroad ; a Fatt 
ſo confidently affirm'd, that one would expect ſome better 
Proof of it than a general Aſſertion; and vet I have never 
heard one ſingle Inſtance given to convince ine of the Tun 
of this Aſſeruon. Conſidering the great Vigilance of the 
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1 1 
>linutry, who have been able to diſcover the moſt ſubtle reo Go . 
Contrivances in carrying on this Conſpiracy, it appears to me 
very unlikely. if the Roman-Catholicks hd ed any 
contiderable Remittances Abroad, that they ſhould have 
eſcap d the Notice of the Government. I would fain know 
how comes this Notion of the Roman-Catholicks ſending 
Money Abroad ; and why they are more zealous for the Pre- 
tender's Cauſe, than the reſt of the Jacobites ? If it is an 
equal Contribution amoug the Jacobites, it ought to be an 
equal Tax upon the Nonjurors and every Man who has paid 
his Quota, as well as upon the Roman-Catholicks. But to 
lingle out one Set of Men from the Herd of the Jacobites ; 
and upon mere Suppoſition, to inflict the ſevereſt Penalties 
upon them, is an Act no ways agreeable to the juſt and equi- 
table Froceedings of Parliament. For which Reaſons I am 
againſt this Bill. | | | 


Mr Lutwyche was ſupported by Mr Weſt, Lord Gage, Mr We. 
and Mr 'Thompſon, Member for York ; Mr Trenchard, in — 


particular, declar d, That he thought it very unreaſonable . Tienchard 


that the Papiſts ſhould bear the whole Burden of this Tax, woes, that the 


when there were ſo many Jacobites who had contributed as cette in the Tax 
much to the raifing Publick Diſturbances as the Papiſts Pais; ntfs 
themſelves ;* and therefore he mov'd, That the Non- ee to. 
jurors ought to be included in the faid Tax intended to be 
raifed upon Papiſts: Accordingly, after ſome Debate, the 
Committee came to the following Reſolution, viz. That to- 
wards raifing the Sum of 100,000 I. granted to his Majeſty, 
towards reunburſing to the Publick the great Expences occa- 
ſion d by the late Rebellions and Diſorders, to be rais'd and 
levied upon the real and perſonal Eſtates of all Papiſts, an 
equal Rate and Proportion be rais'd and levied upon the real 
and perſunal Eſtates of every other Perſon, being of the 
Age of eighteen Years or upwards, not having taken the 
Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance, and the Abjuration 
Oath, who ſhall upon due Summons negle& or refuſe to take 
the ſame. This Reſolution being the next Day reported by 
Mr Farrer, a Motion was made, and the Queſtion put, that 
the ſaid Reſolution be recommitted, but it was carried in the 
Negative; Then it was reſolv'd, That the Houſe do agree 
with the Committee, and order'd, That there be an Initruc- 
tion to the Committee of the whole Houſe to alter and 
amend the Bill, For laying a Tax on all Papiſt, purſuant to 
the ſaid Reſolution. 
May 11. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, made a farther Progreſs in the Bill, For laying a Tax Tix commons, in 
»pou Papifts ; and a Motion being made by Mr Lutwyche tec, add a Cine 
fur a Clauſe for including the Papilts and Nonjurors in tes Fi and 


Not;juris 1a tte 


Rr 2 Scotland, 44 Bi. 
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An g. Geo. l. Scotland, in the Tax intended to be laid on Papitts and 


Nonjurors in England, it was carricd in the Affirmative by 
a Majority of hve Voices only. 

May 14. Mr Farrer reported the Amendments the Com. 
mittee had made to the Bill. which were agreed to, ex 
the Clauſe above-mention'd ; upon which a Debate ariſing, 
Lord Gage and Mr Hutcheſon inſiſted upon the Equitable. 
neſs of the jaid Clauſe, and Sir ſoſeph Jekyll faid there- 
upon, * That he knew no Reaſon why the Scots ſhould be 
excus'd from paying their Proportion of this extraordi 
Tax, unleſs it was, becauſe furty-five Scots Repreſentatives 
in that Houſe always voted as they were directed: But if 
that was the Reaſon, it was to be fear'd, leaſt Cornwall, which 
ſends up almoſt an equal Number or Members, might, upon 
the fame Conſideration, clam an Exemption from 'Taxes.' 
But Mr Robert Walpole having repteſented, That the Names 
and real Eitates of the Scots Papiits and Nonjurors not being 


regiſter' d, it was impoſſible to aſcertain their Proportion of 


The above Clunſe 
r-jected, and a 
Ril! order'd tor re- 
Eiitrin? the Eilates 
of the Scots Papitis 
and 8 
which paties the 
Houſe. 


The Bill. For lay- 
int d Tur or Pat 
i, CC. p. d; 


Toe Roval Aſſent 
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this Tax, he was ſupported by moſt of the Courtiers; aud 
the Queſtion being put, That the ſaid Clauſe be made Part 
of the Bill, it was carried in the Negative by 178 Votes 
againſt 170; and then ſome other Amendments being made 
by the Houſe to the Bill, it was order'd to be engroſs'd. 
However, two Days after, a Bill was order'd to be brought 
in, to oblige all Papiſts and Nonjurors in Scotland, to re- 
giſter their Names and real Eltites ; which was accord: 
brought in, and had an eaſy Paſſige through both Houſes. 
May 17. The engrofs'd Bill, For laying a Tax upon Papifs 
and Namjurors in England, was paſo' d and ſent up to the Lords. 
May 27. The King came to the Houſe of Peers with 
the uſual State, and the Commons attending, their Speaker, 


upon preſenting the Bill, For /aying a Tax upon Pant 


and Newjarors, made a Speech, wherein he thew'd the 
Occafion and Neceſſity of that 'Tax, on account of the late 
horrid and execrable Conſpiracy, in which they had fo great 
a Share. After this, his Majeſty gave the Royal Aſſent 
to the ſaid Bill; Alſo to the Bill, To oblige all Papiſfs in 
Scotland, and Nonjurors in Great-Britain, to regiſter thet 
Names and real Eſtates; To the Bills, For inflicting Pams 
and Penaltics on Fo" Plunket, George Kelly, and Dr Francis 


 Atterbury Lord Biſbop of Rocheſter : Likewiſe to fevenl 


other Bills, which, as they were not the Subject of any 
SPEECHES H DEBATES, it would be foreign to 
our Purpoſe to take Notice of here. 

Then the Lord Chancellor read his Majeſty's Speech to 
both Houſer, as f. ones: ; | 


My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 

Am perſuaded, notwithſtanding the unuſual Length of 

1 this Sethon, you will not think your Time has been fn 
+ nuifemploy'd in conſulting the neceſſary Means for yo#- == 
+ ſerving the Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom, and bring- 
ing to Jutlice ſome of the chief Promoters of that Con- 
* fuſion which lately threatned the Nation. 

The prudent Meaſures you have taken for our common 
Security, and your enabling me to defend my Kingdoms 
* againit any Deſigns or Attempts of our Enemies, are the 
« moſt convincing Teſtimonies of your Fidelity and Aﬀec- 
tion to me, and of your Concern for the Liberties of my 


People. Be affur'd, the Confidence you have repos d in 


« me ſhall never be made Uſe of but for their Safety and 
«< Defence. 
„The Papers which have been laid before you, for your 
Information, and have ſince been publiſh'd for the Satiſ- 


faction of the World, evidently ſhew, that the Conſpira- 


tors had brought their Ke. Arts and Practices to ſuch 
perfection, that they confidently carried on their traiterous 


Anno g. Geo. I. 
1723. 


— 's Speech at 

ting an End to 
pu "Fit dean of 
his Secuns P 


« Projects in Defiance of the Law, from an Afſurance of 


their being able to elude it: The Reſpe& and Reverence 
due to the Law had been loſt, and the Tranquility of my 


people endanger'd, had not you interpos d. This made it 


* neceſſary for the Legiſlature to exert itſelf in puniſhing 
©* ſuch Offenders, whoſe Guilt is too certain to leave the 
* leaſt Room for Doubt, and whoſe Crimes are too heinous 
to admit of any Aggravation. 

And yet it is with Pleaſure I reflect, that the Juſtice of 


Parliament has been fo temper'd with Mercy, that even 
* thoſe who are reſolv'd to be diſſatisfied, muſt acknowledge 


the Lenity of your Proceedings, and will be at a Loſs for 
any Pretence to complain, ſo few Examples having been 
„made, and the Penalties, inflicted by Bill, falling ſo 

much ſhort of the Puniſhments due to the fame Crimes 
by the common Courſe of Law. 

The Firmneſs you have ſhewn muſt convince the 
„World, how much They were miſtaken, whoſe chief Hopes 
* were founded on the Diſaffection of my People. It gave 

me great Satisfaction to ſee as general a Concurrence in 
* full Parliament upon this Occafion, as has been ever 
* known on any former; and it is to be hop'd, our Enemies 

vill ceaſe to flatter themſelves with the vain Imagination 
8 © of being able to ſubvert our Religion and preſent Eltabliſh- 

„ ment. 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
— 1 in a particular Manner, 2 


Anno 9. Geo. I. 
1723. 


Annd. 10. Geo. 1. 
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*+* Readineſs you have ſhewn in railing the neceſſary Supplies 
for the enſuing Year : It is an unexpected Felicity, that 
vou have been able ſo far to diſappoint the Hopes of our 
Enemies, as to avoid laying any new Burthen upon my 
" — And that ſoon after that great Shock and Convul. 
* fton in all the publick Funds, and in the midſt of inteiline 
«© Alarms and Diſturbances, the Credit of the Nation ſhould 
&« fo far revive and flouriſh, thut not only the Supplies of the 
« Year ſhould be rais'd, at a much lower Intereſt than was 
ever known in the moſt quiet | imes, but Part of the Na. 
tional Debt ſhould be reduc'd 1 4 5 to 3 
Cent. and put in a Courſe of bein di d. 
Lords and Gentlemen, , * 
* — you my moſt ſincere Thanks for the indefatiga- 
* ble Pains you have taken in the Service of the Publick. 
« I earneſtly recommend it to you, in your ſeveral Stations 
and — to perſevere in your Endeavours for pre- 
« ſerving the Peace of the Kingdom; by Juſtice and Neſo- 


<< lution, to ſubdue the reſlleſs Spirit of Faction and Sedition; 


and by Prudence and Temper, to reconcile the Misled. 
« Some extraordinary Affairs calling 8 | 
„ mer, I doubt not = that the Wiſdom and Vigi 


"Mm * my good Subjects will prevent our Enemies Mage” = 


* any Advantage of my Abſence. To gain the Hearts 
* AﬀeCtions of my People, ſhall always Ka ay firſt and prin- 

* cipal Care. On their Duty and Loyalty I will incur 
* depend: And they may as ſurely depend on my Protection 
* in the full Enjoyment of cheir Religion, Liberty, and Pro- 
perty. 

Then the Lord Chancellor prorogu'd the Parliament to the | 
ſecond Day of July ; after which they were farther pro 
rogu'd to the gch of January. 


SPEECHES and DEBATES 
In the SeconpD Sess10Nn of the 


Second Parliament of King GEORGE | 


N the gth of January, the Parliament being met, 
according to their lait Prorogation, the King went 
to the Houſe of Peers, and the Commons attending, 
the Lord Chancellor read his Majeſty's Speech to bot 
Houſes, as follows : My 


5 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 


Cannot open this Seſſion without congratulating you King's Spe oth 2 
40 1 upon the Succeſs of your Endeavours laſt Year, for openingihe 


© the Safety, Intereſt, and Honour of the Kingdom: The 


« Riſe of the publick Credit, the flouriſhing Condition of 


« our Trade and Manufactures, and the general Tranquility 
« of my People, are the happy C uences of your pru- 


dent N It is to be hop'd, that the 2 Exam- 


„ ples, which were made of ſome notorious Offenders, will 
be ſufficient to deter the moſt Diſaffected from engaging in 

« the like deſperate and wicked Practices. The Au 
« which you thought fit to make to our National Forces by 
« Sea and Land, has not only ſecur d the general Quiet of 
the Kingdom againſt any ſudden Attempts or Inſurrections, 
« but has alſo given me bach Weight and Credit in all ſo- 
« reign Negotiations, as greatly contribute towards the Pre- 
« ſervation of the Peace of Europe. 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

« [I will order the proper Officers to lay before you the 
« Eſtimates for the Service of the current Year : I deſire 
« ſuch Supplies only, as you ſhall find abſolutely 
wa for preſerving the Rs of the Kingdom, and "for the Se. 
« curity of my People; and thoſe, I hope, may be rais'd 
" without laying any additional a dis or Burthen on my 
” S. 


« I muſt, m a 


„ 2p 
Care the pablick Debes of the Kingdom, as the mat 
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d deration. I am perſuaded it muſt be a very great Satiſ- 
faction to all my faithful Subjecis, to ſee the ſinking Fund 
; * improv'd and augmented, and the Debt of the Nation 
thereby put into a Method of o much the ſooner 
gradually reduc'd and paid off: It would be a Work 
truly worthy of a Britiſh Parliament, to begin this com- 
Enn Progreſs 
therein, as, with a ſtrict Regard to and pri- 
vate Property, may pave the Way to and de- 

3 1 5 

y Lords and Gentlemen, 

. our Affairs, I have 
nothing more to recommend to you, than that you would 
make Uſe of the Opportunity, which your own good 
„Conduct has put into your Hands, in of ſuch 


* farther Laws, as may be wanting for the Eaſe and En- 
* couragement of Trade and Navigation, for the Employ- 
ment of the Poor, and for the exciting and encouraging 
* a Spirit of Induſtry in the Nation. 80 


Anno to. Geo. I. 
1723-24. 


Anne 10. Geo. 1. 


The Cammons Ad- 
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Im fully ſatisfy'd, that the Trade and Wealth of my 
** Pcople are the happy Effects of the Liberties they enjoy 
„ and that the Czrandeur of the Crown conſiſts in their Pro- 
« ſperity ; and I am as fully perſuaded, that all, WhO wist 
* well to their Country, mutt agree with me, that it is the 
vaineſt of all Deluſions to imagine, that the Religion, 
« Laws, and Liberties of this Kingdom can ever be ſe- 
« cur'd, but by ſupporting the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and 
maintaining the Succeſſion in the Proteſtant Line. Let us 
* therefore heartily join in every thing that may tend to 
« promote our mutual Happineſs, and to extinguiſh the 
« lies of thoſe, who long have been and till are reſtles 
6c . _ 1 to ſubject this Nation to the whole 
«« Arbitrary Power.” 


The Commons being return'd to their Houſe, the Lord 
Finch mov'd, and being ſeconded, it was refolv'd, Ne. 
Cox. That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 
which was unanimouſly agreed to, and on the 1 1th, pre. 
ſented by the whole Houſe, as follows : | 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 
; OUR Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the 
i Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, 
© beg Leave to congratulate your Majeſty upon your ſafe and 
happy Return into theſe Kingdoms; and molt humbly de- 
« fire your Majeſty to accept the unfeigned Thanks of this 
© Houſe, for your Majeſty's moit gracious Speech from the 
© Throne. As your Majeſty is pleas'd to found the Gran- 
* deur of your Crown in the Security of the Libertics of 
« your People, and your Glory in promoting their Proſperity ; 
© ſo they, in Return, muſt be excited, by all the Ties of 
© Duty and Gratitude, to build their Happineſs upon the 
firm and unſhaken Principles of Loyalty and Affection to 

your Majeſty's moſt Sacred Perſon and Government. 

© It is the greateſt Satisfaction to your Majeſty's faithful 
, s to find, that the Loyalty of their Reſolutions 
and the Juſtice of their Proceedings, in the laſt Seſſion of 
Parliament, have been attended with all the happy Conſe- 
© quences they expected from them; and now have been re- 
* warded with your Majeſty's Royal Approbation. 

We beg Leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that we ſhall 
* readily and chearfully raiſe all ſuch Supplies, as ſhall be ne- 
« ceſſary to ſupport the Honour of your Majeſty's Govem- 
ment, and ſecure the Tranquility of theſe Kingdoms. 


We are highly ſenſible of your Majeſty's Goodneſs to 


all your People, in recommending, particularly at this Time, 
| 7% 
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to our Conſideration the publick Debts of the Kingdom 
« which are fo heavy a Load, and fo much a National Con- 
* cern, that we ſhould be wanting to ourſelves, if we did not 
+ afſurc your Majeſty, that we will uſe our utmoſt Endea- 
* yours to improve and augment the Sinking Fund, and 
* thereby put the National Debt into a Method of being 
6 gradually reduced and paid, without any Violation of 


5 Anne 1 Geo. 1. 


1 244. 


« publick Faith, or Infringement of private Property: And 


as your Majelty is pleas'd to encourage our attempting fo 
« great and noble a Detign ; ſo we are fully perſuaded, that 
the Wiſdom and Steadineſs of your Majeſty's Government 


vill enable us to perfect this great Undertaking. 


We aſſure your Majeſty, that we know of no other 
« Safety, under God, for our Trade and Wealth, Liberty 
and Property, Religious and Civil Rights, but the Security 
* of your Majeſty's Sacred Perſon and Government, and the 


* Succeſſion in your Royal Houſe ; which we will always 


* ſupport and maintain againſt any traiterous Attempt what- 
ſocver; being truly ſenſible of the Bleſſings we enjoy under 


your Majeſty's moſt gracious and happy Government, 


which has hitherto preſerv'd us from all thoſe Miſeries, 
« Experience has taught us, are inſeparable from Popery and 
* Arbitrary Power. 


To this Addreſs his Majeſty return'd the following Anſwer. 
Gentlemen, | 

% Return you my hearty Thanks for this dutiful and 

« loyal Addreſs: The Wiſdom and Reſolution of this 

Parliament have principally contributed to our preſent 


happy Situation; and the Perſeverance of my faithful Com- 
„ mons, with the ſame Zeal and Unanimity, in the Diſpatch 


* of the publick Buſineſs, will be the ſureſt Means of im- 


The King's Anſwer 
thereto. 


proving this favourable Opportunity to the beſt Advantage, 


for the Honour and Intereſt of the Kingdom.” 


January 22. The Commons, in a Committee of the whole 
Houſe on the Supply, read the Eſtimates of the Charge 
of the Guards, Garriſons, and Land- Forces, and Mr Treby 
mov'd for keeping up the fame Number of Troops for the 
Year 1724, as were maintain'd the Year before. This oc- 
caſion d a warm Debate which laſted five Hours. AIr 
Treby (a) was ſupported by Mr R. Walpole, Mr Pelham (6), 


Nebate concerning 
the Number of 
Lan4t uiccs. 


M: Treby. 
Mr R. Walpole. 
Mr Pelham. 


r Cree. 


Mr Doddington (c), Mr vu 75 Mr Thomas Broderick, 23—— 


Vol. I 


a) Made Tiller of the Feuer, 
(b) Appointed Secretary 2: Wu tif, 
(c(4) Made Commilſinne r. the Treaſury 5 


All of them during thi» Sion. 


Lord Mr T. B;ceerick. 


Lord Finch. 

Scrj. Miller. 

Mr St |. Broderick. 
Mr Doc minique. 
Mr Pulteney. 


Sir W. Lawſon. 
Lord Morpeth. 


Mr Bromley. 
Sir T. Hinm.r. 


Petition fram fc 
Sufferers by the 
Bahama Project. 


Debate thereon. 
Mr R. Walpole. 


Lord Morpeth. 


The (aid Petition 
xezccd. 


Commons, commanding their Attendance 


| Majefty gave the Royal Aſfent to ſeveral Bills; after whi® 
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oper, Mr Shippen, Hon. Mr 
Verney (g), Mr Hungerford, Sir Joſeph Jekyll, Mr Jefferies, 
Mr Walter Plummer, and Mr Hutcheſon, inſiſted, That the 
additional Troops rais'd the laſt Year ſhould be di 

becauſe there was, at this Time, no apparent Occation for 
ſo great a Number of Forces ; but the Queſtion being put 
upon the Motion, it was carry'd in the Affirmative by 240 
Votes againſt 100 ; and reſolv'd, I. That the Number of 


effective Men to be provided for Guards and Garriſons in 


Great Britain, and for Jerſey and Guernſey, for the Year 


1724, including 1815 Invalids, be 18264 Men, Commiſſion 


and Non-Commiſſion Officers included. II. That a Sum not 
exceeding 655,668 1. 85. 7d. be granted for defraying the 
Charge of the ſaid 18264 Men, for the Year 1724. 


an. 23. Thoſe Reſoluti * | 
Ec the Houſe. inn .. 


February 21. Sir John Guiſe preſented to the Houſe a Petitim | 


of Sir Guſtavus Hume, and George Pratt, Eſq; and ſeveral 
other Perſons who were Sufferers by becoming Adventurers 
in the Project for carrying on a Trade to the Bahama Iſlands. 
After the Reading of this Petition, a Motion being made, 
that the ſaid Petition be referr'd to the Conſideration of 2 
Committee, many Members were mclin'd to the Aflirms- 
tive; but Mr R. Walpole thereupon repreſented, © That this 
Petition ſeem'd intended to open again the Wounds of the 
Year 1720, which the Parliament, with great Wiſdom, had 
endeavour'd to heal ; that if they countenanc'd ſuch a Peti- 


tion, they would ſoon have a Load of Petitions of the 


open, the Petitioners oug 
many had 


4 thei 


was ſent with a Meſſage from his Majeſty 


Peers; the Commons being come thither accordingly, bs 


ce inted Crfferer of the Honſhold, May 23, 17: 3. 
f) & and Heir apparent to the Earl of Carlyle, 
g) 4 to the Lord VV /illoughby de Brooke. 
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his Majeſty made the following Speech, by the Mouth of the 
Lord Chancellor. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 

66 HE Unanimity, Chearfulneſs, and Diſpatch with 
66 which you have now finiſh'd every Thing I recom- 
« mended to you at the Opening this Seſſion, are freſh In- 
« ſtances of your Affection to my Perſon and Government, 
and cannot fail of contributing, with the Bleſſing of God 
« on our Endeavours, towards the Eſtabliſhment of that 
« happy Tranquility we now enjoy, both at Home and 
« Abroad. 

_ «« Your continuing the like National Force by Sea and 
« Land this Year, as was judg'd neceſſary by Parliament for 
« the Service of the laſt, gives me great Satisfaction: You 
% have hereby wiſely provided againſt the Miſchiefs from 


igure 

„ could have been more ving 
« been able to make that Proviſion without laying any new 
or additional Burthens on my People. 


one AZ 
Irre : 5 


EFT 


f 
T 


Anno 10. Geo, I. 
1-24. 
— — 


The King's Speech 
at concluding the 
Seiſion. 


Se cond 


Anno r=. Gen I. 
1725. 


Tie Parliament 


Anno rr. Geo. I. 
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* I moſt earneſtly defire, and on which our mutual Happt- 
*< ncis entirely depends. 


Then the Lord Chancellor prorogu'd the Parliament to 
the 4th of June : They were afterwards farther prorogued to 
the 12th of November. 


ihk Rh RRR k Eh r dr dr dh ASSES 1 n 5 l f f 
SPEECHES ad DEBATES 
In the Tuina SEs510N of the 


Second Parliament of King GroxGe I. 


cording to their laſt Prorogation, and the King be- 
ing come to the Houſe of Peers with the uſual State, 
and the Commons attending, the Lord Chancellor read his 
Majeſty's Speech to both Houſes as follows : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
, © F Am perſuaded, you ſhare with me in the Satisfaction 
I feel at the proſperous Situation of Affairs: Peace with 
“e all Powers Abroad; at Home, perfect Tranquility, Plenty, 
and an uninterrupted Enjoyment of all Civil and Religious 
« Rights, are moſt diſtinguiſhing Marks of the Favour and 
« Protection of the Divine Providence. And theſe, with all 
« their happy Conſequences, will, I doubt not, by the Blef- 
« ſing * our joint Endeavours, be long continud 
« tomy P ; | | 1 

 « "Fa 8 and Land, for the Defence 
« and Safety of the Nation, will continue to make us re. 
6 ed abroad, and conſequently ſecure at Home. The 
fame Attention to the Improvement of the publick Reve- 
„ nues, and to the Eaſe and Encouragement of Trade and 
« Navigation, will eſtabliſh Credit upon the ſtrongeſt Baſis, 
« and raiſe ſuch a Spirit of Induſtry, as will not only en- 
able us gradually to diſcharge the National Debt; but will 
« likewiſe greatly increaſe the Wealth, Power, and Influence 
4e of this Kingdom. | 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

J have order'd the proper Officers to prepare and lay 
before you Eſtimates of the Expences for the Service of the 
« enſuing Year ; and, as they do not exceed what has been 
** found by Experience to be abſolutely neceſſary for the Se 
4 curity of the Kingdom, I make no Queſlion but I fhal 


'T HE Parliament met on the 12th of November, ac- 
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« have your ready Concurrence in raiſing the Supplies, in Anno 11. Ces. . 
« ſuch Manner as ſhall be molt eaſy to my People. — 
There is one Thing that I cannot but mention to you, 


as deſerving your particular Conſideration. It is too ma- 


« nifeft, that the Funds eſtabliſh'd for the finiſhing the Works 
« at Greenwich Hoipital, and providing for a competent 
Number of Seamen there, cannot, in Time of Peace, be 
« ſufficient to anſwer the Expences of this great and neceſ- 
« fary Work. It is therefore very much to be wiſh'd, that 
«+ ſome Method could be found out to make a farther Pro- 
« 1ifjon for a comfortable Support to our Seamen, worn out 
« in the Service of their Country, and labouring under old 
« Age and Infirmities. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 


« You mult all be ſenſible how much our preſent Hap- 


„ nimity and Diſpatch in all your Deliberations. The 


The Commons being return'd to their Houſe, and Mr 
Speaker having reported his Majeſty's Speech, Mr Edward 
Thompſon mov'd for an Addreſs of Thanks and Congratu- 
lation, which being unanimouſly reſolv d, a Committee was Mr E. Thompſon's 
New. 13. Mr Thompſon reported the ſaid Addreſs, which = cel to. 
was agreed to Nem. Con. and on the 14th, preſented to his 
Majeſty by the whole Houſe, as follows: 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 


VOR Majeſty's moit dutiful and Loyal Subjects, the The Commons A- 


; Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament aſſembled, de KW i 
return your Majeſty the Thanks of this Houſe for your 
* Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech from the Throne ; and as 
* your Majeity's fatherly Tenderneſs for your People, and 
* the unſpeakable Comforts of an eaſy Government, demand 
the ſincereſt Tribute of Duty; your Majeſty's faithful 
* Commons do now offer to your Majeſty their moſt 
* ed Aſſurances of Gratitude and Loyalty, with that be- 
coming Zeal and Affection that is particularly requiſite at 
* this Tune. 

* We beg Leave to congratulate with your Majeſty on the 


* proſperous Situation of Affairs at Home and Abroad; a 


22 


1724. 


His Majeſty's An- _. 


zuer. 


Debate concern 
the Number 2 
Land-Forccs. 


Mr H Pelham. 


nen, Ses. L © Subject not only of Content, but of Joy: And we 


(_y2S } 


be wanting to ourſelves, and inſenſible of our own 

© rity, if we did not feel the ſame Satisfaction in rea 
* Fruits of your Majeſty's great Wiſdom, that pus 
«* hath in 3 it to direct and 


. Mert Plenty 


6 | Safety o 

, „ by the Improve- 
ment of the Publick Revenues ; to increaſe our Wealth, 
© by the Advancement of our Trade; and to eſtabliſh our 


* ſhall tend to the Security and Grandeur of your Majely | 


and your Kingdoms.” 
To this Addreſs his Majeſty return'd the following Anſwer. 


Gentlemen, | 
o Return you my hearty Thanks for your loyal Addreſs; 
n Doubt, but that whenever the Ho- 
e nour and Intereſt bf the Kingdom call'd upon you, | 
« ſhould meet wich the ſame Return of Duty and Fidelity 


and the fame Affection and Zeal for my Service, as I have 


* hitherto experienc'd on all Occaſions. 


Nev. 23. In a Committee of the whole Houſe, the Com- 
a mons conſider d farther of the Supply. The ſeveral Et 
mates of the Charge of Guards, Garriſons, and Land- 
Forces; of the Forces in the Plantations, Minorca, and Gi- 
braltar; of the Out-Penſioners of Chelſea-Hoſpital, for the 
Year 1725, and of extraordinary Expences not provided ior 
by Parliament, having been referr'd to the Committee, My 
H. Pelham open'd the Debate on thoſe ſeveral Heads, ſhew 
4 71 the ſame Number of . Gent, 
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lame Proviſion for them for the Year 1725, as was made Anno 17. Geo. I. 


for this Year. Mr Pelham's Motion was ſupported by Mr. _7* 
Treby, Sir Edmund Bacon, General Wade, and Mr Youge ; Mr Treby. 
but was oppoſed by Mr Plummer, Mr Freeman, Sir William dir £4. Bacon. 


's Motion, were not all of the 4 
Number of Troops, ſome being Mr Cornwall. 
eight Thouſand Men, gr fungen. 
ies of Ryſwick Nr Stippen. 
r 


Mr Snell, M 4 
of a Standing Army in a free Country, brought two Inſtanc 
the one of an Inſult given by Dragoons p'd 
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that had been N „ 
f-pence, [meaning the baſe Half pence coin d | 
Uk of Feland,) and to force that People to. 
” But the moſt material Objections were 
r as 
lows : 
Mr Speaker, 
I Have ſpoke ſo often againſt maintaining an extraordi- Mr Shippen. 
nary Number of Land-Forces in Time of Peace, that I ſhould 
ne cheadk te br hens, if | Jad wor the et Tay fe 
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Anno rt. Geo. I. 


1724. 
8 | 


tenance of which our Predeceſſors in Parliament though fit 


{ 328. ) 
fion enter'd my Claim to diſpute the Continuance of the Four 
thouſand Augmentation Troops, and if I did not think it my 


Duty to oppoſe every Propoſition, which ſeems to carry the 


leaſt appearance of Danger to our Conſtitution. 

* I aſk Pardon, eſpecially of the Honourable Gentleman 
who moved it, if I take the preſent Queſtion to be of this 
Nature. Nor can I be perſuaded, that the frequent Impo- 
fition of unneceſſary Taxes, or the Repetition of any Grie- 


vance, ought to beget an Inſenſibility, or a ſlaviſh Acquieſcence 


double our Attention, leſt it ſhould in time plead a Preſcrip- 
tive Right, and gradually grow into an Eftabhiſhment. 
If I may be permitted to conſider the King's Speech, as the 
Compoſition of his Miniſters, which tho' I know by Experi- 
ence to be a more dangerous, [See p. 160] is yet a more Par- 
liamentary Way, than to conſider it as an Edict from the 
Throne, I will obſerve, that it does not ask the Opinion and 


eſſential and undiſputed Right of raiſing Money; but it poſ- 
tively preſcribes the exact Proviſion we are to make, both by 
Sea and Land, for the Service of the enſuing Year ; and 
whether that be not a new Method of ſpeaking to Parliaments, 
is with all Deference ſubmitted to the Wiſdom of this Houſe, 


which is the beſt Judge of its own Privileges and Power 


« Surely, Sir, it is very melancholy to hear one Seſſion after 
another, that, tho' we are in a State of Tranquility, as the 
Language is, yet we can neither be ſecure at home, nor re- 
ſpected abroad, without continuing above Eighteen thouſand 
Land Forces in Pay. Sou] 

This Way of Reaſoning entirely miſrepreſents our Circum- 
ſtances and Condition. For it would ſuggeſt, that we cannot 
enjoy the Bleſſings of a good Reign, without enduring at the 
ſame time the Hardſhips of a bad one, which is a Contradic- 
tion in it ſelf, and inconſiſtent with the Notions we, as Eng- 
liſhmen, muſt ever entertain of our legal Liberties, in Main- 


to alter the Lineal Succeſſion of our Royal Family. This 


Way of Reaſoning farther ſuppoſes, that the mutual Conk- 


dence betwixt his Majeſty and his People is deſtroyed, that 


there is a Diſtruſt on one hand and a Diſaffection on the 
other, for which there is not the leaſt Ground or Pretence. 


For his Majeſty, by his Reſidence amongſt us this laſt Sum- 
mer, has not only given us the cleareſt Proof of his preferring 


the Welfare and Happineſs of theſe Kingdoms to that of hu 


own Foreign Dominions ; but has for ever ſecured the Love of 
his Subjects here by his moit gracious Aﬀibility and perſonal 
Condeſcenſions to them. He has for ever ſecured that Tran. 
quility at home, on which he is pleaſed with fo much Sor 


in it. On the contrary, I think it ought to awaken and 


Advice of the Commons, how far they will uſe their great, 
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faction to congratulate his Parliament. man n wars ae 
'  quility be affected by the Clamours in Ireland againſt 1 
Patent, [meaning Mr Wood s Patent for Coining, which wwas 
afterwards recalled] for there is a large Army in that King- 
dom ſufficient to curb tumultaous Spirits, and to awe Patro- 
nizing Malecontents, ſhould any ſuch be found. Nay, if more 
| Forces are judged neceſſary, either for the Honour or Safety 
of the Government there, that Kingdom 1s able and willing 
| to maintain more on its own Eitabliſhment ; and therefore all 
ments drawn from thence relating to the preſent Queſ- 
=, muſt be inconcluſive. The Houle may perhaps ak 
ft, at a proper Seaſon, to liſten fo far to the Complaints of 
our Fellou- Subjects in another Kingdom, as to call for this 
obnoxious Patent, and to examine into the Grounds of it. 
For the Miſgovernment of Ireland has been frequently under 
|; | the Examination of the Houſe of Commons here, and ſuch 
Examinations have formerly proved fatal to as great Mini- | 
' - |  flers as England ever bred ; which may be Matter of Re- 
flection to their — and to thoſe it may concern; 
but can never be any Inducement to an Engliſh Parliament 
to pay one Soldier more, than is abſolutely neceſſary for 
; eur own Uſe. | 
| Now all Rebellions, all Conſpiracies, ſeem to be totally 
| extinguiſhed, not more by the late ſeaſonable Exertion of 
Parliamentary Juſtice, than by the wiſe and prudent Con- 
duct of thoſe in the Adminiſtration. They have fo carefully 
| reviewed and modelled the Forces this Summer in every 
Part of the Nation, that, we are to hope, there are not left 
even ſo many, as three or four Serjeants and Corporals, who . 
ſhall have Fool-hardineſs enough to undertake again to draw 
the whole Army into wild and chimerical — They 
bluave freed the Church from all Apprehenſions of a 
dy promoting only the moſt orthodox and learned Part of 
dhe Cleryy to the Epiſcopal Dignity, and other Eccleſiaſtical 
Preferments. They have preſerved the State, by advancing 
only Men of diſtinguiſhed Ability and Experience to all 
Offices and Civil Employments. They have, which is above 
all, reconciled their own Animoſities, and have no other Con- 
tentions now, but who ſhall beſt ſerve his Majeſty and the 
Publick, without any Views of accumulating immenſe Wealth 
to themſelves, or of aggrandizing their own private Fami- 
lies. Such an Adminiſtration can never need the Aſſiſtance 
and Protection of above Eighteen thouſand diſciplined Troops. 
Such an Adminiſtration ſhould not ſuffer the Army to run 
away with the Reputation of their good and great Works, or 
to aſſume the Glory of raiſing our Credit, 6— Thncs, 
; and eſtabliſhing our preſent — 
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Aunt ©. © Nor are our Foreign Affairs in a leſs flouriſhing Conditi- 
— ON, than thoſe at Home, fo far as I am capable ot judging on 
the common Appearance of Things, without being in the Se- 
crets of the Cabinet. 
* We can have no Apprehenſions from, our neareſt Neich. 
bour, France. For that Kingdom 15 engaged to us by may | 


ſtrict Treaties, and I have heard the French Bona ids, of 
late Years, as mach aſſerted and extolled in this Houle, as [ 
have formerly heard it ridiculed and exploded. Betides, we 
have a vigilant Mir.itter at Paris, who by his own Sb ill and 
Penetration in Politicks, as well as by good Advice and 
Aſſiſtance from hence, is not only promoting the Britiſh In- 
tereſts there, but influencing and direQtirg the French Councils. 
Nor can we have any Pretence to keep vw thu. res 
on account of Danger from Spam. For, if ta. Mourchy 


ſhould be indiſcreer enough to retain the lead harſu Remem- 
brance of any pretended ill Uſige from Great Britain: If 
it ſhould reſent our glorious and {ea/onable Conqueſt over 
their Fleet in the Mediterranean, [See p. 185] tor which we 
ſtruek a Medal with pompous Inſcriptions : If it ſhould infit 
on the Reſtitution of Gibraltar and Port-Mahon, which, in 
my humble Opinion, can never be furrender'd without the 
kigheſ Infamy, as well as Injury, to England. I fay, if aß, 
thing of this kind ſhould remain in the Breaſt of the Court of 
Spain, notwithſtanding our "Treaties and daily Negotiations | 
there, it is our Comfort, that we need fear no Invaſion from 
their Armada ; that the Mutability of their Counſels, their 
Pretenſions in Italy, their Diſtance from Great Britain, render 
It . Imprafticable for them, to annoy or diſtreſs us. And if 
Philip's Refignation of that Crown was a good Argu- 
ment the laſt Year, for continuing the Four thouſand Aug- 
mentation Troops, then his Reſumption of it now muſt be a 
one for diſbanding them this Year. 

4 The Emperor's perſonal Obligations to Great Britain are 
ſuch, that it is impoſſible for him to entertain any ill Intenti- | 
ons againſt us, either on account of the Oſtend - Eaſt- India 
Company, or of his Majeſty's glorious Endeavours to remove 
the Religious Grievances in Germany, and to promote the 
Proteſtant Intereſt there, of which he is the great Guardian. | 

The Dutch are our old natural Allies, and always ready 
to aſſiſt us. Nor is it their Fault, that we have ſometimes 
diſputed amongſt our ſelves concerning the Expence of trat- 
ſporting their auxiliar Forces. They are bound to us, by 
antient Ties of Gratitude, for their original Preſervation, 
and by, what is yet a ſtronger Cement, their own preſen 
Intereſt and Safety. 80 

* As to the two Northern Crowns of 5 g eden and Denmark, | # 
They have in their Tu:ns recrived our Protection, and 3 
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ed of our Bounty. We all remember the famous Era, 
when Two Hundred and Fifty 'Thoufand Pounds, as well as 
many ſinaller Supplies ſince, were raifed on that Account. 
{Se p. 125] Beſides, we are to hope our Expeditions into 
tur Baltick, under the Conduct of a brave Officer [ Sir John 
Norris] here preſent, have been as effectual as they have been 
expcnive, and that our Fleet has not only awed them into 
a Reconciliation betwixt themſelves, but into an abſolute 
Submiſſion to Great Britain. 

* 'The Czar is ſtretching his Conqueſts 


of the World, and if what we hear of a late Treaty be 


true, that it is made entirely in favour of Great Britain, with- 
vat any regard to Foreign Principalities, we can 

nothing from our new Ally, who is otherwiſe ſo fully em- 
ployed. For, however extenſive our mediating Care may 
be, I preſume we are not engaged with him to the 


intended Succeſſion of the Crown of Poland, or to ſettle the 


Balance of Empire in Perſia. | 

If ſach then is our proſperous Situation at Home and 
Abrcad, Why ſhould we be denied the promiſed 
Conſequences of it ? Why ſhould we be atraid of | 
our Land Forces? Why ſhould we not at leaft firike off 
the Four thouſand Augmentation Troops, in C non to 
a Nation loaded, and almoit funk with Debt? For ſhould a 
Storm ariſe after this Calm, ſhould any new Events pro- 
duce a Rupture in Europe, it will be tume enough, if we are 
either prompted by our own heroick Diſpoation, or bound 
by any inviolable Treaties, to enter into the Quarrels of 
the Continent, I fay, it will be time enough, when the 
War ſhall be actually declared, to lend our Aſſiſtance to 
thoſe, whom we voluntarily eſpouſe, or to perform our En- 


gagements to our reſpective Allies, if they ſhall not be found 


romantick and impracticable. We have the Opinion of a 


Anno 11. Teo. I. 


1724. 
— 


moſt eminent Author in Civil Learning, That it is more 


* grievous to any Nation to bear the leaſt ectraordinary Taxes 
in Times of Peace, than to endure the greateſt Impoſitions 
ain Times of War. Becauſe a War may prove advan- 
* tageous, may terminate in Conqueſt and glorious Acquiſi- 
* tions. Buta Continuance of extraordinary Taxes, without 
it, muſt inevitably end in Poverty and Ruin. 

Now I can never be fo unjuſt to his Majeſty's moſt 
mild and gracious Government, as to aſcribe our preſent 
Tranquility to the Continuance of an extraordinary Number 


of Troops, any more, than I can believe, it would ceaſe 


at the Reduction of Part of them. This would be a dan- 
gerous, as well as an abſurd Doctrine, with relation to us 
at Home. For ſhould it be admitted, that above Eighteen 
thouſand Land-Forces have not only procured our preſent 

| St 2 Tran- 
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ei dee 1. Tranquility, but that they are abſolutely neceſſary to the 


1724. 


— — 


Mr Yonge. 


Security of the Kingdom; then it will follow, that the fame 


till the Pretences of all the Princes in Europe ſhall be adjutt- 


Number will always be abſolutely neceſſary ; that a military 
Power is the moſt pacifick Form of Government; and that 
an Army will be a better Preſerver of Peace and Plenty, a 
better Guardian cf our Civil and Religious Rights, than the 
Law of the Land. This Doctrine too, conſidered with 
regard to the Reſpect and Influence we may have Abroad, 
is as abſurd and ill grounded: For that Reſpect and In- 
fluence can never proceed from the Number of Land- 
Forces, we may think fit to burthen our ſelves with in Time 
of Peace: But it muſt proceed from the Advantages of 
our Natural Situation, from our Naval Strength, from our ex- 
tended Commerce, from our vaſt Riches, which have enabled 
us to carry on long and expenſive Wars; to maintain, when 
our Allies failed in their Quota's, three great Armies at 
once in three diſtant Nations; and theſe Advantages will ever 
enable us to hold the Bilance of Power in Europe, unleſ 
worn out with unneceſſary and inſupportable Taxes. 

* But, if not ſo much as the Four thouſand Augmentation 
Troops are to be parted with, if they are to be continued 


ed, till the different Intereſts of different Nations ſhall be 
reconciled, till the Claim of Bremen and Verden ſhall be ful- 
ly ſettled and acquieſced in, till the expected Form of 
5 Can ſhall be compleated, I 3 I am not 
without my Apprehenſions, that our immenſe National Debt, 
inſtead of being annually reduced, will be daily increaſed; 
that our preſent Grievances, for Grievances we have in the 
midit of all our Tranquility, inſtead of being ſpeedily re. 
moved, will become perpetual, and we may dream of Bleſlings 
we ſhall never enjoy. 

On the whole, I am againſt continuing the Number of 
Forces propoſed, and for disbanding at leaſt the Four thou- 
ſand Augmentation Troops.“ 


Mr Shippen having done Speaking, Mr. V roſe up 
and faid, * That es oblig'd to the * ſpoke 
on the other Side, for furniſhing him with Reaſons for keep- 
ing up the preſent Number of Troops: That the 
Situation of Affairs, the Peace with all Powers Abroad, and 
the perfect Tranquility at Home, being in a great Meaſure, 
owing to the good Poſture we were in both by Sea and 
Land, which made us reſpected Abroad, and ſecure at Home, 
it were Imprudence not to continue thoſe Forces on the 
ſame Foot. That the Parliament had indeed oblig d King 
William. of glorious Memory, to reduce his Army to ſeren 
thouſand Men. But what was the 8 

„ 


| 
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| truely, the French King was thereby encourag' d to acknow- Anno 13. Geo. & 
ledge and proclaim the Pretender, as King of England, and . 
to ſeize on the Monarchy of Spain, which was the Occaſion 
of a long, bloody, and expenſive War. That as to the Re- 
duction of the Army after the Peace of Utrecht, it was well 
known, that it was principally owing to thoſe who were 
for having an Army of another Stamp. That this Re- 
duction would have prov'd fatal to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
had ſome People had Time to ripen their Deſigns. I'hat 
at leaſt it encourag'd a great Rebellion ſoon after his Ma- 
J jetty's happy, and almolt miraculous, Acceſſion to the Crown: 
f And as the Spirit and Diſcontents which rais'd that Rebel- 
lion, were not yet wholly extinguiſh'd and ſubdu'd, they 
| would foon fee Inſurrections at Home, and the Peace of 
| Europe diſturb'd Abroad, if they parted with the Army.” 
; | After this the Queſtion being put upon Mr Pelham's Mo- 
| tion, it was carry'd in the Aftirmative, by 206 Voices againſt 
69; and refolv'd, I. That the Number of effective Men 
to be provided for Guards and Garriſons in Great Bri- 
| tain, and for Jerſey and Guernſey, for the Year 1725, be, 
| including 1815 Invalids, 18,264 Men; Commiſſion and 
Non-Commiſſion Officers included. II. That the Sum of 
654,488 1. 175. 8 d. be granted for the Charge of the ſaid 
| 18,264 effective Men, for the Year 1725. | 
| January 23. A Petition of Edward Earl of Oxford, and A Petition of the 
of Henry Lord Morpeth, two of the Guardians of the Elf Outord | 
Perſon and Eſtates of Elizabeth Ducheſs Dowager of conplaningorthe 
Montagu, a Lunatick, was preſented to the Houſe, and Ntuwte f wet 
read, ſetting forth, That very great Sums of Money of Mes = Gate 
the ſaid Lunatick's Eſtate have, purſuant to Orders of the 
| Court of Chancery, been brought before Mr Hiccocks, late 
one of the Maſters of the ſaid Court, and Mr Thomas Ben- 
net his Succeſſor, now one of the Maſters of the faid Court, 
in order to be placed out at Intereſt for the Benefit of the 
faid Lunatick, upon Securities to be approved by the faid 
Maſters reſpeCtively : That upon exaraiving into the Ac- 
counts of the Maſters in Chancery, relating to the Suitors 
Monies brought before them, conſiderable Deficiencics ap- 
3 pear ; and that the faid Mr Thomas Bennet has not depoſit- 
| ed, purſuant to Orders of the ſaid Court, ſeveral Mortgages 
| for large Sums of Money, belong'ny to the Eſtates of the 
| faid Lunatick ; neither hath he cepoſited nor ſecured, pur- 
ſuant to Orders of the fi:1 Court, gooo!. and upwards, of 
bis Balance of Caſh; and praying ſuch Relief as the Houſe 
ſhall think fit. 
This Petition coming unexpectedly into the Houſe, whilſt 
the Accounts of the Maſters in Chancery were put in a 
Courſe of Examination before the Lords Commiſhoners of 
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Anno 11. Geo. I. 
1724 25. 


A Motion relating or Officers, of the Court of Chancery, do lay before this 
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the Great Seal, the foid Petition was oidered to lie upon the 
Table: But a Motion being made, I hut the proper Officer, 


— Houſe Copies of the Orders made by the Court, relating to 


au. 


King's Meſſage re · 
N:ting to the Sui- 
tors in Chancery. 
and the Accounts 
oi the Matters. 


the Accounts, and the Effects belonging to the Suitors, in 
the Hands of the Malters of the Court of Chancery, dated 
the 17th and ziſt of December laſt, with Copies of the 
Reports therein mentioned; and aliv the Accounts of the 
ſaid Maſters relating thereto, with their ſeveral Explanations 
of the ſaid Accounts; a great Debate aroſe thereupon, in 
which ſome ſevere Animadverſions were made on the Con- 


duct of the Earl of Macclesfield, late Lord Chancellor. 


Then Mr Henry Pelham mor'd. That the Debate be ad- 
journ'd to the gth of February, which was carried by a great 


Majority.” Te 
February . Mr Methuen acquainted the Houſe, that he had 


a Meſſage from his Majeſty to the Houſe, ſign'd by his Ma- 


jeſty; and that he was commanded by his Majeſty to lay be- 


fore the Houſe Copies of ſeveral Reports and other Papers 
relating to the Maſters in Chancery ; and he delivered his 
Majeſty's Meſſage to Mr Speaker, and the faid Copies and 
other Reports, at the Table. His Majeſty's Meſſage was read 
by Mr Speaker, as follows, viz. 


"F751 7 5 Nees 
* I $ Majeſty having Reaſon to apprehend, that the 


« ged, in Juſtice and Compaſſion to ſaid Suitors, 
e to take the moſt ſpeedy and proper Method the Law 
« would allow, for inquiring into the State of the Maſters 


« View of this important Affair, as the Shortneſs of the 
« Time, and the Circumſtances and Nature of the Proceed- 
« ings would admit of.“ 


Then the ſaid Reports, together with ſome of the Papers 


| referr'd to therein, were read, and order'd to be taken into 


De Houſe eonſi- 
der the King's 
Metiage and the 
Papers referr'd 
Bw ezem. 


farther Conſideration on the 1 2th Inſtant. 
Feb. 12. The Houſe took into Conſideration the ſeveral 
ts and Papers referred to in his Majeſty's Meſfage of 

the th Inſtant. After the reading Part of the ſaid Papers, 
Sir George Oxenden, Bart. roſe up, and ſaid, ore 


__ WY - 8 _— 1 0 utc. = — 


* 


e e en 


1 | 
manifeſtly appear'd by theſe Reports, which after the ſtrict- Anno 11. Geo. 1. 
elt Inquiry, and upon the matureſt Deliberation, had been 
drawn up by Perſons of the greateſt Weight and Authority, 
for their Abilities, Experience, High Stations, and Integri- 
tr; That enormous Abuſes had crept into the High Court of 
Chancery, chiefly occaſion'd by the Magiſtrate, who was at 
the Head of that Court, and whoſe Duty conſequently it 
was, to prevent the ſame. That the Crimes and Miſde- 
meanors of the late Lord Chancellor were many, and of 
various Natures, but might be reduc'd to theſe three Heads. | 
I That he had taken mto his own Hands the Eſtates and After the Conſi lo- 
Effects of many Widows, Orphans, and Lunaticks, and ei- gen wherech, 
ther had diſpos d of Part of them arbitrarily to his own Pro- moves for im- 
fic, or conniv'd at the Officers under him making Advan- Pz — 
tage of the ſame. II. That he had raiſed to an exorbitant Crime, ia lt. 
Price the Offices and Places of the Maſters of Chancery, 4cmeanons. 
and in order to enable them to pay to hum thoſe high Prices 
and Gratuities for their Admiſſion, had truſted in their Hands 
large Sums of Money belonging to Suitors in Chancery. 
III. That in ſeveral Caſes he had made divers irregular Or- 
ders. So that in his Opinion, that firit Magiſtrate in the Dctate thereon, 
Kingdom was fallen from the Height of the Dignities and 
Honours, to which he had been rais d by the King's royal 
Bounty and Favour, to the of Infamy and Diſgrace. 
And therefore he mov'd, That Thomas Earl of Macclesfield 
be impeached of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors.“ 

This Motion was ſeconded by Mr Strickland, and Mr Dod- zur Str cand. 
dington, who ſaid, * The Miſdeamenors of the late LordChan- f Peddington. 
cellor were of the greateſt and moſt dangerous Conſequence, 
fince moſt of the Eitates in England, once in thirty Years, 
paſs through the Court of Chancery. Mr William Pulteney, 1 w. putcrey, 


who ſtood up next, ſaid, That it was far from his Thoughts 


to endeavour to abate the juſt Reſentment which the Gentle- 
men who ſpoke laſt, ſhew'd againſt the great Abuſes that had 
been committed in the Court of Chancery: But that in his 


Opinion, they went a Little too faſt in ſo weighty and impor- 


tant an Affair, by which Means they might loſe the very 
End they aim'd at, viz. the effectual puniſhing the Perſon by 


whoſe Neglect, at leaſt, thoſe Abuſes had been committ d; 


That whatever Deference they ought to pay on this Occa- 
ſon, to the Capacity, Experience, Integrity, and Authority 
of the Perſons who had drawn up the Reports that had been 
laid before them, yet it little became the Dignity, and was 
even derogatory to the Prerogative of that Houſe, which is 
the grand Inqueſt of the Nation, to found an Impeachment 
upon thoſe Reports, without a previous Inquiry, and Exa- 
mination into the Proofs that were to ſupport it ; and there- 
fore moy'd, that this Affair might be referred to the Con- 

| ſideration 
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Arno rt. Geo. I. ſideration of a ſelect Committee.” He was 


1 back'd by Sir 

Lon ns William Wyndham, who urg d, That by proceedin 

Sir W. Wyndham. Way of Impeachment * laid before them $7 
above, the Commons would make a dangerous Precedent, 
and ſeem to give up the moſt valuable of their Privileges, 

Sir Wilf Lawn, viz. the Inqueſt after State Criminals.” Sir Wilfred Lawfon, 

3 LO and Sir Thomas Pengelly ſupported Mr Pulteney's Motion. 

Sir C!e:n, Wearg, But Mr Yonge ®, and Sir Clement Wearg f aniwer'd thoſe 
Odjections, whereupon the previous Queſtion was put, Whe⸗ 


ther the Queſtion be now put upon Sir George Oxenden'; 


Motion? Which after ſome Debate was carry'd in the Af. 
firmative, by a Majority of 273 Voices againſt 164. Then 
Te Houſe refoive the main Queſtion being put, it was retolv'd by the fame 
to impcacn the Majority, That Thomas Earl of Macclesfield be impeach'd 


nel "of 0 * of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors ; and it was order'd, that 
demranourt. ata Sir George Oxenden do go up to the Lords, and at their Bar, 
Ol in dr ue 8b M. in the Name of the Houle of Commons, and of all the 
nc accordingly. Commons of Great Britain, impeach I homas Earl of Mac- 
clesfield of High Crimes and Miſdemeauors ; and acquaint 
them, that this Houſe would, in due Time, exhibit parti- 


cular Articles againſt him, and make good the ſame. Then | 


a Committee was appointed to draw up Articles of Im 
ment againſt Thomas Earl of Macclesheld ; to which Com- 
mittee the ſeveral Neports referr'd to in his Majeſty's Meſ- 
ſage, were referr d. After this, upon a Motion made by 
Mr Welt, and ſeconded by Mr Edward "Thompſon, a Bill 
was order'd to be brought in, To indemnify the Maſters of 
A Bill oder to Chancery from the Penalties of the Ad of the 5th and btb 
nt, Matters Years of King Edruard VT, againſt buying and ſelling of Of- 


of Chancery, on 


Diſ-overy of what fices, upon their diſcovering what Conſideration, Price, or 


Sums they paid for 


weir Places, Gratuity they paid, or agreed to pay, for the Purchaſe of, 
or for their Admiſſion to, their Offices. 

February 13. Sir George Oxenden reported, That he had 
been at the Bar of the Houſe of Lords, and in the Name 
of this Houſe, and of all the Commons of Great Britain, had 
impeached Thomas Earl of Macclesfield of High Crimes 
and Miſdemeanors, and acquainted the Lords, That the 
Commons would, in due Time, exhibit particular Artides 
againit him, and make good the ſame. After this, Mr Welt 

wi: n Preſented to the Houſe, a Bill, For indemrifying the Maſter: 
bel in Chancery from the Penalties of the Act of the 5th and 
6% Years of King Edward the VI, againſt buying and felling 

of Offces, upon their diſcovering what Conſideration, Price, 

er Grotuity they paid, or agreed ta pay, for the Purchaſe of, 

or far their Zdmiſſion to, their reſpective Offices. Which Bill 


One of tre Lords of the Treafury. 


+ Avpmuted Hullerter Creneval, Feb. 2.4, 1723-243 in the Rem of & 


Fhilis Lorke, made Atta ny General. 
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„us immediately read the firſt, and ſecond Time, and with- Anno 11. Geo. f. 
out going through a Committee, order d to be engroſſed. — 
Feb. 15. The ſaid engroſſed Bill was read the third Time, And paſs the 

paſ'd and ſent up to the Lords. — 
Feb. 24. Sir George Occnden acquainted the Houſe, that 
he was directed by the Committee appointed to draw up Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment againſt the Earl of Macclesfield, to 
move the Houle, That ſuch Perſons as the Committee ſhould 
fad it neceflary to examine, be examined in the moſt folemn 
Manner; which was order'd accordingly. 
March 17. A Bill, For better effeting the pious Intention of A Bill relating to 
bailding fifty New Churches, &c. purſuant to a Meſſage from i, Bids 52 


the King, Feb. 10. recommending ſuch a Bill to the Conſidera- Ti Senna 


tion of the Houſe, was read a ſecond Time, and committed — — — Clauſe 
w a Committee of the whole Houſe, who were order'd to Fulitick or Corpo? 
receive a Clauſe, to confirm Miniſters and Curates in the {fn vas, 
Enjoyment of ſuch poor Livings as are, or ſhall hereafter be, Living. 
augmented by the Governors of Queen Anne's Bounty, for 

the Augmentation of the Maintenance of the poor Clergy ; 

Hereupon a Motion was made by Mr Arthur Onflow, and the 

Quettion put, That the faid Committee have Power to 

receive another Clauſe or Clauſes, to diſable or render in- 

capable any Bodies Politick or Corporate, Brotherhoods or 

Societies, to purchaie or take any Right of Advowſon, Patro- pebate tycreon, 
nage, Preſentation, Nomination, Collation, or Donation of, 

in, or to any Benefice with Cure of Souls; or of, in, or to 

any Donative, or any other Eccleſiaſtical Preferment what- 
ſoever.“ He was ſeconded by Serjeant Miller, and back'd $cj. Miller. 

by Mr Sandys, and ſome other Members, but being oppos'd Mr $andys. 

by Mr Yonge, Mr Oglethorpe, Mr Hungerford, and Mr yr yorge. 

R. Walpole, the previous Queſtion being put, that the f Hels. 


Mr Hungerfo: d. 


| Queſtion be now put, it was carried in the Negative, by M: K. Walpole. 


144 Voices againlt 74. The Deſign of this Motion was to 
reltrain the two Univerſities of Oxford and Cambridge, from 
purchaſing new Advowſons and Preſentations of Benefices. 
March 18. Sir George Oxenden, from the Committee 
appointed to draw up Articles of Impeachment againſt Tho- sh dg: oxn- 
mas Earl of Macclesfield, acquainted the Houſe, that they 1 reports the Ar- 


had drawn up ſeveral Articles accordingly, which they had Cummintee of * 
directed him to report to the Houſe; and he farther ac- the Earl of Mac- 


| quainted the Houſe, that they had other Matters depending l 


1 


| i Uu Hereupon 


before them, relating to their Inquiry: and he read the Re- | 
port in his Place, and afterwards deliver'd the Articles in e "ereon- 


2 the Table, where they were read by the Clerk. Theſe 


Articles were one and twenty in Number. and the two firſt 

relating to Offences ſaid to be committed before the Act of 
Indemnity paſſed in the Year 1721, Mr Conduit, Member ut co; 
tor Whitchurch, mov's, that the faid Articles be recommitted. 85 


( 3386 

An 11. Gco. 1. Hereupon Mr Walter Plomer, one of the Committee that 
bad drawn up the Articles, faid, © That the Crimes, for 
Mr Plomer. which the Earl of Macclesfield was impeached, being com- 
plic ted, and having a Relation to, and Dependence upon, 
one another, they could not mention one without the other 
Sir Phil. Yorke, He was anſwer d by Sir Philip Yorke “, who ſpoke for the 
Fs Motion for recommitting the Articles. 'To this, Sir Thoma 
bir Tho. PengeY- pengelly T. reply'd, © I'hat in the Caſe before them, they 
ouz ht to diltinguith between an Act of Oblivion, and an Ad 
of Indemnity : That the firſt is begun in either Houſe of 
Parliament, and being the AR of the three Eſtates, or of the 
whole Legiſlature, clears and purges Offenders of all Crimes 
there n ſpecified : But that it is otherwiſe with an Act of Iv 
demnity, which flows from the meer Grace and Clemency 
of the Sovereign, is ſent down to the Parliament, who are 
at Liberty either to accept or refuſe it, but not to alter any 
Thing ; and regards only Crimes committed againſt the 
King, his Predeceſſors, and Succeſſors; which was not the 
Caſe of the Earl of Macclesficld, who ſtood impeach d for 
Crimes and Miſdemeanors committed in a high Office and 
Truft, againſt his Fellow-Subjets.” This was anſwer d by 
Mr Yonge. Mr Yonge, to whom Mr Welt reply'd ; and to the latter vir 
Maeve. Gilbert Heathcote. But Sir Clement Wearg having firew- 
Sir Clem. Wearg, Ouſly ſupported Sir Thomas Pengelly's Argument, the oppo- 
fite Side drop'd the Motion without dividing. Then the 
Report being read, Paragraph by Paragraph, the ſeven! 
. 1-1., Articles were agreed to by the Houſe, and order d to be 
— 1 — — engroſſed. It was alſo order d, that a Clauſe be | 
— ſaving Liberty to the Commons to exhibit any farther Ar- 
| ticles againſt the ſaid Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, and thathe 

might be put to anſwer the ſaid Crimes and Miſdemeanors. 


March 19. Sir George Oxenden preſented to the Houſe 2 


Clauſe ſaving Liberty to the Commons to exhibit farther Ar- 
ticles againſt the Earl of Macclesfield, which was agreed 
to, and order'd to be engroſs d with the Articles of Impeach- 
ment againſt the ſaid Earl. 
and carried ups March 20. The offed Articles of Impeachment of 
the Lords by Sir High Crimes and Miſdemeanors againſt Thomas Earl of 
4 Macclesfield were read, and order'd to be carried to the 
Lords by Sir George Oxenden ; who being retum'd rt 
ported, that he had been at the Bar of the Houſe of Lords 
and left with the Lords the faid Articles of Impeachment. 
April 8. Mr R. Walpole acquainted the Houſe, That be 
had a Meſi:ge from his Majeſty to this Houſe, fign'd by bs 


Robert , mage 4 Judg: of the wy's peuch 
f Aing's Serjeant at Law. 


* — — 


<” = te CO On . 2. 


8 Tee OO FRRAoeaT TT SS RS” o= ond Ta $S fu Gs 2 7 S oF 


T” Re „ „ 


( 339 ) 


Majelly, and he deliver'd the ſame to Mr Speaker, who Anno 1. Geo. 1. 
1725. 


read the ſame to the Houſe, as follows, viz. — 
GEORGE R. 


10 T H E. Neceflities of his Mijeſty's Government having ging's1 

10 render d it impracticable for his Majeſty to make cling wo the 
« any conſiderable Retrenchments in the Expences of his 
« Civil Liſt ; and having engag'd his Majeſty in ſome ex- 

« traordinary Expences, which, he is perſuaded, his loyal 


Commons will believe have been employ'd, not only for 


the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, but for the Inte- 
« ret and Proſperity of his People; His Majeſty hopes, 
from the known Zeal and Affection of this Parliament to 
« His Perſon and Government, that he may be enabled to 
« make uſe of the Funds, lately ſettled for the Payment of 
a the Civil Liſt Annuities, and for re-placing the ſame to 
« his Majeſty, in the moſt advantageous Manner, and upon 
« the Credit thereof to raiſe a Sum of Money ſufficient to 
« redeem thoſe Annuities, and to diſcharge the preſent 
« Debts contracted in his Civil Government.“ a 


Hereupon it was reſolved to take his Majeſty's moſt gra- which isreferra 
cious Meſſage into Conſideration, the next Day, in a Com- the Chele kau 
mittee of the whole Houſe; and, in the mean Time, 

Mr Scrope, by his Majeſty's Command, prefented to the 
Houſe, An Account of the Debts upon the Civil Liſt, at 
Michaelmas 1724, and alſo, An Account of the Payments 
into the Exchequer upon the Deductions of Six-Pence in the 
Pound, [See p. 259.] for the Year ending at Lady-day, 1725. 
And the ſaid Accounts being read, were ſeverally ordered to 
be referred to the Conſideration of the ſaid Committee. 

After the Reading of theſe Papers, Mr Pulteney took No- Mr Pulteney's Mo- 
tice, * That it was not long ſince [viz. Faly, 1721.] a Fund — — 
was given to diſcharge the Debts of the Civil Liſt ; and there- Pom dhe &c: paid 


fore it was Matter of Surprize, that ſo many new ones had —_ 1721, to 


| been contraſted in ſo ſhort a Time; that if Things were 123. 


carried on at this Rate, there would be no End of it; that 
it was incumbent upon them to inquire into the Cauſes of 
this growing Evil; and therefore mov'd, That an Addreſs 
be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would graciouſly be 
pleaſed to give Directions, that the proper Officer or Officers 
of the Exchequer, Exciſe, Cuſtoms, and Poſt-Office, do lay 
before the Houſe an Account of all Monies which have been 
iſſued and paid out of the ſaid Offices to any Perſon or Per- 
ſons on Account, for the Privy-Purſe, Secret-Service, Pen- 
hons, Bounties ; or any Sum or Sums of Money to any Mich i agreed 
Perſon or Perſons whatſoever without Account, from March 
25th, 1721, to March 25th, 1725. And being back'd by 
ſeveral Members, the ſaid ”_ was voted accordingly. 

| u 2 The 


Anno rt. Ceo. I. 
1728. 
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The fame Day the Earl of Macclesfield having given into 


the Houle of Lords his Arſwer to the Articles of Impeach- 


The Earl of Mac- 


cl. cheld's Anſwer 
to the Articles of 
Imprachment re- 
ferr'd to the 
Committee. 
Debate on the 
King's Meſſage 
relating to the 
Civil Liſt Debts. 


Mr Pulteney. 


Mr Yonye. 
Mir H. Pelham. 
Mr R. Walpole. 


ment exhibited agunſt him by the Commons; their Lord- 
ſhips ſent, the next Day, a Copy to the Houſe of Commons, 
who referred the Conſideration thereof to the Committee 
appointed to draw up the ſaid Articles of Impeachment. 
April. q. A Motion being made for the Speaker to leave 
the Chair, that the Houſe might go into a Grand Committee, 
to conſider of his Majeſty's moſt G racidus Meſſige about the 
Debts of the Civil Liſt, Mr Pulteney repreſented, That 
the Houſe having order'd an Addrets to be preſented to his 
Majeſty, for ſeveral Papers relating to the Civil Liſt and 
other Expences, they ought, in his Opinion, to put off the 
Conſide ration of his Majeſty's Meſſage, till thoſe Papers were 
laid before the Houſe ; it being n tural to inquire into the 
Cauſes of a Diſeaſe, before one applies Remedies to it.” Mr 
Yonge, Mr H. Pelham“, and Mr R. Walpole, having oppos'd 
it, Mr Pulteney faid, * He wonder'd how ſo great a Debt 
[ vix. 508,3671. 195. 4d.] could be contracted in three Years | 
Time, but was not ſurprized ſome Perſons were ſo cager to 


have thoſe Deficiencies made good, fince they and their Friends 


| had fo great a Share in it. And defired to know whether 


this was all that was due, or whether they were to expect 
another Reckoning? To this no direct Anſwer was given; 
but in general, it was ſaid, That there was, indeed, a 
heavy Debt on the Civil Liſt, and a great many Penſions; 
but that moſt of theſe had been granted in King William's 
and Queen Anne's Reigns, ſome by King Charles the Se- 
cond, and very few by his preſent Majeity. That fince the 
Civil Lift was firſt ſettled for his Majelty, an Expence of 
about 9o, ooo l. per Aunum had happen d, which could not 
then be foreſeen, and therefore was left unprovided for: 


That upon Examination of the Account given in of the Civil 


Liſt Debts, it would appear, that maſt of thoſe Expences 
were either for the neceſſary Support of the Dignity of the 
Crown and Government, or for the Publick Good : That 
there was, indeed, a Penſion of 50001. of another Nature, 
viz. upon Account of the Cofferer's Place, but which could 
not well be avoided ; for both the Lord Godolphin, who 
was in that Office, and his Father, had ſo well deſerw d of 
the Government, that they could not handſamely remove 
him without a Gratuity ; and therefore they gave his Lord- 
ſhip a Penſion of 50001. to make Room for the wor- 
thy Gentleman, [meaning Mr V. Pulteney] who now en- 
joys I that Poſt.” Then the Commons, in a Grand _ 
| mi 
® One of the Livds of the Trezſ ry. 


of Ruud from bis Place (erer of the Ho:ſhold at ihe latter End of 
this Mein. 3 


- 
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jeſty to his Servants, Tradeſmen, and others, his Majeſty 
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| L 369 3 | 
mittee, took his Majeſty's Meſſage into Conſideration, and a Anno u. Ces. . 
Motion was made, That for the Redeeming the Annuities 1 
of 25,000 I. per Aunum, charged on the Civil Liſt Revenues, OP 
by an A& of Parliament ot the Seventh Year of his Majeſty, 
and for diſcharging the Debts and Arrears due from his Ma- 
be enabled to raiſe any Sum, not exceeding one Million, by 
Exchequer-Bills, Loans, or otherwiſe, on the Credit of the ** 
Deductions of Six-pence per Pound, directed by the faid = willion for ner 
Act of the Seventh Year of his Majefty's Reign, and of the aut 80 2 nl. 
ſaid Civil Liſt Revenues, at an Intereſt or Rate not exceeding in dhe Ce charg'd 
31. per Cent. per Aunum, till Repayment of the Principal. —— - 


| This Motion occafion'd a farther Debate; but the Queſtion 


being put, it was reſolv'd in the Affirmative, by 239 Votes 
againſt 119. This Reſolution being the next Day 

was agreed to by the Houſe, and a Bill was ordered to be 
brought in thereupon. 

April 10. It was reſolv d to addreſs his Majeſty, for an aurcs foran ac- 
Account of the groſs and clear Produce of the Branches of unte the Cn 
the Revenue of the Civil Lift Funds, from Chriſtmas 1699, Lit from 16%, to 
to Lady-day 1715. Which Addreſs was readily complied ”'* 
with 


April 20. The Lord Finch », Knight of the Shire for Rut- Land Finch eng. 


land, having offered a Petition of Henry St. John, late Viſ- den ef Henry © 
count Bolingbroke, to be preſented to the Houſe : Mr R. l — iſcount 


' Walpole acquainted the Houſe, that he had received his Ma- 


jeſty's Commands to acquaint the Houſe, That the Petitioner 
had, ſeven Years ſince, made his humble Application and 
Submiſſion to his Majeſty, with Aſſurances of Duty, Alle- 
giance, and Fidelity, which his Majeſty fo far accepted, as 
to give him Encouragement to hope for ſome future Marks of 
his Majeſty's Grace and Goodneſs ; and that his Majeſty is 
ſatisfied that the Petitioner's Behaviour has been ſuch, as con- 
vinces his Majeſty that he is an Object of his Majeſty's Mer- 
cy ; and his Majeſty conſents that this Petition be preſented 
to the Houſe. ; | 

Then the ſaid Petition was brought up ard read, ſetting 
forth, That the Petitioner is truly concerned for his Offence, 
in not having ſurrendred himſelf, purſuant to the Directions 
of an Act of the firſt Year of his Majeſty's Reign, whereby 
the Petitioner was attainted of High Treaſon, and for- 
feited all his Real and Perſonal Eſtate, [See p. 39.) and by 
Reaſon thereof hath ſuffered very great Loſſes: That upon 
the Petitioner's Marriage in 1700, Sir Walter St. — 


* Gates of the Bed:hamber to the Prince. Appointed Comptroller of 
the Hohl Al at the Lud of this Alia. 9 


Art Coo, J. 
I” 25. 
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Bart. and the Lord Viſcount St. John, the Petitioner's Grand- 
father and Father, together with the Petitioner, made a Set- 
tlement of their Fanuly-Eftates in the Counties of Wilts, 
Surrey, and Middlefex, all which Premiſſes, except a v 

ſmall Part thereof, are now in the Poficfiion of the Petitioner's 
Father, and the.Pctitioner cannot become intitled thereto for 
his Lite, until after his Father's Deceaſe : That the Petitio- 
ner hath, in moſt humble and dutiful Manner, made his 


 Sybmiſſion to his Majeſty, and given his Majeſty the ſtrongeſt 


Arnd mies for a 

Bil to be bet utht 

in accotam ine 
Prayer of the 1aid 
Petition. 


Debate thereon, 
Mr R. Waipole. 


Aſſurances of his inviolable Fidelity, and of his Zeal for his Ma- 
jetiy's Service, and for the Support of the preſent happy Eſta- 
bliſhment, which his Majeſty hath been moſt graciouſly pleaf- 
ed to accept; and praying, that Leave may be given to bri 
in a Bill for enabling the Petitioner, and the 1:cirs Male of 
his Body, notwithſtandirg his ſaid Attzinder, to take and 
enjoy the ſaid ſettled Eltate, according to the Limitations of 
the ſuid Settlement, or other Aſſurances therein mentioned; 
ard for enabling the Petitioner to hold and erjoy any Perſonal 
Eſtate or Effects whereof he now is, or hereafter ſhall be 
poſſeſſed, and to inveſt the fame in the Purchaſe of any Neal 
or Per:onal Eſtate within this Kingdom. | 

After the Reading of this Petition, the Lord Finch mov'd, 
that a Bill be brought in, according to the Prayer of the late 
Viſcount Boling broke s Petition. This Motion was ſeconded 
by Mr R. Walpole, who, having repeated Part of what he 
had before laid before the Houſe, by the King's Command, 
in the Petitioner's Behalf, added, That he was fully fatif- 
fied, that he had ſufficiently attoned for his paſt Offences, 
and therefore deſerv'd the Favour of that Houle fo far, as to 
enable him to erjoy the Family Inheritance that was fettled 


upon him; which, according to the Opinion of the bet 


Sir p. Yorke. 
Sir Clem, Wearg. 


Mr Methuen, 


Lawyers, he could not do by Virtue of his Majeſty's moſt 
Gracious Pardon, without an Act of Parliament.” This was 
confirm'd by Sir Philip Yorke and Sir Clement Wearg. Then 
Mr Methuen + ſtood up, and firenuouſly oppoſed the Lord 
Finch's Motion ; he ſaid, © That as he had the Honour to be 
one of the King's immediate Servants, it might, perhaps, by 
ſome be thought unbecoming his Station, to appear againſt 
a Petition, to the preſenting of which his Majeſty, in hs 
Royal Clemency and Goodneſs, had graciouſly been pleaſed 


to give his Conſent : But that being at Liberty to follow the 


Dictates of his Conſcience in this Matter, he would freely 
declare his Opinion, that the Publick Crimes for which this 
Petitioner ſtood attainted, were fo heinous, ſo flagrant, * 


+ Comptvoll:y of the Nonſpold. Made Treaſures of the Ho iſbold at the lu- 
ter End 7 this Hes * We * 


*. . © C 


e r Rea Rr ©. 00% LE. 


LP. a 
, 


e dad ens reac. ß P ood O th ͤ . 2. Ea T! 


( 343 J 
of ſo deep a Dye, as not to admit of any Expiation or At- 
tonement ; and whatever he might have done to deſerve his 
M.je!ty's Private Grace and Pardon, yet he thought him al- 
together unworthy of any National Favour.” Hereupon Mr 


| Methuen inftanc'd the late Lord Bolingbroke's ſcandalous 


and villainous Conduct, while he had a Share in the Admi- 
niſt ration of Affairs in the laſt Reign. How he was the prin- 


cipal Adviſer of, and Actor in, the wicked Meaſures that 


were then purſued; his clandeſtine Negociation of Peace 
without the Privity of the Queen's Allies, contrary to the 
expreſs Tenor of the Grand Alliance; his inſolent Behaviour 
towards all the Confederates in general, and the Dutch in 


Anno. — 3 I. 


— 


particular ; his ſacrificing the Intereſt of the whole Confede- 


racy, and the Honour of his own Coantry, particularly in 
the baſe abandoning of the poor and brave Catalans: A 


Tranſaction with which he had an Opportunity to be inti- 


mately acquainted, as having had the Honour, at that Junc- 
ture, to ſerve the Nation as the Queen's Miniſter in Portugal; 

and to ſum up all his Crimes in one, his traiterous Detign 
of defeating the Proteſtant Succefſion, the Foundation of 
both our preſent and future Happineſs ; and of advancing a 
Popiſh Pretender to the 'Throne, which would have involv'd 
his Native Country in endleſs Miſery. Mr Arthur Onſlow, 
Lord William Paulet *, Sir Thomas Pengelly, and Mr Gyb- 
bon F ſupported Mr Methuen ; Serjeant Miller hereupon 
ſaid, © That he was againſt the Motion for three Reaſons, 
I. Becauſe he thought it againſt the Intereſt of the King. 
II. Againſt the Intereſt of his Country. III. Againſt the 
Intereſt of the preſent Miniſtry. That he loved the King 
better than he loved himſelf; and hated his Enemies more 
than he did. That he loved his Country as he loved him- 


Nir — cocr ey 
La Wi. Pauic 
S:r Tho. nee 
M: (y bbon. 


Serj cant Millet. 


ſelf; and as he thought its Intereſt inſeparable from the 


King's, ſo he would not have any publick Favour ſhewn io 


And as for the preſent Miniſters, he was ſo well fatiched 
with their juſt, prudent, and ſucceſsful Management, that 


one, who had ated in fo notorious a Manner againſt both. 


he would not fee them expos'd to the Cabals — Intrigues 


of their inveterate, though ſeemingly reconciled Enemies. 
On the other Hand Sir Thomas Hanmer and Dr Friend 
ſpoke for the Motion, and took that Occaſion to extol his 
Majeſty's Royal Clemency ; ard then the Queition being put, 
on the Lord Finch's Motion, it was carried in the Affirma- 
tive by 231 Votes agaipſt 115, and his Lordſhip and Mr 
R. Walpole were ordered to br ing in a Bill according to the 
Prayer of the late Lord Bolingbroke's Petition. 

One of the Tiles of the Liebe een. 

1 Owe of the Cormmiliars of the Revenue in Ireland 


Sir Tho, Han:ner. 
Dr. Friend. 


& Bil order'd to 
be Drought in ac- 
Core.hgly. 


( 344 ) 
Anno tt. Geo. April 23. Sir George Oxenden reported from the Com- 
| mittee, to whom it was referred to conſider of the Anſwer 
Sir Georg: Oxenden of Thomas Earl of Macclesfield to the Articles of Impeach- 
Tinice's Repica” ment Exhibited againſt him, That the ſaid Earl had in- 
pon to the £1. 9* duſtriouſly avoided giving a direct Anſwer to ſeveral Matters 
fwer to the Arti- poſitively alledg'd againſt him, and had endeavour'd to diſ- 
ment, guiſe the Crimes laid to his Charge ; and that many Parts 
5 of the ſaid Earl's Anſwer are contradictory and inconſiſtent ; 
and the Committee did humbly ſubmit to the Judgment of 
the Houſe their Opinion, that for avoiding any Imputation 
of Delay in the Commons, in a Caſe of fo great Moment, 
a Replication be forthwith ſent up to the Lords, maintaining 
the Charge of the Commons ; and that the Committee had 
d a Replication accordingly, which he read in his 
Place; and the ſaid Replication being read a ſecond Time, it 
was reſolved to be the Replication of the Commons to the 
Whichis orders Anſwer of Thomas Earl of Macclesfield ; and order'd that the 
to beengrois'd, faid Replication be engroſſed. | 
April 24. The Commons read the engroſſed Replication 
to the Anſwer of Thomas Earl of Maccle field, which was 
order'd to be ſent to the Lords. 
Led Bing April 27. Lord Finch preſented to the Houſe a Bill, For 
broke, read the tirſt exabling Henry St John, late Viſcount Bolingbroke, to take 
and enjoy ſeveral Manors, Lands, &c. which was receiv'd, 
read the firſt, and order d to be read 4 4 Time. A 
And a ſecondTime, ril 30. The late Lord Bolingbroke's Bill was 2 
— * Time and committed to a Committee of the whole 


Houſe, who were ordered to receive a Clauſe or Clauſes, 


© For preſerving the Inheritance of all the Family Eſtate in 
the ſaid Bill mentioned, to the Iſſue Male of the Lord Viſ- 
count St John, on Failure of Iſſue Male of the ſaid Henry 
St John, late Viſcount Bolingbroke, with Proviſo to the ſaid 
late Viſcount Bolingbroke to charge the ſaid Eſtate with a 
Sum of Money, and to make Leaſes in like Manner, as he 
was enabled to do by the Marriage Settlement in the ſaid 
Bill mentioned, and to make a Jointure, and Proviſion for 
younger Children.“ 


May 3. The Order being read for the Houſe to reſolve 


| itſelf into a Grand Committee upon the late Lord V iſcount 
Lord W. Paulet Bolingbroke's Bill, the Lord William Paulet mov'd, That 


moves for 3 Clauſe 


to difable Henry It be an Inſlruction to the ſaid Committee, That they have 


— Power to receive a Clauſe to diſable the ſaid Henry St John, 
—— Joo late Viſcount Bolingbroke, to be a Member of either Houſe 
„ Parliament, or to have or enjoy any Office or Place of 


Debate thereon. profit or Truſt under his Majeſty. This Motion was back d 
by ſeveral Members, but was oppoſed by Mr Robert Walpole, 
and the Queſtion being put thereupon, it was carry d in the 

Negative by 154 Voices againſt 8 . After this the Com- 
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mons in a Committee of the whole Houſe, went through the Anno 17. Geo. 1. 
ſaid Bill, and made ſeveral Amendments thereto, which be- \ Mn. 4 
ing the next Day reported by the Lord Finch, were, with | 
an Amendment to one of them, agreed to, and the Bill fo 
amended, order d to be engrots'd. 

May 5. The engrofs'd Bill, Fer enabling Henry St. John, I rd neh bree 
late Viſcount Bclingbroke, and the Heirs Male of his Body, = — 
notwithſtanding his Attainder, to take and erjoy jeveral Ma- * 
nors, Lands, and Hereditaments, &c. was read the third Time, 
paſs'd, and ſent up to the Lords. | 

May 6. The Commons order'd, That the Committee ap- 
pointed to manage the Evidence againſt Thomas Earl of 
Macclesfield, be at Liberty to proceed in ſuch Manner as they 


| ſhall think moſt important for the ſpeedieſt expediting of the 
 faid Trial. Then upon a Meſſage from the Lords, import- 


ing, That their Lordſhips were ready to proceed on the 

Trial of Thomas Earl of Maccle:held, the Names of the | 
Managers were called over by the Clerk, viz. Sir George Numer of the Ma. | 
Oxenden, Bart. * Sir Clement Wearg, Sir Thomas Pengelly, 1 og 


| Sir William Strickland, Bart. F Mr Doddington, Lord Mor- Trial. 


peth, Mr Arthur Onſlow, Mr Palmer, Mr Walter Plomer, 
Sir John Ruſhout, Bart. Mr Edward Thompſon ++, Mr Philips 
Gybbon, Mr Hedges, Mr Sandys, Mr Weſt **, Mr Snell, Mr 
Lutwyche, Hon. Mr Thomas Gower, and Mr. Cary 4. Ac- 


cordingly the ſaid Managers went up to the Bar of the Houſe 


of Lords, to proceed on the Trial, which held till the 26th 
of this Month, and being printed by Authority, may be found 
at large in the 6th Volume of the STATE TRIALS. © | 
May 27. The Lords ſent a Meſſage to the Commons, ac- The Lords fend a 


Meflage to the 


| quainting them, that their Lordſhips were ready to give Hat ihat they 


Judgment againſt Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, if the Com- juignene 9 phe 


mons, with their Speaker, would come and demand the ent Mac- 


| fame. Hereupon a Motion was made, and the Queſtion pro- 


poſed, That this Houſe will demand Judgment of the Lords 


againſt Thomas Earl of Macclesfield ; which occaſioned a 


warm Debate, that laſted till Five in the Afternoon, when Debate thereon. 


de previous Queſtion being put, That the Queſtion be now | 


put, it was carried in the Affirmative, by a Majority of 


136 Voices againſt 65 ; and then the main Queſtion being 
put, it was refolv'd, That this Houſe will demand Judgment 


againſt Thomas Earl of Macclesfield. This done, the Com- 
Vor. I. | X x mons 


* Appointed one of the Lords of the Admrralty. 
1 Made one of the Lords of the Treaſury. 
Tt Appointed one of the Conmijſi:ers of the Revenne in Ireland. 
Made Lori High Chancellor of Ireland. 
i Appninted Narden of the Mint. = 
| theſe Preferments conferr'd at the latter End of this Seſſion. 
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Arno 11. Geo. I. mons reſolv'd, Nn. Con. That the Thanks of this Flouſe be 


1728. 


— mn 


The Than of 
tun Houtc order'd 
to be given to the 
Managcts, by Mr 
Speaker. 


The Speaker's 
Sccech on that 
, U.cahon. 


given to the Members, who were appointed the Managers 
of the Impeachment againit Thomas Earl of Macclesfield, 
for their faithful Management in their Diſcharge of the I ruſt 
repoſed in them. Hereupon Mr Speaker gave them, they 


ſtanding up ſeverally in their Places, the Thanks of the 


Houſe, as follows : 


Gentlemen, 

T is acith the greateſt Chearfulneſi, that I cbry the Com- 

mands of the Houſe on this Occafton ; and yet I was ne 
der, on any Occaſion, more ſenſible of the Difculties of per- 
ferming them as I ought ; but I have this Satisf:&ton in ti; 


Motion's being made when I leaft expected it, that my wt 


being prepared may be ſome Excuſe for thoſe Defects, <hich 
1 hould not have been able to have ſupply'd, had I had ver 
fo long a Time for Confideration. | 
Gentlemen, 
You have maintained the Charge of the Commons, with 
that Force of Argument, Beauty of Exprc{ſion, and Strength 
of Renſon, as would have gained you the higheſt Applauſe in 


the moſt flouriſhing of the Grecian Commenzealths ; and 1 | 


may add, 


— Nec dignius unquam 
Majeſtas meminit ſeſe Romana locutam. 


But I Gall not enlarge farther on this Part of your Praiſe, 
being ſenſible that I am not able to expreſs myſelf in a Mar- 
ner ſuitable to the Dignity of the Subject; your own Tongues 


are only equal to ſuch an Undertaking ; and were I able to 
it, your Modeſty crould not permit it: I ſhall therefore pri- 


ceed in obeying the Commands of the Houſe, in ſuch a Manner, 


as you yourſelves may hear it, not only without Offence, but | 


1 hope with Satisfaction; by end:awouring to ſet in their 
proper Lights the great and laſling Benefits your Country will 
receive by your faithful Diſcharge of your Duty. 

You bade ſtopp d the Cries of Orphans, aud dried ap the 
Tears of the Widaw ; even thiſe who muſt ever be injenfible 
of the Tenefits they receive, Idents and Lunaticks, and ſuch 
culr can be inſcnjible of them, will be Pariaers of the Fruits 
of your Labours. 

But you are more particularly intitled ta the Thanks of this 


Fleuſe, by having mad: the Proſecatians of the Commons 4. 


gain great Offen are, practicable ; The Paxcer of Impeach- 


ment, that Sword of Fengearice, which the Conjlitution has 


ent into the Hand of the Commons, and which, when drawn 


tr Porty-Rage, when directed by the Alalice of Fadtion, 1 
cel by Hef. Hauds, bas tos of tes waunded that Cor | 
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/eitution it was intended to preſerve, has now, by your able 
Management, turn'd its Ede to its proper Object, a Great 
Offender ; and if the Wound it has given ſhould not be ſo 
dete, as many expect; yet ron may be very ſure, it never can 
be imputed to the Want of Strength in your Arm; And ] hope 


and truſt, fram your prudent Conduct through the whole Pro- 


greſ of the Trial, that this great Privilege of the Commons 
will ever remain a Terror to evi Doers ; and that it may be 
a Praiſe to them that de well, the Houſe has unanimouſly 
come to this Refolutian, = ; 

Retolv'd, Nemine Contredicente, © That the Thanks of this 
* Houle be given to the Members, who were appointed the 
« Managers of the Impeachment againit 'Thomas Earl of 
« Macclesfield, for their faithſul Management in their Dif- 
charge of the '7rult repoſed in them.” 


The Commons unanimouſly refolv'd, That Mr Speaker be 
delired to print the above Speech, and ſent Sir William Gage 
with a Meſſage to the Lords, to acquaint them, That the 
Commons, with their Speaker, intended immediately to 


come to the Houſe of Lords, to demand Judgment againſt 


Thomas Earl of Macclesfield. 


Though it is not properly within the Compaſs of our De- 
ſign, to take Notice of any Proceedings of the Commons 
at the Bar of the Houſe of Lords, yet, as the Judgment of 
their Lordſhips againſt the Earl of Macclesfield gave Occa- 
ſion to an Addreis from the Houſe of Commons to the King, 
it will be neceflary here to add, That the Commons with 
their Speaker went up to the Houſe of Peers ; where Mr 
Speaker having demanded Judgment againft Thomas Earl of 
Macclesfield, for the High Crimes and Miſdemeanors of 
which he was impeached by the Commons, the Lords, by 
the Mouth of Sir Peter King *, Lord Chief Juſtice of the 
Court of Common-Pleas, their Speaker, pro Tempore, gave 
the following Judgment, viz. © That Thomas Earl of Mac- 
* clesfield be fined in the Sum of Thirty Thouſand Pounds 
* unto our Sovereign Lord the King; and that he be impri- 
* foned in the Tower of London, and there kept in ſafe 
* Cuſtody, until he ſhall pay the ſaid Fine.” 

May 31. It was reſolved, Nem. Con. That an humble 
Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, © That he would be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed to order, That the Fine impoſed by the 
Houſe of Lords, on Thomas Earl df Macclesfield, or any 
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Which is ordered 
to de printed. 


The Commons de- 
mand Jedgmnent 
met the El of 
b. % le ned, whe 
is 4 34,000 


The H-uſe addreſo 
tie Kin that the 
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XI. Ads in Chan- 
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Arno 11. Geo.T. Part thereof, as the ſame ſhail be paid into the Exchequer, 
iſſued and paid into the Court of Chancery, to be applied 


Wh'ch hi: Mate- 
Ry conſents to. 


The King's Speech 


cowards making good any of the Loſſes of the Suitors occa- 
ſioned by the Deficiencies of the Maſters of the ſaid Court 
as that Court ſhall think fit to direct.“ And it was order d, 
that the faid Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty by ſuch 
Members of the Houſe as are of his Majeſty's mott Honour- 
able Privy Council. About half an Hour after, Mr Robert 
_ Walpole reported to the Houſe, That the faid Addreſs had 
been preſented to his Miyelty ; and that his Majeſty had 
commanded him to acquaint the Houſe, That he would give 
the neceſſary Orders according to the Defire of the Houſe. 

The ſame Day the King being come to the Houſe of 
Lords, with the utual State, and the Commons being ſent 
for up and attending, his Majeſty gave the Royal Afient to 
the Bill in Favour of the late Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke, 
and to ſeveral other Bills. 

After which the Lord King, Speaker of the Houſe of Lords, 
read his Majeſty's Speech to both Houſes of Parliament, as 
lows : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Am come to put an End to this Seſſion of Parliament, 
« Þ| which, though it has been extended to an 
„Length, has been ſo well employed for the Service and 
<« Intereſt of the Publick, that I aſſure myſelf it will be to 
< the general Satisfaction of the Nation. 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
The prudent Uſe you have made of the preſent flou- 

« riſhing State of Credit, by a certain Reduction of more 
% than three Millions ſeven hundred Thouſand Pounds to an 
6 Intereſt of Four per Cent. and by a wiſe Proviſion for the 
Redemption thereof by Parliament, without farther No- 
a tice, on Payment of ſuch Sums as the Circumitances of 
ce the Government will from Time to Time admit, has ſe- 
e cured a conſiderable Addition to the Sinking Fund, not 
s ſubje& to the Hazard of future Events. 

« You have not only raiſed the Supply for the Service of 
« the current Year, at the loweit Rate of Intereſt that has 
«© been ever known, but without laying any new Burthen on 
% my People, you have enabled me to diſcharge the Debts 
« of my Civil Government: Debts contracted by neceſlary 
and unavoidable Expences, and in Support of ſuch Mea- 
*« ſures of Government as have greatly increaſed the Happt- 
„ neſs of my People: You have thereby ſhewn your juft 
Regard to my Honour, and the Dignity of the Crown. 


My 


( 349 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

« As all our publick Bleſſings are the happy Effects of the 
general Tranquility we now enjoy, I cannot but expreſs 
„ my Satisfaction in the Proviſion you have made, for ſup- 
preſſing and preventing Diiturbances and Commotions in 
« thoſe Parts where the Peace of the Kingdom might have 
« been muit endanger'd. 

Nothing more remains neceſſary, than to tell you, that 
entirely depend on the faithful Diſcharge of your Du- 
ties in your ſeveral Stations, and on your conſtant Care in 


“your reſpective Countries, to preſerve the Peace and Quiet 
« of the Publick ; but I know not how to part with you 


* without firlt returning you my very hearty Thanks for the 
| many repeated Inſtances you have, in this Sefton, given 
| « me of your Duty and Affection; all ſuch Returns ma 
z as can be made by the moſt indul- 
« gent Prince to an affectionate and loyal People. 


| Then the Lord King, by his Majeſty's Command, prorogued 2— 
the Parliament to the firſt of July; 3 They were afterwards procogued. 
farther prorogued to the 2oth of January. 

Sek Ef 

| 

| SPEECHESad DEBATES 


In the FourTH SESSION of the 
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Second Parliament of King GEORGE I. 


HE Parliament being met at Weſtminſter on the Anno tz. Geo; 1. 
1 2oth of January, purſuant to their laſt Prorogation, 728. 
the King went to the Houſe of Peers with the uſual 
State, and the Commons being come thither, the King, | 
| by the Mouth of the Lord High Chancellor, made the 
' following Speech to both Houſes : 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
Have had ſuch frequent Experience of the Wiſdom Tue xing's$peech 
| and Zeal of this Parliament, on many important Oc- — 
caſions, that it is with Pleaſure I now meet you again, 
and I make no Doubt but that your Endeavours for the 


„Good and Service of your Country will be as ſucceſsful 
as they have hitherto been. 


« 'The diſtreſs'd Condition of ſome of our Proteſtant Bre- 

A thren abroad, and the Negotiations and Engagements en- 
< tred into by ſome Foreign Powers, which ſeem to have 
4 laid the Foundation of new Troubles and Diſturbances in 
| — Europe, 


r 
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Europe, and to threaten my Subjects with the Loſs of 


ſeveral of the moſt advantageous Branches of their Trade, 


obliged me without any Loſs of Time, to concert with 
other Powers, ſuch Meaſures, as might give a Check to the 
ambitious Views of thoſe, who are endeavouring to render 
themſelves formidable, and put a Stop to the further Pro- 
greſs of ſuch dangerous Deſigns. For theſe Ends I have 
entred into a defenſive Alliance with the moſt Chrillian 
King and the King of Pruftia, to which ſeveral other 
Powers, and particularly the St:ices-Generc], have been in- 
vited to accede, and I have not the leaft Reaſon to doubt 


of their Concurrence. This Treaty ſhall in a ſhort Time 


be laid before you. 

Buy theſe Means, and by your Support and Aſſiſtance, I 
truſt in God, I ſhall be able not only to ſecure to my 
own Subjects the Enjoyment of many valuable Rights and 


Privileges long fince acquir'd for them by the moſt folemn 


Treaties, but effectually to preſerve the Peace and Balance 
of Europe, the only View and End of all my Endeavours. 
Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 


4% have order'd the Eſtimates for the Service of this 


Year to be prepar'd and laid before you, which, from 
an Unwillingneſs I always have to put my Subjects to an 


extraordinary Expence by any unneceſſary Precautions, are 


form'd upon the Foot of employing no greater Number 
of Forces, than was thought neceſſary the laſt Year ; for 
which, if the Supplies you give ſhall be fully and effec- 
tually raiſed, I ſhall be enabled to have a ſtrong Fleet at 
Sea early in the Spring. If the Poſture of Affairs ſhall at 


any Time make it neceſſary to augment our Maritime 


Force, I confide fo entirely in the Zeal and Affection of 
my Parliament, that I aſſure myſelf you will enable me 
to make ſuch an Addition to the Number of Seamen, as 
ſhall be found requiſite. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 
It is not to be doubted, but the Enemies to my Go- 
vernment will conceive Hopes, that ſome favourable Op- 
rtunity for renewing their Attempts may offer, from 
the Proſpect of new Troubles and Commotions : They are 
already very buſy by their Inſtruments and Emiſfaries in 


thoſe Courts, whoſe Meaſures ſeem moſt to favour their 


Purpoſes, in ſoliciting and promoting the Cauſe of the 
Pretender ; but I perſuade myſelf, notwithſtanding the 
Countenance and Encouragement they may have receiv'd, 


or flatter themſelves with, the Proviſion you ſhall make | 


for the Safety and Defence of the Kingdom will effectually 


« ſecure us from any Attempts from Abroad, and render all 


i ſuch Projects vain and abortive. 


When 
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** When the World ſhall fee that you will not ſuffer the Anno 12. Geo. 1. 


„Britin Crown and Nation to be menaced and inſulted, , 
«+ thole, who molt envy the preſent Happineſs and Tran- 
*- quility of this Kingdom, and are endeavouring to make 
us ſubſervient to their Ambition, will conſider their own 
Intereſt and Circumſtances, before they make any Attempt 
upon ſo brave a People, ſtrengthened and ſupported by 
„ prudent and powerful Alliances, and though 1 to 
g ſerve the Peace, able and ready to defend themſelves 


„ig nut the Efforts of all Aggreſſors. Such Reſolutions 


«* and ſuch NIeaſures timely taken, I am ſatisfy d, are the 
«+ molt effectual Means of preventing a War, and continuing 
to us the Bleſſings of Peace and Proſperity.” 


Jan. 20. The Commons being return'd to their Houſe, and Sir Robert 


Mr Speaker having reported his Majeſty's Speech, Sir Ro- 
bert Sutton “, Knight of the Shire for Nottingham, mov'd, 

and being ſeconded, it was refolv'd, That an humble Ad- 
dreſs be preſented to his Majeſty for his gracious Speech ; and 
a Committee was appointed to draw up an Addreſs upon the 
ſaid Reſolution ; which was accordingly the next Day * 
ported to the Houie by Sir Robert Sutton, and agreed to. 


Jon. 22. The fame was preſented 6 his Majeſty by the 
whole Houſe as follows : 


Moſt Gracious 


7; 


1725-20 


Sutton 
moves for an Ad- 


dreia of Thanks, 


Sovereign, 
6 E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the Tie Autres, 


0 Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſſembled, 
beg Leave moſt unfeignedly to congratulate your 's 
* ſafe and happy Arrival in this Kingdom. Nothing can md 
* the Dread and Anxiety which filled the Breaſts of your good 
People, whilſt your Majeſty's facred Perſon was expos d to 


the Perils of tempeſtuous Seas; but the univerſal Joy that 


vas inſtantly diffus'd throughout the Kingdom, upon the 
* welcome News of your Majeſty's being ſafely landed on the 
* Britith Shore. 

We return your Majeſty our humbleſt Thanks for your 
* moſt gracious Speech from the Throne; and cannot ſuffici- 
«* ently acknowledge your Majeſty's great Attention and Care 


| - for the Preſervation of the Feace amd Proſperity of this Na 


* tion, and the general Tranquility of Europe. 
© The tender Regard and Compaſſion, which your Majeſty 
has expreſſed for the diſtreſſed Proteſtants abroad, wall give 
* great Satiafathon to all, whoſe Profeſſion of the ſame Reli- 
gion mult inſpire them with a juſt Reſentment of the Injuries 
and Perſecutions which they ſuffer for the Sake of it. 5 
Lour 
„Mad a Ligkt of the Bath, Tue 17. 1725. 
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* Your Majeſty's Vigilance in watching over and diſcon- 


, © certing the ambitious \'iews and Deſigns of thoſe, that are 


« endeavouring to render themſelves formidable; your Wiſdom 


_ © carly forming and entering into Alliances with Powers 


© beſt able to withſtand the common Danger, and to put a 
Stop to the farther Progreſs of the Negotiations carrying on 
* by other Powers, and your particular Concern tor the 


* Trade and Commerce of theſe Nations, call upon us for all 


© poſſible Returns of Duty and Gratitude. 
And that your Majeſty's unwearied Endeavours for the 


particular Intereſts of your own Subjects of theſe Kingdoms, 


ries and Inflruments ſhould be waiting for every Opportunity, 


* and for preventing a War, may have their defir'd Effect, 
* we, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Commons, pro- 
* miſe and aſſure your Majeſty, that we will with the greateft 
© Chearfulneſs, Unanimity and Diſpatch, fo effeQually raiſe 
© the Supplies for this Year, that your Majeſty may be en- 


abled to have a ſtrong Fleet at Sca early in the Spring, ſuffi- 


« cient to protect and defend the Kingdom, to ditappoint the 


© Hopes of the Enemies to your Majeſty's Government, and 


© reſent any Infults and Attempts that may be vainly projected 
© and undertaken. 

It is not to be wonder'd at, that in the low State to 
© which the Affairs of the Pretender are reduced, his Emiſſa- 


* that has the Appearance of being tavourable to their lan- 
* guiſhing Cauſe ; and as they have been very buſy in foreign 


Courts, the Diſaffected and Diſcontented here have not been 


© 1efs induſtrious, by falſe Rumours and Suggeſtions to fill the 
© Minds of the People with groundleſs Fears and Alarms, 
© in order to affect the Publick Credit, and, by diſtreſſing the 


© Government, give Encouragement to the Enemies of our 


Peace. | 
* But we promiſe ourſelves that the Prudence, Temper, 
© and Reſolution of thoſe that truly conſult their own Inter- 


© eſt, and wiſh well to their Country, will, on the one 


Hand, prevent and obviate the Miſchiefs that, by too 
great Credulity and vain Fears, they may bring upon them- 
© ſelves; and, on the other Hand, we are determin'd to con- 
© vince the World, that if thoſe who moſt envy our preſent 


* Happineſs and Tranquility, ſhall ſo far preſume upon the 


« juſt Senſe and Value we have for theſe ineſtimable Bleſlings, 
as ſtill to purſue their deſperate Meaſures ; how deſirous {o- 
© ever we may be of Peace, we will not ſuffer your Maje- 
* fty and the Britiſh Nation to be inſulted ; but that we will, 


© to the utmoſt of our Power, as the Exigency and Neceflity 
of Affairs ſhall require, ſtand by, and ſupport your Majeſty 
< againſt all Attempts to diſturb tae publick Repole.” 


To 
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To this Addreſs his Mijelty return d the following Anſwer. 


Gentlemen, 

1 1 Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad- 
„ dreſs. I make no Doubt but you will ſoon be ſenſible 
of the good Fife of this ſeaſonable Vigour and Refolu- 
tion. You may be aſſured, that I ill make no Uſe of 
the Confidence you repoſe in me, but for preſerving to us 
te the Bleſſings of Peace, and for promoting the Honour and 
* Intereſt of this Kingdom.” 


Jan. 22. The Commons tool into Conſideration his Maje- 
ſy's Speech to both Houſes, and a Motion being made for a 
Supply, the ſame was referred to the Grand Committee on 
the 24th Inſtant. 

Jan. 24. The Commons went into a Grand Committee, 
to conſider of the Motion for granting a Supply to his Maje- 
ſty, which was unanimouſly reſolv'd upon. 

Jan. 28. The Houſe having reſolv'd itſelf into a Grand 
Committee, conſider d firther of the Supply, and in par- 
ticular of the Charge of the Guards, Garriſons, and other 


his Majefty's Land Forces in Great-Britain for the Year 1726. 


Mr Henry Pelham open'd the Debate, and mov'd, That 
Provifion be made for the ſame Number of Men, for Guards, 
Garriſons, and Land Forces, for the Year 1726, as were 


provided for the laſt Year. This was oppos'd by Mr Ship- 


pen, who thereupon ſtood up, and ſpoke as follows : 
Mr Speaker, 


Anno 12. Ceo. I. 
725-26. 


The King's Anſwer 


reto. 


A Supply voted. 


Debate concerning 
the Number of 
Land-Forces for 
the Year 1726, 


Mr H. Pelham. 


Mr Shippen. 


* My Sentiments concerning a Standing Army in Time 


of Peace are well known here, and it may ſeem unneceſſary, 
perhaps be thought impertinent, in me to debate anew on 
a worn and exhauſted Topic, when other Gentlemen, 
who entertain the fame Sentiments, are pleaſed to be ſilent. 
But ſurely the Queſtion before you is not become a Motion 


of Courſe ; ſurely as long as the Grievance is continued on 


one hand, ſo long there is a Right of Complaint on the 


other; and that Complaint, I ſhould think, may without 


Offence be continued, till it can be proved, that the Bri- 
tith Government is in its nature Military, or ought to be 
made fo. ; 


| © I do not intend to trouble you with what I have for- 


merly urged, or to uſe any Argument drawn from the Expence 
and Burthen, or from the Terror and Oppreſſion, which 
have been brought upon this and other Nations, by raiſing 
and keeping up a greater Number of Forces, than were ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary in Time of Peace: Not but that the 


| 
1 


Gradations, by which Armies, with all their Inconveniences, 
| Wo. have 
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Ann» 12. Geo. I. have been firſt introduced into Free States, and afterwards 


1725-2. 


impoſed upon them, ought to be had in perpetual Remem- 

| brance. We ought never to forget, that ſuch Steps have 
been uſually taken, to gratify the Views of ambitious Prin- 
ces, to carry on the Schemes of evil Minitters, to terrify 
Parliaments into Obedience, and to make the Members 

| of them dumb Spectators of the Miſeries of their Country. 

© I will not infiſt on theſe Arguments, however juſt in 
themſelves, however proper on other Occaſions, becauſe they 
would be unapplicable to the preſent Situation of our Af- 
fairs. For we have a Prince, whoſe only Aim is to continue 
to us the Bleſſings of Peace and Plenty ; We have a Mini- 
ſtry, whoſe Merits are above my Commendations ; We 
have a Parliament, which acts with a Spirit ſuperior to all 
Influences, and to all "Temptations. Beſides, every Year has 
its particular Circumſtances, and thoſe particular Circum- 
ſtances ought to guide our Reſolutions, when we are making 
our annual Parliamentary Proviſions for the Publick Service. 
I thought our Circumſtances both at Home and Abroad, 
were ſo proſperous the laſt Seſſion, that we might without 
Hazard have diſbanded at leaſt the Four 'Thouſand Augmenta- 
tion-Troops. [See p. 326] But the Majority of the Houſe was 
of another Opinion. There was then indeed a Rendezvous, 
though not a formed Congreſs, of Plenipotentiaries, vying 
with each other in the Splendor of their Equipages and the 
Magnificence of their Entertainments at Cambray, which 
had for ſome time employed our Speculations, and promiſed 
you Events to the World. And it was thought good Po- | 
icy to ſhew the Negotiating Powers, by continuing our | 
Army, that, if they would not accept his Majeſty's Plan for 
ſettling the Balance of Power, and tor eſtabliſhing the Tran- 
quility of Europe, Great Britain was ready to do her Part 
towards compelling them to a Compliance. But that Po- | 
licy proved ineffectual, and that Negotiation appears at laſt | 
to have wanted Subſtance, as well as Form, and to have 
produc'd nothing to Great Britain, but an Increaſe of the ] 
Civil Lift Debt, as we were given to underſtand the laſt ( 
| 
a 


Seſſion, in a Debate on that Subject, by one that knew | 
© But we are now told, that prudent and powerful Alli» | 
ances are actually made, and that what was only attempted 
at Cambray, has been fully accompliſhed at Herenhauſen. 
Nor can there be any doubt, but that his Majeity's exten- | 
five Care over all his Foreign and Domeltick Concerns, but | 
that his alternate Reſidence here and abroad, as it hath 
procured, fo it would, with the Advice of a good Miniſtry, 
and without the Aid of a great Army, preſerve to us, thro' 
tze whole Courſe of his Reign, that Security and thoſe | 
Bleſſings 
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Bleſſings we now enjoy. For, whether at home or abroad, Aue 12. Geo. 1. 


his Influence is irreſiſtible, becauſe his Counſels are wiſe, 
and his Deiigns are juit. Nor am I altered in this Opinion 
by wiut has happened at Glaſgow in Scotland, or at Thorn 
in Poland. ; 

* For, if I am rightly informed, the Tumult at Glaſgow 
was no more than a Mob, compoſed chiefly of Women, a 
mere Mock-Retemblance of an Amazonian Army, that might 


have been quelled by the Inter poſition of the Civil Authori- 


ty, without Kecourte to that Military Ven „Which was 
exccuted there. Such Commotions we ariſe almoſt in 
every Nation, when the Occativus of the Publick call for 
new and extraord.nary Taxes ; and yet they are generally 
deſpiſed, as unputent Efforts againit Eftabliſked Govern- 
ments, and leit to be puniſhed by the Laws of the Country. 
But, now all is quiet, now all is ſafe in Scotland; not the 
leaſt Murmur is heard againſt the Adminiſtration : The 


Highland Clans have been diſarmed without any Diltur- 
| bance ; they rejoice, we are told, in their Submithon, and 
are brought to a perfect Senſe of their Duty to his Majeſty, 


by the obliging Behaviour and prudent Conduct of the 


General, whoſe Province it was to enforce the Act of 


Parliament againſt them. | 

As to the important Affair of Thorn; which, by the 
way, was no Act of Retaliation, as ſome, who neither con- 
ſider the Circumſtance of Time nor Things, would infinu- 
ate, but the Effect of a Spirit of Perſecution ; we are aſſur- 


ed that his Majeſty has done more towards obtaining the 


deſired Satisfaction for the barbarous and unchriſtian Crue!- 
ties committed there, and gained greater Conceſſions from 
the Catholick Princes, by his Pacifick Mediation, and by 


his Perſonal Intereſt, than he could probably have done by 


rougher Reſorts, by threatening, or even by entering into, 
2 Religious War. Nor can Malice itſelf ſuppoſe, that, 
whillt he is reſenting the Violation of Treaties ; he would 
do any thing, that would but look like an Infraction of the 
Limitation in the Act of Succeſſion, which reſtrains the 
Crown from involving Great Britain in any Foreign Diſ- 
putes, except where her own immediate Intereſts and Alli- 


ances are concerned. 


I hope we conceive no ill Omens, I hope we have no 


Apprehenſions, from the French King's Marriage to the 
Daughter of the Pretender to the Crown of Poland ; no 
Diſtruſt, that ſuch an Alliance can ſhake our late Proteſtant 
Treaty with that young Prince ; no Jealouſy, that he will 
follow the Example of the Emperor and the King of Spain, 
by engaging in a clandeſtine League, without our Know- 
ledge, and to cur Prejudice, I mutt own, that would be a 
Yy2 melancholy 
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Anne 12. Geo. 1. melancholy Conſideration. For then an Army of twice 


Mr Hey ſham. 
IIa e: ford. 


Eighteen tiouſand Men would not be ſufficlent to defend that 
Cauſe, which his Majeſty has hitherto ailerted, with fo much 
Glory to himſelf, with ſo much Advantage to the Proteſtant 
Part of Europe. | 

Tuas a notorious Say ing, and the avowed Policy of one 
of our late famous State ſinen, u ho lived till after the Revo- 
lution, and was thouglit u ſecret Inſtrument in it, that, not- 
withitanding the None u Clamour of the People againſt 
Soldiers in Time of Peace, the eaſieſt and belt Way of 
governing England was by an Army; and that a Minitter fo 
uarded might proſecute his own Meaſures with Safety and 
acceſs, and ſoon male the boatting Aſſertors of Liberty and 
Property, as tame as a Flock of Turkies, and drive them 
which Way he pleaſed. This gives us a true Idca of ſome 
forts of modern Policy, and of the Infolence of that Man in 
Authority, who ruined his Prince by the very Methods be 
would have enſlaved his I'c:low-Subje&s ; but not of the Ge- 
mus of the People of England. For he found another Spirit 
in them; he found, they perpetually ſtruggled with him in 
Defence of the Church and State, when he was endeavouring 
to ſacrifice both, as he did his own Honour and Conſcience, 
in order to erect an arbitrary and unlimited Dominion in 
theſe Kingdoms. Nor could they endure his Return into 
Power after the Revolution, tho' he was countenanced by 
King William himſelf, and tho' his meritorious Perfidy was 
ſtrongly pleaded in his Favour. But they continued their Op- 
poſition to him, till they had accompliſhed his Diſgrace ; and 
{till his Memory is as deteſtable, as his Adminiſtration was 
wicked, tho' he neither aggrandized his Family, nor aug- 
mented his Eſtate by the Spoils of the Publick. 

Now we are to hope the military Principles of this States- 
man are dead with him, and we are ſure good Miniſters can 
never purſue the Maxims of bad ones, becauſe the Means of 
their Actions mult neceſſarily be as different, as the Ends 
are. "Tis therefore unintelligible to me, how the keeping 
up an Army in Time of Peace, which has formerly been 
thought criminal Advice in Miniſters, as being incompati- 
ble with our Conſtitution, ſhould now be annually recom- 
mended to Parliament by our modern Patriots, as the only 
Method of ſecuring us in the Poſſeſſion of our Laws and 
Liberties. I fay, this is unintelligible to me, and till the 
ſeeming Paradox can be reconciled to Reaſon, I mult beg 
Leave conitantly to oppoſe Queſtions of this Nature. 


Mr Shippen was ſupported by Mr. Heyſham, Mr Hunger. 
ford, and others, who inſiſted on the reducing the Four Thor- 
ſand Men that were rais'd ſome Years ago, [See f. 291] . 
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an extraordinary Occaſion, and which were now become al- 
together unneceſſary, fince on the one Hand Great Britain 
ei1ju”'d at preſent a happy and perfect Tranquility, which 
oem d firmly ſecur'd by the late diſarming of the Highlands 
of Scotland; and, on the other Hand, it having already been 
unanimouſly refolv'd, to enable his Majetty to have a ſtrong 
Fleet at Sea early in the Spring, this they thought ſufficient 
for the Safety and Defence of the Kingdom, effectually to 
ſecure us from any Attempts from abroad, and to render all 
Projects of the Pretender's Inflruments and Emiſſaries vain 
and abortive.“ To this it was anſwer'd by Mr Henry Pel- 
ham“ and Hon. Mr Verney, That it would be highly im- 
prudent to leſſen the Number of our Land Forces, at a 


_ Time when ſome foreign Powers who endeavour'd to make 


themſelves formidable, and threaten us with the Loſs of our 
moſt advantageous Branches of our Trade, were augmenting 
theirs. That the Alliances his Majeſty was lately enter d into, 
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to check ſuch ambitious Views, and put a Stop to the far- 


ther Progreis of ſuch dangerous Deſigns, might make it ne- 
ceſſary to ſend ſome Land Forces abroad, in Support of thoſe 
Alliances ; and that in ſuch a Cafe, the leaving the Kingdom 
without a ſufficient Number of Men for Guards and Garri- 


ſons, would be too great a Temptation to the Enemies of the 


Government, who are continually watching for favourable 


Opportunities for renewing their Attempts, and diſturbing 


the happy Repoſe we enjoy. Sir Joſeph Jekyl, having here- 
upon declar d, That he was indeed the laſt Year for re- 
ducing Part of the Army; but that the Face and Poſture 
of Affairs in Europe being ſince changed, he thought it 
now unſafe ; His Opinion had fo great Weight, that, with- 
out any farther Debate, it was reſolv'd, I. That the Num- 
ber of effective Men to be provided for Guards and Garri- 
ſons in Great Britain, and for Guernſey and Jerſey, for the 
Year 1726, be, including 1815 Invalids, and 324 Men, 


which the fix Independent Companies conſiſt of for the Ser- 


vice of the Highlands, 18,264 Men, Commiſſion and Non- 
Commiſſion Officers included. II. That a Sum not exceed - 
ing 655,1781. be granted to his Majeſty for defraying the 
Charge of the faid 18,226 effective Men, for the Year 1726. 

Fan. 29. Theſe Reſolutions were reported to the Houſe 


by Mr Farrer, and agreed to; after which it was refolv'd, 


That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, That 
the late Treaties of Peace and Commerce concluded between 
the Emperor and the King of Spain might be laid betore 
the Houle. 
February 


„ Secretory at War, 


su J. Jekyl. 
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February 9. Mr William Pulteney mov'd, © That a Com- 
mittee be appointed to ſtate the publick Debts as they ſtood 
on the 25 th of December, 1714, with what Debts have been 
incurr'd fince that Time, till the 25th of December 172;, 
diſtinguiſhing how much of the ſaid Debts have been pro- 
vided for, and how much remain unprovided for by Parlia- 
ment. He was ſeconded by Mr Daniel Pulteney, and back d 
by Sir Joſeph Jekyl ; Hereupon Sir Robert Walpole ſtood 

and endeavour'd to ſhew, © That fuch an Inquiry was 
unſeaſonable and prepoſterous, and that it might give a dan- 
gerous Wound to publick Credit at this critical Juncture, 
when Money d-Men were already but too much alarmed by 
the Appearances of an approaching War; urging, That in 


the preſent Poſture of Affairs, they could not better expreſs 


their Love to their Country, than by making good their 
Promiſes and Affurances to his Majeſty at the Beginning of 
this Seſſion, and with the greateſt Diſpatch raiſing the ne- 


ceſſary Supplies, to enable his Majeſty to make good his late 


Sir R. Walpole. 
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Engagements, for the Welfare of his Subjects, to diſappoint 
the Hopes of the Enemies to his Government, and to reſent 
any Inſults that may be offer'd to his Crown and Dignity.” 


Mr Barnard, Member for the City of London, confirm'd 


what Sir Robert Walpole had ſaid, as to the Danger of in- 
creaſing the Alarm of Money d-Men, which had already fo 
much affected publick Credit, that the Stocks were within a 
few Weeks fallen 121. or 14 J. per Cent. But Sir Thomas 
Pengelly, having ſpoken for the Motion, Sir Robert Walpole 


reply d to him. Hereupon Mr William Pulteney ſtood up 


and declar d, That he made this Motion with no. other 


View, than to give that Great Man an Opportunity to thew | 


his Integrity to the whole World, which would finiſh his 
ſub''me Character: To which Sir Robert Walpole anſwer d, 
*'\ 127 this Compliment would have come out with a better 
Cee, and appear'd more fincere, when that fine Gentleman 
had himſelf a Share in the Management of the Publick 
Money, than now he was out of Place.” Then the Queſtion 
being put upcn Mr Pulteney's Motion, it was carry d in the 
Negative, by 262 Votes againſt 89. | 
The ſame Day Sir Robert Walpole acquainted the Houſe, 
That he had received his Majefty's Commands to lay before 
the Houſe the Treaty between his Majeſty, the molt 
Chriſtian King, and the King of Pruſſia, made at Hanover 
tie zd of September i725 ; and that his Majeſty had like- 
wiſe commanded him to lay before the Houſe, purſuant to 
their Addreſs to his Mzjctty, the late Treaties of Peace and 
Commerce concluded between the Emperor and the King of 
Spain. And he preſented Copies of the faid Treaties, with 


Tranſlations of them, to the Houſe : together with a Lit 7 
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the ſaid Treaties ; which Liſt being read, it was Reſolv'd to anno 12. Ceo. 1. 


take the ſaid Treaties into Conſideration on the 15th Inſtant. — 
Feb. 16. The Houſe proceeded to take into Conſideration 


1525-26. 


the above recited Treaties, which, by his Majeſty Command, debate thereun. 


had been laid before the Houſe. After the reading thereof 


Mr Horatio Walpole * open'd the Debate with a Speech, . u Walpole. 


wherein he laid before the Houſe the State and Poſture of 
Affairs in Europe, from the Peace of Utrecht to this preſent 
Time, and took Notice, That fince his Majeſty's happy 
Acceſſion to the Throne of this Realm, his conſtant Care 
and Endeayours had been to ſettle the Balance of Power on 
a ſolid Foundation, and to preſerve and ſecure the 'Tran- 
quility of Chriſtendom; to protect and defend the Proteitant 
Cauſe, and promote the Honour and Intereſt of his Britiſh 


Subjects. That with theſe great Views, his Majeſty was be- 


come Mediator and Guarantee both of the Barrier Treaty 
concluded in 1715, and of the Convent:on made in 1718, 
for the Execution of that Treaty, between the 

and the States General of the United Provinces. That 


in the Year 1716, his Majeſty concluded a Defenſive Al- 


lance with the Emperor; and in 1717, another with the 
molt Chriſtian King and the States General; the genuine 
Defign of both which Treaties was only to preſerve the 
publick Repoſe of Chriſtendom, eftabliſh'd by the Peace 
of Utrecht, and to guaranty the Succeſſion to the Crown 
of Great Britain in the Proteſtant Line. That in order 
to fortify all the ſaid Treaties, and to extinguiſh the War 
which the Spaniards had kindled in Italy, his Majeſty 
in 1718, made a Convention with the moit Chriſtian King, 
for propoſing Ultimate Conditions of Peace between the 
Emperar and the King of Spain, and between his Im- 


perial Majeſty and the then King of Sicily. That this 


Convention was, a few Days after, follow'd by a Treaty of 
Alliance between the Emperor, the King of Great Britain, 


and the moſt Chriſtian King, which, by their Miniſters, was 


concluded at London, and ſign'd on the 22d of July 1718, 
and in which the States General were named as one of the 
Contracting Parties, upon a Suppoſition, that their High 


Mightineſſes would come into it, from whence this Treaty 


was named the Quadruple Alliance. That a few Months 


after the King of Sicily was admitted into this Treaty, and at 


length the King of Spain himſelf was forced to accede to it, 
which * owing to the generous Aſſiſtance his Bri- 
tannick Majeſty gave the Emperor in the Mediterranean. 
That there remaining ſome Points ſtill controverted between 
the Emperor and King of Spain, the ſame were referr 1 


* His Majehy's EA, Pleniqutentiary at the Curt of France 
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be amicably determined in a Congreſs, which was afterwar:s 


open d at Cambray, under the Mediation of his Britaunick 


Majeſty and the moſt Chriſtian King. That by Rea- 
ſon of ſeveral Difficulties, induſtriouſly raiſed by the 
Courts of Vienna and Madrid, the great Pains taken for 
tarce Years by the Minifiers Mediators, proved unſucceſsful ; 
and, at laſt, the Congreſs was ſuddenly diſſolv d, upon Ad- 
vice that the Emperor and the King of Spain ſecret!y 
had adjuſted the Differences between them, and concluded a 
Treaty of Peace at Vienna. That this unexpected Event 
occafion'd no imall Surmize, and raiſed Jealoufies, which ap- 
pear'd to be the better grounded, when it was known. 
That the ſaid Treaty of Peace was ſoon follow'd by a Trea- 
ty of Commerce, the main Deſign of which was to ſupport 
and countenance the Eaſl-India Company ſome Years before 
eſtabliſh'd at Oſtend, by granting to the Inhabitants of the 
Auſtrian Netherlands greater Privileges, both in the Eaſt and 
Weſt- Indies, than were ever granted either to the Engliſh or 
Dutch, which viſibly tended to the entire Ruin of many va- 
luable Branches of our Trade, and was contrary to ſeveral 
folemn Treaties ſtill in Force. That thereupon his Majeſty, 
ever watchful for the Intereſt of his Britiſh Subjects, had 
cauſed lively Repreſentations to be made againſt the ſaid Treaty 
of Commerce, both to the Emperor and King of Spain. That 
at the Court of Madrid theſe Complaints were receiv'd with 
Coldneſs, and at that of Vienna with Stiffneſs and Haughti- 
neſs, even to ſuch a Degree, that the Imperial Miniſters did 
not ſtick to infinuate, that if his Britannick Majeſty perſiſted 
in his Reſolution to take Meaſures in Oppoſition to the Trea- 
ties of Vienna, his Imperial Majeity would not only think 
himſelf diſengaged from the Guarantuy of the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion to the Crown of Great-Pritain ; but that the fame 
might be attended with Conſequences in relation to his Ma- 
jelty's Dominions in Germany. That theſe inſulting Me 
naces made no Impreſſion on his Majeſty's Firmneſs, nor 
deterr'd him from his fix'd Reſolution of concerting, with 
other Powers, ſuch Meaſures as might give a Check to the 
ambitious Views of thoſe who endcavour'd to render them- 
ſelves formidable: That theſe Meaſures ſeem'd to be the 
more neceſſary, becauſe there were juſt Grounds to believe, 
that the unforeſeen Reconciliation of the Emperor and King 
of Spain was owing to the conſtant View of the Houle of 
Auſtria, of rendering the Imperial Dignity Hereditary in 
their Family. That in order to that, it might be reaſonably 
ſuppoſed, That the Treaties of Vienna were to be cemented 
by a Match between the Emperor's eldeſt Daughter and the 
Infunte Don Carlos. That it was eaſy to foreſee the Conſe- 
quences of ſuch a Marriage. For the Iffue-Male that 2 
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come from it, might, in Time, be poſſeſs'd not only of all 5 


the Hereditary Dominions belonging to the Houſe of Auttria, 
and of the Imperial Dignity, but alſo of all the Dominions of 


the Spaniſh Monarchy ; which would entirely overthrow the 


Balance of Power, and render the Liberties of all the reſt of 
Europe very precarious. That this Suppoſi 
1 probable to any one who conſider d, that 
was ſcarce any other Way of Accounting, either for the Ki 
of Spain's breaking 3 ſolemn Treaties with Gs 
— in 14 the 's Subjects in the Nether- 
or mperor's forgetting ſo far the Obligations 
he had to Great Britain and Holland, as to enter into En- 
rn Recovery of Gibraltar 
and Minorca, to perſiſt in ſupporting and countenancing 
the Oſtend Company, ſtabliſh'd with no © no other View than to 
deprive the Subjects of the Maritime Powers of ſeveral of the 
Branches of their Trade. That in order to 
oe OR to the farther of ſuch dangerous 
gns, his Majeſty, in his great W1 had entred into a 
Defenſive Alliance with the moſt Chriſtian King and the 
King of Pruſſia, to which ſeveral other Powers, and * 
larly the States General, had been invited to accede ; that 
the States of Holland had already done it, and it was not to 
be doubted, but their 8 ſoon be followed oy 
the other United Provinces. That the main View of this 
Alliance was to maintain and preſerve the e publick Repoſs 
and Tranquility of Chriſtendom, and to ſecure to each con- 
the Poſſeſſion of their reſpeftive Dominions 
and Territories, with the Rights, Immunities and Advantages, 
thoſe relating to Trade, which their Subjects en- 


joy d, or ought, by Treaties, to enjoy. And that as his Ma- 


jeſty ever had a Concern for the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt, ſo out P 
diſtreſſed Condition of ſome of our Proteſtant Bre 
land, his Majeſty had not only int his good O 
in che moſt preſſing Manner, in their Favour, but had taken 
the Occaſion of the Defenſive A at —_ 
by a ſeparate Article, the ian Ki 

the Ke be of Pruffia, who, together with his Majeſty, are 
. Treaty of Oliva, to ſee it maintained and 
obſerved in its full Extent, and to cauſe Reparation to be 
made for what may have been done at Thorn, contrary to 
the faid Treaty of Oliva. Concluding, with an Encomium 
upon his Majeſty's Wiſdom, Care, Vigi , Steadineſs and 
Reſolution in the Conduct of all t weighty and impor- 
tant Affairs.“ 

Mr Walpole 
up. and made his Obſervations on moſt of che Points mention d 

YoLh 22 by 


having done Speaking, Mr D. Pulteney ſtcod zi p Pod eres. 
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Mr Walpole, and inſinuated, That the Subje& Matter of 
this Day's Debate was of a very nice Nature, and of thegreat- 
eſt Importance, and therefore they ought maturely to conſider 
of it, before they came to any Reſolution upon it. Another 
Member having ſuggeſted, That it was to be ſuppoſed, that 


the King of Spain did not ſeem to grant any farther Privi- 


Col. Made. 


Mr Shippen. 


Mr H. Pelham. 


leges to the Emperor's Subjects in the Netherlands, than 
what had been granted to the Engliſh, and other moſt fa- 
vour'd Nations; He was anſwer'd by Colonel Bladen, who 


—— to the very Articles of the Treaty of Commerce of 


ienna, whereby it was expreſly ſtipulated, in the Second 
Article, That the Ships of War and Merchant Ships belong - 
ing to the Contracting Parties, or their Subjects, ſhould be 
* allowed full Liberty to frequent the Harbours, Coaſts, and 
Provinces of each other; naming particularly the Eaſt-Indies, 
and without any Exception as to the Spaniſh Weſt- Indies, 
* or any other Reſtraint on the Ships of War and Merchant 
Ships, than not to buy any Thing beſides Victuals and Ma- 
* terials for repairing their Ships: which implied a Permiſſi- 
on to vend their Merchandizes for ready Money; ſo that it 
was manifeſt, that the Subjects of the Auſtrian Low-Countries 
were allowed more extenſive Privileges than ever had been 
granted to any other Nation, contrary to ſeveral Treaties in 
Force between the Crowns of Great Britain and Spain. 
Then Mr Shippen raiſed an ObjeQtion to the Treaty of 
Hanover, viz. © That it would engage the Britiſh Nation in 
a War, for the Defence of his Majeity's Dominions in Ger- 
many, contrary to an expreſs Proviſion made for the ſecuring 
our Religion, Laws and Liberties, in the Act, For farther 
Limitation and Succeſſion of the Crown in the Prote 
Line ; which, being the Baſis and Foundation of the preſent 
Set:lement, was become Part of our Conſtitution, and there- 
fore ought to be ſacred and inviolable. He was anſwer d by 
Mr Henry Pelham, who urged,” 'That the true Meaningand 
Intent of that Limitation was not wholly and for ever to 
deprive his Majeſty's foreign Dominions of any Aſſiſtance 
from this Nation; for if ſo, his Majeſty in that reſpe& would 
be in a worſe Condition upon his Acceſſion to the Britiſh | 
Throne than he was before ; but only to reſtrain the Sove- 


reign, for the future, from engaging the Nation, at his Plea- 


ſure, in a War for the Defence of any Dominions not belong- 
ing to the Crown of England, without the Conſent of Par- 
lament, to whom the Legiſlature wiſely left to judge and 
determine, whether ſuch a War was juſt and neceſſary or 
no ? That for his own Part, he was fully of Opinion, That if 
in the preſent Juncture and Circumſtances of Affairs, his Ma- 
jeſly's foreign Dominions ſhould be attacked or inſulted, this 
Nation ought to ſtand by and ſupport his Majeſty * 


2 
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Friend and Mr Foley raiſed ſome Objections to it. They 


Afur' d the Houſe, That . Majeſty might long ago have 
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all * * whatſoever. And therefore he moved, That Anno 12. Geo. I 
an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to return his . \ 
Majeſty the Thanks of this Houſe for his great Goodneſs 
in communicating the Treaties of Peace and Commerce con- M. 11. P am 
cluded between the Emperor and the King of Spain, and the r. A 
Defenſive Alliance between his Majeſty, the moſt Chriſtian . . king, for 
King, and the King of Pruſſia. To expreſs our juſt Senſe of the ator: Trexties | 
his Majeity's Concern for the Balance and Peace of Europe, , de 
and the Proteſtant Religion ; and, above all, our unfeigned 
Gratitude for his earneſt and ſeaſonable Care of the particu- 
lar Intereſts of his Britiſh Subjects, by forming and entering 
into the ſaid Defenſive Alliance with the moſt Chriſtian King 
and the King of Pruſſia, in order to obviate and diſappoint the 
dangerous Views and Conſequences of the Treaty of Peace 
betwixt the Emperor and the King of Spain; and to preſerve 
the many valuable Rights and Privileges of this Nation, a- 
gainſt the fatal Tendency of the faid 'Treaty of Commerce, 
calculated for the entire Deſtruction of the Britiſh Trade, in 
Breach of ſeveral ſolemn Treaties now in Force. To acknow- 
lege his Majeſty's Prudence and Reſolution, in not letting any 
Attempts or Infinuations whatſoever divert his Majeſty from 
conſulting and ſteadily purſuing the true Intereſt of theſe his 

; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that in Juſtice to and 
Vindication of the Honour and Dignity of the Britiſh Crown, 
this Houſe will effectually ſtand by and ſupport his Majeſty 
againſt all Inſults and Attacks, that any Prince or Power, in 
Reſentment of the juſt Meaſures which his Majeſty has fo 
wiſely taken, ſhall make upon any of his Majeſty's Territories 
2 not belonging to the Crown of Great 

tain.” 

This Motion was ſeconded by Mr Doddington ; but Dr pebate upon that 


S. 


iend. 
ley. 
, -— 
. Yo 


were anſwer d by Sir Joſeph Jekyll, who was reply'd to by 
Sir Thomas Pengelly. After him the Lord Finch flood up, 
and made a ſhort Panegyrick on his Majeſty's illuſtrious Fa- 
mily ; Which his Lordſhip obſerv'd had ever been the 
Bulwark of the Reformation ; and took Notice of the great 
Sufferings of the excellent Princeſs Elizabeth, Daughter to 
King James I, Queen of Bohemia, and his Majeſty's Grand- 
Mel mas Seine of the Proteſtant Religion. Conclud- 

ing, that his Majeſty ſeem'd to have been led to the Britiſh 

Throne by the Hands of Providence, as a Reward for the 

Piety of his Anceſtors.” After this, Mr William Pulteney ſpoke Mr w. Pultcacy. 
againſt the Motion and ſuggeſted, © That the Imperial 

Court's Backwardneſs in granting the Inveſtiture for Bremen 

and Verden, might have been one of the Motives to ſome | 

late Meaſures.” Upon this Sir Robert Walpole ſtood up and Sir R. Walpole. 
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238 had the ſame Inveſtiture, if he would have paid the exorhi- 
—— tant Fees that were demanded ſor it. Upon the whole Mat- 


the Hetil 


ter, the Queſtion being put on Mr Pelham's Motion, it was 


carry'd in the Affirmative by 285 Voices againſt 107. and 
a Committee was appointed to draw up an Addrels according 
to the faid Reſolution. The next Day, Mr Pelham re- 
ported the ſaid Addreſs, which was agreed to. 


Feb. 19. The Houſe preſented the ſaid Addreſs to his 
Majetty as follows. 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 

0 E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, 
e the Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſ- 
ſembled, beg Leave to return your Majeſty our molt hum. 
© ble Thanks for your great Goodneſs, in communicating 
to us the Treaties of Peace and Commerce concluded be- 
peror and the King of Spain, and the De- 


* The Engagements which your Majetty has entred into 
ing and the King of Profk., in coder t» ebvine and 
diſappoint the 1 Views and | Coniny 


> hop this Nation againſt the ul Tendency of the 
id Treaty of Commerce, calculated for the entire De- 
ſtruction of the chief Branches of the Britiſh Trade, and i in 
Breach of the ſeveral folemn Treaties now in Force, call 


upon us to expreſs our moſt unfeigned and grateful Senſe 


your Majeſty's Concern for the Preſervation of the Ba- 
lance and Peace of Europe, the Proteſtant Religion, and 


the particular Intereſt of your Britiſh Subjects. 


And when we reflect upon your Majetty's Prudence and 
© Reſolution, in not letting any Attempts or Inſinuations 


* whatſoever divert you from conſulting and ſteadily purſu- 
© ing the Good and Welfare of theſe your Kingdoms ; we 
think ourſelves obliged, by the e Ties of Duty and 
Affection, to aſſure your Majeſty, that we will, in Juſtice to 
and Vindication of the Honour and Dignity of the Bri- 


© tiſh Crown, ſtand by and ſapport your Majefty againſt all 


© Inſults and Attacks, that any Prince or Power, in Reſent- 
ment of the juſt Meaſures which your Majetty has ſo wiſe 
© ly taken, ſhall make upon any of your Majeity's Territo- 
* ries or Dominions, tho not belonging to the Crown of 
Great Britain. 


Ta 


Alliance between your Majeſty, the moſt Chriſtian 


I 
; 


3 
; 
| 
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To this the King return'd the following Anſwer. —_ 
Gentlemen, | 
Return you my Thanks for this particular Mark of e. Kg An- 
«I your Duty, Affection and Confidence in me. Your Af- twcriturets, 
" —— ————— 
« or inſulted, on account of the Meaſures I have taken for 
« the Intereſt of theſe Kingdoms, will, I hope, be a 
«« to preſerve the Peace and Tranquility of Europe. I have 
« no Views of Ambition to gratify; I have no Thought 
« of aggrandizing myſelf, or extending any Parts of my 
— or the Hazard and Expence of the other; 
and as my er Concern of 


ber for Wendover, was ed 
ying, That Lins wel ht be given to bring 1 | 
pd the Lords . of his Majeſty's Treaſury to mpound wit 
to compound with the Petitioner, for the Debt due from him to gx the 
the Crown. Sir Robert Walpole having acquainted the omni Cen dh. 
Houſe, that the Petitioner had apply d to the and that Crand Committee, 
his Majeſty had commanded him to acquaint the Houſe, 
that his Majeſty gave his Conſent, that the Houſe might do 
therein as they thought fit ; the ſaid Petition was thereupon 
referr'd to the Conſideration of a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, on the 1 1th Inſtant. 
March 4. A Petition of Sir Tho. Lowther, Bart. Member 
for Lancaſter, was preſented to the Houſe and read; ſetting 
forth, That the Site of the diffolv'd Monaſtery of Furneis 
in Lancaſhire and Lands thereto belonging were formerly 
the Eltate of the Preſton Family. That in 1674, this Eſtate, og 
was enjoyed by Sir Thomas Prefion, a Papiſt, who, to pre- T. Lowther, for 
vent its deſcending to the Petitioner's G , conveyed ferne Fee of 
the ſame to Truſtees for ſuperſtitious Uſes. That the Peti- — 1 obey 
tioner and his Anceſtors have been at conſiderable Charges, in Cowa. 
maintaining their own and in recovering the Crown's Title to 
the ſaid Eſtate: That the Petitioner now enjoys the ſaid 
Eſtate by a Leaſe, for 31 Years, of which 22 are yet to 
come; and praying, That as this Eſtate was the Family 
Eſtate, of which they were depriv'd for the Adherence of the 
Petitioner's Grandfather to the Proteſtant z and in 
rr 


at in recovering and — 


os Ove of the Tall o the Excheguer, ee 


. 
- 


( 366 ) 
, Geo... That Leave might be given to bring in a Bill to enable his 
L— = Majeity to grant the Inheritance of the faid Eftate to the 
Petitioner, upon his paying ſuch Conſideration as, according 
to the Nature of the Caſe, ſhould be reaſonable.” Here- 


upon Sir Robert Walpole inform'd the Houſe that 
his Majeſty gave his Conſent to the bringing in ſuch a Bill 
A BU order't ace, a8 ber Ay ad by the Petition; a Bill was order'd to be 
— brought in accordingly. f 

March 7. A Petition of Sir Orlando Bridgman, Bart. 
A Petition of Sir: Member for Blechingly, was preſented to the Houſe and 
Orlando Bridgman read; praying, That Leave may be given to bring in a Bill to 
bie. enable him to purchaſe the Reverſion in Fee of Bowood- 
Park in Wiltſhire, which had been granted for a Term of 
| Years to his Grandfather Sir Orlando Bridgman, Lord 
Chief Juſtice of the Common Pleas, by King Charles IT. 
on Payment of ſuch Conſideration for the ſame, as ſhall be 
ſet by his Majeſty's Surveyor-General. Sir Robert Walpole 
acquainted the Houſe, that his Majeſty 
| ve his Conſent to the bringing in ſuch a Bill, as was defir- 
— — by the Petition, the E., eder d to. be brought 
| in accordingly. Upon Occaſion of Sir Orlando Bridgman 
and Sir Thomas Lowther's Petitions, Mr Hungerford repre- 
ſented, © That through the Generoſity and Bounty of his 
Majeſty's Royal Predeceſſors, the ancient Demeſne of the 
Crown had been ſo curtail'd and diminiſhed, that little was 
left of it; that therefore twas high Time to think of ſome 
| Hereupon Mr Hun- Means or other to recover, at leaſt, ſo much of it as reverted 
celntian ing. to the Crown, by the Determination of former Grants; that 
More Pita fe Was well known how apt the beſt of Princes are to yield to 
purchaing theRe- the Importunities of Courtiers, even to the Detriment of 
Lands, whi.his their own Families and Succeſſors; and therefore he mov d, 
agreed o. That the Houſe would receive no more Petitions for en- 
abling his Majeſty to ſell the Reverſion of Lands held of the 
Crown. He was ſeconded by Mr Freeman ; and nobody op- 

poſing that Motion, it paſs d into a Reſolution. 
The Commons in March 11. The Commons went into a Committee of the 
a grand Commit- whole Houſe, to conſider of the Petition of Richard 


tre conſider of 


vir Hampden's den, Eſq; After the Reading of which Sir William Yonge, 
Debate thereon, Who had brought it in, ſpoke in his Behalf, but was oppo 
Sir W. Tone. by Sir Thomas Hanmer, Mr Bromley, Mr Shippen, Mr 
Sir T. Hanmer. Hungerford, and others; who made juſt Reflections on the 
Mr reg. Crime of m— and imbezzelling publick Money. 
Sir J. El This Charge was much aggravated by what Sir John Eyles, 
| Sub-Governor of the South-Sea Company, declar'd, That it 

appear'd by the balanc'd Accounts of Mr Hawes, one of 

the late Directors, that Mr Hampden was fo far from being 

a Sufferer in the South-Sea Project, that he was rather up- 

Mr Ar. Orca. yards of goool. Gainer.“ Hereupon Mr Arthur _ 


——— ñ — — — ＋ 
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faid, That out of Regard to his ancient F 


ticular, in Conſideration of his Great Grandfather, [ John 
Hampden, E;] who made a moſt noble and 
Stand agai RY. Power in ms and 
fell the firſt Victim in the glorious Cauſe of Liberty, he was 
for having ſomething done for his Relations: To which Mr 


amuly, and, in par- Anno 12. Geo. I. 


1725-26. 


Shippen replied, © That he would not enter upon the Merits ,,,,. 


of the Great Grandfather ; but this he was fure of, That 
his Great Grandſon had waſted more Ship-Money than 
ever himſelf fav'd to the Nation, or King Charles I. intended 
to raiſe.” Other Members ſpoke againſt the granting Mr 
Hampden's Petition, becauſe i | 


= 


mig | 
Sir Robert Walpole declar d, 
Vote in Favour of any Body that 


March 1 Iſabella Hampden, Wife of 
Richard Hampden, Eſq; was preſented to the Houſe and 
read; ſetting forth, That he brought in her 
faid H of 10, 500 l. And that the 
is neceſſarily involv'd in the Misfortune of her ſaid Husband, 
though having no ways conduced thereunto, &c. therefore 
praying the compaſſionate Regard of the Houſe to the Hard- 


5. A Petition of 


ferr'd to the Conſideration of the Committee of the whole 
Houſe, to whom Mr Hampden's Petition was referr'd. 
March 16. A Petition of John Hampden, Eſq; was 


pre- And ef Jo. Hamp- 


ſented to the Houſe, and read ; ſetting forth, That the Pe- dr. 


titioner is the only Brother of Richard Hampden, Eſq; and 
the fole Male-Heir of that ancient Family ; that in Caſe his 
faid Brother ſhall not have any Children, the Fee of the 
Eſtate, being in his ſaid Brother, may devolve to the Crown, 


unleſs the Houſe ſhall otherwiſe direct; that there is not the 


leaft Proviſion made out of the Family-Eftate for the Petitio- 
ner, in Caſe his Brother ſhould die without Children, ſo that 
the Petitioner may probably be left Heir to that ancient Fa- 
mily, without the leaſt Support; and praying the Confidera- 
tion of the Houſe, and ſuch Relief as the Houſe ſhall think 
fit” This Petition was likewiſe referr'd to the Conſideration 
of the Grand Committee, into which the Houſe reſoly'd i 


wp 


E 


\ 


Anno 12. Geo. I. 
1725-26. 
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ſelf, and took into Conſideration the Petitions of Richard 
Hampden, Eſq; his Wife, and his Brother. After a De- 
bate, in which many ſevere Reflections were made upon the 
firit, the farther Conſideration of that Affair was again put 
off to the 23d Inſtant. | 

March 19. The Commons order'd the Auditor of the Im- 
preſt to lay before the Houſe the State of the final Account 


of Richard Hampden, Eſq; when Treaſurer of the Navy ; 


| Settlements ht to be ſecur d 


Sir John Hobart. 

Mr William-Peer 
Williams. 

Mr Clay ton. 


Calamity; that he had already done all that lay in his Power 


which Mr Harley * laid before the Houſe accordingly on the 
2 1ſt of March. | 

March 23. The Commons went into a Committee of the 
whole to conſider farther of the Petitions of Richard 
Eſq; his Wife, and his Brother, which occaſion d 
a very — — 2 the reading of ſeveral 
Sir William took Notice, That Mr Hampden's De- 
ficiency had, * Meaſure, been occaſion d by a 


to make it up; that however, ſince neither his Wife nor his 


amounted to about 2, 200 I. er Anm, one full half of 

which was ſettled for a Joynture to his Wife, who 

him near 11,0001. = ROI. 
4nnum, during her Life, te 

8 = to ; that either 

Richard Ham or his Brother may have Iſſue Male; 

in Conſideration of the ſignal Services, a 


2 


LF 


i 
| 
1 
lt 
1 


be made for their Poſterity out of the Family 
therefore he mov'd, That a Bill be 


and for 
Crown. 


and back'd by Mr William-Peer Williams ; but Mr Clayton 


And therefore he propoſed that the faid Eſtate ſhould be 
divided into two equal Parts, one of which ſhould be allotted 
as a Proviſion for his Wife and Family; and the other Half 
immediately fold off, towards ſatisfying the Debt due from 
him to the Crown.” Many Members ſhew'd their 2 


Auditor of te 
F Created g of the Bath. Fune 17, 1725. 
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vation of this Propofal : But the Mijority were for Sir Wi ann» 12. Geo. L. 
Jam Yonge's Motion; and the Speaker having reſum'd the 72529 
Chair, a Bill was order d to be brought in accordingly ; & Rll owns ts 
which afterwards pats'd into a Law. 8 
March 24. Vr Methuen acquainted the Commons, That Hamęcen. 

he had a Mcfſage from his Mazelty to the Houle, tign'd by 
Z his Majeſty, and he deliver'd the ſame to Mr Speaker, who 

read it, as follows : | 


3 (5 $5 was 
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GEORGE R. 
a IS Majeſty having nothing more at Heart, than an Thc King's M-4- 
Bu. earneſt Defire to ſecure to his own Subjects the full foe torn ach 
« ar. free Enjoyment of their Trade and Navigation, and S aun, &c. 
in the belt Manner, to prevent and fruſtrate ſuch Deſigns 
« as have been form'd againſt the particular Intereſt of this 
Nation, and the general Peace of Europe, has found it 
<« neceſlary, not only to augment his Maritime Force, but to 
« concert ſuch other Meaſures, as may moſt effectually con- 
« qduce to theſe deſirable Ends; and as theſe Services will re- 
« quire ſome extraordinary Expence, his Majeſty hopes he 
« ſhall be enabled, by the Aftiltance of Parliament, to in- 
« creaſe the Number of Seamen already voted and granted 
for the Service of this Year, and to enter into, and make 
good, ſuch Engagements as the Circumſtances and Exigency 
of Affairs may require.“ 


ee e e re 


After the reading of this Meſſage, Mr Shippen took No- petate thereon. 

| tice, © That this Meſſage had all the Air of another ſent to zr hippen. 
| them about the Beginning of April, 1717, [See p. 115. 
importing in Subſtance, © That his Majeſty being deſirous, 

not only to ſecure his Kingdom againſt the preſent Danger 

from Sweden, but likewiſe to prevent the like Apprehen- 

« ſions for the future, had thought it neceſſary early to con- 

* cert Meaſures with other Princes and States; and as this 

* might require ſome Expence, his Majeſty hop'd, that the 
| Commons, by their A ſſiſtance at this Juncture, would en- 
| able him to make good ſuch Engagements as might eaſe his 
© People of all future Charge and Apprehenſions upon that 
= Account. That he remember'd, ſo unexpected and fo 
1 unprecedented a Meſſage was receiv'd with great Surprize, 
and occaſioned very high and loag Debates in that Houſe ; 
R that he himſelf repreſented and urg d the Unparliamentarineſs 
1 of aſking and granting Supplies, wichout an Eſtimate of the 
= Expence ; and had the Honour to be then ſupported by a 
E great many worthy Gentlemen, and by ſome in particular, 


Te "x —> TFT" waar ww - ww my we T7 


who ſeem'd now to be of another Opinion. That after much 
| Oppoſition, it was at laſt carried, by a Majority of four 
Voices only, [See þ. 120.] to grant his Majeſty a Supply, 

Vo. I. ASS - which 
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Anno * . Geo. I. which was afterwards fix d at 2 50, ooo 1. But that they could 
ee know how that Money had been laid out; and there- 

fore he mov'd, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his 
Mr Shippe moves Majeſty, That he would be graciouſly pleaſed to direct the 
for an Accountof proper Officers to lay before the Houſe an Account of the 
| Difpoſition of the 250,0001. granted to his Majefty, on the 
Mg. 13th of April, 1717. to enable his Majeſty to concert ſuch 


Meaſures with Foreign Princes and States, as might prevent 
any Charge or 22 from the Deſigns of Sweden.” 
Mfr Snell. This Motion 


n was ſeconded by Mr Snell ; but the previous 


that the Queſtion be now put the 

carried in the Negative. al | 
proceeded to take into Conſi- 
gracious Meſſage of the Day be- 


_ by Mr Speaker, Sir William 
n'd the „and having ſhew'd the Neceſſi 
Supply, mov'd, That an humble 
his Majeſty, that he will be pleaſed to 


2 * 
84 
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tion to the Number of Seamen already 
ert ſuch other Meaſures, as his Majeſty 
a Clom thi 

of the Trade and Na 
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order'd 
venting Bribery and Corruption in the Ele&ion of Members to * . 
ſerve in Parliament. EleRtions. 
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April 27. Upon a Motion made by Sir John 
ſeconded by a TR Cons OO 

e 


Ruſhout, and anno 14. Ceo. 1. 
Onſlow, a 


Bill was order'd to be brought in, For 


April 29. The ſaid Bill was read the firſt Time, and or- 
der'd to be read a ſecond Time the next Day; when it was 
committed to a Committee of the whole Houſe. 

May 7. Sir John Ruſhout reported the Amendments 
made in the Committee of the whole Houſe to the Bribery- 
Bill, which was order d to be engroſs d. 

May 9. The ſaid Bill was read the third Time, paſs d, 
and ſent up to the Lords, where it was loft. 

May 24. The King came to the Houſe of Peers, with the 
uſual State, and the Commons being ſent for up and attend- 
ing, his Majeſty gave the Royal Aﬀent to ſeveral publick 
and private Bills. 

After which, the Lord Chancellor read his Majeſty Speech 
to both Houſes : | 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
« JF Cannot in Juſtice to you put an End to this Seſſion, 


The King's peech 
at the Conclufien 
of the Fourth 


.—— Prudence in endeavour- 
ing to put an early Stop to the farther of them. 
«i the Precautions you have enabled me to take, will 
be ſufficient, in Conjunction with my Allies, to defeat the 
a which have been form'd againſt us; and that the 
* Promoters of them, when they have fully weigh'd their 
„ own Circumſtances, and better confider'd thoſe of the ſe- 
* veral Powers united in Defence of the Tranquility and 
* Liberties of Europe, will find it their own Intereſt to pre- 
+ ſerve the Peace, and think it moſt ſaſe and prudent to de- 
* fiſt from their dan Schemes. 1 
Ons of 1 
* I return you my particular Thanks for the Supplies 
* which you have fo chearfully and ally rais'd ; and 
Aaa2 « you 


e Grated a Knight of the Bath, June 17, 17525. 
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Anno. 12. Geo. 1. © you may be aſſured, that they ſhall be ſuithſully appiy'd 
d che Uſes for which you intended them. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, 

* The conitant Employment of my Thoughts, and the 
moſt earneſt Wiſhes of my Heart, tend wholly to the ſe- 
** curing to my Subjects their jaſt Rights and Advantegec, 
and to the preſerving to them and to all Europe the 
« Enjoyment of a ſaſe and honourable Peace: And I mutt 
not conclude without giving you the flrongeſt Aſſurances, 
* that the particular Confidence you have placed in me, ſhall 
* be made Uſe of ia ſuch Manner only, as may molt effectu- 
* ally conduce to the attaining thoſe good and great Purpoſes.” 


Th» Piment Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's Command, 

prev d. prorogued the Parliament to the Twenty firſt of july; they 
were afterwards, by ſeveral Prorogations, prorogued to the 
1-tu of January. 


*. 4. © 3 + + +. +. 4 9. $. 0. 4 +. 4. +... 
Sr Pe eee 


SPEECHES and DEBATES 
In the Firn S 2810 of the 


Second Parliament of Ring GFORGEI. 
4 33. den N the 17th cf January the King came to the Houſe 
172-27, of Peers with the uiual Solemnity ; the Commons 
being come thither, the Lord Chancellor read his 

Majeſty's Speech to both Houles, as follows: 


My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
The King's Speech ©*© Acquainted you laſt Year with the Treaties of Peace 
+=, ona I and Commerce concluded between the Emperor and 
« the King of Spain. As that ſudden and unaccountable 
« Conjunction gave, at the firſt Appearance, juſt Grounds of 
« Jealouſy and Apprehenſion to the neighbouring Powers 
« of Europe, the ſubſequent Proceedings and I ranſacti- 
« ons in thoſe two Courts, and the Secret and Offen- 
« five Alliances concluded between them about the ſame 
te time, have laid the Foundations of a moſt exorbitant and 
formidable Power, and are fo directly levelled againſt the 
<«« molt valuable and darling Intereſts and Privileges of this 
Nation, that we mult determine either tamely to ſubmit 
to the peremptory and unjult Demands of the King of 
Spain, in giving up Gibraltar, and patiently to acquieſce 
« in the Emperor's uſurped and extended Exerciſe of yu 
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and Commerce, or mult refolve to be in a Condition to do Anno 13. Geo. l. 


our ſelves Juitice, and to defend our undoubted Rights a- 
gainſt theſe reciprocal Engagements enter'd into, in Defiance 
and Violation of all National Faith, and the moſt folemn 
Treaties. | 

I have likewiſe received Information from different 
Parts, on which I can entirely depend, that the placing 
the Pretender upon the I hrone of this Kingdom is one of 
the Articles of the ſecret Ingagements ; and if Time 
ſhall evince, that the giving up the Trade of this Nation 
to one Power, and Gibraltar and Port-Mahon to another, 
is made the Price and Reward of impoſing upon this King- 
dom a Popiſh Pretender, what an Indignation muſt this 
raiſe in the Breaſt of every Proteſtant Briton ! 
Nor were theſe fatal Combinations confined to thoſe 
Parts of the World alone, but they extended themſclves 
into Ruſſia ; and had not the Deſigns of that Court againſt 
ſome of their Neighbours been prevented by the ſeaſonable 
Arrival of our Fleet in thoſe Seas, a Way had been open d 
for invading theſe Kingdoms, and giving a powerful Aſſiſ- 
tance to any Attempt to be made from other ers. 
„Such Circumſtances would not ſuffer Me and my Allies, 
among whom there has been and is the moſt perfect Harmony, 
Union, and Concert, to be idle Spectators, and regardleſs 
of our own Safety and the Common Cauſe of Europe ; for 
which purpoſe his molt Chriſtian Majeſty has been at a great 
Expence, this laſt Year, in augmenting his Forces ; and 
the States General, ſenſible of the imminent Danger, have 
not only acceded to the Defenſive Alliance concluded at 


| Hanover, but have come to ſtrong and ſeaſonable Reſolu- 


tions for an extraordi Augmentation of their Forces 
both by Sea and Land. The Acceſſion of the Crown of 


Sweden is in ſuch a Forwardneſs, and the Negotiations 


with the Crown of Denmark are ſo far advanced, that we 
may reaſonably depend upon the Succeſs and good Effect 
of them. 

This ſhort View of the preſent Poſture of Affairs will, I 
am confident, not only ſecure to Me the Support and 


_ Aſſiſtance of my Parliament, in carrying on this great and ne- 


ceſſary Work, in Conjunction with my Allies; but juſtify 
the Meaſures hitherto taken, and the Expences already 
The Confdence you repoſed in me laſt Year has been 
made uſe of for the Benefit of the Publick ; and as the 
chief Article of Exceeding has, by my equipping and 
ſending to Sea three conſiderable Squadrons, fallen upon 
the Head of the Navy, I am perſuaded the Neceſſity of 
the Services, and the Security, Advantage, and _ 
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Ser © that has accrued to this Nation from theſe Squadrons, will 


— * ſufficiently ſpeak for themſelves, as long as both Friends 


* tions of Treaties, his Catholick Majeity is now making 


"> 


o be the firſt Step and Beginning of the long premeditated 


and Foes, with Joy, or Concern, confeſs they have ſeen 
* and felt the Effects of the Naval Power of Great-Britain. 
« Tt is not to be wonder'd at, that the Princes engaged 
in theſe Enterprizes are very much diſturbed to fee their 
Projects render d abortive : Ihe King of Spain, impatient 
of the Diſappointment he has met with, can no longer diſ- 
« guiſe that Enmity to Us, which for ſome time he has only 
« waited for a favourable Opportunity to declare. He has 
no ordered his Miniſter reſiding here, to depart immediate- 
« ly from this Country, leaving a Memorial, that is little 
** ſhort of a Declaration of War, wherein he again demands 
and inſiſts upon the Reſtitution of Gibraltar. He does not 
* himſelf deny the Offenſive Alliance, nor his Engagements 
e to ſupport the Ottend Company: He makes my recalling 
* thoſe Squadrons, which his Conduct had put Me under 


« a Necefſlity of ſending to the Weſt-Indies and the Coaſt of 


* Spain, the Condition of any farther Correſpondence between 
* the two Crowns; and ſuppoſing the Continuance of my 


«© Fleets abroad to be actual Hoſtilities, threatens to repel 
. © them with Force, to the utmoſt of his Power. 8 


But not content with theſe Menaces, Inſults, and Infrac- 


0 Preparations to attack and beſiege Gibraltar; and in order 
* to carry on that Service, or to cover another Deſign, has 


* affembled a great Body of Troops in that Neighbourhood : 
* But the preſent State and Condition of that Garriſon, 


« with the Reinforcements I have ordered thither, give Me 
* little Cauſe to apprehend, or my Enemies to hope for Suc- 
* ceſs in that Undertaking. The certain and undoubted Intel- 
„ ligence I have, that it is now reſolved to attempt an In- 
« vation upon theſe Kingdoms in Favour of the Pretender, by 


„ an Embarkation from the Coaſts of Spain, gives Me Reaſon 


4 to believe, that tho' the Siege of Gibraltar may 

ndertaken, the ick, avowed, and immenſe Pre- 
% parations made for that Purpoſe, are chiefly calculated to 
% amuſe the World, and to diſguiſe the intended Invaſion, 
« which, I am ſurely informed, has been for ſome Time agreed 


64 Ru 
en 


<< 'Theſe Conſiderations muſt awaken in you all ſuch a Senſe 


4 of our common and immediate Danger, as will, I doubt 
* not, inſpire you with a Zeal and Chearfulneſs in raiſing the 
Supplies neceſſary for the Defence of your Country, and for 
„making good our Engagements with our Allies. 
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I receive too much Satisfaction from the Happineſs of Ano 13. Geo. f. 
my People, in their full Enjoyment and future Proſpect of — 
peace, Eaſe, and Proſperity, not to be ſenſibly affected 
| © with theſe new Convulſions, and the unavoidable Neceflity 
« | am under, of aſking larger Supplies of my People, and 
« of defiring to be enabled to make ſuch an Augmentation of 
« my Forces, by Sea and Land, as the preſent Exigency of 
*« Afﬀairs requires. 

«« I will order the proper Eſtimates to be laid before you, 
« and ſuca Treatics as I have made with Foreign Princes for 
« the Hire of Foreign Troops; and as the Expence I was laſt 
« Year in a particular Manner intruſted to make, has a- 
« mounted to no conſiderable Sum, and the publick Utility 
« may again require the like Services to be performed, I 
1 hope you will again repoſe the ſame Truſt and Confidence 
| . © in Bite. ES 

It is with great Pleaſure that I ſee the Time fo near ap- 
* proaching, when ſuch a confiderable Addition will be made 
to the Sinking Fund; Let all that wiſh well to the Peace 
| * and Quiet of my Government, have the Satisfaction to ſee 
1 that our preſent Neceſſities ſhall make no Interruption in 
AI the Progreſs of that deſirable Work of gradually diſcharging 
the National Debt: I hope therefore you will make a Pro- 
I viſion for the immediate Application of the Produce of the 
„ Sinking Fund to the Uſes, for which it was fo wiſely con- 
| * trived, and to which it ſtands now appropriated. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

| I have had no Thoughts of making any Acquiſitions to 
any Parts of my Dominions ; my whole Care and Concern 
has been to preſerve and maintain the undoubted Rights 
L and Privileges of my People: and therefore all my Meaſures 
have been Preventive and Defenſive : But ſuch Endea- 
<« vours being now render'd impracticable, vigorous Reſolu- 
tions, and a ſpeedy Execution of them, can alone put an 
* effeftual End to the Dangers that ſurround us. However 
| hazardous and deſperate the Enterprizes formed againſt us 
may appear to be, your being aſſured that they are re- 
* ſolv'd upon, will, I am perſuaded, be ſufficient to prevail 
* upon you, to put yourſelves in a Condition to reſiſt and 
defeat them. | 

If preſerving a due Balance of Power in Europe, if 
I * defending the Poſſeſſions of the Crown of Great-Britain, 
of infinite Advantage and Security to our Trade and Com- 
© merce, if ſupporting that Trade and Commerce againſt 
dangerous and unlawful Encroachments, and if the preſent 

_ * Eſtabliſhment, the Religion, Liberties, and Properties of 
a Proteſtant People, are any longer Conſiderations worthy 
» of the Care and Attention of a Britiſh Parliament, I = f 


other in theſe unjuſtifiable Attempts and Undertakings : But 


„ 
« ſay no more to incite my loval and faithful Houſes of Par. 
<« liament to exert themielves in the Defence of all that i; 
« dear and valuable to them.“ 


The Commons being return'd to their Houſe, and Mr 
Speaker having reported his Majeſty's Speech, Mr Oriſlow 
mov'd, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to his Maje- 
ſty, to return him the Thanks of this Houſe for his moſt 

ious Speech from the Ihrone; To acknowledge his Ma- 
jeſty's Goodneſs, in acquainting his Parliament with the fe- 
veral Proceedings and Alliances entred into between the Em- 
peror and the King of Spain, giving ſuch juſt Cauſe of Jea- 
louſy to the neighbouring Princes and States, ſo formidable 
and deſtruftive of the true Balance of Power in Europe, and 
ſtriking at the Foundation of the moſt valuable Privileges 


and Intereſts of the Subjects of his Majeſty, and thoſe ef 


his Allies; To declare the Reſentment of the Commons of 
Great-Britain, at the unjuſt Demand of the King of Spain 
for the Reſtitution of Gibraltar, and the unwarrantable Uſur- 
pation of the Emperor, in erecting and carrying on the 
Oſtend Trade, and their mutual Obligations to ſupport each 


above all, to expreſs our higheſt Indignation at the Neſolu- 
tions and Engagements entred into, tor attempting to place 
the Pretender on the 'Throne of theſe Kingdoms ; 'To return 
his Majeſty the Thanks of this Houſe, for his great Care in 
ſtrengthening his Alliances, and for employing his Royal 
Fleet ſo uſefully for the Security, Advantage, and Glory of 
this Nation. And, as this Houſe cannot but look upon the 
Meaſures and Reſolutions, taken in Oppoſition to and in 
Defiance of moſt ſulemn "Treaties, as tending to an immediate 
Rupture, humbly to deſire his Majeſty, that he will forth- 
with give the neceſſary Orders for putting this Kingdom in 2 
Poſture of Defence; and to aſſure his Majeſty, that this 
Houſe will not only chearfully and effectually raiſe the Sup- 
plies neceſſary for the preſent Exigency of Affairs, but will 
ſtand by and ſupport his Majeſty in making good his Engage- 
ments with his Allies; in preſerving the Balance of Power 


in Europe; in defending the Poſſeſſions of the Crown of 


Great-Britain ; in ſupporting the Trade of this Nation 
againſt all unjuſtifiable Encroachments ; and in defeating and 
confounding all Attempts that ſhall be made in Favour of the 
Pretender, and to the Deſtruction of our Religion, Liberties, 
and Properties ; and that this Houſe will apply the Produce 
of the Sinking Fund to its proper Uſes ; and repoſe ſuch a 
'Truſt and Confidence in his Majelly, as the publick Utility 
ſhall require, and his Majefty ſhall find reaſonable and neceſ- 
ſary, for carrying on the great Work in which his —_ 
eng? 
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engaged. for the Intereſt and Security of his People, and anno 13. Oco.1. 


the common Cauſe of Europe. | 


126- 


This Motion was ſeconded by the Hon. Mr John Finch e, W 8 
Member for Higham-Ferrers; but was ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by Hon. vir J. Finch. 


Mr Shippen, Sir William Wyndham, Mr Hungertord, Mr 
William Pulteney, and Sir Thomas Hanmer ; who were an- 
ſwer d by Mr Doddington, Mr Horatio Walpole, and Sir 


Mr Shi * 

Sir W. Fyndbam. 
Mr Hun ertor 4. 
Mr W. Puwltercy. 


Robert Walpcle. Mr Shippen urg d. That the Natter of Sir Tho. Hanmer. 


Peace and War is of the greateſt Weight that can fall under 
the Confiderati-u. of that Aſſembly ; That as his Majeſty's 
Speech contain d many Points of the higheſt Moment and 
Importance, ſo no doubt his Majeſty, in his great Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs towards his People, expected, on this Occaſion, 
not only the Support, but likewiſe the Advice of that Houſe : 
That, in order thereto, they ought maturely to deliberate on 
thoſe ſeveral Heads, which could not be done before ſeveral 
Papers were communicated to them, that ſcem'd abſolutely 
neceffury to ſtate ſome Facts relating to thoſe weighty Mat- 


ters; That the Motion, as it was drawn up, imply d an Ap- 


probation of Meaſures taken to prevent Dangers ; which 
ſ{eem'd prepoſteruus before they knew either what thoſe Mea- 


ſures were, or whether thoſe Dangers were real; That there- 


fore they ought, for the preſent, to content themſelves win 


returning his Majeſty the moſt humble Thanks of the Houſe 


for his moſt gracious Speech, with Aſſurances of ſupporting 
his Majeſty in all juſt and neceſſary Meaſures ; and appoint 
a Day for taking the ſaid Speech into Conſideration.” 

Sir William Wyndham took Notice of the Unſteadineſs 
of our Counſels, and obferv'd, © That of late Years our 
Meaſures had been in a perpetual Fluctuation; that Penelope- 
like, we were continually weaving and unravelling the ſame 
Web ; one time raifing up the Emperor to depreſs France, 
and now we were for depreſſing the Emperor, which could 
not be done without aggrandizing France, which, in the 


End, may make the latter too powerful : So that at this rate, 


under Pretence of holding the Balance of Europe, we ſhould 


be engaged in continual Wars. 


Mr Hungerford ſaid, That the Dangers with which 
we were threaten d, were not, in his Opinion, fo great, as 
they were by ſome People repreſented to be: That the Cza- 
rina's and the King of Spain's Defign of invading us with 


five or fix Men of War ſeem'd altogether romantick, fince 
ſuch a Project, may, at any time, be defeated by cur ordi- 


nary Guard-Ships, much more when we had ſuch itrong 
Fleets at Seca: That therefore the Fears of the Pretender 
Vor. I. Bbb were 


One of bi Maigh's Cauneil learned in the Law, 


Mr Doddington. 
Ri H. Walpole. 
Six R. Walpole. 


Mi Stuppen. 
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anno 13. Geo. I. Were groundleſs and chimerical, and he could not tell how 


they could bring him over, unleſs they borrowed Captain 
Gulliver's floating liſand. As to the Oltend Company, he 
owned it to be a National Concern, and a very jutt Motive 
to a War with the Emperor; but that it had been an eaſy 
Matter to nip that Project in the Bud: For, if he was right- 
ly inform'd, ten thouſand Pounds would have prevail'd with 
the Marqueſs de Prie to drop it, whereas now, when that 
Company has had time to get Footing both in Europe and in 
India, it may prove a difficult Matter to ſuppreſs it. That 
as to Gibraltar, the Demand of which was alledg'd as a 
Proof of an offenſive Alliance between the Emperor and 


Spain, he had in his Pocket the Purport of the Secret Arti- 


cle relating to that Aﬀair, which was only, That in caſe the 
King of Spain could produce a potitive Promiſe from Great- 
Britain to reſtore Gibraltar, his Imperial Majeſty would en- 
gage to become a Mediator and Guarantee for the Perfor- 
mance of ſuch a Promiſe. That, upon the whole Matter, 


he hoped Things were not yet brought to ſo deſperate an 


Sir Tho. Hanmer. 


Iſſue, but that ſome Means of Accommodation might be 
found out, without running into an expenſive War, and aug- 
menting our Forces, which, he was afraid, would prove an 
Aggravation of Misfortunes.” 

Sir Thomas Hanmer declar'd, That if the Dangers they 
were threaten'd with, were ſo real, and ſo imminent as ſome 
People pretended, he would be one of the foremoſt in the 
molt ſpeedy and moſt vigorous Reſolutions. But that he 


| thought thoſe Dangers yet extream diſtant, to ſay no more— 


Afr Deddiagton. 


That, indeed, ſome Foreign Princes may make a political 
Uſe of the Pretender, as a State Bug- bear to frighten and 
alarm us, and thereby endeavour to make us ſubſervient to 
their ambitious Deſigns 3 but that, in his Opinion, his In- 
tereſt was never fo low, nor his Party fo inconſiderable and 
ſo deſpicable, as at preſent, and, therefore in this Day's De- 
bate he ought to be left intirely out of the Queſtion. That 
he was apprehenſive the Acquiſition of fome Dominions 
Abroad had ſown the Seeds, and were the true Cauſes of 
the Diviſions and Diſtractions, which now threaten the gene- 
ral Tranquility of Europe, by drawing us into unaccountable 
Compliances for the Emperor, on the one Hand, and into 2 
Promiſe, at leaſt a Conditional one, for the Reſtitution of 
Gibraltar on the other Hand: Both which had brought us 
at laſt into the preſent Difficulties. | 
In Anſwer to theſe Objections, Mr Doddington took 
Notice, That the Eyes of all Chriſtendom were, at th 
critical Juncture, fix'd upon the Britiſh Parliament, whoſe 
Reſolutions had ever a great and juſt Weight and Influence 
in all the Affairs of Europe: 3 


« 99 1 


veing ſo far advanced, they ought not to ſlip the firſt Oppor- Anno 13. Geo. i 


tunity that offer d to give his Majeſty the ſtrongeſt Aſſurances 
of ſupporting him in all his Engagements, he had enter'd into 
with his Allies, and in the Meaſures that ſhall be judg'd 
neceſſary, for ſecuring the Rights and Intereſts of his Sub- 
jects, and the common Cauſe of Europe. That Delays were 
often dangerous, and might be fatal in the preſent Situation of 
Affairs, which required vigorous and ſpeedy Reſolutions, 
both for the Encouragement of our Friends, and the perfect- 
ing ſome Alliances, that were already in great Forwardneſs; 
and for the Diſcouragement of our Enemies, who had already 
block'd up Gibraltar, and threaten'd it with a Siege. That 
the Meaſures that had been taken, were but a Conſequence 
of the laſt Year's Reſolutions, which that Houſe had come 
to, after a full Examination, and mature Conſideration of 
the State of Affairs, then laid before both Houſes by his Ma- 
3 But that however, fuch an Addrefs as was 
lude a farther Inquiry into thoſe Matters.” 
= Walpole, in Anſwer to the Objeftion of the Unſteadi- 


| neſs of our w Crankk, obſerv'd, © That it had often been Matter 


of Complaint ; but that it was the unavoidable Reſult of our 
Situation, which puts us on that Neceſſity, and, at the ſame 
Time, gives us the Prerogative of holding the Balance of Power 
in Europe : But that beſides the preſerving of that Balance, 
which was in great Danger of being deſtroyed by the Conjunc- 
tion of the Emperor and King of Spain, and the Intermarriages 
of their Iſſue, we had an intimate and immediate Concern in 
our invaluable Rights and Privileges of Com- 


fending our Poſſeſſions of Gibraltar and the Iſland of Minor- 
ca, which we had acquired, in lawful War, at a vaſt Ex- 


peace of Blood and Treaſure and which had been yielded 


us by feveral folemn Treaties. 

o Sir Robert Walpole Hd As to the Promiſe of reſtor- 
ing Gibraltar to the King of Spain, That ſuch a Promiſe not 
having been made while he had the Honour to be in the 
Adminiſtration, he could fay nothing to it; That if ſuch a 
Promiſe was ever made, he durſt aver, That it was condi- 
tional, and made void and invalid by the King of Spain's 
refuſing to comply with the Conditions on which it was made ; 


and that whenever the Performance of that Promiſe was 


Mr H. Walpole. 


maintaining 
merce, which had been notoriouſly invaded ; and in de- 


Sir K. Walpole. 


mention'd to him, as inſiſted on by the King of Spain, he 


always delivered it as his fix d and poſitive Opinion, That 


Gibraltar could not be given up without — of Par- 
liament. As to the y, which a Gentleman 
ſuggeſted, might have been nipp'd in the Bud ; he left it to 
the Houſe to judge, whether it had not been highly impru- 
OO — 
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Anno 13. Geo. 1. it, before we had engag's both France and Holland in the 


at all concern'd in thoſe Meaſures; and fo could ſay ro- 
thing to them; neither were, indeed, ſuch remote and 


AT Addreſ re- 
en n, and 
preiented. 


Te 4 irc 15. 


Danger and Expence of that Quarrel, who have, at leaſt, 
an equal Concern with us, in the Suppreſſing of the Oſtend 
Trade. And as to the Danger of an Invaſion in favour of 
the Pretender, ſuch early Meaſures had been taken to defeat 
it, that he hoped by this I ime, it was pretty well over: 
But that beſides the glaring Appearances of Enmity to his 
Majeſty, and of Favour and Countenance to the Pretenders 


Friends, at the Courts of Vienna and Madrid, his Majeſty 


had ſuch undoubted and concurring Evidence of a form'd 


Deſign to invade his Dominions, that it had been the moſt 


unpardonable Want of Duty, and a criminal Supineneſs in 
his Miniſters, not to take all poſſible Precautions againlt it. 
And, as to any Meaſures that had been taken many Years 
ago, and to which another Member aſcribed the Convulſions 
which now threaten the Tranquility of Europe, hie was not 


groundleſs Cauſes a proper Subject for their preſent Conſide- 
ration.” 

At laſt, the Queſtion being put upon Mr Onſlow's Motion, 
it was carried in the Affirmative, by 251 Voices againit 31 ; 
and a Committee was appointed to draw up an Addreſs ac- 
cordingly, which was the next Day reported and agreed to. 

January 19. The Houſe preſented the ſame to his Majeſty, 
as follows : | 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 
1 7 E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects. 
« the Commons of Great-Britain in Parliament al- 


* ſembled, return your Majeſty our humbleſt Thanks for 
* your moſt Gracious Speech from the Throne. 

© The Communication, which your Majeſty has been 
* pleaſed to make, of the Proceedings and I ranſactions in 
* Europe for ſome Time paſt, and of the Engagements en- 
* tered into between the Emperor and the King of Spain, is 


an Inſtance of your Majeſty's ſingular Goodneſs, in being 


as defirous to give your People all reaſonable Satisfaction. 
© as yeu have cver been ſolicitous for their Good and 
Welfare. 

We are very ſenſible of the fatal Tendency of the ſud- 
den and unaccountable Conjunction between thoſe two 
* Crowns; and as this Nation has always looked with jea- 
lous Eyes upon the very Beginning of every Attempt made 
by their Neighbours to eſtabliſh a Commerce, at the Ia- 
* zard and to the Prejudice of our undoubted Rights and 
« Privileges ; We cannot but be greatly alarmed to ice theſe 


Inc:2achments upon our Trade, and notorious Infraftions | 
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of "Treaties, accompanied with a Scheme of Greatneſs that 4013. Geo.1. 


lays the Foundation of a molt — Power, which, 
if r.ot timely oppoſed, and withſtood with Vi and Re- 
ſolution, may become formidable to all Farope, and enable 
the Aggreſſors, without Controul, to maintain their un- 
warrantable Attempts. 

* Nor can we at all doubt of the Spirit and Deſign of this 
new Friendſhip and Alliance, when we ſee it cemented by 
mutual Obligations for fi ing one of the ContraQi 
Powers in the unjuſtiſiable and uſurped Exerciſe of the 
tend Trade, at the ſame Time that a peremptory Demand 
is made and inſiſted by the other, fox the Reſtitution 
of Gibraltar, a Place of ſuch Importance to the Trade of 
this Kingdom. 

* But the Conſideration that creates the higheſt Reſent- 
ment in your faithful Commons is, to ſee that whenever the 
Ambition of Foreign Princes leads them to aſpire and 
graſp at exorbitant Power, or to acquire and poſſeſs them- 
Lib of a valuable Rights and Privileges belonging to 
the Subjects of your Majeſty and your Alle, all Guaran- 
gements of Faith and Grati- 
tude to your Majeſty, purchaſed by the Blood and Trea- 
ſure of this Nation, are cancelled and forgot; and it is 
vainly imagined that your Majeſty muſt either tamely ſub- 
mit to, and patiently acquieſce under, the g Indigni- 
ties and Injuries to your Crown and People, or be inſulted 
with Menaces and Projects in favour of a Popiſh Pretender. 


But your Majelty's loyal, faithful, and affectionate Sub- 


jets, the Commons of Great Britain, ſenſible of the ineſti- 


mable Bleſſings they enjoy under your Majeſty's moſt graci- 
ous and happy Government, have too great a Regard to the 
Honour and Dignity of your Crown, and too much Ab- 
horrence and Deteſtation of an abjured Pretender, to ſuf- 


fer theſe vain Terrors to have any ill Effect upon their 


Minds or Deliberations. 


It is with Indignation that we ſee this injurious Treat- 


ment and theſe provoking Inſults; and it is with an un- 
ſhaken Fidelity and Reſolution, chat we are determined, 
with our Lives and Fortunes. to ſtand by and ſupport your 
Majeſty againſt all your Enemies. 

We muſt, at che fame time, with all Gratitude, ac- 
knowled r Majeſty's m Vigilance, in 
« Rrengrhening your ſelf with the Alliance of Powers united 


in Intereſt, and beſt able to withſtand the impending Dan- 


„ the Common Cauſe of 

We ſee, with the Satisfaction, the Naval Power 
* of Great- Britain appearing in diſtant Regions, in its pro- 
per Luſtre, fo uſefully and wiſely employed to carry Ser 
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anno 13, Ge... © and Protection to your own Subjects and to your Allies, and 


Lenny =—md 


Te King's Az- 


to curb and reſtrain the boaſted Projects of the Diſturbers 
of the Peace of Europe. | i 
And as we cannot but look upon the Meaſures and Re- 
© ſolutions concerted and taken in Oppoſition to, and in De- 
* fiance of the molt ſolemn Tieat' es, as tending to an imme- 
«* diate Rupture, We humbly beſeech your Majeſty, that 
you will be pleaſed forthwith to give tne neceſſary Orders 
«* for putting this Kingdom into a Poſture of Defence; and 
ve aſſure your Majeſty, That we will not only cheerfully 
and effectually raiſe the Supplies neceſſary for the preſent 
« Exigency of Aff urs, but will ſupport your Majeſty in mak- 
ing good your Engagements with your Allies, in preſerv- 
ing the Balance of Power in Europe, in defending the pre- 
* ſent Poſſeſſions of the Crown of Great-Britain, in ſupport- 
ing the Trade of this Nation againſt all unjuſtiſiable and 
| © pernicious Incroachments, and in defeating and confounding 


all Attempts that ſhall be made in Favour of the Pretender, 
and for the Deſtruction of our Religion, Liberties, and 
And that all, who wiſh well to the Peace and Quiet of 
your Majeſty's Government. may have the Satisfaction to 
fee, that our preſent Neceſſities ſhall make no Interruption 
in Progreſs of that deſirable Work of gradually diſ- 
charging the National Debt, we will conſider of the moſt 
proper Methods for immediately applying the Produce of 
the Sinking Fund, to the Uſes for which it was ſo wiſely 
: wan. and 
will a Truſt and Confidence in your Majeſty as 
the publick Utility ſhall require, and as your Majeſty ſhall 
find 
W 


and neceſſary for carrying on the great 
ork in which your Majeſty is engaged, for the Intereſt 
and Security of your People, and the common Cauſe of 
Europe.” 
To this Addrefs the King return'd the following Anſwer. 


Gentlemen, 

« FReturn you my Thanks for this very Dutiful and Loyal 
T Addreſs: The juſt Senſe you have expreſs'd of the pre- 
« ſent Poſture of Affairs in Europe, and the hear'y Aſſurances 
*+ you have given me of your Support in defending my Po 
+ ſeflions and the Rights and Privileges of my People, | 
they are Evidences of your known Zeal and Affection to 
my Perfon and Government, I am perſuaded they will con 
«« firm the Spirit and Vigour of my Allies, and convince mY 
Enemies how vain and ill-gronnded all their Expectatio 

are, of being able to ſucceed in any Aticinpts to * 
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Peace of Europe, and in offering Injuries and Inſults to WP 
this Nation. 


Fanuary 20. Ia a cr the whole Houſe his Ma- 
jeſty's Speech was taken into Conſideration, and a Motion 


that a Supply be granted to his Majeſty was unanimouſly a- 
greed to. 


Fan. 21. Mr Farrer, from the Committee of the whole 
Houſe, reported the preceding Day's Reſolution for a Sup- 
ply, which was agreed to Nem. Con. and it was reſolv'd, to 
addreſs his Majetty for the uſual Eſtimates for the Year 1727. 

Fan. 23. The Commons reſolv'd to addreſs his Majeſty 
for the Crt of the State; General to 2828 2888 
un. together with the ſepara | 


A Supply veted. 


wich the Autbes the, as paſſed between his Majeſty's rely a. 
Miniſters, and the Courts of Vienna and Spain, fince the 


ror and the King of Spain, to his Majeſty = —— 
Miniſter: But a Motion being 
ham, and the Quettzon put, to addreſs his Majeſty, for a biotton for fereral 
Copy of the Memorial preſented to the King of Sweden, by 
Mr Poyntz, his Majeſty's Envoy , relating to the 
Acceſſion of the Crown of Sweden to the Treaty of Hanover, 
dated at Stockholm the 4th of June, 1726: As alſo another 
Motion being made by Mr Pulteney, and the Queſtion put, 
to addreſs his Majeſty, for the Secret Offenfive Alliance be- 
tween the Emperor and the King of Spain, both theſe Que- 
{tions were carried in the Negative, without Dividing. | 

Fan. 25. The Commons, in a Grand Committee, conſi - Debate concern- 


der'd| farther of the Supply, particularly with Relation to n Pes 


the Land Forces; and Mr Henry Pelham, having ſhewn the Mr u. Pethatn. 


Neceſũty of an Augmentation of about eight Jens yn 

Dragoons and Foot, the ſame was warmly oppoſed by Mr 

Shippen, Dr Friend, Sir William Wyndham, Mr Hunger- | — 
ford, and others; who were anſwer d by Mr Henry Pelham, 3, angel ted. 
Col. Bladen, Sir William Vonge, — General Wade; fo din Pelham. 
that it was, at laſt, reſolv d by 250 Voices againſt 85, I. That 7 w. Nene 
the Number of effective Men to be provided for Guards, . W. 
Garriſons, and Land Forces for the Year 1727 be, includ- 


| ing 1850 Invalids, and 555 Men, which the fix 


Companies conſiſt of for the Service of the Highlands, 
26,383 Men; II. That the Sum of $85,4941. gs and 4d. 


be granted for defraying the Charge thereof. Theſe Reſolutions, 
being the next Day reported, were agreed to by the Houle. 


Jan. 27. Copies and Tranſlations of ſeveral Memorials, 
„Kc. relatirg to the Courts of Vienna and Spain, 
vere laid before the Houſe ard order d tu lie r en the Table ; 


after 


E 3% 
Anno . Geo. 1 after which, in a G:and Committee, the Commons confider'd 


—— of Ways and Means to raiſe the Supply, and Sir Robert 


Walpole having ſhew'd the Neceflity of laying four Shillings 


Sir k. Walpole's in the Pound on Land, the fame was oppoſed by ſome Mem- 
Far ef z. Lande bers, who alledged, © That it were more eligible to apply the 
Pound, which, af- Produce of the Sinking Fund towards the preſent Neceſſities ; 
is agreedto. * but the Queſtion being put upon Sir Robert Walpole's Mo- 
tion, it was reſolv d in the Affirmative, by 190 Voices 
againſt 81, which Refolution, being the next Day reported, 
was agreed to by the Houſe. | 
. February 6. Mr Sandys moved, That an humble Addreſs 
Letter, on which be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly 
the K. of Spain pleaſed to communicate to this Houſe, Copies of the Decla- 
of the Reſtitution ration, Letter, or Engagement, which in the Marquiſs de 
„arne, Pozobueno's Letter to the Duke of Newcaſtle of the 21ſt of 
December laſt, is aſſerted to be a poſitive Promiſe, upon 
which the King of Spain founds his peremptory Demand for 
the Reſtitution of Gibraltar, which had been fo folemnly 
yielded to the Crown of Great-Britain by the Treaty of 
Utrecht, and was afterwards confirm'd and granted to Great- 
Britain by the King of Spain's Acceſſion to the Qu 
Debate thereon, Alliance. This Motion was ſeconded, and ſtrenuouſly ſup- 
ported by Sir William Wyndham, Mr Hungerford, and alſo 
Sir W. Wyndham. by Mr William Pulteney, who took Notice of a Letter, 
written in 1721, to one of the Emperor's Plenipotentiaries 
at Cambray, wherein a Promiſe for the Reſtitution of Gi- 
braltar was expreſly mention'd : * But they were oppos'd by 


Mr Henry Pelham, Mr Thomas Broderick, Mr H. Wal- 


H. Pelham. pole, and Sir Robert Walpole. The latter did not diſown, 
R. Walpole. That fuch a Promiſe might indeed have been made in a 
wake, former Adminiſtration; but this he was ſure of, that if there 
was ſuch a Promiſe, it was upon certain Conditions, which, 

not having been perform'd within the limited Time, was 

thereby become invalid ; and as for the Declaration or Let- 

ter, the Communication of which was inſiſted on, the fame 

was altogether impracticable and unprecedented ; the private 

Letters of Princes being almoſt as ſacred as their very Perſons. 

Then the previous Queſtion being put, whether the Queſtion 

upon Mr Sandys's Motion ſhould be put ? It was carried in 

the Negative, by 204 Voices againſt 97. The Reader will 

find a Copy of this Letter in the APPENDIX. 

Addreſs for Papers Feb. 7. The Commons reſolv'd to addreſs his Majeſty for 
rial Otend Copies of ſuch Memorials and Repreſentations, as have been 
OW made to the Court of Vienna, concerning the Charter grant- 
Lord Morpeth's ed to the Oftend Company, with the Anſwers thereto : After 
i. which, the Lord Morpeth mov'd, That another Addrefs 
the Bultck lat be preſented to his Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly 


dance. Plcaled to direct Copies 10 be laid before this Houle, of al 
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ſuch Memorials, or Repreſentations to his Majeſty, from the Anno 13. Geo. 1. 
Crowns of Sweden and Denmark, as did induce him to ſend z 7 


the Squadron of Ships the lait Year into the Baltick, at lo * 


great an Expence to this Kingdom.“ He was ſeconded by Sir 
William Wyndham; but oppoſed by Sir William Yonge, and sir W. Wyndham, 
the Hon. Mr Verney. Hereupon Mr Walpole endeavoured to fn. V. Vasen 
juſtify all the Steps that had been taken by Great-Britain, Mr H. Walpuic. 
hnce his Majeſty's happy Acceſſion, particularly from the 
Opening of the Congreſs of Cambray to this preſent 'Time, 
to preſerve the Balance of Power, the Peace of Europe, and 
the Tranquility of the North ; and with this laſt View to 
prevent the Czarina's Deſigns againſt Sweden and Denmark, 
in favour of the Duke of Holſtein. Mr William Pulteney 
anſwer d him, and was replied to by Mr Broderick; and the 
Queſtion being put upon the Lord Morpeth's Motion, it 
paſſed in the Negative, by 196 Voices againſt 79. 
Feb. 13. fo 4 the Order f the Day, for the Houſe to 
go into a Grand Committee to conſider of the Supply, ſeve - 
ral Papers were referr'd to the faid Committee, viz. The 
Copy and Tranſlation of the Convention between Great- 
Britain, the States-General, and the Landgrave of Heſſe- 
Caſſel, February 13th, 1701-2, alſo the Eſtimate of the Charge 
of 3000 Horſe and 8000 Foot of the Landgrave of Heſſe- 
Caſſel, from the 1ſt of April, to the 24th of December 1727. 
Then a Motion was made by the Court-Party, and the Que- 
ton put, That the Account ſhewing how the Money given Motion relating 
for the Service of the Year 1726, has been diſpoſed of, 1 
dutinguiſhed under the ſeveral Heads, until the firſt Day of in the Keuter 


ui the CCoun 
February 1726-27, and the Parts thereof remaining unſatisfied, the Deſickenc's 


with the Deficiency thereupon, be referr'd to the ſaid Com- Graats. 
mittee : * But there being in that Account an Article of the Debate thereon, 


Sum of 125,0001. charged, in general Terms, as iſſued out 


for other Engagements and Expences over and above ſuch 

as are therein particularly ſpecified, Mr Shippen, Mr On- 

flow, and Mr William Pulteney ſtrenuouſly inſiſted, That be- wir Shippen. 
fore the ſaid Account of the Deficiency of the laſt Year's N W. Pulterey. 
Grants was referr'd to the Grand Committee, which Refe- 

rence, according to the Uſage of Parliaments, tacitly im- 

plies an Acquieſcence in the Diſpoſal of the Money therein 

mentioned, the Houſe ſhould be acquainted with a particular 

Diſpoſition of ſo conſiderable a Sum as that of 125, oo0l. 

'This was as ſtrongly oppoſed by Sir William Strickland, Mr 

Horatio Walpole, and Sir Robert Walpole, ſo that the pre- 5: W. au ld. 
vious Queſtion being put, That the Queltion be put upon x — 
the Motion before-mentiou'd, the fame occaſionꝰd a Debate 

that laſted till fix in the Evening, when the ſaid previous 

Queſtion being call'd for, it was refoly'd in the Affirmative, 

by 178 Voice: againſt 78, and the main Queſtion being put, it 
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An Addreſs for an 
Account of the 
ſaid Sum. 
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was ordered, That the ſaid Account be referr'd to the ſaid 
Committee. This done, the Houſe went into a Grand Com- 
mittee on the Supply, and refolv'd to grant the Sum of 
160,3051. 178. 5d. to make good the Deficiency of the 
Grants for the Year 1726. 
Feb. 14. The above-mentioned Reſolution being like to meet 


with great Oppoſition, by reaſon of the 1 25,0001. above- 


 mention'd, it was moved, and reſolv'd, without dividing, to 


ris King's 
| —— to the 
above Addreſs. 


| addreſs his Majeſty for a particular and diftin& Account of 


the Diſtribution of the Sum of 1 25,0001. which, in an Ac- 
count laid before the Houſe, ſhewin ow the Money given 
for the Year 1726, has been diſpoſ is charged to have 
been iſſued for other Engagements and ** over and above 
ſuch as are therein particularly ſpeciſied, for the ſecuring the 
Trade of this Kingdom, and preſerving the Peace of Europe; 
and alſo of the Times when the faid Sum of 125, ooo l. was 
iſſued and diſtributed. After this, Mr Farrer reported the Re- 
ſolution on the Supply above-mentioned, which was agreed to. 
Feb. 15. A Petition of George Townſend and others, 


late Commiſſioners for Licenſing Hawkers, &c. was preſented | 


to the Houſe, and read, praying, That Leave may be given 
to bring in a Bill to enable the Lords Commiſſioners of his 
Majeſty's Treaſury to compound with the Petitioners for a 


withdrawn himſelf beyond the Seas, or that they may have 
ſuch other Relief as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 
Sir Robert Walpole having acquainted the Houſe, That his 
Majeſty gave his Conſent, that ſuch a Bill might be broug} 
into the Houſe, as was deſir d by the Petitioners, the 
Petition was referr'd to a Committee of the whole Houſe. 
Feb. 21. Sir Paul Methuen reported to the Houſe, That their 
Addreſs of the 14th Inſtant, viz. Cy 
« graciouſly pleaſed to direct the proper Officers to lay before 
this Houle a particular and diſtinet Account of the Diſtri- 
bution of the Sum of 125,0001. which, in an Account laid 
before this Houſe, ſhewing how the Money given for the 
Year 1726 has been diſpoſed of, is Charged to have been 


the Trade of this Kingdom, and preſerving the Peace 
Europe, and of the Time or Times when * ſaid Sum of 
125, 000 l. was iſſued and diſtributed, had been preſented 
his Majeſty ; and that his Majeſty had commanded him 
aint this Houſe : © That the Sum of Money men- 

in this Addreſs has been iſſued and diſburſed, pur- 
£26 the Power given to his Majeſty by Parliament, for 
Services and Engagements of tie utmoſt —_— 
6 tance 
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Debt due to the Crown, occaſioned by the Default of Tho- 
mas Tomkins, late Caſhier of the Bid Office, who hath 
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iſh Engagements and Expences, over and above 
ſuch as are therein particularly ſpecified, for the 2 
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' tance to the Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom, and Anno g Geo. * 
the Tranquility of Europe, and which require the greateit | 


« Secrecy ; and therefore a particular and diſtin Account 
of the Diſtribution of it cannot poſſibly be given, with- 
«« out a manifeſt Prejudice to the Publick.” 

Hereupon Mr William Pulteney endeavour'd to ſhew the 
Inſufficiency of that Anſwer, alledging, That he had an en- 


tire Confidence in his Majeſty's great Wiſdom, paternal Care, jj 
and- Royal Word ; br hs hes by he 2 the 


rity of the Trade and Navigation 
nnd for the Prof of the Peace of 


* ee Ri ng acqu 

the Diſpoſition of publick Money; that if they gave up ſo eſ- 
ſential a Right, that Houſe would become altogether uſeleſs, or 
ſerve only blindly to approve of, and regiſter the Acts and 
Deeds of the Miniſter mn doubt 


© That a farther humble Addreſs be made to his Majeſty, hum- 


bly repreſenting the indiſputable Right of this Houſe, to have 
and diſtin Accounts laid before them of the Diſpo- 


| fition of all Money granted by this Houle, for the Service of 


the Publick ; and that this Houſe did moſt earneſtly beſeech 


his Majefty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to order 


expend- 
ed for ſecuring the Trade of this Kingdom, and preſerving 


This Motion was ſeconded by Mr Shippen, but was op- Debate thereon. 


| poſed by Mr Doddington, Mr Lewis, [of Southampton] and Mr shippen. 
| — Yonge upon which there was a high and warm 47 Peng. n. 


the Clerk, as follows, viz. 
On the 16th + 1710-11, Mr Secretary St 
— , vixoneines; * 
Ccc 2 the 


* Late Lord Viſcaunt Bolingbroke, 


Anno 13. Geo, I. 
8726 27. 


4 $8.3 
the 5th and 9th Inſtant, had been preſented to her Ma- 


| ieh. viz. That ſhe would be pleaſed to give Direction to the 


proper Officers to lay before the Houte, Account; relating 
* to the Poundage and Days-Pay, deducted out of the Pay 
of the Army; of the Deficiencies of the Grants, and of 


the Funds ſince Michaelmas 1701 ; of the Payment of her 


Air Onſlow, 


Sir W. Strickland. 
Mr Trelawney. 
Mir Conduit. 
dir R. Walpole. 
Sir T. Hanmer. 


* Majeſty's Proportion of Subſidies to her Allies; of all the 


* Penſions, payable out of the Revenue, and Warrants and 


Directions for * * and alſo of the Diſtributions of 
the Contingencies, and Forage and Waggon Money, granted 
for the Forces in Flanders, in her Majelty”s Pay, and of the 
Diſtributions of the Money granted for Contingencies of 
the Guards, Garriſons and Land- Forces in Great-Britain : 
And that her Majeſty had been pleaſed to give Directions 
* for laying all the ſaid Accounts before this Houſe, except 
the Accounts of Contingencies, and that the Account 
touching the Deficiencies of the Grants and Funds, had 
© already been laid before the Houſe ; and that other of the 
Accounts were preparing, and would ſoon be laid before 
the Houſe ; but that as to the Account of Contingencies, 
it was not poſſible from the Nature of the Service, which 
required the utmoſt Secrecy, for any Account of them to 
© be made; but that they were really diſtributed.” 

Some Objections were raiſed to this Precedent, as if the 
Caſe was not parallel: Beſides which, Mr Onſlow chiefly in- 
filted on the Promiſe made to the Houſe the lait Seffion, by 
a great Man in the Adminiſtration, That they ſhould have 
a particular Account of all the Money that ſhould be ex- 
pended upon that Vote of Credit, which Promiſe induced 
the Houſe to come fo readily into it. They were anſwer d 
by Sir William Strickland, Mr Trelawney, Mr Conduit *, 
and Sir Robert Walpole ; to whom Sir Thomas Hanmer re- 
ply'd ; after which the Queſtion, upon Mr Pulteney's Motion, 
being call'd for, it was carried in the Negative, by 235 
Voices againſt 110. Then it was mov'd, and refolv'd, 


without dividing, That an humble Addreſs be preſented to 


his Majeity, to return his Majeſty the Thanks of this Houſe, 


for his great Care and Wiſdom, in taking ſuch Steps and 
entring into ſuch Engagements, as his Majeity thought would 
beft conduce to the Security of the Trade and Navigation of 
this Kingdom, and to the Preſervation of the Peace of Eu- 
rope; And to aſſure his Majeſty, That this Houſe, placi 
an entire Confidence in his Majeſty's Goodneſs and 


for the true Intercit of his People, will ſtand by and ſupport 


his Majeſtv, in all ſuch farther Meaſures as his Majeſty ſhall 
find neceſſary and expedient for preventing a Rupture, and 
for the Honour and Advantage of thefe Kingdoms. 
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Feb. 22. Sir Paul Methuen preſented to the Houſe Copies —_— 
the Court of — concerning the Charter granted to the Several Papers re- 
Oſtend Company, with the Anſwers thereto. ro. on <7 mg 

Feb. 28. In a Committee of the whole Houſe, they exa- fo*< be 
min'd the Allegations of the Petition of the late Commiſſio- 
ners for Licenſing Hawkers and Pedlars, and alſo the the Papers 
annex'd to it, and likewiſe call'd in and examin'd ſeveral 
the Perſons order d by the Houſe „ 
tee, and came to ſeveral Neſolutions, the Report whereof 


March 7. Mr Farrer — — 
whole Houſe, to whom the Petition of George Townſend, relating to the 
&c. late Commiſſioners for Licenſing Hawkers, Kc. had Commitioners of 
been referr'd, the Reſolutions they had directed him to report, 33 
which were as follows, viz. I. That it appears to this Commit- 
tee, That no Money was paid into his y's r on 
Account of the Duties upon Hawkers and Pedlars, from Mid- Which is agreed 


ſummer 1719, to Midſummer $725, EEE 15001. although > 
for | 


by the ſaid Duties, into the once in 
II. r —— That by 
the looſe, careleſs, and neglectful 
— — Dads wen 1 — ite, 
there is a Deficiency of 36,6931. 13 8. 5d. over and above 
60001. which has N by the Securities of Thomas 
Tomkins, late Caſhier to the ſaĩd Commiſſioners. 
© —_— ſaid Reſolutions, — png þ oak a ſecond Time, Debate on that 
wn 4 put pon, agreed to 

ky, After which, Sir William Wyndham took Sir W. Wyndham. | 


Money that face through their Hands, acconding to the 


_ but had, 3 gp pd oc 
the ſame, and ſeem'd, at laſt, to have encourag'd a Petition 


to the Houſe, to have it remitted ; and that the » gong 
aach a Petition, would be giving a 


Parliamentary Sanction 
ſuch vile Practices, and opening a wide Door for the like 
Miſmanagements of the publick Treaſure.” He was ſecond- | 
ed by Mr William Pulteney, who animadverted very ſeverely wr w. Pultccy, 
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of the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, 
it was, to have call d the Petitioners 
Sir William Yonge | 


| had occalion'd the Deficiency in 


The above Pet nue had eſcaped their Notice.” And then mov'd, © That the 
— iti te Commiſſioners of Hawkers and Pedlars 
N . Neverthe- 
5, ſome Gentlemen of the Country Party, came on again 
veigh'd againſt the Audaciouſneſs of 


and who, not fatisfy'd with ſhewing 
thoſe Walls, ſhot likewiſe their Poi- 
Erd it under Allegories in vile 
er Altercation the Courtiers call'd 
d, , and the Queſtion being put thereon, 
was carry ffirmative, by 248 — againſt 124. 
March 8. Lad Fitzwilliams, Member for Peterborough, 
ice, That on the zd Inſtant Monſieur de Palm, 
's Reſident, in an Audience he had of the King, 
r a Memorial in 
Oe and 1 injurious Stile, a 


French, | both Houſes 
of Parliament, Aldermen of London, and other Perſons, to- 
rg dye nd dry bp of a Letter 


ppeal from a Foreign Power to the People of Great Britain, | 
againſt their lawful Sovereign, was ſo unprecedented, and fo 
an Inſult upon the Crown of Great Britain, and on 
Mis Majeſty's ſacred Perſon, that he thought the Houſe 
oveht to reſent it in the moſt lively Manner; and Gown 
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Addreſs be preſented to his Ma- Anno t;. ceo. 1. 


720-27. 


id Addrefs was der d to be 

March 10. Sir Paul Methuen, by his Majeſty's Command, Sir Paul Methuen 
laid a Copy of Monſieur de Palm's Memorial before the Houſe, mugs cs 
together with the Tranſlation of it; whereupon it was re- e a Memorial, 
ſolved to take the ſame into Conſideration on the 1 3th. 

March 13. The Commons proceeded to take into Conſi- 
CR ˙ — Debate thereon. 
Palm; and the Tranſlation of the ſaid Memorial being read, 
| Complaint was made to the Houſe, that the Subſtance of 
the ſaid Memorial had been printed and e 
intitled, Tranſlation of a Memorial, &c. 
Paper was brought up to the Table and read ; Ae which 
the Lord Fitzwilliams, Sir Robert Walpole, Mr Onſlow, * 388 
William Yonge, Mr Doddington, and Sir William Strick- Mr Onder. 
land ; alſo Sir William Wyndham, Mr William Pulteney, Mr Doddingon. 
Mr Sand „Mr Shippen, nne 3889888 
Aubin, 89 My ren. 
higheſt Indignation and Reſentment at e e Me e. 
his Majeſty, by the Memorial deliver d by Monfieur de Palm; 27 lahn K. Auna. 
and, in a particular Manner, at his Audaciouſneſs in printing 
and diſperſing it throughout the Kingdom; and very ſevere 
Reflections were made on the ill Returns from his Imperial 
Majeſty to the great Obligations he had to Great Britain. 

They only differ d, as to the Manner of Wording their Cen- 

ſure upon ſo extravagant an Inſult upon his Majeſty; but at 
laſt it was moved, and reſolved, Nem. Con. That an humble 1 
Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, To expreſs the higheſt Occaton, 
Reſentment of this Heels at he Aﬀeenc and Inlinds of. 
fered to his moſt ſacred Majeſty, by the Memorial delivered 
rr nn ng 

ſolence in and diſperſing the the 
Kingdom ; To declare 2. wedlonng. —Seon 

dacious Manner of appealing to the People, againſt his Ma- 

jeſty ; and their Deteſtation of the preſumptuous and vain 
Attempt of endeavouring to inſtill, into the Minds of any of 

his Majeſty's faithful Subjects, the leait Diſtruſt or Diffidence 

in his moſt ſacred Royal Word; To return his Majeſty the 
Thanks of this Houſe, for his Care and Vigilance, in diſ- 

covering the ſecret and pernicious Deſigns of his Enemies, 

and his Goodneſs in communicating to his Parhament the 

Dangers that threatened this Kingdom; And to aſſure his Ma- 

jeſty, that this Houſe will ftand by and ſupport his Majeſty 

againſt all his open and ſecret Enemies, 2 
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anno 13. Geo. 1. Abroad; and effectually defeat the [.:p:Qations of all ſuch 


3-H as may have, in any Manner, countenanced, encouraged, or 


abetted the Diſturbers of the publick Tranquility in this ex- 
travagant Inſult upon his Majeſty, or flattered them with 
Hopes, that an obſtinate Perſeverance in their deſtructive 
ſtagger the Firmneſs of the Britiſh Nation, 
in Vindication of his Majeity's Honour, and the Defence of 
their Rights and Privileges.” And a Committee was appoin- 

ted to draw up an Addreſs upon the ſaid Reſolution. 
March 14. The Lord Hervey was ſent from the Com- 
defire a Conference with their Lordſhips upon a 
of the higheſt Importance to the Honour and Dignity 
ily agreed to by the Lords, and the Managers of 
both Houſes met in the Painted Chamber, thoſe of the Com- 
mons defired the Concurrence of the Lords to the Addreſs 
relating to Monſieur de Palm's Memorial, which had been drawn 
up by their Committee, reported by the Lord Fitz williams, and 
to ; and the Managers for the Commons left the faid 
Addreſs with the Lords, with other Papers relating thereto. 
Which being a= March 15. At a ſecond Conference, the Managers for the 
green, BP'e- Lords declared to thoſe of the Commons, that their Lord- 
ſhips had agreed to the faid Addreſs ; which the next Day 

was by both Houſes preſented to the King, as follows : 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 

E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and faithful Subjects, 
the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons of 
Great Britain in Parliament (ge think it —— 
penſible to expreſs the higheſt Reſentment at f. 
front 2 offered to your moſt Sacred Majeſty, 
by the Memorial deliver d by Monſieur de Palm, the Em- 
peror's Reſident; and at his Inſolence in printing and dif- 
perſing the ſame throughout the Kingdom. 

This audacious Manner of appealing to the People a- 
* gainſt your Majeſty, under the Pretext of applying to you 
for Redreſs and Reparation of ſuppoſed Injuries, and turning 
© a Memorial, preſented to your Majeſty, into a ſeditious 
© Libel, is a Proceeding that creates in us the utmoſt Abhor- 
© rence and Deteſtation. 

The Endeavouring to inſtill, into the Minds of any of 
your faithful Subjects, the leaſt Diſtruſt or Diffidence in 
« your Majeſty's moſt Sacred Royal Word, or to make a 
* Diftinftion between your Majeſty and your People, is an 
* Attempt as vain as preſumptuous; for, by your Good- 
© neſs, the Intereſt of your Majeſty and your People is but 
© One, and as inſeparable ; as their Duty, Affection and Con- 
© fidence in your Majeſty are molt juſtly and args © 

alter ; 
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* alterable ; and if Time has not effaced the Memory of the Anno 14. Cee. 1; 
* glorious Exploits and important Succours, confeſſed to have — 
been received from Greut- Britain; Gratitude, Affection and 

* Eſteem for this Nation will be beſt manifeſted, by doing 
* Honour to the King, whom the People honour, and Juitice 
to the People, whole Right and Privileges the bell of Kings 
© is now defending againlt the Invaſions and Ineroachments 
* made upon them. 

We return your Mijn our ſincereſt Thanks for your 
Care and Vigilance, in diſcovering the ſecret and per- 
nicious Deſigns of your and our Enemies, and for your 
Goodneſs, in communicating to * Parliament the Dan- 
ger? that threatened this Kingdom 

And we beg Leave to aſſure your Majeſty, That no 

Amuſements, by artful or evaſive Denials, ſhall lead us into 
a falſe Security, or divert us from exerting our ſelves in 
Vindication of your Majeſty's Honour, or | Arn defending 
and ſupporting your Majeſty againſt all your open and ſe- 
cret Enemies, both at Home and Abroad. And if any 
among your own Subjects have been ſo wicked as to coun- 
tenance, encourage and abet the Diiturbers of the publick 
Tranquility, in this extravagant Inſult upon your Majeſty, 
or flattered them with Hopes, that an obſtinate Perſeve- 
rance in their deſtructive Meaſures could ſtagger the Firm- 
neſs of the Britiſh Nation; We are reſolved effectually to 
defeat all ſuch groundleſs Expectations, and to convince the 
World, that the Intrigues of a Few cannot, in any Degree, 
abate or ſlacken that Vigour and Reſolution, with which 
a true Love and Concern for our Country, a juſt Senſe of 
its Intereſts, and an unſhaken Loyalty to your Majeſty 
© have inſpired us. 


To this Addreſs his Majeſty return'd the following Anſwer. 


My Lords and Gentlemen, 
O U R unanimous Concurrence, in this dutiful and His Majeſty's An- 

” affectionate Addreſs, gives me the greateſt Satisfac- Wer thereto. 

« tion. The juſt Concern you expreſs for my Honour and 

* the Dignity of the Crown is very becoming a Britiſh Par- 

« liament. And this freſh Proof of your Confidence in me 

« will convince the World, that all Attempts to divide our 

Hearts and Intereſts will be vain and ineffectual.“ | 


.-S. ®  @ © 


April 12. After the Reading of the Order of the Day, mr *crope's Mo- 
for the Houſe, to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the nt. i of 
whole Houſe to conſider farther of the Malt-Bill, 
Mr Scrope mov'd, That it be an Inſtruction to the faid 
Committee, that they have Power to receive a Clauſe of 
Appropriation, with a Power to his Majeſty to apply ſuch 

Vo. J. Ddd Sums 


| SirE. B Con. 


Anno 13. Geo. I. 
1727, 


D bie tercon. 
Mr Furrer. 


Lord Gage. 

Sir W. Vonge. 
Sir P. Yorke. 

J. zr Talbt. 

NI. Doddington. 
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Sums of Money as ſhall be neceſſary for anſwering and de 
fraying ſuch Expences and Engagements, as have at any 
Time been, or ſhall before or until the 25th of Decem- 
ber 1727, be made by his Majeſty, in concerting ſuch Mea- 
fures as he, in his great Wiſdom, thinks will beſt conduce 
to the Security of the Trade and Navigation of this King- 
dom, and to the preſerving and reſtoring the Peace of Eu- 
rope.” He was ſeconded by Mr Farrer, and back'd by Sir 


Edmund Bacon, Lord Gage, Sir William Yonge, Sir Philip 
Yorke, Mr Talbot *, and Mr Doddington, who alledg'd, in 
Support of the Motion, That his Majeſty was ſo unwilling to 


put his Subjects to any extraordinary Expences, that he 
demanded no more Supplies this Seſſion, than what he 
thought abſolutely neceſſary for the Service of the Year: 
But that, in the preſent Poſlure of Aﬀairs, ſome unforeſeen 
Accidents might require a farther Expence, for which no 
Eſtimate could now be made, becauſe ſome Treaties, which his 


Majeſty thought fit to enter into, were not yet finiſh'd ; there- 


fore they ought to enable his Majeſty to anſwer ſuch Con- 


tingencies; That the Houie had ſeveral Times repos'd the 


Air How. 
Mir v innington. 
Mr Hopkins. 
Mr St. J. Broderick 
Sir W. Lawion. 
Lord Morpeth. 
Mr T. Broderick. 


Mr Gore. 
Mr Wortley Mon- 


Mir Da vers. | 
Mr D. Pultency. 


Mr Shippen. 
Sir W. d. y 
Mr Palmer. 
Mr Sandys. 


ſame Confidence in his Majeſty, which had never been 


abuſed ; and what was now ask d was only for a ſhort Time. 


They were oppos d by Mr How, Mr Winnington, Mr Hop- 
kins, Mr St John Broderick, Sir Wilfrid Lawſon, Lord 


conſiſtent with that Part of the Bill which forbids the iſſuing 
of the Supplies thereby granted, to any other Purpoſes than 
thoſe ſpecified ; and render'd ineffectual that Appropriation of 
the publick Money, which the Wiſdom of all Parliaments had 
thought a neceſſary Security againſt the Miſapplication of it, 
which was the more to be feared, becauſe no Proviſion was 
made to oblige any Perſon to account for any Money that 


' ſhould be diſpoſed of, by Virtue of the Power in this Clauſe. 


That vaſt Sums had already been granted, which appeared 
ſufficient to anſwer any Occaſions, as far as their preſent 
Views could reach; and if any unexpected Emergency ſhould 
demand a farther Supply, it might be provided for, in the 
uſual Manner, when Neceflity required : That this might 
be done with leſs Inconvenience, and with leſs Danger of 
Miſapplication, than by ſuch a Delegation of almoſt a Dicta- 
torial Authority to the Minifters. That this Parliament had 


® Appuinted Solicitor Goel, April 23. 1736. 


— 
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already given ſo many 1 of their Zeal and Affection 
for his M. jeſty, that there could be no room to doubt of their 
Readineſs to make good whatever his Majcity ſhould expend, 
in concerting ſuch Meaſures as, in his great Wiſdom, he 
ſhould think moſt conducive to the Advantage and Intereſt 
of his People. That ſuch an unlimited and abſolute Power 
ought never to be given in a free Goverinnent, but u 

Occaſions of evident Neceflity, when the very Being of the 
Government is in imminent Danger. That the repoſing a 
Confidence in the Crown, in the Diſpoſition of iuch im- 
menſe Sums of Money, as by the Advice of unthrifty Mini- 
ſters may be expended, might be attended with great Preju- 


dice to the Properties of the Subject, and great Danger to 


our moſt excellent Conſtitution, which cannot be preſerved, 
but by a ſtrict Adherence to thoſe eſſential Parliamentary 


Forms of granting Supplies only upon Eltimates, and of ap- 


ing the ſame to Services and Occafions publickly 
avow'd and judg'd neceſſary. That the departing from 
theſe excellent Methods would, by Degrees, render Parlia- 
ments altogether uſeleſs. 'That the Precedents alledged to 


juftify this Clauſe were far from being full to the Point, and 


ſatisfaQory ; and if they were, ought not to be follow'd, leit 


Anno tz. Ceo. I. 
1727 


\ 3 3 


Clauſes of the ſame Nature might become ſo frequent, as in 


time to lodge in the Crown, and in the Miniſters, an abſolute 
and uncontroulable Power of raiſing Money upon the People, 
which by our wiſe Conſtitution is, and with Safety can only 
be, lodg d in the whole Legiſlature.” Mr Hungerford obſerv'd, 
in particular, "That they had already given four Shillings in 
the Pound upon Land, which he could not but think a very 
heavy and extraordinary Tax, eſpecially conſidering they 
were more than once told by a great Man, that in his Opini- 
on we ſhould have no War: But if now they paſs'd this 
Clauſe, it would be tacking a Tail to a Whale, which might 


Mr Hunger ford. 


ſweep away the other fixtcen.” The Debate being ended a- 


bout eight in the Evening, and the Queſtion put upon Mr 
Scrope's Motion, it was carry'd in the Affirmative, by 225 
Voices againſt 109 ; and the Houſe having reſolv'd itſelf into 


a Grand Committee, the Clauſe above mention'd was added 


to the Malt-Bill. | 

April 26. The Houſe went into a Grand Committee to 
conſider farther of Ways and Means for raiſing the Supply; 
and Sir William Yonge mov'd, That towards raiſing the 


Supply granted to his Majeſty, the Sum of 370, ooo 1. be 


raiſed by Loans, or by Exchequer-Bills, to be charged on 


Sir W. Yonge 


mores for z70,000l. 
to be granted out 
of the Coal-Duty 
towards the Sup» _ 
ply. 


the Surpluſes ariſen, or 3 from and after Michaelmas 


d d 2 1726, 
o One of tie Lars of the Treaſury. 
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Anno 13. Seo. l. 1726, for the Duties on Coals and Culm, granted by an 
— —_ _ of the * Year of his Majeſty's Reign, from the 24th 
of September 1725, to Lady-Day 1751, and by a ſub- 
— ſequent Act of the Sixth Year of his Majetty"s * made 
| xerpetual, and which are reſerved for the Diſpoſition of Par- 
Mr Doddington, liament.“ . This Motion was ſeconded by Mr + Doddington, 
MH. Pelham. and back'd by Sir 4 Charles Turner, Mr H. Pelham, Mr 
4 — Talbot, Mr Onflow, and Sir Philip Yorke ; but was {trenu- 
Sir Philip Yorke. ouſly oppoſed by Mr Shippen, Mr How, Mr Hungerford, 
Mr Shippen. Sir Joſeph Jekyll, Mr Barnard, Mr Bootle, Mir Wortley 
Ms Hot: org, Montague, Sir William Strickland, Mr Palmer, Mr Hutche- 
Sir . Jcky!l. fon, Mr William Pulteney, and Sir William Wyndham. The 
| Mr Bootle, Objections offered againſt the Motion, were, That, by ſe- 
Wb c. en. veral Votes and Acts of Parliaments, all the Exceedings or 
Sr Padre Ind. Surpluſes of publick Funds were to be applied towards the 
Mr Hu:cheſon, lefſening of the publick Debts, or to the Increaſe of the 
$.r M. Wyndham. Sinking Fund; and that this Diſpoſition could not be altered 
| without wounding publick Credit, which was already ex- 
treme low, ſince the taking off any Part of the Mortgage 
could not but leſſen the Security of the Debt. That it was 
ſomewhat ſtrange, ſuch a Motion ſhould be made by thoſe 
very Perſons who had the Honour of being in the Admini- 
ſtration, who could not have forgot what his Majeſty had 
o ſtrongly recommended from the Throne, at the Opening 
of this Seſſion, That the Produce of the Sinking Fund 
might be immediately applied to the Uſes for which it was 
* ſo wiſely contrived, and to which it now ſtands appro- 
« priated.” And that this Motion was ftill the more ſur- 
prizing, after the large Vote of Credit the Houſe had fo 
lately come to. To all this the Court-Party anſwer d, I hat 
the Surpluſes on Coals _ not be deemed a Part of the 
Sinking Fund, ſince they had never been appropriated, but 
were reſerved for the Diſpoſition of — And the 
Queſtion being, at laſt, put upon Sir William Vonge's Mo- 
tion, it was carried in the Affirmative, by 209 Voices a- 
gainſt 82. 7 wy 

a Billorderdto April 27. Mr Farrer reported the ſaid Reſolution, which 
cording to sir W. being agreed to, a Bill was order'd to be brought in thereupon, 
Yonge>Motionz which the next Day was read the firſt Time, and ordered to 

be read a ſecond Time. 


— Which paſſesthe May 4. The ſaid Bill was read the third Time, paſs d, 
and ſent up to the Lords, and afterwards paſs d into an Act. 
May 15. The King came to the Houſe of Peers, with the 
uſual State, and the Commons attending, his Majeſty gave 
the Royal Aſſent to ſeveral Bills; after which, the Lord 
Chancellor read his Majefty's Speech to both Houſes, as follows: 

My 


* 


$4 Lud Faſry. 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, 
* Acquainted you, at the Opening of this Seffion, with 
che Danzers which threatened this Kingdom, and the 
Peace and Liberties of Europe. I am now to return you 


Anno 13. Geo. I. 
1727. 
Conn mn 
King's Speech at 
—— the 

Fifih 5ciliog. 


+ my Thanks for the Zeal and Diſpatch with which you 


have procceded upon the ſeveral Points I then recom- 
** mended tu your Care; for the Confidence you have repoſed 
in me; and for the Aſſurances you have given me of your 
Support and Afittance in Vindication of my Honour, and 
in the Maintenance and Defence of the undoubted Rights 
6 and Privileges of this Nation, fo openly and notoriouſly 
« invaded and attacked. 1 FA 
* The Siege of Gibraltar proves, beyond all Diſpute, the 
- Hed end eden of Os lms cet ns by the 
Emperor and the King of Spain; but the Preparations I 
had made fqr the Defence of that Place, and the Bra- 
very of my Troops, will, I doubt not, convince them 
of the Raſhneſs and Folly of that Undertaking. How- 
* ever, the Love of Peace has hitherto prevailed upon me, 


« even under this high Provocation, to ſuſpend, in ſome 


* Meaſure, my Reſentments ; and inſtead of having imme- 
* diate Recourſe to Arms, and demanding of my Allies 
4 that Aſſiſtance which they are engaged and ready to give 
« me, I have concurred with the moſt Chriſtian King and 
the States General, in making ſuch Overtures of Accom- 
© modation, as muſt convince all the World of the Upright- 
* neſs of our Intentions, ànd of our fincere Diſpoſition to 
« Peace; and demonſtrate to whoſe Ambition and Thirſt of 


Power the Calamities of a War are to be imputed, if 


« theſe juſt and reaſonable s are rejected. In 
«the mean Time, I have the Pleaſure to acquaint you, 
% that the Crown of Sweden has acceded to the Treaty of 
4 Hanover, and that the Convention between me, his moſt 
% Chriſtian Majeſty, and the King of Denmark, is actually 
” | 

% 

The Vigour and Chearfulneſs you have ſhewn, in raiſing 
& ſo effectually, and upon ſuch eaſy Terms, the neceſſary 
Supplies for the Service of the current Year, are not only 
* Inſtances of your Zeal and Affection to me, but demon- 
<« ſtrate the eftabliſhed Credit, Power, and Strength of this 
« Kingdom. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 


It would have been a great Satisfaction to me, if before 


& your Separation I had been able to ſpeak to you more 
« fitively, and with greater Certainty, upon the 
«« Polture and State of Affairs: But as you have now 


« diſpatch'd 


( 398 ) 


Anno r3. Geo. I. © qiſpatch'd the Publick Buſineſs, and as the Seaſon of the 


I727. 


% Year requires your going into your reſpective Countries, 
« I chooſe rather to put an End to this Seſſion, than to 
«© keep you any longer together unneceſſarily. The Provi- 
* ſions you have made, and the perfc& Union and Harmo- 
ny between me and my Allies, will, I hope, enable me, by 
* the Divine Aſſiſtance, either to withſtand and defeat the 
« Defigns of our Enemies, if their Conduct ſhall bring upon 
us the Neceſſity of a War; or to improve the Bleflings of 
Peace, if Peace can, with Juſtice, Honour, and Security, 
de obtained.” 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by the King's Command, 

ied the Parliament to the 27th of June: On the 3d 

of the ſame Month, his Majeſty ſet out to viſit his German 
Dominions; and on the 14th, an Expreſs arriv'd at St. 
James's, with Advice, that his Majeſty was taken ill ſudden- 
ly on the Road, and died at Oſnabrug on the 1 1th, in the 
68th Year of his Age, and the 13th of his Reign : He was 


| ſucceeded in the Throne by his only Son and Heir, his 
| Royal Highneſs, George Prince of Wales. 
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